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INTRODUCTION. 



The present volume closes the series originally proposed on 
the History of Massachusetts — bringing that history down to 
a p6riod within the memory of thousands now living. To 
many, without doubts the InddentB narrated in the following 
pages will prove more interesting^, and poaribly more attractiTe^ 
than those which have been previously described ; while to 
others, the more distant the scene, or the more remote the 
period, the greater the charm the historian's page has for their 
minds. That the difficulties attending the elucidation of our 
annals ibr tite forty years which followed the opening of the 
revolution are much more perplexing than those which the forty 
years preceding the revolution present, will be evident to every 
one who has attempted the task of writing oonoeming a period 
about which conflicting and even opposite opinions may honestiy 
prevail, which are too intimately connected with early reooUeo- 
tions to be disturbed without awakening the slumbering mem- 
ory, and exciting afresh feelings and passions which have long 
been dormant U, in discharging his delicate duty, the author 
flhall be found to have dealt impdrtially with the characters who 
figure in his pages, he will certainly have reached the height of 
his wisliea. Yet, considering how differently his readers are 
constituted, and that^ in every oommonity, and in relation to 
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evetj work, all cannot be expected to harmonize in their views, 
it wocld not be surprisuig if; in some easeB, and to a certain 
extent, he shonld be fonnd to hare reflected bis own pr^odicea 
too strongly to escape the imputation of having been biased in his 
judgment, or, at least, of having overlooked those more remote 
causes wliich influence the actions of men, and which sliould 
never be lost sight of in forming a jost estimate of tlicir motives 
and deeds. It will probablj be conceded, however, that it is 
better to err on the side of chari^ than on that of intolerance 
or general censorionsness. It ia mnch easier, indeed, to blame 
than to commend ; and it is a more common fault to arraign 
and condemn the past tlian to speak of it calmly, and to draw 
from it tiie lessons of prudence it should teach. It is hoped, 
Hieielbre, that those who may read the following pages- will not 
tOd hastilj censure the solfaor, if tbej eannol in efverj instance 
agree with lum in Ms eondnsioiui^ md wiU make die allewance 
for the necessary infirmities of a MfiMe judgnent. That ^ 
health of the author has been spared to complete his work is, 
to him, a source of unfeigned tiiankfulness ; and if the public 
shall find tliat work snch as is needed, the consoionsness tliat 
fte labor it has cost baa not been in fain will prove of itself a 
Boificicnt reward. 
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CHAPTEB I. 

THE WA& OF THE REVOLUTION. BATTLE OF BU19KS& wtt.t^ 

The battle of Leziiigtoii was the opening acene of the war chap 
of the revolntion. As the action, in its conseqaeoces, was of 
the greatest importance, an official aocotint was dranghted, to 1775. 

be sent to England, and, by exprci^s, to South Carolina.' All 
America was exasperated at the conduct of Gaf^o. " To arms! 
to arms 1" was the general cry. "Divide and conquer," was 
the maxim of the enemy. " Unite and be invincible," was the 
maxim of the Americans. Liberty or death," ** Unite or die," 
were fbe mottoes which blazoned the chronicles of the day, 
and embellished the standards of nearly every company. The 
enthusiasm of the people was iufhiined to tlie liighest pitcli ; 
the militia from all parts rushed to arms, and preparations for 
fature hostilities were prosecuted with vigor.* 

' Hio (Irspatchos to England, in- Minis, i. 281, 248, 276-286| Qor* 

eluding a letter to J)r. Franklin and dou» Am. KeT. L 
an addreia to the people of Great * Spadts'aFniiildtnfVm. 10S;8ted- 

Britain, were stiit in n vessel belong- man's Am. War, L 120 ; BisAett's 

ing to Richard J)erby, Esq., of Sa- Hist Eng. L 426; Thacher's Jour, 

lera ; and the deHjxitches to South 2 1 ; Welwter'B Bunker Hill M(mu- 

Gurolina were forwurded from |)o.st to ment AddiaBi 20. An alami, attends 

post, and duly endorsed, untU tliey ed with somewhat ludicnniR results, 

reached tlieir destlnatiou. Jour. Prov. occurred in E»»ex county on the 2lHt 

Cong. 148, 153-156, 159, 528; Foraeli of April Ooffin't Newbury, 245-347. 
Am. Arcliives.il 363-369} Dnyton't 

VOL. 111. 1 
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CHAP. The Provincial Congress had adjourned until May ; bnt, W 

„Ji^ ft special vote of the committee of safety, the execatiye for 
vm, the time being, the members reasBembled in the town of Con- 

Airl22. cord, and, adjourning from thence to Watertown, entered at 
once upon thoee measnree which, at that orisiB, were "indis- 

Apr.90. pensable for the salvation of the ooontry.'' Already had a 
circular been addressed to the towns, uro-ing upon the people 
the necessity of raising troops to " defend tlieir wives and 
children from the butchering hands of an inhuman soldiery/' 
and entreating them to " hasten and encoorage by all possible 
means the enlistment of men to form an army." "Onr 
all," it was said, is at stake. Death and devastation are the 
oonseqaenoes of delay. Bvery moment is infinitely predons. 
An bonr lost may deluge the country in blood, and entail per- 
petual slavery upon Uie few of our posterity who may sui'vive 
the carnage." * 

Apr. 23. The local Congress, feeling the importance of this subject, 
zealously entered upon its consideration, and voted, at the 
opening of its session, ** that an army of thirty thousand men 
be immediately raised, and that thirteen thousand six hundred 
be raised by this provinoe."* Provisioa was likewise made 
for levying money to defray expenses ; the committee of safety 
was ordered to " bring in a plan for the establishment of the 
officers and soldiers ; " and committees were sent to the New 
lianipshirc Congress at Exeter, and to Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, to inform them of these resolutions, and request their 
ooncurrence.' 

Up to this date^ the officers appointed by the former Con- 
greas had directed the movementB of the pronncial troops ; 

» Jour. Prov. Coog. 147 and note, Am, Rev. i. 192 ; Thachcr's Jour. 20 ; 

518; Oofdon'b Am. Rev. L 396 1 Biadford, L 375. 

Thachpr's Joiir. 20; Frothingham's * Jour. Prov. Co^^g. 149; Foiw'b 

Siege, 191 ; Shattuck's Concord, 118. Am. Arehivet, il 377, 378 ; Oordon't 

Ooar. Piov. Con^r. 148,andcomp. Am. Rev. L Slednta's An. 

!hid. 520; Jour.^V.nt Cons. I 76; War, L 121 1 Spnka't Wwhu^ton, 

Gkxrdoa'i Am. BeT. L 316 } Bawmft iS. 487. 
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and General Heath umed his orders nntil the arrival of chap. 
Ward, who asBomed the oommand.^ The same day, a coon- 

cfl of war was beld ; • for the protection of the neighboi^ 1776. 
hood, guards were stationed on the Charlestown road and at 
other points ; and on the following day, at the instance of Apr. 21 
Ward, Colonels Prescott, Lcnrnod, and Warren were ordered 
to march their regiments to Koxburj, to join Qeneral Thom- 
as.' The exact nnmber of men in the field it is impossiUe to 
determine bat reenforoements daily arrived, and the army 
was joined by the resolute Putnam, a native of Massachnsetts, 
hnt a resident of Connecticnt * and by the chivalrons Stark, 
and Paul Dudley Saigcant, of Xew Hampshire, whose services 
at this juncture were exceedingly valuable.® Nor should the 
gallantry of Warren, the young physician, be forgotten, who 
"did wonders in preserving order among the troops.''^ He 
was one of the most active of the Boston patriots, beloved for 
his virtues and renowned Ibr his conrage ; and snoh was the 
confidence inspired by his wisdom that he was looked up to 
by all with unbounded respect 

It could not, of course, be expected, at this period, that the 
Btrictt'.-t discipline should have prevailed in the army. Com- 
ing from diflferent coloniea, and thrown together by accident, 
as it were, concert of action could only be gradually secured. 



» Gordon's Am. Rev. i. 315, 316; 
Heiith's Mem?.. 16, 1 7 ; Wiinl's Ward 
Family, 47 ; Sixirks's Wa-shiiigton, iiu 
488. General Ward ha4 command 
at Cambridge, and Geneml Thomai 
at Roxbur^. 

' At winch wtn prcMnt Getmab 
Ward, Heath, and ^^^litcf)m1) ; Colo- 
Dela Bridffe, Fove, J. I'resooU, W. 
Prgwcott, Bullara, and Barrett} and 
Lieutenant Coloneln Smulding, Nix- 
on, Whitney, Mansfield, and Whee- 
lodc. Frotfiingham's Siege, 91, 92. 

» Ward's Orderly Book ; Heath's 
Mems. 17; Frothingham's Sii'«;f, 92. 
The regimcuU uumed in tiie text 
vera nader the oonunaiid of Genenl 



Heath, who remained at Koxhnry un- 
til the arrival of Washington. 

* Thacher, Jour., aavs the army 
consisted of 40,000 ; and Sdles, in hn 
Diary, and Stedman, .\m. War,L 120, 
say 20,000. But both these estimates 
■eem to be too Comp. Froth> 
iiudiani's Siege, 91, note. 

* He was bom ia Salem, MaM^ 
Jan. 7, 1718. Hnrnphxeys'i Life of 
Putnam, 1'), ed. 1818. 

Bmdford, L 380; Frothingfaam'a 
Siege, 92. 

^ Jiamfiay's Am. Rev. i. 205 ; Proth- 
ingkim's Siege, 92. See also Swett's 
sketch, in 1Mb of Putnam, 190, ed. 
161& 
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CONDITION OF ZHE INUAfillANTS OF BOSTON. 



CBAP. Yet the difficulties which were encoantered did not preclude 
^J^^ hamonj ; and in a very diort time, this " unshaken embryo 
inL of a military corps, composed of militia, minute men, and toI- 
onteers, with a burlesque appearance of multiformity in arms, 

accoutrements, clothing, and conduct," grew into " a regular 
army," which " vindicated the rights of liuman nature, and 
establislicd the iiidcpendeiicc " of a glorious republic* 

The ravages committed by the British troops at Lexington 
and Concord alarmed the people of Boston and its vicinity, 
and led them to fear for the safety of their own homes. 
Hence, in the metropolis, the "hotbed of disaffection,'' and in 
Charlestown and Cambridge^ numbers prepared to remoTe to 
the country. The American officers, with a generous spirit, 
afforded them all the protection in their power ; and (lie regi- 
ments posted at Waltham, Watcrtown, Cambridge, Koxbury, 
and ^ledford were serviceable for this purpose/-^ The Con- 
gress likewise labored for the organization of the army, 
ai^poiuted engineers, authorized the purchase of stores and 
supplies, and provided for the payment of ofilcers and men.' 
Before much was effected, however, a large number of minute 
men left for their homes, so that some of tiie avenncs into the 

country were but slightly guarded. On the Neck, in particu- 
lar, between IJij^tou and Roxbury, but six or seven hundred 
men were posted, under Colonel Robinson ; and for nine days 
together they were obliged to maintain their position without 
relief.^ 

The inhabitants of Boston, hemmed in by the British troops, 
found their situation peculiarly distressing. By the orders 

of the governor, they had been cut off from intercourse with 

their friends in the country ; and, conscious of the dangers to 

' Bradford, i. 380; Humplireys's ' Jour. Prov. Conff. lo2. lo3, 107, 

life of Putnam. 92, 93. ' 165 ; Bradford, i, 376. 

' Frolhiii^rli im's Siej^e, 92. T\\o * (iordon's Am. Bev. i. 337: Heath's 

regimenis at Waltiiam and V\'at4:r- Memoirs, 18 1 Frothingham's biege^ 

town were ordered to Oimhridge oil 93, and nol& 
the 26th of April 
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whidi ibejr were espoaed, they ooold not but Tiev their oon- chap 
dition with aUmn. Fortunately for them, Gage was equally 
ahirmcd ; and, fearing that the provincial troo|)« niii^ht be- 1776. 

Biege the town, mid tlio iiiliabitants witliiii scooml thoin, nii 
interview was had with the selectmen, and an arranixornont 
was made, which was approved by the people and by the com- Apr. 22. 
mittee of safety, granting to the women and children a safe 
conduct without the garrison, and to the men also upon con- 
dition of delivering np their arms, and pledging themselTee to 
maintain nentrality &r a season.^ 

Under these stipulations, which were sanctioned by both 
parties, all who could leave prepared to do so ; and for a 
short time the treaty was faitlifiilly observed. Nearly two 
thousand stands of arms were (h livered up, with a larjre Apr.zr- 
number of other weajwus ; ® {)ormission was j^iven to the in- 
habitants to remove, with their effects, by land or water ; and 
applications for passes were to be made to General Bobert- 
Bon.* Nearly at the same time, a letter was written to Dr. 
Warren, ** that those persons in the country who inclined to 
remove into Boston with their effects might have liberty to 
do so witliout incdestation : " and the Provincial Cona:resg, 
not to be behind his excellency in courtesy, voted to comply Apr. 30. 
with his request ; officers were appointed to grant permits ; * 
and a large number of " tories," as they were termed by the 
patriots, availed themselves of this opportunity to seek the 
rikdter of the British guns.' Already had two hundred of the 

* Jour. Prov. Cong, Ifi?, 173, ,^19, ered ; and he ftirther contended that 

621 ; Force's Am. Archives, ii. .374- tlie word ' erfectJ* ' was nevtr meant to 

877 1 Gordon's ^\jn. Rev. L 316 1 include merch;indi«*o." 

Ramny's Am. Kev. i. 1H9, 190; M^'mthiiiirhani's Siegt% 9.j. On the 

Frothingbam's Siege, 93, 94, and note, difficulties encountered by the people 

' Jotir. Fior. Gong. 626} Ramny't tn eflfeettng « mnofml, m« Lttler of 

Am. Rev. L 189 ; Gordon's Am. Kev. T. Brown, Aprfl 28, 1776, inTnimbuU 

i 336 } Frothingham's Siege, do. MSS. ir. 76. 

Lord MahoD, HtiS. Eng. tI 39, rays, * Jotur. Prov. Gong. 173, 629 1 Qor- 

"Neither jxirty a^)})ear8 to have fid- don's Am. Rev, i. 316, 317. 

filled tbeir pen ux this agreement. * Jour. Pro?. Coo|g. 184} Thacb 

Ocnenl Oaga complained that the er's Joui 22. 
hid not ben Aithfiilly ddiv- 
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6 OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE BBMOYAL OP THE PATRIOTS. 

CHAP, torics of Boston — merchant?, traders, and otliers — sent in 
their names to General Gage, to arm iu his service as volun- 
1776. Users ; and they were enit^ed under General Buggies, and 
placed on dutf.^ 

In pnrsoance of the arrangementB for that pnrpoee, hun- 
dreds of the inhabitants of Boston applied for passes, and left 
the town. But the departure of so many alarmed the tories, 
who exclaimed against the " pernicious tendency of such an 
induljrence," and threatened to withdraw in case it was con- 
tinued.2 governor, for a time, paid no attention to these 

threats; but becoming apprehensive that difficulties miglit 
arise, on yarious pretexts the agreement was yiolated, and 
obstacles were thrown in the way of a removal. At first, no 
merduindise was allowed to be carried away ; next, provis- 
ions, and even medidnes, were prohibited ; and, finally, guards 
were appointed to examine "all trunks, boxes, beds, and every 
thing else to be carried out.''-* Still many persisted iu leaving, 
notwitlistanding these restrictions ; upon which passes were 
refused, and numbers who had received them were obliged to 
leave their property behind. Nor was this the worst fea* 
tnre of the governor's policy ; for the passports, in some cases, 
were purposely so framed that fiunilies were divided — wives 
from thdr husbands, children from their parents, and the 
aged and infirm from thdr relations and friends. The gen- 
eral was especially reluctant to allow women and children to 
leave; for, while they reniaiucd, it was thought they contril)- 
utcd to the safety ofjiis troops. The poor and the helpless, 
whose presence would have been a burden, and those who 
were aflOicted with infectious diseases, were suffered to depart, 
and were even turned out upon the charity of their neighbors.^ 

» Ix'tter from l^<Mon of April 23, • Jour. Prov. Corif?. 102, 195. 212, 

1775, in Frothinglwm'a 81^, 97, 245; Gtmlon's Am. Kev. L 342 1 

note. Frothingham'g Siege, 96. 

• Extracts from aa RiKlwih paper of * Joiir. ConL Cong. L 137; Jour. 

Spptcinber 14, 1775, infroUiiiignaiii's Prov. Cong. 65 1 ; Riunsav's Am. Rev. 

Siege, 9o, 97, note. L 191i Fraukliu's Works, viiL l^j 
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The inhabitants of Charlcstown had already left that town ; CHAP. 
and 80 deserted had it become, that, early in June, a petition 
was preseated to the Provincial Coitgress for aid in removing 1775. 
those who remained, who were too poor to provide for them- ^ 
eelveik^ A few of the citisens oocasionaUj returned, to " look 
after their effects, or to plant their gardens, or to mow their 
grass ; " bat at the date of the battle of Banker Hill, ont <tf 
a population of between two and three thousand, but one or 
two iiundred rotnained.' 

The enlistment and organization of an army w^as a matter 
of primary importance ; and, as it was esteemed " the best 
and only measure left to bring (he present dispates to a happ^ 
iasne," it was pushed forward with all possible despatch.* The 
regiments of Massachosetts^ at least twenty-four In number,^ 
were to consist of ten companies each, of fifty-nine men, in* 
clnding officers ; and by the middle of July more than eleven 
thousand men were raised.* Rhode Island, as her quota, 
voted to raise iiftceu hundred men for the service ; ^ Con- Apr. 26. 
necticat, equally spirited, voted to raise six thousand men, Apr.a8. 
to be oiganised into six regiments under G^eral Joseph 
Spencer ;^ and New Hampshire, as her quota, voted to raise Marin 

Impartial llht of the W;ir. 201; iii. 4S8; Frothingham's Siej^, 101. 

Thacher's Jour. 3o ; Hmdfonl, i. ;j70 ; "Jour. Prov. Cong. 156, 169 j 

Frothingham's Si(<;f, 9.j, 96. Force's Am. Arduves, li. 390 ; Swett, 

> Jour. Prnv. Cong. 362,430, i31, in Lift- of Futnam, IH.'}; Frothing- 

441,443, 474, et al. liam'a Siege, 100. llie forces from 

* Frothingham's Siege, 07. Rhode luand were orgaidaed into 

* On the *2 Iffi of A])ril.a foinmittec three ref^ments, of ei<rht oomjwnies 
of one from each countv wu.s appoint- each, and placed under the command 
ed to attend the committee of tafety, of Nathamel Greene. 

and furnish the lumes of the movt ' Force's Am. .\rchive«, ii. 411 ; 

suitable persona for oiiicerB in the Uinnuui's War of the lie v. 647 1 

army now raising. Jour. Pnnr. Cong. Swett, tn Ufe of Putnam, IBS, 186| 

150. Frothingham's Siege, 100. On the 

* Heath's Memoir, 17. SjMirkH, pre>-iou8 difficulties with Connecticut, 
Writing of Wushinf^ton, iii. 4b8, myi and their communicatioii with General 

* 26. Hildreth, Hist. T. S. iii. 09, lays Gage, see Jour. Prov. Cong. 179*183; 

27. Bnidford, i. 3N2, s;iys ilicre were HM, 196. General Spencer, with one 

22 regiment£ complete, und 3 iucom- of tiie regiments under lus command, 

plete,and in a note ghrcaaMofthe arrived at the camo early in May, and 

aame and of the otticcrs. wan posted at Hoxnury ; and a second 

* Jour. Prov. Cong. 152, 253, 522 ; regiment, under Putnam, was sta- 
Spokafs Wntbgi of Waahingtoo, tioned at Qynbii^gt. 
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MILITARY STORES. 



CHAP, two fliousand men.' The military stores which had been col- 
lectod were exceedingly limited, and the supply of caanon waa 
1775. especially meagre. At an early date, the Congress expressed 
titeir **deep oonoem on acoonnt of the state and situation of 
tfie cannon ; " and when an inventory of the same was taken, 
it was found that there were " in Cambrid<re six three pound- 
ers coniplote, with auimiinition, and one six ]iounder ; ami ia 
Watertown sixteen piocoa of artillery, of different sizes," 
which, however, were not in a fit state for immediate use.^ 

Uvr^ To provide I6r this deficiency, (General Ward recommended 
that there should be piocored " thirty twenty-four pounders, 
and if that number of cannon cannot be obtained, that the 
weight of metal should be made up with eighteen pounders, 
double fortilied ; ten twelve pounders, and eigliteen nine pound- 
ers, with twenty-one thousand six hundred pounds of powder, 
and eighty balls for each gun.''* 

Nearly every thing, it wiU be perceived, was at this date in 
an unsettled state. Not only had no efficient preparations 
been made for the equipment and supply of the troops, but tho 
organization of the army was likewise defective. Each colony 
had its own establishment, and chose its own officer8 under 
whom the men were to act. General Wai-d, who led the 

» Jour. N. H. Prov. Cong, j Force'i ' Jour. Prov. Cong. 249, 250. Fof 

Am. AnhiTei» il 4dl« B^t Froth- an aoofnmtof thearmiof thepnmnoe 

ingham's Siege, 09. The New TIamp- provimis to the 10th of A])nl, ^rc 1 ^L 

•hire troops were organized into three H. Coll. i. 232, and Jour. J'rov. Cong, 

regiments, and placed under General 7ML For the eflhrts made to pro- 

FoLiom, who, however, did not arrive cure additional sujiplies, see Jour, 

at Camhridu'e until the 2()th of June. Prov. Con":. 107, lOS, 200; Force's 

Two of these regiments, under St.uk Am. Archives, ii. 606. Klbridge Ger- 

■nd Reed, were organised before the ry wan placed at the heed of the com- 

battle of Bunker Hill. General Sul- mittee of su|)plies, and the following 

livan had also arrived before that pe> curious postscript was added to a ict- 

riod. ter of instruetfona: *l%vyonue aho 

' Jour. Prov. Cong. lOR, 171; detdred, if powder i.s to be found in 

Frothingham's Siege, 102, note, any jwrt of Ainerie;i, to ]»rociire it in 

There were a few cannon in other such way and maimer as you shall 

J laces, hut the supply was small think beet] and we will confirm what- 

our. Prov. Copff. .V2()-o22, ^2.j, o47. ever you shall do relative to this 

For an account of the number of can- matter." Austin's Lil'e of Gerry, i. 

BOA in New Ummi Mat 29,Me1^nni- 7A> 
buU M8& ir. 99. 
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liassachusetta forces, was authorized to command only the chap. 
troops from that colonj and from New Hampshire ; ^ but as 
his orders were copied bj the rest, and as his positioa entitled im. 
him to thcf precedence, a Tolontaiy obedience waa yielded to 
Urn, and he waa Tirtnallj the commander'in-chtef, thoogh he 
had received no official appointment.* Nor could a more defl- 
nite ai raitg-einent have been expected, under the oircuinstuncea. 
MaFsacliusetts had no authority to a^^^unio supreme power. 
The Continental Congress was the only body, if any, which 
coald properly settle the rank of the oflSoers ; and before that 
body could act) matters were left to regulate themseWes. 
Hence the uncertainly which hangs over this period, and the 
difficulties whicb have arisen in assigning to the officers th|ir 
relative positions.' The experience of sueh a battle as that 
of Ijunker Hill was needed to expose the evils of a " want of 
due subordination ;'' and after such experio'ce. the war com- 
mittee of Connecticut instructed their generals to oliey General 
Ward, and advised the other colonies to follow their exam- 
ple.^ But even this was a temporary expedient ; nor was the 
army fully organized until the arrival of Washington. 

Imperfect, however, as was the discipline which ]vevailed, 
there was no lack of courage on the part of the soldiers ; nor 
were they or their officers entirely destitute of military skill. 
General Ward, of ShrewHluny. in Worcester county, liad 
served under Abcrcronibie in tlie expedition to Canada, and 
returned with the rank of lieutenant colonel.^ General 
Thomas, of Kingston, in Pl^Tnouth county, had also served in 
the French war,* as had General Putnam, of Pomfret, Con- 

' Rrulforcl.i. 3S0; Sprks^W-.vh- :m, on the<^e difficuitic*, and 

inston, iiL 4t>7, -488 ; Frothiiigham's Frothiiiffhain s Siege, 102. 
V&tte, 101. * Force> Am. Arcbi^ iL 1089} 

• Jit* w;iK r\]ij)ojnte<l to the com- Frothin^him's Siofrc, 101. 

mand on the 19ih of >Liv. Jour. • Ward'i* Ward Family, 46 ; Aliea 

TW. Coni^. 239, 243, 247 ;' Swett, in and KliotV Biof^. Diets. } dwett, in Life 

Lift- of rutnam. 187, 188) Waid*S ofTiitn im. 1^7. 

Ward Kainilv, 48. * Allen and i:iiot ; alno Swett, in 

* Comp. Jour. ProT. Cong. 207, Life of Putnam, 188 ; BaMad, iL 



Digitized by Google 



10 



HOYBMBNTB OF THB TOBIBB. 



CHAP, neeticnt. General Folsom, of New Hampshire, was at the 

capture of Dieskau, in 1755.* Colonel Prescott, of Pcpperell, 
177fi* had served under WinnlDW at the conquest of Nova Scotia;* 
and Poiueroy and Nixon had served under Pepperrell in the 
reduction of Louiaburg.^ Gridley, the engineer, won laureld 
in the same service ; * and General Spencer, of Connecticut, 
had also served in the French war.* The gdhmt Stark had 
served tinder Braddock ; ' and other officers, and a large num- 
ber of privates, had seen active service. Indeed, there was 
scarcely a soldier in the ranks who was not a practised marks* 
man, and who did not pride himself on his skill with the 
musket.' 

^8 the movements of the torics were somewhat suspicious, 
it became necessary to watch them ; and the committees of 
correspondence and the selectmeii of the several towns and 

Maja districts were authorised to " take effectual care to disarm all 
who would not give an assurance of thor good intentions and 
regard to the interests of the country," and to ** put it out of 
their power to obstruct by any means whatever the neces- 
sarv measures for the conimou <l('fence." ® A manifesto was 

Majfi. likewise issued against General Gage, deelaring that, by rea- 
son of his having " conducted as an instrument in Die hands 
of an arbitrary ministry to enslave this people," he had, " by 

lot ; TlKicher'R Hist Phmouth, 90. * Allen and Eliot; tbo, life of 
Geneml Thomas died of the Binall pox Stuk. 

in the expedition to Ouuida, in 1776, ' J, Adtmif* IKuy, in Wovks, IL 

and w:is 1 niu-ntedaiahlim and up- 406. "A few days ii^or this event, 

Tttht utiicer. [the battle of Lcxiogton,J I rode to 

^ Allen and Eliot; abo BeDuuip^B umbridge, and mw Oenieial Ward, 

Hist. X.IL,and Bantov^i Hist. N. H. Oeneral Henth, Geneml Joarah War* 

* .Mien and Eliot { also Swetty in ren, and the New Enf^Iand army. 
Life of Putnam, 209, 210. There was great confusion and much 

* Allen and Eliot ; alno Swett, in dlstnaa. ArCiUer)', arms, clothing 
Life of Putnam, 189; W. fiany'i were vanting^, and a sufficient supply 
Hiat Fniminji^ham. of provisions not easily obtainei 

* Swttt, in Life of Putnam, 194} Neither the officeta nor men, howl 
Sparks's Washington, iiL; Fn^hinp iranted spirits or resolution." 
ham's biege, 184. > Jour. Prov. Cong. 202, 20& 

* Allen and Efiot; alaoHinmaa^ 
War of the B«v. 
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tkeae means and many otliera, utterly diaqnalified himself to chap. 
Ber?e this colony as gorernor and in e^ery other capacity, and ,_J^^ 
that no obedience ought in fatore to be paid by the several mft. 
towns and districts in the colony to his writs for calling a 
General Assembly, or to his proclamations, or to any other of 
his wets and doiugs ; but that, on the other hand, he ou^dit to 
be considered and guarded against as an uimatural aud iiivctr 
erate enemy to the country." ^ 

Whether the province should assume into its own liands the 
powers of government was a question upon which a difference 
of opinion existed ; nor was it until after a week's delay, and 
the maturest deliberation, that a resolve was passed author- 
izing an application to the Continental Congress for obtain- if*jis. 
ing their recommendation for this colony to take np aud exer- 
cise civil irovenuueut as soon as may be. ' '-^ Provision was 
made, liowevcr, for estublishinj^ post offices and post riders,'' May 13. 
and for the erection of a court of inquiry, consisting of seven IU727. 
persons, " to hear all complaints against any person or per- 
sons for treason against the constitution of their country, or 
other breaches of the public peace and security, and to deter- 
mine and make judgment thereon according to the laws of this 
province and those of reason and equity." * Tet it is worthy 
of notice that no radical changes were made in tlie govern- 
ment, eitiicr at this date, or, indeed, at a later period, but only 
such alterations as circumstances required. No revolution, in 
fact, of which history furnishes the record, was ever attended 
with fewer innovations upon established usages. The secei^ 
sion from the mother country simply severed the political ties 
which had previously bonnd the colonies to the crown. Nei- 
ther the halls of legislation nor the courts of justice were 

> Jam. Pror. Cong. 190, 192, 193, 620, 621 ; RammT's Am. Rer. L 210 1 

525; St( (hi™rs Am. War, L 121} Bradford, i. 37H, li. 40-12. 



• Jow. Prov. Cong. 197, 207, 208, -223, 525 ; Jour. H. of R for 1T76| 

219, 229, 319; .[our. tont. Cong. L Rammv's .\m. Hov. i. 211. 
106, 106 i Force's Am. Axchivei^ ii. « Jour. Ptov. Cong. 262, 6iO, 




' Jour, i'rov. Cnag. 208, 212, 219 
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POSITION OF Tii£ CLEBQT. 



CHAP, invaded. True, a monarchical govermuent was exchanged for 
^^.J^ a republican ; the choice of the chief magistrate was revested 
1776, in the people ; the encroachments of osorped authorily were 
removed ; and yarioua abuses which had crept in were re- 
Ibrmed. But those changes^ important as they were, did not 
affect, at least not permanently, the constitution of the Genf 
oral Court, nor did tliev al)oli.^li the curJtoins wliicli liad liren 
followed ill the other courts. Justice was adiiiinistered, and 
the busiiif-s of lcj(islation was conducted, after the old and 
fiuniliar forms. The people took into their own hands the 
management of their affairs ; but they prided themselves in 
the wisdom of their measures rather than in weakening the 
pillars of society — the prostration of which would have enr 
dangered their own safety, as well as have imperilled the 
liberties of their posterity. Great credit should be accorded 
tlicni for this prudence. Thev were practical conservators of 
the public weal, rojectinji: tin; evil, yet retaining the good.^ 

The clergy, for the most part, were ardent patriots, and 
warmly espoused tlie cause of liberty. Hence their services 
were freely offered as chaplains in the army'; at their annual 
JueL convention in Watertown they expressed their " sympathy for 
the distresses of their much injured and oppressed country ; " 
and In their address to the Congress they devoutly commended 
the iutrir,-fs of that body, and of their "brethren in arms," to 
"the iruidance and protwtion of that rrovidcnce which, from 
the hrst settlement of this country, has so remarkably ap- 
peared for the preservation of its civil and religious rights."* 
Indeed, throughout the war, whenever by their counsels they 
could revive the flaggmg zeal of the filtering, or inspure afresh 
the confidence of the wavering, they engaged in the work with 
cheerfulness and alacrity ; and it may reasonably be doubted 
whether the liberties of America would have l)ceu bo speedily 

> Comp.W. Barry's llifit.Fiaauqg^ * Jour. Prov. Coog. 288, 2S4f 
hun, 91, Dot& BndM, i. 3SU 
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seenred, had it not been for their diligence. They prayed for chap 

success in the hour of battle. The spirit of selt-^acrilice wad 
strong in their breasts. And, amidst the most appalling and l77tf. 
difficult scenes, they shrank not from danger, bat bravely en- 
Qoontered the deadliest perils, endured without murmuring the 
aererest priTations, and set an example of heroic deyotion 
vhicb spread an infectious enthusiasm among all.' 

Yet earnost an were those who had entered the lists as the 
champions of freedom, the pro«^poct before them couhl lianlly bo 
called llattcring. The population of Massachusetts probably 
£bU short of three hundred and fifty thousand souls ; ^ and the 
population of the thirteen colonies did not exceed three millions.* 
Destitute, in a great measure of available funds, poorly supplied 
with arms and ammunition, and called from the workshop and 
the plonirh to the held, tiicy were recpiircd to encounter a dis- 
ciplined force, amply provided with the munitions of war, 
flushed with victory from the battles of Europe, and capable 
of bdng constantly recruited from abroad. To those who 
weigh the probabilities of success in the fluctuating balance 
of physical strength, the odds against the colonies were cer> 
taiidy groat. lJut the cohorts of England, made up as they 
were of veteran troops, were doomed to be vanquished by a 
resolute people trusting in God. A good cause in itself is 

* Comp. Rain«a>'*s Am, Rev. i. 190, of majinstrates and mien. Accord- 

Thacher's Jour. 22, and I'rulfonl, i. iu^'ly \ve have from our [nilpits the 

381. The Ktatements in the text could moat fervent and pious etfusiuus to 

be earfhr mibBtantiated by a multitude the throne of dhrme giBoe mbehalf of 

of quotations frtrni MS. jnurnals, sor- our bleetling, afflictM OOUntry." It 

moils, of the clerf»y. the conteni- wn.s not, in those dnys. *• |Kilitical 

poniry testimony of otticers and pri- priestcraft" to |jreach uiid piuy for 

vates, and the Toluinin<|iis and tuuB- freedom. 

ble documents jiresorvea in our st-nte • The estimate, in 1776, wmMO^ 

and national archivew. It is recom- 094. Jour. ProT. Coi^. 155, 
mended," says Thadier, **bj our Pro- * Traiiiibtion of Mem. to Sonrei^ 

vincial Conjifress, that on other «wcn- ei^jnsof Euroj)e, liOndon. 17H1, p. 19; 

fiions th in the Sahlmth, ministers of Colls. Am. Statist. Association. In 

jxiri>hes adapt their discourses to the 17!H, eif^ht years after the WiU*, the 

tim^, and explain the nature of ( ivil population of the United Slates was 

end leiigioui Jiber^, and the dutiee but3^;268. Uift of Coogi lOdi 
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CHAP, uyincible. Its triumph may be delayed for a aeaaon ; bat it 
^J!^ can neTer be finaUy and fnlly defeated.^ 
1719. With whatever misgivings, howeTer, a few may have been 
moved, as they reflected upon the difficulties which surrounded 

their jiatli, tlio more ardent felt that thoy had cnjraged in a 
work in the proseeiition of wliich it wouhl l)e fatal to relax 

Apr.2L their efforts. Hence Hancock queried with his fricndf^, "Are 
our men in jrood spirits ? For God's sake, do not suffer the 
spirit to subside until they have perfected the reduction of oor 
enemies. Boston mtitf be. entered ; the troops mutt be sent 
away. Onr friends are valuable, but our country must be 
saved. I have an interest In that town ; what can be its 
enjoyment to me, if I am obliged to hold it at the will of 
General (iage or anv one el:*e? We must also have the Cas- 
tie. The ship.s must be removed. Stop up the harbor against 
lai|^ vessels coming in."* Indeed, the necessity for vigilance 
was every where felt. The crisis had come ; and it depended 
upon the firmness with which it was met whether the Ameri- 
cans should be freemen or sbves. 

IU7 & Early in May, the erection of fortifications was commenced ; 
and the first works were probably thrown up at Cambridge.* 
The guard on the Xe(;k between Boston and Roxlmry was 

Xi^4. still somewhat weak ; and the coinniittec of safety wrote to 
the govermucQts of Connecticut and RliAdo Island for a force 
to be Fcnt to secure this pass ; for " if Uie enemy once gain 
possession of it^'' they urged, "it will cost us much blood and 
treasure to dislodge them. But it may now be secured by us^ 
if we had a force sufficient, without any danger.'' ^ The ap- 

May 9. prcheusions of a sally from Boston likewise led to a request 
of the council of war for two thousand men, to reenforce the 
troops at Koxbury j and the committee of safety ordered the 



• Jrnir. Prov. Con^. 170. nnto ; * Jour. Prov. Conjj. .536, 5S7| 
Foioe'ii Am. Arcluvai, iL 384, 380. Froliuogham s Siege, 106 107. 
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officers of the cliffierent regiments to forward the enlisted chap. 

soldiers fortliwith to CambriJi^o, and the ton nearest towns ^^1^ 
to muster one half of their militia and minute men, and march 1776. 
to Roxbury. GeQeral Thomas, who was stationed at this 
place, and whose post incladed a high hill Tisible from Bos- 
toOf had but seyen hundred men under his command ; and, 
oonscions of his weakness, he resorted to an artifice to deoeiye 
the enemy, by "marching liis men round and round the hill," 
to multiply tlieir numbers to "any who were reconnoitring."' 
A similar artifice was subsequeutly resorted to by General Maj UL 
Putnam, who formed the troops in Cambridge, some twenty- 
two hundred in number, in a line of a mile and a half in 
length, and marched from thence to Charlestown.* 

Occasional skirmishes which occurred with the outposts of 
the enemy, and with foraging parties, tested the valor of the 
American troops, and accustomed them to face the British 
regulars. The islands in the harbor, which were stocked 
with cattle, were the principal scenes of these engagements ; 
and alarms were raised in the neighboring towns of preda* 
tory* incursions, which exercised the Tigilance of the local 
militia.' The skirmishes on Noddle's Island were perhaps Mmy 27 
the most important ; and the Americans captured a number 
of Iiorses belonging to the English, and drove away several 
hundred sheep and cows.^ The depredations of the English, 
which were vigorously pushed, were as yigorously rqmlsed ; 
and, as an additional measure of safety and precaution, prefh 
arations were made for the estal^Hshment of a naval force at 
the most exposed places,^ and companies were raised in Cohas- 
set and in other towns for the defence of the sea coast.^ On 

• Jour. Prov. Cong. 637, 540, 54 1 ; 557 ; Im[)art lai 1 lint of the War, 206 > 
SwRtt, in life of Putnam* 188; Goi^ Frothingham's Siege, 109, 110. 
don's Am. Rev. i. 339} Frothing- • Jour. Prov. Conp. 80S. 540. 
iMuns Siege, 107. * Jour. Prov. Cong. 433, 531,633, 

* Baldwin's Diary, & Frothinr- 640 t Her. RolK vol xxxn., in HtH. 



* Frothingham s Sipfje, 108, 109. 12!> : H.irry'H Hi^t. Hanover, 115, IK 
^ Jour. Prov. Cong. 292, 545, 554, Frothingham's Siege, ill. 
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MEETING OF THE &ECOKD CONU&ESS. 



CHAP, the petitioii of M^jor Baldwin, afterwards distingiiishcfl for 
,,Ji^ bis abilities as an artificer, sni'veyti w<tre likewise made of th« 
1775. ground between the camp of the Massachnsetts army and tho 

June 6. ^ 

posts of the Bntisb.' 
' Mqr IS. The second Gontinental Congress, in the mean time, assem- 
bled at Philadelphia ; and the delegates from Massachusetts 

urged upon their attention the adoption of niea«ures for iho 
relief of Boston. John Adams, in particular, advised that 
the first step should be " to recoiuniend to the people of every 
State in the Union to seize on all the crown officers, and hold 
them, with dnlity, hnmanity, and generosity, as hostages for 
the security of the people of Boston, to be exchanged for them 
as soon as the British army wonld release them." He was 
likewise In &vor of recommending ^ to the people of all the 
states to institute governments for therasclves, under their 
own authority, and that witliout lor^s of time ; " of declaring 
" the colonics free, sovereign, and indepen«l(Mit stnt< s;" and 
then informing Great Britain of their willingness " to enter 
into negotiations with them for the redress of all grievances, 
and a restoration of harmony between the two countries upon 
permanent principles." All this, he thought, might be done 
befi>re entering into any connections, alliances, or negotiar 
tions with foreign powers;" and then, if Great Britain re- 
fused to accede, it would be time to inform her that, if the 
war was continued, the colonies were "determined to seek 
alliances with France, Spain, and any other power of Europe" 
that would contract with them. i^'inaUy, he urged the adop- 
tion of the army in Cambridge as a continental army, the 
officers of which should be appointed, and the provisions for 
its support made, by the General Congress.* 
But with whatever eloquence these measures wore advo- 

* Jour. Prov. Cong. 302. gtanized Into a coatineDtal army, and 

• J. Adiini'-'s Diarj', in Works, ii. received into the pay of the United 
407. The army at Cambridge was Colonies. Jour. Oont. Cong. i. Ill 
adopted by die Ocnaml CongnMb or* ct «eq. 
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catedf there were not wanting many wbo herniated to approve chap. 
them. Especially the Qnakers of Pennsylvania, who had ^^^^ 
hitherto acqiiicsoed in the action of the 00101110^?, or, at lea^t, 1775. 
who had made no professed opposition, so soon as independ- 
ence was named, " started back." ^ The delegates from Soath 
Carolina likewise hesitatedi nor conld any persoadon remove 
thdr Bcmples.* At length, committees were appointed tojuMi 
draught a petition to the king, and addresses to the inhabit- 
ants of Groat Britain, of Ireland, and of Jamaica, and to 
hrin«^ in an o^^tiniatf! of tlio moneys to bo raised for the pros- 
ecution of the war.^ The acUon of Massachusetts, in refusing 
obedience to General Gage, was also approved ; * and it was Jmwa. 
recommended to the towns and districts in that colony, and 
in all others, to collect the materials requisite for the manih 
factare of gunpowder, and to ** transmit the same with all 
possible despatch to the Provincial Convention at New 
York."* Ten companies of riHenien were likewise ordered Jnn. 14. 
to be raised in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, to 
" march and join the army near Boston, to be there employed 
as light infantry under the command of the chief officers of 
the army."* 

The next step was of still greater importance, and was the 
corner stone, indeed, of the new structure to ))e raised. This 
related to the selection of a commanderin-cliief. John Han- 
cock, of Massachusetts, the president of the Congress, who 
was extremely popular throughout the United Colonies, and 
was called ' King Hancock ' all over Europe," is said to have 
"himself had an ambition to be appointed" to this oflicc j but 

' J. Adams'k TXuy, m WoriL*, SL Washington, iiJ. 7, 100, note ; Ram- 

407-409. Ray's Am. Rev. i. 219; Austin's lafe 

■ J. Adams's Diary, in Works, ii. of Gerrj-, i, 83, 88. Twelve compa- 

408. Dies in ul were ordered to be ruaed 1 

' Jour, Cont. Cong; L 106| Lee's and tlu- men to the mimher of 1430 

JjeCf i 141 et sea. " were prucured and forwarded with 

♦ Jour. Cont Cong. i. 108. great exnecUtion." This eetimate in- 

» Jour. Cont Cong. i. 108, 109. eludes the two additional compaaieB 

' Jour. Cnnt Cong. i. 110; Gor- oidered to be laiwd June 22. 
don's Am. Rev. L 347, 368 ; Sparks's 

VOL. III. 2 
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18 WASHINGTON CHOSEN COMMANDEB^DT-CHIEF. 

CHAJfc*. altliough he had " some pretensions to the compliment on 
account of his exertions, sacrifices, and general merits in the 
177& cause of his country/' the ''delicacy of his health, and his 
entire want of experience in actual aeryioe," were pleaded as 
objections against his appointment Kor would it have been 
politic on the part of his friends to have insisted upon his 
choice; for, even at this early period, jealousies existed be* 
twcen the north and the south ; and the south, it is said, refused 
to ('nli^t in tlie couuiion cause, if compelled to perve under an 
oflicer from New England.* No alternative was left, there- 
fore, but concession ; and, fortunately for the country, no diffi- 
cnltj was experienced in selecting for the responsible trust 
one whose abilities were of the highest order, whose courage 
was unquestioned, and whose gentlemanly deportment had 
won for him universal aflfection and esteem. None need 
be told that reference is here made to the Illustrious Wash- 
ingtou ; and when the (juestion of his appointment came up, 
** tlic voices were generally so clearly in his favor, that the 
dissentient members were pei*suaded to withdraw their oppo- 
sition,'^ and he was unanimously elected.^ 

• J. Adams's Dhry, in Works, ii. tained by some of the membera of 

415-418, and Letter to Lluyd, April Congrefls as to the policy of appoint- 

11, IKI.). in Works, ix. Uili, 164. ing a southern j^enpral to the com- 

Washin^ton, also, Writings, iiL 4, 6, mand " of tlie anny about to be adopt- 

Rjjeaks of a ** jjolitical motive," in ad- ed by ('oii<rre.s8. 

dition to the *• partiality of Congrp<iR." 'Jour. Cont Conjj. i. Ill, 112; 

which led to his appointment ; and al- Ir>-ii)£'s Life of Wa&hington, vol. i. ; 

thou^ he does not specify' this mo- Spawns Washingtan, in. App. I. ; N. 

tivp.it nny have been, as siijri;esfed A. Rev. for Oct. IH.'jS. 3i)i\ ; I,oitl 

by liauisay, Am. Itev. i. 2 16, to bind Mahon's 1 list. Eng. vL 42. " 1 should 

toe uninvttded provi n ceg more closely heart! K rejniee," wrote Elbrid^ Ger- 

to tlie common cause." See al^o (Jor- ry to tlio Alassachusolts dele^r.ites in 

don'8 Am. liev. i. 349, and Lord Ck)ogre8.s June 4, 177d, to see tim 

Mahon's Hist. Eng. vL 40. Mr. Cur- wav the beloved Ookmel Washington, 

tis, however, Hist. Con^L U, S. i. 41- and do not doubt the New Enjjland 

48, doubts the correctness of the state- delegates would acquiesce in showing 

ment of Mr. Adams, and thinks that to oxur sister colony, Vii-ginia, the re- 

Washington was chosen command- speot wbidi she had before exiieri- 

«r-in-chief ft)r his unquestioinlile mor- eticed from the continent, in mnikina^ 

its, and not as a com])romise between him genenihssimo." Austin's LiJe 

set tionnl interests and local jealous- of Gerry, i. 79. See also Hancock's 

ies." Yet. at the srime time, he ad- Letter to (Jerrv', June 18, 177.3, in 

mits that "beriou^i doubt« were enter- ibid. L bii, and J. Adaoib'ti Letter ol' 
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The appointment of a second oflSoer was likewise attended chap. 
with difficalties. General Lee, a native of Wales, and a cor- 

re?poii(l('iit of Burke and Cliarlcrnont, was lirst iioniinatcd ; 1775. 
and it was declared that, cousideriiig liis rank, \m character, 
and his experience, he was entitled to the place — that he must 
be out seeundut aui mUku. Bat the sendees of General Ward 
conld not be, overlooked ; and, as the chief command had been 
given to an officer from the south, it was no more than just 
that the next highest complinient should be jmid to the nortli. 
Hrnn' (It neral Ward was elected aa the second oiTicer, and Jun. 19. 
General Lee as tlie third.^ 

Meanwhile, in Massachusetts, important events were occur- 
ring, and the hour of conflict was rapidly approadiing. The 
situation of Gage, cooped up in Boston, and ''panting for an 
airing," of which he was " debarred by his denounced rebels,'' • 
was j>eculiarly mortifying ; and liis anger against the patriots, 
which had for some time been rising, now overflowed in a 
memorable proclamation declaring martial law to be in foroG^iaa.12. 
and o£feriDg pardon to all who would forthwith lay down 
their arms, " excepting only from the benefit of such pardon 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock, #hose offences are of too 
flagitious a nature to admit of any other consideration than 
that of condign punibhmunt.'' This manifesto, the " climax of 

the aone date, -p. 88. The dmse of from the letter of Adam tbat Lee 

JSotta. Am. Rev., tkit *' the members ii>inriHl to the chl<'f cominaiul, and was 

of ConipeHn from Maiwachuflettii, and " extremely aMiduoui< iii hin vihit« to 

particuUirly Samuel Adamii, hod nerer all the meroben of Con^n-eas at their 

been ahle to brook that the mipreme lodgings, and univensillv represented 

OOIllini>M(l of all tho nrmics should in Anirmn n» a classit-.il and nnivor- 

Imve been conferreii on u Vir^imn, to 8al scholar, as a hcicntitic noluier, and 

the exdunon of the generals of their as one of the greatest geneFalii in the 

pSQiYinOe,'' is fullv oxammod and an- AVf»r!(l. w ho had stcii m rvico with Bur- 

Bwered by Amtin in his Life of Oern*, goyue in Portu|{ui and iu Poland, «^'c., 

i. 233 et aeq., and », indeed, turn- aiia who imtcomed over with wounds 

dently refuted hy the extracts above, he had received in buttles." Of the 

• Jour. C'ont. Conj;. i. 114, 11j ; other ofhorrs apponitrd 1)\ foiii^'n'ss, 

Sparks's WaHliington, iii. U ; Gordon's Gatej> Wiu* an iMiuiihiunau and u '^od- 

Am. Rev. i. 350; J. Adams's Diary, aon of Uonoe Walpole, and Mont* 

Jn "Works, ii. 418, and Lett, to Moyd, <;ninerv was A native of the north of 

in Work.s, ix. ItH; Lord Mahon's Ireland. 

Hist. Bug- vL 52. It wotdd appear ' Jons. ¥taf. Cong. 330, 331 ; Im> 
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20 COUNTEB PBOCLAHATION PB0P08ED. 

CHAP, all possible folly," and a theme on which the poetry of Tiio- 
,^J^^ boll was SQCcessftiUy exerted to aorase, was brought before the 
xns. Provincial Congress ; a committee was ap])ointed for its oon* 

Job* 19L 

eideration, and a counter proclamation was prepared, declar- 
ing pardon to all oflendcrs ajrainst the rip:hts and lii>orlics of 
the country, " excepting only from the henefit of such pardon 
Thomas Gage and Samuel nravc<?, with the mandamus counr 
sellors Sewalli Paxton, and Hallowell, who had not resigned 
their office, and all the natives of America, not belonging to 
the navy or army, who went out with the regular troops on 
the nineteenth of April last, and were countenancin'r. aiding, 
and assisting them in tlie rolibiTie? and murders tlieii commit- 
ted ; " but the operations of the Qeld prcveutod its issue.' 

These operations had long been maturing ; for Gage had 
been advised to seize and hold the heights in Charlestown 
and at Dorchester, both of which were of the greatest import 
]f*y». tance for his security. The recruits for his army had already 
arrived, with Generals Clinton. Burirovne. and Howe; so that 
he had under his command nearly, if not quite, ten tiiotisand 
men, all in high spirits, accustomed to hard service, and Hushed 
with the idea of an easy conquest.* Had he, at an earlier 

partial Hist of the War, 207 ; Sted- their scttlcmentfl, and dcscril)e<l their 

man's Am. War, i. 124 ; Gordon's conduct to liave been such as their 

Am. ReT. i. 343 ; Austin's Life of priirciples rrquircd. It also sketched 

Gerry, i. "0, 71 ; Ramsay's Am. Rev. the policy of Britain iu fornuT times 

i20U; Jii>«etls HisL ijnst. i 428; aiid in the present — tlie beuctical 

Thacber^a Jour. 22 1 Lord Mahim't oonieqaeiioeB wlneh aoenied to both 

Hifit, Enjj. vi. Mf Frotllillg^1ll''8 parties fmni the one, and the lianeful 

8i^^ 113. etfccta from the other; repeated the 

* Jour. Prov. Cong. 344-347 ; Joat. grievuioea before ateted ; and added 

Cont. Cong. L 134-130. The anawer new subjectA of comj)lainl, ui the re- 

of the General Congress to tlie raani- drcfwand hearing refuM <l. and in the 

feato of C^gc is clmracterized by His- measures for subjugation adopted. 

aetttHist. EOff. i. 431, as a ver>- mas- After di tailing th(»se acts and coun- 

terly paper, and in \ynni of ability sols a> lioing, together with ant wdont 

equal to any public declaration re- proceedings^ the causeii of the war, 

carded in dupKmiatie bistogy." It and appeanng to God and man for ita 

enumerated, he ai\iU, •* with clear- justiop. tlio\ specified the resources 



land plausibility the alleged causes by which tliey should be able to carry 

of the war, dediKed the history of the it on with force and effect.'* 

American colonics from their first cs- • Impartial Hist, of tlie War, 204; 

tohiiahmfnt, muked. the pnodplaa of Stedman'a Am. War,L 124; Biaiettfs 
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date, availed himself of the adTantages of the positions to chap. 

which his attention wa.s turne<l, and erected upon them works 
of sufficient strength to eonnnand the town, a difTcrent aspect 1775. 
might, perhaps, have been given to the war. But he had 
delayed too long to make the attempt with impunity ; for the 
Americans, acqoainted with his dedgns, planned to conntoract 
them by preYionsly possessing themselves of the posts in 
question. 

Some time before, a committee had been ajipointed by theMayl2. 
Provincial Congress to reconnoitre, especially at Charlestown, 
with a view to the erection of suitable fortificatious ; and in 
their report they recommended the constmction of a breast- 
work near the present site of the M'Lean Asylnm, and another 
on Prospect Uill, with redoubts on Winter and Bunker Hills, 
provided with cannon to annoy the enemy. This report was 
referred to the council of war, and so fur approved aa to 
authorize the construction of a part of the works ; but, as a 
diflforenoe of opinion prevailed rehitive to the redoubt on 
Bunker Hill, no steps were immediately taken towards forti- 
fying that post.' Now, however, that the intentions of Gage 
to occupy Dorchester Heiglits were definitely known, the com- 
mittee of safety deprecated longer delay, and voted tiiat poe- Jaii.16. 
session should be taken of " Bunker's Hill, in Gbarlestown," 
and of " some one hill or hills on Dorchester Neck.'' ' 

The position of the American army is said to have been as 
follows : its right wing, under General Thomas, was stationed 
at Roxbury, and consisted of about four thousand Mas^chu- 
settB troops, with the forces from Rhode Island, under General 
Qreene, who were at Jamaica Plains, and the greater part of 
the regiment of General Spencer, from Connecticut In this 

WsL Eng. i. 428; Rammy's Am. Putnam, 200-203$ Frothingfaamli 

Her. i. 200 ; Lord MahonV Hist. Eng. Sicg<s 1 1 5. note. 
▼L 63 ; Swett, in Life of Putnam, * Jour. Prov. Cong. 569 ; Gordon's 

196 1 Frothingham't Siege, 1 14. Am. Ber. 1 350 1 BUKctt's Hist. Eng. 

i Jour. Prov. 543 ; Worcester I 429| Frothing^iaiii'a Saitgt, 111. 
Mngf"'""! ii> 126 j Swett, in Life of 
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TOPOQ&APHT OF CHABLESTOWN, 



CHAP, wing there were three or Ibiir artillery companiee, provided 
with field pieces and a few heaTy cannon. The head qnarten 
ms. of General Ward, the principal officer from MassachoBetts, 
were at Cambridge, where the centre of the army was sta* 

tioncd, consisting of fifteen rcgimonts from Masr;acliu?otts, the 
Iialf-organi/.cd battalion of artillery under Colonel Gridley, 
and the regiment of (jcencral Futiiam, with the other Connecti- 
cut troops. In this division tliere were four artillery compa* 
nies with field pieces. The left wing comprised three com- 
panies of Gerrish's r^ment» stationed at Chelsea; Stark's 
regiment, at Medford ; and Beed's regiment, at Charlestown 
Neck.» 

The topographical features of this region are too well known 
to render it necessary to describe them minutely. It may 
suffice to state that tlie iM iiin^nla of Charlestown, of an oval 
form, about a mile in Icngtii, and half a mile in breadth in 
its widest part, lies opposite the northerly part of Boston, and 
is included between the Charles and M3rstic Rivers. The 
Keck, at the western end of this peninsnla, was an artificial 
causeway connecting the town with the main laii<l. :iih1 wad 
tiien so low as to be often overflowed. Near thi.-^ \t'<'k was a 
largo grecu, known as tlie Common, by which ran two roads 
— one in a westerly direction to Cambridge Common, and the 
other in a northerly direction to Medford. Bonker Hill, 
which begins at the isthmus, rises gradually for about three 
hundred yards, forming a round, smooth hill, one hundred and 
ten feet high, sloping on two sides towards the water, and 
connected by a ridge on the south witii l>i red's Hill, which is 
sixty-two feet high. The easterly and westerly sides of this 
height were steep, the settled part of the town being at the 
base of the latter side ; and at the base of the former were 
brick kibis, cUiy pits, and an impassable slough. A highway, 

' Spirks's Wi\>i;hiiijrton, iii. 488; note; Swett, in life of PutnUDy 179, 
FroUungham'ti iSiege, 117, 118, and 151, lUl, 1U2. 
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OBDEBS TO INTRENCH ON BDNKEB HILL* 



firom sixteen to thirty feet broad^ ran over Buoker Hill to ohaf. 
ICouIton's Point, near which rose Morton's Hill, some thirty- ,_Ji^ 
five feet high ; and another road, coimoeting with this, wound 1771s. 
round Breed's Hill. The eastprly portions of these eminences 

were chiefly improved for nu)\viii;r and pastumGro, and the 
westerly j)(>rtioii3 conUiincd hue orchards and gardens.* 

On Friday, the sixteenth of June, by the advice of tlie conn- JtuuUL 
cil of war, orders were issued by General Ward to Colonel 
William Presoott, and the commanding otficers of Frye's and 
Bridge's regiments, with a fatigue party of two hnudred Con* 
necticut troops, under Thomas Knowlton, and the artillery 
company of Captain Samuel Gridley, of forty-nine men and 
two field pieces, — iu all, about twelve hundred men, supplied 
with a day's provisions and suitable intrenching tools, — to 
proceed to Gharlestown, and fortify Bunker Hill, under the 
direction of Colonel Richard Gridley, the chief engineer.* 
In accordance with these orders, the detachment paraded on 
Cambridg-e Common, and, about nine in the evening, after 
listening to a fervent prayer from President Langdon, of Har- 
vard College, commenced its march, headed by l:*rescott, and 
preceded by two sergeants carrying dark lanterns. At Cbarles- 
town Neck the troops halted, where they were joined by 
Major Brooks, and probably by General t^ntnam, and another 
general ; ' and Captain Nutting, with his own company and 
ten of the Conneetient troops, was ordered to procee<l to the 
lower part of the town as a guartl, while the main body 
marched on over Bunker Hill. Here they again halted, and 
a consultation was held relative to the most suitable place to 

> Fiothtn^^m's 8i^, 119, 120; Charlestcnm ; hut this must he amkk 

Swett, in Life nf ?utn:im. 'liV.i, 20 1. take. >[arsh;ill. Lite nt Wiishiiif,'ton, 

* Jour. Prov. Coug. <i(>0; Gordau's ii. 214, coumiu a still greater mia- 

Am. Rev. i. SAO ; Binett's Hist Eng. take in repmentiiig the number aent 

i. 429; Frothii4?ham*$ Siege, 121, as 4000. 

122 ; Swett. in Lite of Putnam, 2(IS, ' Comp. Frothin^'ham's Siege, 122, 

2U9. Trumhull. Letter of Aug. 31, 123, notes, villi Swett, in Life of Put> 

1779, in 1 M. H. Coll. H 169, nys nun, 218. 
these were but 600 men eent to 
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THE FORTIFICATIONS COMMENCED. 



CHAP, be fortified. The orders of Ward were, that tlie works sliould 
be thrown up on Bunker Hill ; but, as that was too far from 
1776. the enemy to annoy their army and shi]»piiig, thou<;h in other 
respects the most eligible and defensible })ositioa, it waB de* 
dded to iotreDch on Breed's Hill, which waa better adapted to 
tiie objects of the expedition, and better suited to the spirit 
of the officers.^ 

The pofdtion bdng decided upon, the plan of the fortifica> 
tions was marked out by Gridley, the tools were distributed, 
and alioiit midnijiht the first spade entered the ground. The 
dinicullies of the enterprise were truly formidable : for the 
Boston shore, directly opposite, waa belted by a chain of sen- 
tinels, and in the waters between were moored the British 
vessels of war.* The proximity to the enemy prompted to 
caation ; and a detachment under Captain Kaxwell was or- 
dered to patrol near the old ferry to watch their motions. 
The workmen, in the mean time, "performed prodigies of 
labor," to which they were stimulated by the presence of their 
officers, and the consciousness that every thing depended on 
their celerity. Twice during the night did the vigilant Pres- 
cott, with M^jor Brooks, steal to the shore to reconnoitre; 
but the nsnal cry of " All is well," drowsily repeated from ship 
to ship, assured him that his movements were as yet unknown. 
Before the sun rose, a redoubt, eight rods square and six feet 
high, was thrown up on the summit of the hill, where the 
monument now stands, the strongest side of which, in the 
form of a redan, faced the town, and protected the south Bide 
of the hill. On the east was an extensive lield ; and in a line 
with this, running down the north side of the hill towards the 
slough, was a breastwork, which, at its southern extremity, 
was separated from the redoubt by a narrow jjassage way, or 
sally port, protected in front by a blind ; and in the rear of 

' Gordon'd Am. Rev. i. 3ol ; Froth- ' For their pcMitiom^see Ftothiiig» 
ingbam'B Siege, 122, 123 ; Swett, in ham*8 Siege, 124. 
I&or Pmnam, 21L 
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the redoubt was a passage, or gateway, opening towards the chap. 
Blongh.' 

At an early hoar, as the gray of the morning was dissipated 1775. 
by the beams of the nsing sim, the was lifted, and the 
offieers of the fleet bdield with amazement the Americana 
overlookiug them from their strong intrendunents, which had 

sprung up as by magic while they were asleep. The cannon 
of tlie Lively were the first to fire ; and, as the sound of the 
guns broke the stillness of the summer's morning, the alarm 
was spread both in the British camp at Boston and the Amer- 
ican camp at Cambridge.^ Guge was thunderstruck, and 
immediately called a council of war ; while from several of 
the frigates, from the floating batteries, from the decks of the 
Somerset, and from, a mortar on Oopp's Hill, a shower of 
balls and bombs was poured iff upon the works sufficient to 
appall the stoutest heart. Yet steadily the Aiiiericaiis contin- 
ued their toil, stienirtliening their intrenchmcnts, and throw- 
ing up platforms of wood and earth as a foothold to stand 
npon during the engagement^ To inspire them with still 
greater confidence, Presoott himself mounted the parapet, and 
walked leisurely around, inspecting the works, issuing his 
orders, and addressing the soldiers with words of encourage- 
ment or sallies of humor.^ 

As tlu! day advanced, the heat Ijocame oppressive ; and tlio 
gallant liand, wlio had toiled so long without even water to 
quench their thirst, found their stock of provisions exliausted. 
At this juncture, the officers nrged Colonel Prcscott to send 
for relief ; but the men were too enthusiastic to ask for suo- 
oors, and the colonel, in reply, declared that " the enemy would 

' Gordon's Am. Rev. L 351 ; Swctt, =• Imimrtial Uwt of the War. 209 ; 

in life uf PuUiam, 211 } Frothing Thachcr's Jour. 26; Swett, in Lile of 

hntt's 8i^, 135, and notes. Putnam, 214 1 Frodungliftni*s 8i^e^ 

» Jour. Prf)v. Con-. 30.5; Heath's 12(3. 

Mems. 18; Tliacher's Jour. 26: * Swett, in Life of rutnam, 214, 

•ett^s Hist En(|r. i 439 1 Loid M»> 21S{ FnChingliam'ii Siege, 126. 
hen's Hist. Eng. vi. 66 { S«iett» i& 
Life of Putnam, 213. 
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PREPARATIONS FOB AN ATTACK. 



CHAP, not (laro attack thoni, and if thoy did. would bn defeated. The 
men who had raised the work^ were the best qualified to de- 
1775. feod them. Tiiey had already learned to doapise the face of 

Jiia.17. ^1^^ enemy. They Imd the merit of the labor, and should 
enjoy the honor of the yictory."^ Thus encouraged, this 
Spartan band remained at their posts ; while Captain Nutting, 
with his company, and Captain Walker, with a small detach- 
ment, were ordered into Charlestown, near the ferry, to watdi 
the movements of the Hritish.' 

The council of war whicli had l)een called by Crapre, linding 
the Americans were stronuly intrenched, decided unanimously 
that it was necessary to dislodge them, but could not agree 
on the mode of attack. Clinton and Grant, officers of expe- 
rience, were in iSiTor of embarkmg at the foot of the Com- 
mon in boats, and, nnder the protection of the batteries, land- 
ing in the rear of the Americans, to cnt off their retreat ; and 
a majority of the council fell in with their views. But Gagfe, 
full of confidence in his own suixTior kiiowledire. oppo<(Ml the 
plan as uninilitary and hazardous — ])lacin,ir his troops be- 
tween two armies, the one strongly fortified, and the other 
superior in numbers.^ It was therefore decided to make the 
attempt in front ; orders were issued for the troops to parade ; 
and the manoBuvring of a corps of dragoons, and the rattling 
of artillery carriages and wagons, announced to the Ameri- 
cans that an attack was contemplated. Presoott was in ecstft- 
siee. " Now, niy l>oys,'' said he, " we shall have a fight ; and 
we shall V)eat them, too/' ^ Yet the condition of his men was 
far from encouraging. No rt lVeshments had arrived, and they 
were nearly exhausted by hunger and fatiprne. A special 
messenger was acoordmgly sent to General Ward for a re- 

* Oral Communication of Hon. * Swctt, in IJfo of Putnam, 210. 
Lemtiol Sliiiw to the Mass. Hist. Soo. ; ' Stechnan'ft Ibst. of the War, L 

Swell, in Life of Puuiam, 2lo, 216 ; 12 ; Uifisctt's liisu Kug. L -i'M. 
FiotfainglHiii'i Sieges 187. * Siratt, in life of J^itoam, 217. 
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enforcement and for supplies ; and Major Brooks, afterwards chap. 
GoTernor Bi-ooks, was selected for that porpoee.^ 

General Ward, in the mean time, had been urged by Pntnam, 177^. 
who had returned to the camp,* to send reenforoements to 
Prescott ; but, doubtfhl of the expediency of the measure, he 
ordered only a third of Stark's re^raent to Charlestown, and, 
on the arrival of .Major Ihooks, refiis(»d further to wraken his 
army until the intentions of the enemy were more fully re- 
vealed. Thoy might, he observed, attack Caml»ridfre first, 
where the seanty stores of the province were lodged ; and, as 
the salvation of the coantry depended upon these, it would be 
unwise and unsafe to risk their capture. As the committee 
of safety were then m session, however, he consented to refer 
the sulyject to them ; and Richard Devens, one of the mem- 
bers, who was a resident of Charlestown, with an anxiety 
almost aiii<»uiitinir to frenzy importimed tliem to ('oiii]>ly with 
Presn'ott s refluent. His eli^tpience jn'evailed ; and marehing 
orders were issued to the whole of the refjimcuts of Stark and 
Reed, who were furnished with fifteen charges of loose pow- 
der and balls to a man, and sent on their, way.' 

Pending these movements on the part of the Americaoii 
the British, by taking advantage of the tide, were enabled to 
bring three or four floating batteries to bear on the intrench- 
ments. ami the firing became severe: but tlie only return mado 
by the Amerirans was a few shot from a cannon in a corner 
of the redoubt.'* At length, about eleven o'clock, the troops 
under Prescott ceased from tlu'ir labors, the intrenching tools 
were piled in their rear, and all awaited the arrival of the 
expected refre^ments and recruits. No works had as yet 
been thrown up on Bunker Hill, as a protection in case of a 
retreat ; nor was it possible, under the drcumstances, to have 

' Swett, in Life of Putnam, 218} Tbacher's Jour. 26; Swett, in Life of 

Frothingham's Siej^. 12& Putnam, 210, 221 } Fiotiimgham^ 

■ Frothinjrham's S'wpv, 12^, note. Siege, 129. 

* Ward's Shrew»bury, uU, 5u ; * FrotittPghum's Siege, 129. 
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THB BRITISH EMBABK FOB CBABLESTOWN. 



CHAP, done more than vra^i done. If, therefore, the neglect of this 
_J^}^ pofit was an oTersight, it could not be helped. Yet, as a par- 
1775. tial atonement for the error, at a later honr in the day, bj the 
advice of Putnam, the tools were sent to Bunker Hill, and a 

breastwork was be<run ; but the operations of the field inter- 
rupl(xl the labor, aud bciore uight the tools were taken hy the 

The preparations of Gage were now completed ; and, about 
noon, four battalions of infiintry, ten companies of gprenadiers, 
and ten of light infantry, with a corps of artillery, were em- 
barked in boats from the Nortii Battery and from the end 

of Long Wharf. Two of the ships of war had been ordered 
to move up the river to join with the Somerset, the floating 
batteries, and tiie battery on Copp's Hill in fii-iug upon the 
American works ; the Falcon and the Lively swept the low 
grounds in front of Breed's Hill, to protect the landing; 
the Glasgow, frigate and the Symmetry transport, moored 
frvther up Charles River, raked the Neck.* A blue flag 
displayed was the signal for starting ; and, as the meridian 
snn shone in its splendor upon the glittering array of scarlet 
uniforms and burnished inur;k(!ts, the plashing of the oai*s, as 
the boats moved on, the flashes of fire from the throats of the 
cannon, and the deafening roar which reverberated from the 
waters and the wood-crowned hills, rendered the spectacle one 
of sublime and thrilling interest' 

At one o'clock the boats touched at Moulton's Point ; the 
troops wore landed witliout inole?!tation, and foruKMl into tlirco 
lines. Directly it was discovered that the cartridges which 
had been sent for the use of the artillery were too large for 
the pieces ; and General Howe, who had examined the Amer- 
ican works, and found them more formidable than he had 

» Heath's Mcms. 19, 20; Froth- Rev. i. 351; Ramsay's Am. Rev. I 

inrfiam's Siege, lUO, and note; bwett, 201; liissett's llisU Eng. L 429 j 

in Life of Putxiam, 225. HumphrevR's Life of Putnan, 95} 

• Impartial Hist, of the War. 209 ; Frothingham's Sie;;c', 1 .-^O, 131, notM. 

Head's Menu. 18 { Oordoa'» Am. ' Frothiugham's 13 L 
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anticipated, sent to Gage for reenforoements and for a fresh chap. 
BDppIy of powder. During the abeenoe of the messenger, the ^J^^ 
British troops dined ; and manj, at that hour, ate their last 1775. 
meaL' 

At two o'clock, more troops arrived ; and at three, the re- 
enforcemcnts consistiner of the fortv-seventh ro-jiiiuMit, the 
battalion of marines, and a few companies of grenadiers and 
light infantry, landed at the ship yard, at the cast end of 
Breed's Hill.^ The movements of the British were soon 
known at Cambridge; and the bells were rung, and drums 
were beaten. Orders were likewise issued for all the troops^ 
save Ward's own r^ment, and those of Gardner and Patter- 
son, and part of Bride's, who were reserved to be prepared 
for an attack on Cambridge, to march to Charlestown. At 
the latter place the Americans wi>re particularly active ; and 
the Connecticut troops, under Caj)tain Knowlton, with the 
artillery and two field pieces, were ordered to oppose the Brit- 
ish right wing, and took post behind a rail fence running across 
the tongue of land from the road to the Mystic, — a distance 
of two hundred and fifty jrards, — in front of which was a thick 
orchard ; and, by pulling up the neighboring fences, a breast- 
work was hastily formed, the intervening spaces being stuffed 
with grass which had been recently mown. This imperfect 
defence was about two hundred yards in the rear of the main 
breastwork, and eighty yards in the rear of the head of the 
slough, leaving an ezteusive opening between the breastwork and 
the fence exposed to cannon shot, and a considerable space be- 
tween the slough and the fence open to the advance of in&ntry. 
This was the weak point, yet the key, of the American position.* 

* Imperti&I Hnt of the War, 209 ; phrevs't life oTPtttiiBni, OS 1 Hwdi'ta 

BiMettV Hist Eng. i. 429; Lord Ma- Mcim. IH ; Frothinghimi's Sic<,a>, 137. 
hon's ULhU Eng. \i. 55; Swett, in ' Heath's Mcmii. 19; Thacher'a 

LUe of Putnam, 225 ; Frothingham's Jour. 28 } Swett, in Life of Pntnaiii, 



Sfege, 131, 132. 222, 223 ; Frotliinghaiii's ^egb, IH, 

» Impartial Hist, of the War, 209 ; and note. 
Kamsay's Am. lie v. L 201 Hump 
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POfiinOV OF THE AMERICANS. 



CHAP. The detachments of guards were now recalled by Colonel 
Pre.-*c()lt, ami ])Osted at a cartway runnini!: soulhwanl from 
1775. tlie sou tli-i'a stern angle of the riMloulit to the narrow road 
round the hill, where a breastwork of fenceti, tilled in with 
grass, was thrown up as on the Icft.^ Already had Warren 
and Pomeroj arrived on the field as volnnteers; and their 
presence was greeted with the heartiest cheers.* General 
Potnam had likewise returned,' with the intention of remain- 
ing to share In the battle ; and he tarried in Charlestown 
tlirouLHi the wliolc jiflcrnoon. ortleiing tlie reeiilbrcemcnts aa 
they arrived, ('ijcuiira<riiig the troops to behave irallantly in 
the actiou, and rendering iuvalual)le services ui every quarter. 
The regiment of Stark arrived at the Neck between two and 
three o'clock ; and though it was enfiladed by a galling fire 
from the ships and batteries, and Captain Dearborn, who was 
by his side, urged him to quicken hb step, the undaunted 
colonel replied, " One fresh man in action is worth ten fatigued 
ones," and marched steadily over.* 

The American troops were posted as advantajroously as the 
natui-e of the ground permitted. The original detauiiMient, 
commanded by Colonel Prescott, with the exception of the 
Connecticut troops, were at the redoubt and breastwork, 
where they were joined, just before the action commenced, hy 
portions of the Massachnsetts regiments under Colonels Brew- 
er, Nixon, Woodbridge, and Little, and Migor Moore with one 
of Callender's artillery companies. General Warren was also 
at the redoubt, where he served as a volunteer.'* firidley's 
artillery eouipany and that under Ciiptaiu Caliender were 
stationeij at tlic exposed |)oint betwecsn the breastwork and 
the rail fence. Perkins's company, belonging to Little's regi- 
ment, and the troops under Nutting, with a part of Warner's 

' Swett, in Life of Putnam, 22S. lar incidents hut r^en than to Oenp> 

• Frotlun^ham's Slef^e, 133. eral Putnam. 

' Frothinghara's Siege, 134. Swett, * Heath's Mems. 20; 1 rotiiiug- 

in Life of Ftttnam, 22d, idatet smi- hamli Sieg^ 136. 
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ooropany, lined the cartway on the right of the redonbt The chap. 

Connecticut troops, under Enowlton, with those from New 

Hampshire nnder Stark and Reed, and a few of the Massachor 1776. 

Job* 17 

setts troops, were at tli(» other fenee. Putnam, wlio took 
cliar<rc of these scattered forces, was at the sainc placti wlien 
the battle began j ^ and General Potncroy, armed with a mus- 
ket, served there as a volonteer.^ Three other companies were 
stationed in Main Street, at the base of Breed's Hill, and 
formed the extreme right' 

The British troops, probably not less than three thousand 
in number,* were uiuit i- the commantl of (ioneral Howe, an 
officer of distinj^uislie<l bravery and merit ; and under him 
were Plgot, Nesbit, Abererombie, Chirke, Butler, Williams, 
Biiee, Spendlove, Smelt, Mitchell, Pitcaim, Short, Small, and 
Lords Percy and Bawdon, most of whom were veterans in 
the service.' The neighboring heights^ which commanded a 
view of the scene of action, were thronged with people, many 
from a distance, anxious to witness the approaching contest; 
and the steeples of the chnrchcs in Hoston were crowded by 
the inhabitants of the metropolis and by British soldiers.^ 

The fire from Gopp's Hill, from the ships, and from the ba^ 
teries now centred on the intrcDchments ; while a fnrions 
cannonade was opened on the American camp at Boxbury, to 
divert the attention of that wing of the army.' Before open- 
ing the action, General ilowe addretfsed hiri army, encouraging 

* Frothingbun'B 8iese, 136. L 202. Thaeb«r, Joar. 26, Gordon, 
« Swett, in Life of Putnam, 228 { Am. II. v. i. :5.V_'.an(l Hr.ulfonl. i. 384, 

FrothinjjhiimS Sie«jp. 136. say '.MMK C'outcnii)oinry MSS. «ay 

* Frotliin<;him's Siege. 13fi, notes. 3300 ; and the Jour, of the Prov. 
There is c')nsi(lt'nil)le confusion in the Conf». 3(>(j. says bet^'een 3000 and 
aooount of the poeitioa of the Amer- 4OU0. SwettN estimate of oOOO is 
icens. altojitetlier too large. See, further, 

* TrumhaH Lett of Au^. 31, 1779, FrothiniHiain^ 8ie|^, 191. 

in 1 M. TI. Coll. vi. l.V.», ^ays the * Swett. in Life of Putnam, 226. 

number of the Britihh was but 1200. * Swett, in Lite of Putnam, 226, 

Stedman. Am. War. i. 126, Biiwett, 227. 

Hist. Eng. i. 42i>. Lord Mabon, Hist. ' ICcath's Mems. 20 ; Swett, in Life 

Eng. \i. oO, and lletith. >remoirs, 20, of Putnam, 227 ) Frothii^ham'e 

say 2000. Manhall, Lite of Wash- Siege, 138. 
IngUte, iL 231, Bamsay, Am. Rev. 
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COHHENCEMENT OF THE BATTLB. 



CHAP, them to "l)ehave like Englishmen and good soldiers; and, 
before moving from his first position, he sent out strong flank 

^1775. gnards, and directed his field pieces to play on the American 
' lines.* This fire was bot ftebly returned by Gridley and Gal- 
lender ; and fbe gons of the former were soon disabled and 
drawn to the rear, while Callender, alleging that his cartridges 
were too large for his pieces, withdrew to Banker Hill. Here 
he was met by Putnam, and ordered to return ; but he refused 
to obey. At length he was deserted by liis men ; and the 
pieces were recovered, and drawn to the rail fence, by Captain 
Ford's company, which had just entered the field.^ Flanking 
parties, under Robinson and Wood's, were liltewise detached 
to annoy the* enemy ; bnt no partionlais are given of their 
service.* 

The British oolomns were soon pat in motion, and advanced 

in two diyisions — the right, under Genera! Howe, pushing 
towards the rail fence, to cut off a retreat from the redoubt, 
and the left, under General Pigot, proceeding to storm the 
redoubt and breastwork.* In a short time, the fire from the 
artillery ceased ; and General Howe, much to his chagrin, 
learned that twelve pound balls bad been sent to load his six 
pound guns ; upon which he ordered the pieces to be charged 
with grape. The progress of the artilleiy, however, was 
greatly impeded by the miiy ground at the base of the hill ; 
and it was posted near the brick kilns, where its balls pro- 
duced but little effect.^ The troops, heated by the burning 
sun, bunlcncd with knapsacks, and obstructed l»y the tall 
grass and fences in their way, moved forward slowly, yet with 

* Clarke's Narr. in Frothingham's m. 490; Frothingham's Siege, 188. 
Siege. 137. * Frothingham'R Siege, 138. 

• Frothingham'R Siege, 138. * Impartial Hist, of the War, 210} 
" Force's Am. Archives, ii. 1705; Stedman's Am. War, i. 126; Itnm- 

Lord Mahon's Hist Eng. vi. 60 ; say's Am. Rev. i. 202 ; Swett, in Life 

Swftf, in T.ifo of Putnam, 231. 232; of Putnam, 229} Frothii^m't 

Boston CVnlinol for INIH; Frothing- Siege, 138, 139. 
ham'a Siege, 13H. Callendcr was af- • Stedman's Am. War, i. 129 1 

tcnrnnU cashiered for his conduct on Fiothingham't Si^ge^ l4Qf and nota^ 
this occasdou. bparks's WaBhinc^toiit 



Digitized by Google 



DIBBCnOHB or THl AlCBRIOAH OFFIOBBS. 88 

imlxmaded confidence. " Let ns take the ball the horns," csap. 
was shonted hy some ; and, inspired with the hope of an easy 

victory, not a donbt was entertained that the "cowardly 1775. 
Americans would flee at the first charge. But the yeomanry 
of Masaacbnsetts were made of too stern stuff to recoil before 
any force without giving battle, and were ordered by their 
officers to reserve their fire until the British were within ten 
or twelve yards of their works, and then to wait nntil the 
word was given. ** Powder is scarce," it was said, " and most 
not \)e wasted." " Wait till vou yee the white of their eyes : 
then fire low ; take aim at their waistbands." '* Aim at the 
handsome coats." " Pick off the commanders.'' ^ 
At length the enemy came within gunshot ; and a few of 
^ the more ardent, forgetting the caution which had been given, 
hastily fired ; but Prescott severely and indignantly reproved 
tiiem, and some of the officers ran round the top of the par- 
apet, and kicked up the guns. Wlien within eiudit rods, the 
order was given ; and Irom redoubt and breastwork a mur- 
derous volley was poured in, which mowed down officers and 
soldiers by scores. Colonel Abercrombie had sneered at the 
cowardice of the Americans. " Colonel Abercrombie, are the 
Yankees cowards ?" was now shouted from their ranks. But 
if the Americans were not coward.-, neither were the Hritisli, 
and they returned tlie hrc with uui)erturbed coohicss. The 
Americans, however, were protected by their works j and 
Pigot, with " surly reluctance," was obliged to retreat.* 

Howe, in the mean time, led the right wing against the rail 
fence ; and the light inlkntry moved along the banks of the 

' StfHlman's Am.War, L 128, 129 ; "were blown to the winds the silly 

Lord Mahon's Hist. Eotf. vi. 67; pmlictions of Lord Sandwich and 

S^vott, in Lifi' of l^itnaiD, 2E30 ; Fiotb- tVilonel Grant as to the allc<»cd defi- 

lughuin's iiiegGf HO. ciencp* of courage in Uie oolooists — 

' Impartiai Hist ofthe War,210; predictkms which, bendes behw in 

Thacher's Jour. 27 ; Lord ^Lihon's this caj*e utterly false and f^roundless, 

Hist. Kng. vi. 57 ; Swctt, in Life of liave aUrays a ni i!iite$t tOAdency tO 

Putnam, 231 ; Frolhimiham's Siege, defeat theniM-'Iveii." 
14L "Then," aoys Lnd Mahoo, 

▼OL. in. 8 
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BESULT OF THE FIRST CHABQB. 



' CHAP. Myotic to turn the left of the American line, while the grena- 
^^1^ diers advanced directly in front.^ The held pieces which Cal- 
1775. lender had deserted, and which Putnam had recovered, were 
^ here brought to bear, and the general himself directed some of 
the dischaiges ;* bnt when the advancing troops deployed into 
line, and a few, as at the redoubt, hastily fired, the veteran 
officer rode to the spot, his sword whistling through the air, 
and with a voice of thunder threatened to cut down the next 
man wlio disobeyed. At length, wiien tlu'v were at the riirlit 
distance, the word was given ; and tlie liritish were mowed 
down as severely as at the redoubt The officers especially 
were victims to the aim of the skilful marksmen, who, as they 
saw one, shouted, " Shoot him I shoot him I > Nearly every 
shot was &tal ; and the carnage was so great, that the col- 
nmns were broken and compelled to retreat. Some of the 
Americans were eager to pursue, and jumped over the breast- 
work for that purpose ; but tlie oQicers reiuoubtiaied, and 
they were witli (lifiiciilty restrained.* 

For a brief period tlie Americans seemed to be victorious. 
But Preacott was confident that tho attack would be renewed, 
and Putnam rode to Bunker Hill to urge forward the re- 
enforcements which had long been expected. Some had 
reached Charlestown Neck, but were deterred from crossing 
by the stdrm of shot which raked the passage ; and G^rrish, 
who had ventured over, confessed that he was exliausted. In 
vain did Putnam attempt to rally them, and inspire them with 
a portion of his own resolute spirit. In vain he cntroated 
and tin p;ifened by turns, lashing his horse with the flat of his 
Bword, and crossing and recrossing to convince them there 
was no danger. The storm raged too fiercely to admit of a 
revival of their courage, and only a few conld be persuaded to 



follow.* 



Frothtngham'a Siege, 142. 
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The British troope were speedily reorganised, and advanoed chap. 
to the attack. But the obstacles before them were the same 

as ix^fore : and thov had, besides, to pass over the dead bodies 1776. 
of tlioir coimades. scattered upon the hill. At this jimcture 
the cry was rair^od that the town was on firo ; and. turning 
their eyes thithorwards, the Americans, to their horror, saw 
dense clouds of smoke ascending, and the forked flames, from 
churches and dwellings, shooting and glaring upon the even- 
ing sky.' It was, indeed, a terrific scene, such as had never 
before been witnessed on these shores ; and the mingled roar 
of cannon and flame, ilnd the storm of shot and cinders which 
hurtled aiound, contrasted painfully with the calnuiess of 
nature, surilinii- in loveliness and beauty on all.'^ Thousands 
of eyes gazed on the spectacle with feelin^^s of awe ; and the 
varied emotions excited by the battle and by the burning of 
the town stirred every heart to its inmost depths. 

The British troops continued to advance, but with more 
caution than at first ; and, as their fire was directed more 
skilfully, a numl>cr of the Americans were killed or wonnded. 
When they were within six rods, the Americans Wvi'd ; and 
officers and men fell in heai)s — whole ranks being swept 
away in a moment's time. Partially recovering, however, 
they still pressed forward ; but the leaden storm burst upon 
them with resistless fury. General Howe was in the hottest 
of this fire ; and two of his aids and several officers fell at 
his side. In vain did the survivors urge the men on at the 
points of their swords ; they were compelled to give way, and 
retreated in confuaioo, leaving the ground strewed with the 
slaio.3 

' StedmanN Am. War, L 126 ; • Thacher's J^iir. 29 ; Burfjoyne to 
Thachex's Jour. 28 ; ltamsay*s Am. Stanley, iii Force's Am. Archives, ii.. 
Bey. I 202; Swett, in Life of Put- and l/>rd Mahon'sHirt. Eng. vL 56} 

nam, 2:yj ; Frotliinf;h.im's SIc>?e, 143. Gordon's Am. liev. L 353} FradliDf- 
The town t^cvnw to have been net on ham's Siege, 1 44. 
fire wxm after the commencement of * Impartial Hist, of the War, 210; 
the action ; and by the time the Bri^ Stedman'n Am. War, L 127, 128 j 
Ish nillied, the flaines hod made alonn- Ilhin^tnn's Gazette for Aug. 3, 1776f 
ing prof^resa. , I'rotliiiigtiam's Siege, 146, 146. 
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Sonic time elapsed before they a^in rallied — so much 
that the Americaos thought they would oot renew tlic aasault 
Putnam, who was on horseback, had once more hastened to 
' the rear for the reenforcements ; but the disorder in the 
camp at Cambridge was such that the commands of General 
Ward were imperfectly executed. A few companies were col- 
lected, however, and inarched on to Charlestown ; but n-veral 
which were expected did not arrive.* In the mean linu', some 
of the troops were scattering — skulking behind rocks, and 
haycocks, and apple trees ; and some even retreated, all^^g 
exhaustion, or that thej had no oflicers to lead them on. Tet 
in the redoubt all was quiet ; and the gallant Prcscott re- 
mained at hirJ post, encourKLrin.ir his men to resist to tlie last, 
and assuring them ti»at, if the British were once more <h iven 
back, tliey could never airain rally.* " We arc ready for the 
red coats," was the hearty response. But ammunition was 
foiling ; and only a few artillery cartridges were left, which 
were opened and distributed. ''Waste not a kernel," said 
Prescott ; "make every shot tell ; " and, diroctinir those who 
had bayonets to be stationed at the |>oint,"< mi»^t likely to be 
assailed, he awaited in silence the approach of the enemy 

A third time General Howe ordered his men to advance ; 
when some of his officers remonstrated, declaring that it would 
i» butchery to expose them to so dreadful a charge. But 
their remonstrances were unheeded. To conquer or die was 
his hxed resolve. The ireiieral himself led the irrenadiers and 
light infantry in front of the breastwork ; while Clinton, who 
had hastened to the rescue,'* and Pigot, led the extreme left, 
to scale the redoubt In a short time, the artillery was so 
posted as to enfilade the breastwork ; and its defenders were 
driven to the redoubt for protection.' Colonel Plrescott, who 

' Frothiti>;1iam's SIcfrc, 146, 147. Conduct of the War, 14 ; Thacher's 

* Frothinghani's Siege, 147. Jour. 27 ; Froth iii^ifhanrs Sioi?e, 
■ Swett, in Life of Putnam, 243 ; * Swett, in Life of Tutium, 2io ; 

FrothinghamH Siege, 14H. Frothtii^iam** Si«g^ 149. 
« Stedmaa't Am. War, L 127| 
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bad seen every thing, was convinced that the redonbt mnst be chap. 
carried. Yet be did not for a mmnent hesitate, bnt issued his 

orders as coolly as ever. Most of liis men had but one round 1775. 
left, aiul few more than three rounds ; and he onh-rcd them 
all to reserve tlieir fire until the Britisli troops were within 
twenty yards. The enemy came on, but not with the zeal 
with which they had formerly advanced. Taught by experi- 
enoCi they bad stripped off their knapsacks, and many of them 
their coats, to be less encnmbered ; and, ezhansted in strength 
and depressed in spurits, it was only by the desperate ezer- 
Hons of their officers that they conid be inspired with firmness 
for the strugt^Ie. As they drew near tlie works, the Ameri- 
cans fired ; and the volley was so deadly, that the columns 
waTered. Recovering in an instant, they again sprang for- 
ward ; and the redoubt was scaled.^ 

Nothing remained for Presoott bnt to retreat His pow- 
der was ezhansted; and bis men bad only stones and the 
bale of tbeir mnskets as weapons of offence. The word was 
accordingly given ; and while some leaped the walls, others 
hewed their way throngh the enemy's ranks. Prescott himself 
was the last to leave ; and he escaped unharmed, " though his 
banyan ami waistcoat were pierced in several places."^ The 
chlvalroas Warren, who up to this moment had fought in tlic 
ranks with self-sacrificing zeal, was reluctant to flee. A few 
rods from the redonbt, a ball pierced bis bead ; and he fell 
to the ground. His death was deeply lamented at the time ; 
and the country felt it had lost one of its best and bravest 
men.* 

The troops at the rail fence, who bad been slightly rcen- 

* 8w»tt, in Life of Piitmin, 24ff- of April, 1776. the of Oenei^ 

S48; Frothinghara's Siege, 160. al Warn n wwe ili.sinterrod from the 

' Frothingham's Siege, 150. spot where they had been hastily bur- 

* Impartial Hist of Uie War, 213 ; icd, and a pubue ftmeral was oelebmt' 
Sporks's Wiishington, iii. 512, note; ed with nmsonic honors. Gordon's 
Swett, in Life of Putnam, 2oO ; Froth- Am. Rev. u. ; Thacher's Jour. 45 j 
XDgbam's Siege, 151, 171. ASier the Bradford, ii. 96, 97 } Austin's Life of 
tVMiBtiaii or Bottoot or on the Sth Q«R7>i 8e»noteL 
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CHAP, forced, fought for ft time with desperate courage ; ^ but when 
^^^^^^^thej saw that Prescott had retreated, thejr began to give 
1776. ground. Their retreat was covered by Putnam with his Con- 
' necticut troops, who " dared the utmost fbrj of the enemy in 
the rear of the whole."* On reaching Bunker Hill, he ex- 
claimed, " Make a stand here! We can stop tlicm yet. lu 
God's name, fom, and give them one .sliot more ; " and. talking 
his own post near a field piece, he "seemed resolved to brave 
the foe alone." The veteran Pomeroy, with his shattered 
musket in his hand, seconded this appeal ; but the troops felt 
that it would be useless to rally. The sUughter on the brow 
of the hill was terrible ; and to remain longer was to ezposo 
themselves to certain destruction. Once more, therefore, the 
retreat was commenced ; and the whole body retired orer the 
Neck amidst the shot from the enemy's ships. A solitary can- 
non was their only defence.' 

At live in the afternoon, the British troops, with a parade 
of triumph, took possession of Bunker Hill, and lay on thdr 
arms during the night General Howe was advised by Oliih 
ton to follow up his advantage by an attack upon Cambridge ; 
but he had seen service enough for one day, and contented 
hiniAclf with firing two field pieces upon the Americans, who 
retreated to Winter and Prospect Hills, and to the camp of 



* Frothingham's Siofjo, 151. 

• Swett, ill I-ifo of I^itnam, 2.V2. 

' Impiirtial Hist of the War, 211. 
SuhscHjtimt to the chte of this I)attlc, 
tliere wns considenible conipMnt of 
the coiidiict of the offioen* ; un l ( '•' n- 
cnil Washington, on reicliin;^' the 
camp, made a strict inquiry, and re- 
ported the result an foUowii,'in a con- 
ndential letter to the pri'siilent of Con- 
grew? : " I'jiou mv arnral, and Muce, 
some com pi lints naTe been preferred 
Bg^aiii-'t nMicors for cowardice in the 
late action ou Bunker's I till. I have 
been sorry to find it an uncontmdieted 
fact that tlie principal failure of duty 
that day was in the oiiicera, though 



many of them distinfrnNhed theoH 
Helves hy their f^.illanl oehivior. The 
soldiers generally sliowef! Lrn it s] irit 
and re'<olt)tio!i." It niiLrht Ik- ob- 
JM'rved, Iiowevcr, ill i-xtenauion of the 
conduct of the persons referred to, 
that very little (li>eiphiie had as yet 
hecn introduced into the Ciimp, and 
that the lack of subordination which 
])revailed must hnve eni!>.irrasKed even 
the best dLijiUiied, ii it did not dia- 
heturten them. Yet if the charge of 
cowardice projK'rly attaches to any 
who servMl on this occasion, it muH 
rest there ; for no auology should ba 
o&red Sat such conduct. 
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Jan. 17* 



General Ward.^ Prescott, whom nothing could subdue, re> oeap. 
paired at once to head quarters, and oflfered to retake Bunker 
Hill, or perish in the attempt, if three regiments of fifteen hun- 177.5. 
dred men, well c<[ nipped with ammnnttfon and bayonets, were 

placed at liii* dispo.-al ; but Ward very wisely decided tliat the 
condition of his army would not justily so bold a measure/'^ 

Thus ended the battle of Bunker Hill. The loss of the 
Americans, in the different engagements, was one hundred and 
fifteen killed, three hundred and five wounded, and thirty cap- 
tured — a total of four hundred and fifty men.^ The loss of 
the British was a(hnittcd in tlie official account to have been 
two hundred and twenty-six killed, and (M<rht hundred and 
twenty-eight wounded — a total of ten hundred and lifty four 
men ; but the Americans estimated their loss as high as fifteen 
hundred.^ 



* Suett, in life of Putnam, 2J4 j 
Frothnigham't Siege, 153. 

* Swett, in Life of Putnam, 256 ; 

Frothiiif^ham's Sie^^c, lu3. 

' Impartial Hist, of the War, 21 1 ; 
Stedman's Anj. Wiir, i. 127 ; ThaclR r's 
Jour. 30; Heath's Mems. 20; X. 11. 
Hist, ColL iL H4-147 ; Gordon's Am. 
Ber. L 357 ; Matohail'g Washington, 
ii. 131 ; Spiirks's Waahinj^lon, iii. 38; 
Pradfoni, i. 3N(5; Lord Mahon's Hist, 
Eng. vL 08 ; Swell, in Life of Put- 
nam, 257 ; Frothingham's Siege, 192, 
193. 

* Impartial Hist, of the War,2ll ; 
Stedman's Am. War, L 127 1 Biff>ett*s 
Hist. Eng. I 430; Heath*s Mems. 

20 ; Th ichprV Jour. 30 ; Rnsex CJa- 
zelle lor July G and Au-j. 17, 1775 ; 
Gordon's Am. Jtev, L 3.>o ; Murshall's 
Washington, ii. 231 ; S|) irk>'s W ash 
ingtOD} iiL 3C, 38; Lord ^Lihun's 
Hut En£. vi. 56; Bradford, I 386; 
Swctt, illLifc of Putnam, 230 ; Fnjth- 
inj^ham's Si»;,'e, li»l. The (jnesiion 
ban been niised, ui.d di.scu.s^c■d with 
eome wannth, Who Mas the com- 
mander at Pun'ar Hill? That Jo- 
seph Warren was not the commander 
ia now generallv admitted ; nor does 
he seem to have claimed or occupied 
any other positiaa than that of a vol- 



unteer. The honor, therefore, lies be- 
tween Presoott and Putnam. But if 

it is l)ome in mind tliat each colony, 
at this time, had an establishment of 
its own, and lt»at no commander-in- 
chief had been appointed by the Geo^ 
eral Conjrre*is, it will be evident that 
General Ward, who acted mider the 
authority of the Provincial Congress 
of Maju-achuHctts alone, had no au- 
thority over Putnam, and, thou;;h he 
could advi.se with, rouid not direct, 
him. The intreiu hin;; jjorty fient out 
by W -nl was headed by Prescott ; 
and tlie command of that utticer Kcems 
to have been ]trineipally limited to the 
redoubt. I'utnam ^eetIl- to luuc taken 
UjKJU hinuielf tlie charfje of atiiiira 
without the redoubt, and was active 
throughout the engagement wherever 
his Hfi vices were ntHMlttl, Tliere wiiR, 
therefore, uo one ollicer who liad the 
sole and exclusive eommand ; and not 

only arc Prescott and Putn im entitled 
to eijual crinlit, — the former for hia 
fidehty in executing the orders of his 
snj)erior, and the latter for his zealous 
and eileetive cnopenitioii. — tmt all 
who served on liial day, and who made 
such a noble and ^pliant standtsbould 
be remembered with gratitude. 
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THE SIBOB OF BOSTON. 

CHAP. TiiK inimodiatc consequence of the battle of P.imkor ITill 
was to establish a state of general hostility. The Americans, 
im ihoogh defeated, were in eflfect victorious ; ^ and the courage 
they had displayed was snch as caused even Washington to 
declare that the liberties of the country were safe." * The 
lack of snbordination was a serious evil ; and so sensible were 
all of tiie necessity of remedying this evil, that the siibi«x;t 
was freely discussed by the officers, and urged upon the atten- 
tion of the proper authorities. The position of the army was 
somewhat alarming. The firing from the British cannon, 
commenced on Saturday, had not ceased on Sunday at three 
in the afternoon. That night it was rumored the British 
would leave Boston, and march out through Roxbury. In 
such case, it was e»|)ected"a dreadful battle must ensue;" 
and the wife of John Adams wrote. " Almighty God cover the 
heads of our countrymen, and be a shield to our dear friends.^' ' 
Ckige, however, had no intention of removing his quarters ; 

Jon. 19. and, eicasperated by his reverses, he issued a prochunatton 
requirmg all the inhabitants who had arms ** immediately to 
surrender them at the court house," threatening that "all per- 
sons in wliose possession any firearms miglit hereafter be 
found should be deemed enemies to his majesty's go vera- 
ment."^ The tories, to evince their loyalty, volunteered as 

Tmmrtial Hist, of the War, 214. in^jham's Sippp, 157, not p. 
Comp. Lord Muhon's UigU Eiig. vi Letters ol Mrs. Atlxmis ; X. A. 
56,aiMl WdMter's Bunker HiU Ad- Rev. for Oct, 1840, 369} Ftothin^^ 
dnas, 21. ham's Sic^'c, 207. 

' Webster's Address, in Froth- * JbroUumrhom's Hiege, 208. 

^ (40) 



Digitized by Google 



AXBSaOAXt INTBENCH1IB1IT8. 



41 



patrols ; and a company of fort} -nine was establishedi each craf, 
niglit, to relieve the troops.* >Jliw 

The carapai'jn had now opened ; and, as it was uncertiiin 1775. 
how soou hostilities might be renewed, it behooved both par- 
ties to fortify their positions as speedily as possible. Accord- 
ingly, General Howe, who had encamped on Bunker Hill, and 
who was promptly sopplied with additional troops, commenced jim.17. 
a breastwork on the north-western declivity of the hill, upon 
wliicli. for several days, his men luUored witli diliirence.^ The 
Americans were equally aetive ; and General Putnam, wlio Jun.18. 
had taken possession of Prospect Hill, marked out an in- 
trenchmenty working with his own hands, to encourage his 
men ; and one half of eight of the HasBachnsetts regiments Jm,» 
were draughted daily to assist him.' By the last of the month Jm.» 
nearly four thousand men are said to have been concentrated 
here ; l»oth tlio eminences forming tlie hill were stronirly for- 
tified, and connected by a rampart and fosse ; and the works 
were prosecuted with such vigor, ttiat early in July they were Julys. * 
** almost impregnable/' ^ 

The New Hampshire troops, on the night of the battle, oo- 
copied Winter Hill ; and, being reenforced by Poor's regiment, 
intronehments were thrown up of a size and strentrth exceed- 
ing those of any other j)osition, which were held by about two 
tliousand men, under General Folsom, until the arriv^ of 
Washington.^ The head quarters at Cambridge were likewise 
Btreogthened ; and, from the redoubt near the college, a complete 
line of circumvallation extended from the Charles to the Mystic 
River The right wing, at Boxbury, was equally cared for ; 

» Frothin^ham's Sicf»c, 208. zette for June 29, 1776 j Frothing* 

• Si>arks's Washington, iii, 17 j ham's Siefrt', 211. 

Frothinfih im'K Sie^c, 208. • Marshairs Washinjjton. ii. 241; 

' Heath's Memoirs, 22; Sjiorks's Sparks's Washin«;ton, iii. 17; Froth- 

"NVashinKf""' 'ii* ^''^ 18; FlOthiD|^ in<^ham's Sie^c. 211. (iencril I'ol- 

haro's Siege, 210, 211. Bom arrived at the camp on l'ue>d;iv, 

« Frothin|(h<im'B Siege, ^11. Mar- June 20. Letter in N. H. Hist ColL 

filial), Life Washin^'tnn. ii. 241, sap ii. 146. 

Putnam had under iiini but lOOO men. ' Heath's Memoirs, 22 ; rrothing- 

• Heath's Menu. 22; Essex Ga- ham's Siege, 211, 217. 
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CHAP, and, under the directioii of General ThomaB, who was at tho 
head of two of the Connecticat and nine of the Massachosetts 
im. laments, — in all, between four and fiye thoosand men, — a 
fort was built upon the hill about two hundred yards west- 
ward of the meetinir house ; an intrenchment at the Dudley 
Uousc oxtoiulcd to tlie hill east of tlie luoctini,^ liousc ; a breast- 
work was thrown up across the main street, and another on 
tlie Dorchester road near the Viurial ground ; and redoubts and 
breastworks were plauted at other points. ^ The first heavy 

Jvn.91. cannon were mounted here a week after the battle ; and, a 
week later, shot were 'thrown from them into Boston.* 

The Ptovincial Congress having appealed to the other 
colonies for additional troops, reenforoements for the army 
poured in daily, and at least one company of Stockbridge 
Indians repaired to the camp for pcrvice.^ The reirimcuts 
from Connect ieiit and Rliode Ishmd were placed under Gen- 
eral Wai-d ; tho troops were all in higli spirits ; and tiiey 
" longed to qieak again " with his nugesty's forcc^).'* " I wish," 
wrote Greene, "we could sell them another hill at the same 
price ; " ^ and this wish was cherished by alL Fears had, in* 
deed, been expressed by Congress that^ ** as soon as the enemy 
should have recovered a little strength from their amazing 
fatiirues, and their suri>rising losses should have Ix^eu made up 
by the arrival of new troops, which were shortly expected, 
they would direct all their force to some one point, and make 
the utmost efforts to force the American lines, destroy their 
magazines, and thereby strike a general terror and amazement 

' Esse x Grtzette for June 2f>, 177.V; E. Gem', Sept. 20, 177«, in Anitm't 

Frothinfjliuin's Sif^o, 212, 217. TIi«.' IJtV of Gerry, i. 1 14. 
Uuiiley House, it is said, stood on the * Jour. Prov. Cong. 387-^89 ; Lord 

site of tlie present UniTenalist meet- Mahon's Hist Eng. vi. 39 ; Frothing 

tag hoxiH'. ham'.H Siege, 212, 213. Foraskctcli 

* Heath's Memoins 23 ; Thachcr's of the treaty \(iih the I'enobvoot tribe, 

Jour. 33 ; Frothin|;^ni*8 Siege, 212. see J<mr. Pror. Cong. 309-371. 
The works at T{i>xl)in y are said to * Frothinghanr.s Siege, 209, 210L 
have been planned by " the ingenuity * Frothiogham's Siege, 210. 
of Xticnc and Waten." & Adams to 
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into the hearts of the iohabitaats of the whole couatry."i chap. 
Bat^ whatever apprehensions were felt on this score, few were 
intimidated ; and though an irregular warfare was kept up for im 
more than two weeks, and shots and shells were discharged 

by the British upon tlie American camp, and alarms of sallies 
"wore raised, no serious cuirfiiijenic'nt occiirnMl ; and thc^-e prel- 
udes served sinijily to occupy the attention of the Aniericaus, 
and to incite them to vigihmce to prevent a surpridc.^ 

The arrival of Washington was awaited with anxiety. The 
Congress, as a mark of respect to his person, ordered a com- 
mittee to repair to Springfield to escort him to head quarters ; 
and a cavalcade of citizens and a troop of light horse accom- 
panied him on his entry. At Watortown, he was welcomed jToij % 
in a couLiratuliitory address, to whicli he replied willi liis 
accustomed di/^iity ; and, havint!; taken uj» his quarters at tlic 
house of the president of the college, which had been fitted 
up for his reception, he entered upon his duties as commander- 
in-chief.' 

The first care of his excellency, immediately upon his arri- 
val, was to virit the American posts, and, as soon as the 

weather permitted, reconnoitre the enemy's works. The troops 
subject to his conmiand consisted of " a mixed multitude of 
pcojjlo, under very little discipline, order, or L''overrnnent ; * 
and their supply of powder, when examined, proved so mea- 
gre^ that there was " hardly cnouirh in the camp for nine car- 
tridges to a man.'' The difficulty of maintaining, with such 
materials, a line of posts so extensive and important, would 
have disheartened a general of inferior abilities. But» fertile 
in expedients, and possessing the confidence of all his subor- 
dinates. Washin«rton devoted himself earnestly to the remod- 
elling of his army, and iu a very short time was enabled to 

» Jour. Prov. Cong, 889| Froth- Gordon's Am. Rev. i. 3(i',, 366 ; 

ingham'> Siej^f, 210. Tlvn ber's Jotir. 31 ; Marslvill's Wash- 

^ Frothin{^ham's Siefjc, 212, 2iii. ingUin, ii. 2UU; Sinirk.H's Washinj'ton, 

* Jour. Prov. Cong. 398-400, 438, iii. 14, 4^4^86 } Fiothmgham's Suge, 

438 } Enes Gautte Sat July 6, 1775 { 214, 215. 
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CHAP, infuse into every branch of the military service a portion of 
,_J ^ his own resolute spirit, so that the system of discipline and 
ins, order which was established proved of infinite valoe to the 
American cause.* 

The forces of the British, including seamen, probably con- 
Bistcd of from nine to ten thousand men and as it wan ecu- 
ceived that an American aiin\ of tweiitv-two thousand would 
be necessary to comjxjte with thciu successfully, and but six- 
teen thousand had been enrolled,^ of whom but fotn-ttvn thou- 
JnijO. sand five hundred were fit for duty, the oonncil of war de- 
cided in &vor of fresh levies ; and the troops already raised 
were arranged in three divisions, each comprising two bri- 
gades — the right wing, posted at Roxbury, being placed under 
General Ward ; the left wincr, towards Charlestown, under 
General Loe ; and tlie ccnlie UM<lt r (Ifiicral Putnam, with 
"Washington as chief, whose head quai'ters were at Cambridge.* 
The appearance of the camp was remarkably grotesque. 
The lodgings of the soldiers were as different in their form 
as the owners in their dress and every tent was "a por> 
traiture of the temper and taste of the occupants. " Some^" 
writes one, "were made of boards, and some of sailcloth; 
some partly of the one, and partly of the otiier. Again, others 
are made of stone and turf, brick or brush. Some are 
thrown up in a hurry ; othei-s curiously wrought with doors 
and windows, done with wreaths and withes in the manner 
of a basket. Some are your proper tents and marquees, look- 

* Gordon's Am. Ilev. L 368 ; Itam- the losses then sustained. 

mf9 Am. Her. i 222 ; Bradford, iL * 8paritRPi Waahmgfton, iii. 27, 80. 

1»| Sparks'tWasliinfxton, SL 17,89| * Jour. Cont. Cong. I 162 5 Gor- 

Ftothliigfaain*8 Sie^, 218. don's Am. Rev. L 367 ; Sporks's 

* Washington, to hill brother, July tVashin^n, iu. 15, 19, 27,33,54, 
27, 1775, says 1 2,000 ; the Jour, of the 4SS ; llamsay'R Am. Kcv. i. 223, 224 ; 
Prov. Cong. 389, says lO.OOO; and Bradford, ii.' 17, 18; Frothingham't 
Marshall, Life of "^Va-shiufjion, iL Siege, 219, 220. Of the 14,500 troops 
248, says 8000. The estimate in the named in the text, 0000, it is smd, 
text is probably corroot, or nearly so. bclonffcfl to Mas.sachusetts, and the 
BH tlierc were but about 10,<K)() be- remaining 6500 were raised by the 
fine the battle of Bunker Hill, and other New Knglmd — * - -- 
that number mw leduoed 1000 by 
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ing like the regular camp of the enemy. In these are the chap. 
Bhode Islanders, who are famished with tent equipage, and 
every thing in the most exact English style." " However," 177A. 
he addS) ** I think this great variety is rather a beauty than a 
blemish in the army."* 

The country around Boston has long been famed for its 
charming scenery : and the ainpliitlieatrc of liills whicli encir- 
cles the peninsula aflbrds, from a great number of points, mag- 
nificent views of tlie metropolis, and of the islands wliich gem 
the waters in front, while the more lofty eminences completely 
overlook the city, and command it from every quarter. The 
changes which have been made within the last fifty years have 
materially altered the aspect of the town ; and its area has 
been so enlarged by filling in vast tracts once covered with 
water, and so large a portion of its surface is now covered 
with buildings, that it is diflicult to conceive how it must have 
appeared when it was a village of but a few thousand inhab- 
itants, in no part densely settled, and with here and there 
extensive openings either entirely unoccupied or improved as 
pastures.* The neighboring towns have likewise changed, 
and, relatively, perhaps to as great an extent as tiie metrop- 
olis itself. Roxbnry, Brookline, Cambridge, and Charlestown, 
together, contain at lea.st three times the number of inhabit- 
ants that Boston did at the Ojiening of tlie revolution.^ But 
beyond these towns the aspect of nature is less altered ; and 
one who views from the dome of the State House tlie splendid 
panorama spread before the eye can form some idea of the 
appearance of the landscape three fourths of a century ago. 
The same hOls are there, crowned with trees. The same rocks 
are there, hoary with lichens. And occasionally a majestio 

' Letter of Rev. "William Emenon, opening of the revolution, wiw about 

in Smrks's Wnshinfrton. iii. 491,492; 20,000; the population of the cities 

Lorn M;ihn!r>i ]\'<.^t. Fiiij. ji, 65; and towns named in the text, by the 

Frx>thini;hamV Sie<,a*, 1222. census of I6oo, was not iiir from 

' Fruthingham's Siece, 221. 60,000. 

* The po^ktion of Boitoii, at ^ 
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INCIDENTS OF THE BIEGB IN JULY 



CHAP, elm or a decaying buttonwoorl marks the site of some old 
^J[^ mansioii, carefully protected from the xaTages of timei and 
im serring as a link to connect the present with the eventful 
past. 

It most have been, to our fathers, a painfal thought, that the 
lands which they had redeemed and improved for tillage, cot- 
ered wiili orchards, coniliol<l,«!. and irrass, and ujx)u tlic culture 
of whicli tlicy had exiiciidcd their toil as well as tlicir treas- 
ure, were to be ])loughed by the cannon of the enemy, and 
converted for a .season into a desolate waste. But, with 
whatever regrets they submitted to the sacrifice, not a mur- 
mur escaped them; and he was accounted the best patriot 
who submitted most cheerfully, and yielded bis property at 
the call of his oouutry. Nor should the generous spirit which 
animatod them be forgotten by their descendants ; and may 
they be found ready, in the hour of need, to follow the exam- 
pie of their illustrious sires. 

An occasional cannonade from Boston and Koxbury,* the 
capture of stragglers from the enemy's camp,^ and the arrange- 
ment of the army into its several divisions constituted the 
incidents of the siege in July. The vigilance of Washington 
was constantly exercised to strengthen his own position^ con- 
fine the enemy closely to their quarters, and cut off the sup- 
plies they were daily expecting. Partly for the latter purpose, 
. and paj-tly as a precaution against surprise, whaleboats were 
provided by the legislature of Massachusetts to trauspoi t Hour 
to the camp, and were kej)t on the watch to give early notice 
of movements by water and express horses, ready saddled, 
were stationed at several posts, to bring speedy intelligence of 
movements by land.^ The Provincial Congress, then in 8es> 
sion, sanctioned by the authority of the Congress at Philar 

' Heath's Memoirs, 22| FMrthlDg- ' Mirshall's Washinj^ton. ii. 249; 

ham'8 Siege, 224-227. BnuUurd, it 44 ; Frothiiigham's Siege, 

* Heath's Menu. 34 ; Foroe*t An. 223. 

Archives, ii. 1650) Frothiiigfaam's * Jmir.Prov Con^.482}ManhaU'e 

S^e, 225. Washin^u, iL 24i^. 
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delphia, had previously arranged for the settlement of the chap. 
goveriiinont of the province by calling an assembly,* provided ^^^j^ 
guards for the sea coast by establishing companies in the 
maritime connties,* appointed mryeym for the army,' and 
ordered an aooonnt to be taken of the powder in store.* 

A correspondence between Generals liCe and Burgoyne, 
which occurred abont this time, attracted uiuch attention ; July 8. 
and an iiileiview was proposed by the hitter, "to indiioo such 
explanation.s as miirht tend in tlioir conse(]uoncos to peace : " 
but as it was apprehended that such au interview might cre- 
ate those jealousies and suspicions so natural in a people 
stroggling in the dearest of all caoses, — that of their liberty, 
property, wives, children, and future generations," — at the 
suggestion of the Congress, and with the approval of the 
officers, it was wisely declined.^ 

"Well would it have Itcen had all acted as wisely as Lee. 
But, unrortunatcly, one in whom great coiilidt'iiee had b(H?n 
placed, and who had formerly been active in the cause of lib- 
erty,* was, at a later date, suspected of holding a treasonable Oet. 
correspondence with the enemy ; and, after passing the ordeal 

* Jour. Prov. Coiur. 359, 454 ; Im- erection of powder niilk, at the ex- 
partial Hist of the war, 206 ; Bi*- pense of the pronnce, at Stoughton 
fiett's Hist Eng. i. 427 ; Hradford, ii. and Andover; and ostahlishments for 
41. This assoTnl^Iy, it should be ol»- the manufacture of firearms and can- 
sen'ed, wa-s a distinct body from the iion wen- encourn<red in several placcfl. 
Pro\-incial Conj^reHs and wa«f in fitct, Bradi Drd, ii. 1 1. 4 '>. 

the lej;isliture of the ])ro\inee. * Jour. l*rov. Cong. 4J*1-4S3; E*- 
« Jour. Prov. Cong. 422, 423, 42r,, Gazette for July 13, 21, 2S, and 
433; Bradford, n. 49. AtlMymoulh, Aug. 3, 177.5 ; Si>arks'> Washington, 
a company was oniered ntil for the iii. 49S-;iOO ; Nilcs's Pnnfij)h's and 
defeuce of that towu, aiid of tlie Ciur- Acts of the Jiev. 206-210; Froth- 
net at the entrance «f the hubor. At iiigham*B Siege, 22.3, 224. 
Weymoutli. TliiiL'liani, Hraintree. and " Dr. Beninniin Church. In Dra- 
CohasHet, cuuipauies were likewise per'8 Gazette for Sept 21, 1775, ap* 
kc])t in ■ervice for sereral monthi; peorcd the foUowing notice, wl^ni 
and at Marblchcad, Salem, and probably alhides to t hi < af'air :•' We 
Gbucestcr, a ]>orti()n of the dtixcns, hear a certain ucrson of weight among 
at their own re(j[uest, were employed the rebeU hatn offerc<l to return to 
in military service. See the rolla, at his allegiance, on condition of being 
the State House. pardonetl and pro\ided for ; what en- 
' Jour. Prov. Cong. 424, 449. courogemeut he has received remains 

* Jour. Pkov. Cong. 42H-43(). Pro- a secret." 
tinooi were Kkewise made for the 
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CBiJP. of the Conoral Court, IxTdre whidi he was Funiinoncd, he 
^_J5^ was scuteuced by the Continental Congress, to wliidi Ins car^e 
177& was referred, to be imprisoned in Connecticut, and remaioed 
In eonfioemeDt nntil the ensuing spring, when be was released 
on the ground of declining health, and afterwards obtained 
1778. permission to take passage in a brigantine bound to Marti- 

Jab* 9* 

nique ; bat the vessel in which he sailed was never again heard 

from, and he is supjwsed to have perished at sea.^ 

It would be tedious to enumerate the incidents of tlie siege 
with the minuteness of detail wliich tiie newspapers afford. 
The army in Boston was speedily strengthened by tlie arrival 

Joijsb. of troops and provisions and, towards the last of July, a 
bomb battery was planted on Bunker Hill, the guard on 
Oharlestown Neck was advanced fiirther into the country, and 
an abatis was thrown up for its protection, formed of trees 
felled for the purpose.' Yet the inhabitants of the beleaguered 
town, and even the soldiers, owing to the absence of fresh pro- 
visions and the ojipressive heat of the summer weather, were 
" very sickly and much dqjected ; " and General Gage, tired 
of the presence of so many who acted as spies upon his move- 
ments, and succeeded, in spite of his vigilance^ in conveying 

ivtyM, intelligenoe without the lines, gave orders for all who were 
disposed to depart by water to return their names, and they 
should have liberty to leave.^ The principal encouragements 

* OntheailnrofOniiditMeTnini- osoie, the ooancQ were not latiBBed 

bull, MS. Letter Rook R.. 221 ; with hi>; dcfrncc, nor was the juire- 

Thacher'8 Jour. ^H; 1 M. IL ColL L minded Washington fully jjKTbuaded 

84-94 ; Foioe*t Am. Arduves; Al- of the hone«tv m hm intenliona. 

num'sRCTiembnuiceriiL 15G ; Roston ' Heath's Slcms. 21. TheA'<sem- 

Choette for Jan. 8, 1776 ; bparks's hh of Connecticut voted, on the Ut 

Wanhin^ton. iii. 115, 502-A06; jReed*a of July, to niie two regiments, of 700 

Reed. i. ; (iordoii's Am. Rev. u men each, to augment the army, and 

41U, and iL 303 ; liradford, ii. 76, 77 ; marching orders woe MDt to them 

Frothin^ham's Siege, 2aH-260. It on the 2.5th. 

is difficult to clear the doctor of all ' Sparks's Corresp. of the Rev. L 

blame in tJiis matter ; and although 5, 10 ; Frothingham s Sies^e, 229. 

he pci"sonally repudiatetl the charge * Sparks's Wanliington, iii. 34 j 

of a traitorous design, and no ex- Frothmgham's Si^, 229, 237. In 

pressions were found in his U tter de- the Kssex (iaz<'tte lor Aug. 10, 1775, 

cidedly prejudicial to iiis country's the number of residents of iioston is 
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recdved by his forces, for nearly a monfh, conristed ia the ghaf. 
sucoees of a pknderiBg expedition in Hie neighborhood of 
New London,^ and tiie capture of an American Teasel laden vm. 
with stores ; and with these trophies of ▼iotory,'' on theur 
arrival in Boston, " the bells were set to mnsic — to the no 
small joy and comfort of the poor, half-starved tories."' 

The Ainoricans, in the mean time, after calling n pen God July 20. 
for assistance in their trials ^ forwarded with all diligence Jniy 24. 
their works on Winter Hill/ and performed gallant exploits 
in the harbor and at Boxbury.^ The rifle companies from 
the south had arrived — stoot, hardy men, dressed in their 
white shirts and ronnd hats, and skilled as marksmen but 
the stock of powder in the camp was exceedingly small, and 
Washington pressed upon Congress the necessity of supplies.'' 
Nor was lie without suspicion that a surprise was intended 
upon his camp ; for detachments of the enemy rowed about 
the harbor daily, or paraded with their light horse on Charles- 
town Common, where their brilliant appearance and scarlet 
nniforms contrasted strongly with the homely garb and simple 
frocks of the continentals. Being plentifully supplied with 
powder, likewise, they diverted themselves with cannonading 
daily the American lines ; but, except when the soldiers care- 
lessly exposed themselTCS, very little dajnage waa done, and 
few were killed.* 

wt down at 6573 ; and the numlier tinental fui ever o1)<«ervod mnce the 
of troops at 13,000, incliulinj; iheir Ki ttk mcnt of the colonii-s." iSeu also 
depeiulaiiu*, women, and children. Pemberton's Jour, in 1 M. IL Coll. iL 

* BoRton Gazette for Aug. 14, 1775 ; 55. 
Essn\ (J i/cttn f«r Aiu'. '2i, 177.5; * Frothinffham's SIe;,rf., 'j-jS. 
Almun'ii itemembrancer, ii. 41, 42} ^ Irotluugiium'tt Siege, 2.i0-232. 
Sparks'i Corresp. of the Rev. L 31 { * Eases Gaxette for Aug. 13, 1775 ; 
CaulkinsV Hist. New I>ondoii, 517 { Boston Ouette for Au;;. 11, 177.3; 
Frotbingham'ii Si^, 236. Gordon's Am. Rev. i. 309 ; I hacher*s 

' Boston Gazette for Aug. 14, 1775 ; Jour. 33; Frothingham*s Siege. 227. 
Frothingham'ti Sii^, 236. One of thei^e com|janies urrivea Jttl^ 

' Jour. C'ont. Cong. i. 109, 110 ; 2o. and the rest Aufr, o to 7. 
Essex Gazette for June 29, 1775 ; ' Frothin^'lum's Siege, 231. 
l{ilra^ay's Am. Ilev. i. 199; Gnnlons - Iniimrtial lli»t of the War, 215; 
Am. Rev. i. 371. .'^72; Frotliiii^luim's SjKirk^V Washiiif;ton, iii. 00; Froth- 
Siege, 226. "Thi-V sii>8 Tiiacher, iugluim* Siege, 231. Tiie unilorms 
Jour.. 32, ** is the fifst general or ooo* of the AmerioBiu^ says a letter of July 
VOL. m* 4 
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60 occuPAnoN or flouoobd hill. 

CHAP. A more important movement was the occupation of Ploughed 
Hill, now ICoont Benedict, in front of Winter Hill, and within 
I77i> point blank shot of Bnidcer Hill* The ramori whidi had been 
oircnlatiog for weeks, that the British intended to storm the 
American intrenehments, determined Washington to occupy 
this hill ; and, as it was suspected that tliis step would bring 
on an engacrcmcnt, the occasion was one of unusual interest. 

▲ng^. A fatigue party of twelve hundred men, and a guard of twen- 
ty-four hundred, under General Sullivan, were detailed for 
this service, and worked so diligently during the night, that 
in the morning the works were sufficiently strong to afford 
some protection against the enemy's eannon. At an early 

A«g.27. hour the British opened their batteries, but the fire was not 
returned ; and, though they continued for several days to 
bombard the works, tliev did not venture upon any open 

8«p. 10. attack ; and after a time their firing ceased.^ 

Before this date, an incident bad occurred whicli reflected 
little credit on Gage or his followers. This was the felling, in 
Boston, of Liberty Tree, fiunous in the annals preceding the 
revolution, and which was a sacred relic in the eyes of the 
people. Armed with axes, the "troops and the tones" at> 
tacked it with fury ; and, " after a long spell of langhing and 
grinning, sweating, swearing, and foaming with diabolical 
nialieo,'' they succeeded in bringing its tufted honors to the 
ground — but not without the loss of one of their number, 
perched on the topmost limb, who was crushed by his precip- 
itate fall to the ground. Yet, though Liberty Tree had fallen, 
the " grand American tree of liberty, planted in the centre of 
the United Colonies of North America,'' remained unharmed, 

19, *<are made of brown Holland and Qantte fat Av^. SI, ITIS ; Foreeli 

OsnaburgB, somethinp^ like a shirt. Am. Archive*, iL 17.") ; Almon's Rc- 

doubk' caped over the Bhouldcr, in raembrancer, ii- 179, ISO; Sparks's 

imitation of the Indians; and on the Washinfijton, iiL 71, 73, 84; Gordon's 

breast, in oaptal lettei-s, is their mot- Am. Rev. L 405 t Frothingfaam'k 

to, ' Libertv or death.' " Siege, 2ii3, 234. 
* Heath's Mems. 26, 27; Essex 
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and "flourished with imriTallcd, increafiing beauty, bidding OHAP. 
&ir, in a short time^ to afford nnder its wide-spreading ^J^;;^ 
bnnchos a safe and hafpj retreat ibr all the Sons of Liberty, m& 
however numerous and dispersed.'' ^ 

The only other Incident of importance which occurred ait 
this time was a correspondeucc between Wa.-hini^tou and 
Gage relative to the treatment of American jiri.soners. A 
number had been taken at the battle of Bunker II ill ; and 
officers and soldiers, without distinction, had been thruAt into 
the common jail, and treated as felons. Washington protest 
ed against the injustice of this course, and hinted that, if it Ang.lL 
was persisted in, he should be compelled to retaliate; bnt 
Gage, in reply, with his accustomed insolence, declared that Aagja. 
" Britons, ever preeminent in mercy, had outgone common • 
examples, and overlooked the criminal in the raj»tive." 
" Upon the?e principles," lie added, " your prisoners, whose 
lives, by the laws of ttie laud, arc destined to the cord, have 
hitherto been treated with care and kindnesB, and more com- 
fortably lodged than the king's troops in the hospitals — indis- 
criminately, it is true, for I acknowledge no rank that is not 
derived from the king.'' To this haughty message Washings 
ton retomed a dignified reply, asserting that he conid conceiTe 
of no more honorable .source of rank "than that which flows 
from the uneorrupted choice of a liravc and free ])cnpli — tlio 
purest source and original fountain of all power ; and that, 
80 fiur from making this a plea for cruelty, a mind of true 
magnanimity and enlarged ideas would comprehend and re- 
spect it.'' But the mind of Gage was too obtuse to be affected 
by such reasoning ; and the correspondence with Sir William 
Howe, a few days later, led to a suspension of that interconrse Aiis.221 
between the camps which had been hitherto permitted.^ 

' Es-«ex Gazette for Aug. 31 and 500,501 ; Almon's Remembrancer, L 

Sept 7, 1775; Bradfonl. ii. 62; 179. ii. GO ; (Jordnn's Am. Ilev. i. 404; 

FroihinghairiH Siege, 237, 238. Nilea's Principles and Acts ol" the Itev. 

* llKsex aizette for Oct 12» 1775) 266, 267 1 Bmdlbnl, iL 5i-S»i Fradt-^ 

flpoka't Wadui^toB, iiL 00^ e0-M» iun^'a Sieges 2IO-8i2. 
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OCCURRENCES IN SEPTEMBER. 



CHAP. The month of September passed (|iiietly, upon the whole. 
Slight ekinnisli*'.-;. iii<leed, occurred Ix-iweeu tlio American rifle- 
1770. men and the British regulars : additional works were thrown 

Sep. 10. 

np in Bozbnrj ; and a detachment of a thousand men, under 
Colonel Benedict Arnold, was sent to Quebec, to codperate 
with General Schuyler in following up, or rendering aTaila- 

ble, the capture of Ticonderoga, which occurred earlier in 
8^11. the season.^ A council of war was likewise held relative to 
the ex|)ediency of an attack upon Boston by land and by 
water, in co6[)eration with an attempt upon their lines at Rox- 
buiy ; but it was decided to be inexpedient.^ Yet, reluctant 
to relinquisb the project) and convinced that, should the British 
army be considerably strengthened, the ''consequences to 
America would be dreadfhl," the secretary of Washington, 
Joseph Reed, who may bo supposed to have expressed the 
views of his superior, wrote that tlie army and navy must, at 
all events, be "destroyed this winter ; " and Wasliington liim- 
8ap. 21. self, in an elaborate letter to the General Congress, described 
his situation as " inexpressibly distressing,'' since the time for 
which the troops had been enlisted was rapidly expiring, the 
military chest was totally exhausted, and many of the soldiers 
were in a ''state not far from mutiny, upon the deduction 
from their stated allowance."* 

The situation of the British troops had somewhat improved ; 
and a " snow," from Cork, laden with claret, pork, and butter, 
which arrived, bringing advices of " great armaments fitting 
out in England," which might be expected in the course of the 
next month, revived the drooping spirits of the army. Before 
the month closed, too, fuel was more abundant ; " provisions 
for man and beast " were daily coming in ; and, instead of 

* Heath's Memoin, 27 ; Spariu'i H. OoVL 8. 227-247 ) TVotfamglMan't 

Washinpton. lii. R3, 85, s(?-01, 102, Sege, L'43. 

128 ; Sparks's Life of Gouvemeur * i^inrks's Washington, iii. 80, 82, 

Morrii, 1. 63-61 ; IUmn7*i Am. Rev. note ; ManinlPi Woshintrton, ii. 26L 

i. 22(5 ot scq. ; Bradford, ii. 72, 73 ; =• Sparks's Wasliinjrtoii. iii. 99. 104| 

3iaiae UiaU Colls. L 341-416 ; 2 M. Fiothiu^ham's biegc, 244, 24d. 
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bemg a "stanred and deserted town," as liad been gloomily chap. 
anticipated, " Boston," it was said, "will be this winter the ^ 

emporium of America for plenty and pleasure." The arrange- 1776. 
ments for pleasure," indeed, seem to have been dwelt upon 
with peculiar satisiaction ; and, exclaimiug with the poet, — 

" What need of piping for the son?s and sherr)', 
When our own miseries can make us merry," 

it was exnltingly announced in the pa))cr8 that ** hivemal con- 
certs "would bo given, and that the " playhouse " in Fant tiil 
Hall would *' shew away witli the tniL^'dy of Znra, on Tues- 
day, tlie 17th of October, and coiitiuue to periurm on those 
days weekly." * 

Preparations for quartering the troops in the houses of the 
inhabitants were now diligently prosecuted ; and for this pur- 
pose a number of buildings near the Haj Market, at the south 
end, were pulled down, and the furniture was removed from 
other buildinors.' In the midst of those movements, Gage was 
recalled, and General Howe was appointed to suceeod him. 
The reverses of the seventeenth of June, attributed in En<jrland 
to the mismanagement of the former, though not openly alleged 
as the reason, were doubtless the cause of his recall ; and 
though fulsome addresses were presented to his excellency, 
upon his departure, by the Council and the tories, the address Oets 
of the inhabitants was remarkably guarded, and the rejoicing 
among the Americano was hearty and general.' 

• Thacher'K Jour. 39; Draper's Ga- Frothin^'ham's Siege, 217-249. ««It 

lette for Sept 21 .and 28, 1775 ; Eh- was the hmo of Kiifjland," says Lord 

sex Guzettc for Sept. 28, 1776} Frotb* Mahon. V.ui:. vi. 53, " not more- 

inghams Siege, 239. ly on tliis ucciusion, but throughout 

" EnexOasette for Sept 21, 1775; the .whole early part of this war, to 

Prothini::ham's Sicf^r. 217, 252. havo for cliinf's nu-n bnivr. iiult'Cf]. iitul 

' Ahuon's Ilemcmbniucer, ii. 56- honorable, skilleil in the details of the 

00) Emex Gaxette for Oct 1775 1 ierri««v and zealous for Old Ei^HuhI 

Oordon'K Am. Ilcv. 1. 411 ; Thachcr's and Kin*; Gcorjjr, but in fjcnius fitted 

Jour. 34 i Sparks's Washington, iu. only for a second place, not giited by 

611t 512{ liOfd Mahon^ H»t Enc. nature with that weatgy and fimuMHi 

ii67|li.A.Bev.forOet 1838^868} B M ontja l far a chief onmmand .* 
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ASUTAL or BOWE. 



CHAP. The appointmeBt of Oeneral Howe was welcomed hy fhe 
British with great enthusiasm. " Even the blunders of Bunker 

1775. Hill wore forgotten, po liap])y wore mo.-^t people at the change."* 
But, Uiough Buperior in abilities to Gage, and much more 
beloved by hia troops, the new eommander-in-cbief entered 
npon his duties at a critical jonctore ; and the reverses which 
the British arms had snstamed impressed him with greater 
respect for the prowess of the proyincials, who were no longer 
branded as a "despicable rabble," but who were feared for 
their resolute and unflinching bravery. Hence, in his early 

Oct. 9. dcj^patches to England, the general very frankly confesaod to 
Lord Dartmouth that " the opening of the campaign from this 
quarter would be attended with great hazard, as well from the 
strength of the country as from the intrenched position the 
rebels had taken." The prospect of success, indeed, was, in 
his view, quite doubtt'iil ; and, under this impression, he did not 
hesitate to recommend an entire evacuation of Boston. At 
the south, a different spirit prevailed. There the tories were 
more numerous ; the burden of oppressiYe legislation had been 
less seriously felt ; and the enthusiasm of the people had not 
reached so high as to induce an entire renunciation of alle- 
giance to England.' 

So long, however, as he was re([uired to remain in Massa- 
chusetts, General Howe devoted himself zealously to tho im- 
provement of his defences and the quartering of In's armj« 
The pnncipal works in progress at this time were the fort on 
Bunker Hill, where Clinton was posted, and the fortifications 
on Boston Neck ; ' and as a reenforcement of five battalions, 
of two thousand men, was expected iVum Ireland, wiih these 
he proposed to *' distress the rebels by incursions along the 

• 

' FrothinghniTi's Sipfrp. 2.">1. and made these middle ones the sfit 

• Sparks's Washin^non, iii. 114, of war? The amwer is easy: New 

note, 127, nnte; Frothinpham's Sie^e, Endand i» not infested with totki^ 

2oO. " Why," a>k'i Paiiu'. in Crisis, aim we are." 

No. 1, — vihy is it tlut the enemy ' FroUungham's Sieg^, 25 L 

hath left die atm Englaud pnmnoea, 
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ooBBt" ^ Beyond thia^ he was satisfied, bat little could be cbap. 
aooomplidied. His men wonld shortly have fall employment ,J|^ 
in preparing quarters for the winter ; " and, as they had 1774. 
already sutlicieiitly felt the weigiit ui' the American arms, they 
had uo ambition to provoke a further trial of their strength. 
The quartering of the troops was accordingly hastened ; the Oct 27. 
Old Soath Ghnrch was cleared out for a riding school ; an 
opening was made across the Neck from water to water ; 
works were erected to check inenrsionB from Bozbury ; and 
redoubts were thrown up on the eminences on the Cumtnon.* 
With a view, also, tu intimidate the patriots of Boston, who 
were atroggiing to escape to tlieir brethren in the country, 
three proclamations were issued — the first of which threat- Oet. 2& 
ened with military ezeoution, and the seisure of their goods 
and eflfects as traitors, any who were detected in attempting to 
leave the town without a written permission ; the second pro- 
hibited, under the penalty of imprisonment aa<l the forfeiture 
of the sum discovered, those to whom passes were given from 
carrying away more than five pounds in specie ; and the third 
recommended an association of the loyalists into r^ular oom- 
panies, to be employed within the precincts of the town "to 
preserve order and good government.''' 

* Snorks's Washington, iii. 134; clearing every tiling awaj-, a beautiful, 

FroUungham's Si^e, 2M. "The carved pew, with rich furnitm.', toi> 

enemv," says Wasliini^ton, " expt t t a mcrly I)el«)n>;injci: to a dcfcaM'd ^'cnilt'- 

coHKiderabie reenforoement tlii.s win- niau in high esiimatiuu, «-aa taken 

ter, and, fimn all aooountD, ore garri- down, and canwd to Mr. John Amo* 

■oning Gibraltar and other ])lace!* with ry 'w house, l)y the order of an officer, 

foreign troojjs, in order to bring the who aijplied the car>eU work to the 

former gamson to America." erection of a ht^ty. Hod the meet- 

' Newell's Jour, in 4 M. H. Coll. ing house and itft conteota been hoo- 

L 269; Gordf)ii's Am. Kev. i. 413; ond with ('pif<'oj)alcon!««'cration, these 

Frotliingham'» Siege, 2o'I, On the prucetiiings would be deemed by mul- 

oecu{)ancy of the Old South Gordon tituden proiane and ncrilegioaa.'' 
ohnervcs, " It is wid, and ?)i lieviHl, ' Boston Giizette for Nov. (5. 1 775 

that an otfer vraa made of building a Almon't* Kemembrancer, ii. 191 j 

complete riding school for less money Sparks's Washiiigton, iiL 140, and 

th^ it would cost to remove the pewi note $ Thacher's Jour. 35 { Frothing 

and the side galleries, and to m Ae a ham's Si^ge^ 262, 253^ 
proper iiooriog for the hursett. In 
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POSITION OF THE BRITISH SHIPS. 



CHAP. The British ships of war anchored in tho harbor consisted 
^^j^ of the Boyne, of sixty-four guns, which lay near the western 
1775. end of Spectacle Island : the Freeton, of fiffcf guns, which was 

Oct 28. 

moored for the winter at the eastern end of the town, between 
Long Wharf and Hancock's Wharf; the Scarborough, of 

twenty gnns, and a sloop, of sixteen guns, moored a short dis- 
tance southward of the Preston ; and the Mercury, wluch was 
stationed upon Charles River, at the north-western side of the 

Oct. 4. towu.i A sniali fleet, under Captain Mowatt, had previously 
sailed to the. eastward, and was afterwards engaged in the 

Oct. 16b destruction of Falmoath, now Portland, a seaboard town in 
Maine.* The troops under Clinton, at Bunker Hill, consisted 
of about one thousand men ; and these, with the troops quar- 
tered in Boston, and the marines and siiiiors, made in all an 
army of some ten thousand men — the wlioh? force of the 
British now in Massachusetts.' The intrenchments on Bunker 
Hill, as well as those in Boston, were of considerable strength 
—so much 80 that even Washington was constrained to saj 
it would be almost impossible to force thdr lines." Witik- 
out great slautrhter on our side," he adds, " or cowardice on 
theirs, it is absolutelv so. We therefore can do no more than 
keep them besieged, which they are, to all intents and pur- 
posee^ as closely as any troops npon earth can be who have an 



> Frathingham'i Siege. 2M« note. 

« Trumbull's MS. Letter Rook B, 
208 i Gordon's Am. Kev. i. 412 ; Al- 
moD^ Rememhrmoer, fi. 124, 125; 

Sparks'H Wanhington, iiL 120, 130; 
Marehall'a Washiujfton, ii. 256 ; lirad- 
ford, u. (33 ; Lord Mahon's Hist. Eng. 
\i 74 ; Willw's Hist Portland, Part 
II. 1.53; Williamson's Maine, ii. 422- 
434 ; Frothin^ham's Sie-rc, 253. 

' Gordon's Am. Kcv. ; Debates in 
Pari, for 177i>,iiL 81 ; Sparks's Wash- 
ington, iiL 126. '*lt 18 proposed," 
wys Wwlungton, ** to keep from SOO 
to 1000 men on Bunker^a Hill all 
winter, who are to Ix* relieved once a 
week i the rest to be drawn into Bo«- 



A letter published in Almon's 

nhrancer, li. 230. sav, " General 



ton." 

lleinenil 

Uowe has barely 6000 ctlectivc men 
in Boaton ; " but another, in ilnd. m. 
109, snys he had " 7575 cfFcctife m«l, 
exclusive pf the staif ; ho that, with 
the marinea and nailors, he might be 
considered as 10,000 ttrong." Lord 
Barrington, however, in the House 
of Commons, reported tiie number of 
men in Boston on the 19th of July, 
exclusive of the three resriment.'* going 
over to join them, as ; and as 
theoe three Kf^mento had now ar- 
rived the number WW dottbtlfiaa nol 
fiur loom 10,000. 
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opening to the sea." The advanced works of the two armieB chap. 
were withio maaket shot of each other ; and a daily cannon- 
ade was kept up hj the British on the American lines, to mfi. 
which they were compelled to submit for the want of pow- 
der, though oocasloiiaUy retatiatiug by " giving them a shot 
now and then." * 

Tlip ])osition of tlie Anicricuu force!? war* not very flattorinpr ; 
and during this month the energies of Wa.^hington were priu- 
dpally directed to the reorganization of the army, which sadly 
needed attention, and to preparations for the winter. Boz- 
bory, once a prosperous and flourishing village, inhabited by 
an intelligent and industrious yeomanry, had suffered severely 
from the cannon of the enemy, and was now nearly deserted. Oet ». 
TTie main street, formerly crowded with people, was occupied 
only V»y a picket guard. Some houses had l>ecn buriioti, others 
bad been pulled down, and many \vere empty, with their win- 
dows taken out, and the walla filled with shot holes. The 
fortifications, however, were in excellent condition, and ex- 
tended across the town in a nearly unbroken line from Dor- 
chester to Brookline.' Oharlestown was in ruins, and was 
occupied by the enemy. The head quarters at Cambridge, 
being sheltered, had suffered but little. The operations of 
the war ha<l interrupted f(3r the time being tlie proirnv-? of 
eihication at the college; the students had returned to their 
homes, and the college buildings were occupied by tho sol- 
diery.' 

In the fitting out of a naval armament, — a matter of the 
greatest interest and importance, — some progress had been 
made ; and the few vessels chartered for service had behaved 
with gallantry in several engagements. So early as June, the Jnn. is. 

> Sp(irkii'sWaiihington,iii.28, 122, * Thadiei^ Jour. 34; Belknap's 

128 ; Frothini;!) im's Siege, *2oo. " The L<'tt. in r,ife of Belkti..].. !t2 ; Lftt tO 

world," wrote Franklin to Dr. Priest- the£arlofiHirtnioutli,in Almon'sRe- 

iey, Jan. 27, 1777, in Workis viiL 198, nembmneer, iS. 92 ; Frothiiiglmm't 

"wondered that we so Bcldom fired a Siejje, 2.04. 
cinnoD. Why, ve oould not afford iu" ' Thacfaer's Jour. 32. 
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6S ▲ NAVAL ABHAU£NT FITTED OUT. 

CHAP. Rhode Island Assembly authorized two vessels to be fitted out 
r_Ji^ at the expense of tlie colony, for the " protection of its trade/' 
177<. which were oniisiiig before July ; ^ and, on the first day of the 
jvijL last-named month, a similar order was passed the Conneo* 
Sept 8. ticat Assembly.* It was in September, howerer, that the first 
commission was issaed l)y Washington, nnder his general 
authority as commander-in-ohief. to Nicholas BiouL'-iiton. a cit- 
izen of ^larbU^liead, who was addrenseil as "cai)taiii iu the 
army of the United Colonies of North America," and directed 
to " take the command of a detachment of said armv, and 
proceed on board the schooner Hannah, at Beverly."' la 
October other oommissioDS were issned ; and, as the impor- 
tance of the snbject had been nrged upon the attention of the 
Assembly of Massachnsetts by Newburyport and Salem, — two 
of the principal maritime towns, — which memorialized in 
Nov.13. favor of public armed vessels, a law was iiassc(l, draufilited by 
Elbridn:e Gerry, which authori/e<l the eni|)loyinont of priva- 
teers, and established a court for the trial and condemnation 
of prizes.^ These vessels, the first sent out under the auspices 
of the colonies, and the embryo of the flourishing navy of the 
United States, sailed nnder the pme tmflag, which was whlte^ 

• Staples's Annals of Providence, to Quebec. The action of the GenenI 
20.') ; Sjxirks's Washiiii;ton, iii. 77, Con<rrcss upon the suhjoct o}" a navy 
616 ; Frothingham'ii •Sii-ge, 2GU. The does not properly fall within the proy^ 
PRmndal Congress of AuMachutetts, ince of this vmA ; bat the subject » 
on the 20th of Juno, ^onlorrd six nno of interest, fmm its hrarinj^ upon 
ami(i! vessels to be titled out; but the maritime grcatnem of oiu: country. 
]iothin>; -eems to have been imme- * Boston Oaaette for Not. 13, 1775 1 
diately done in the matter. Austin's Life of Gerry, i. 04, 50o ; 

* Sparks's Waabington, iiL 516} Abnon's itemembnuicer, ii. 149-153) 
Frotbtngbam's Siege, 260. Impartial Hist of the War. 281; Mn. 

' Torresp. of J. Adams, in Works, Warren's Hist, of the licv. ; Mar- 

X. 29-^i2 ; Austin's Life of Gen^-, i. sball's Life of Washington, iL 257, 

101,513-520; Sjiarks's Washm<,rt()n, 25H ; Siiarks's Washinpton. iii. 124, 

iii. 517, 51H; Frothinjfhiun's Siepe, 125, 154,518; Frothingham's Siefje, 

260. Captain John Sehnan, of Mar- 2iM. VAhnd^v Gerry, ot Marhlehead, 

blehead. was coinniissifmed at the was at the bottom of this niovenunt, 

Bixme time; and the vessels eommand- and itvasthiough his iutluence that 

CH.I )iv him and Brou^hton ^\•orv or- the law ifw fiaMed. life of Oeoyf 

dered to the Kiver St. Lawrence, to chap. ix. 
intercept an Mnmimitkwi irenel bound 
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wiih the figure of a pine tree in the middle, and the motto cbap. 
** Appeal to Heaven " inscribed on its folds.* 

The reorganization of the anny was essentially promoted 1774. 
by the action of the conmiittee ai)pointcd by the General Coa- 
gre>f», whieh, with delegates from the New England eolonieSi 
held sessions for several days, thoroughly discussed the meas- Oct. is 

to 22* 

area to be' adopted, and nnanimoosly agreed that an army of 
not less than twenty tfaoosaod three hundred and seventy^two 

men was necessary to be raised, and that, if required, Massa- 
chusetts could raise twenty tliou.-uiul men, Coiin<'ctirut eight 
thousand. New Hampshire tlirce tliousaud, and Khoilc Island 
fifteen hundred, by the tenth of March, 1776. The result of 
this conference was extremely satisfiustory to Washington; 
and a plan was drawn up for the enlistment of twenty-six 
regiments, of eight companies each, besides riflemen and artil- 
lery, which was substantially adopted by Con<jres3.^ The Nor. i. 
question of the independence of the colonics was likewise dis- 
cussed. Already had it been broached in various quarters by 
sagacious patriots, and favorably reoeiyed ; and in the army it 
was so fully approved that it became "ofiensive to pray for 
the king." ' General Oreene, of Rhode Island, himself enthn* Oot ss. 
sihstic in the cause of liberty, advocated the step with great 
ability, and ur^^^etJ that the alternative before them was separ 
ration or subjugation. " We luul as well be in earnest first as 
last," said he ; for we have no alternative but to iigUt it out 

* Frotbingham's lSi«^c, 2G1, 262. 207. Dr. Fraiikliu, Mr. Lynch, and 
For iome mliuible mnarki on the Colonel Harri'ion were the oimmittee 
early naval affiiirs of the United States, appointed by Conj^rt'ss ; and, liy their 
see Sbiplf»'ii Anuala of Pnmdeno^ iiUitructionH, tltey were to cuiifer with 
2C.)-2T0. General Washington and the New 

* Tnunhuirs MS. Letter Book U, Engknul povprnmt nts rcbtivc to the 
27.210, 2 ri-'Jj:i ; I^^e\ Ga/ttte lor war. \\'iK ii their report was made, 
Oct. If, 177'5; Franklin's Work-s viiL it wa«s resolved to nu&e an army of 
260, 198 1 Jour. Coot. Con^. L 216- 20.372 men, oHicert included, to be 
210; Force's Am. An'hives, iii. ; divided into 2.S rej^imentf;, of 72S men 
Sparks'ti Corresj). of the Itev. L 06; each, to be enlisted to the 3l8t of 
$t)arkH*s WaHluDgton, iii. 123, note, December. 

133; ILimsiu 's .\m. Kev. i. 2o8 ; ' BeDuMp^ In Fiothingham's Sieges 
Bradford, ii. M, ol ; Hildrcth's U. S. 263. 
iii 107 i Frulhinghaiu's iSiege, 2u6, 
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PBOC££DU«GS OF THE CONTINENTAL C0NQ&ES8. 



CfiAP. or be slaves/' > The interest abroad in the struggle of the 
colonies was visibly increasin;^: ; and France was deliberating 

177& vbat Gonrse to take. All Europe, indeed, looked on with 
astonishment, and loudlj applauded the valor of the Ameri- 
cans ; while, even in England, the friends of freedom did not 
hesitate to pray for their soecess.* 

Yet the members of the Continental Congress continued to 
profess thi'ir loyalty to the crown : and a petition to the king's 

JuijS. '*mo?^t excellent majesty" was draughted, in which tiiey de- 
dared themselves '* dutiful subjects," and prayed that his royal 
magnanimity and benevolence might direct some mode by 
which the united applications of his &ithfiil colonists might be 
improved into a happy and perfect reconciliation. ** Attached 
to your majesty's person, family, and government,'' say they, 
** with all the devotion that principle and affection can inspire, 
connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties that can 
unite societies, and dejjloring every event tliat tends in any 
degree to weaken them, we polenudy assure your majesty that 
we not only most ardently desire the former harmony between 
her and tliese colonies may be restored, but that a concord 
may be established between them upon so firm a basis as to 
perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future disseli- 
sions, to succeeding generations in both countries, and to 
transmit your majesty's name to posterity adorned with that 
signal and lasting glory that has att4?nded the memory of 
those illustrious persona ir<'S whose virtues and abilities liave 
extricated states from daogerous convulsions, aud, by secui'iug 

* Letter in Frotbingham's Siege, voice is rather favoniMe to the Amer^ 

263. See also the declaration of I^t-> icani. In this, [England,] ])artaciK 

rick IIiMirv io ihr Virji^iiii i Convcn- liriy, the lower claM of people are 

tion, March 23, 177o, in Wirt'a life, adverse to the war. ... Neither 

122. Protestants nor Catholics in any num- 

' J. Adams's AutolnDi: in Works ber have hwn prevaiUd upon, cither 

ii. .'»(),$, .004 ; Gordon's Am. ]ii'V. ii. i:} ; in England or Irt^lund, to t'ulist for 

Erolhingii.uu's .Siege, 2iri. *' In all tlie American scrvicf, though the 

ttic £utO])ean countnea," saya Gordon, bounties h.t\' ; i > ii misid, and the 

"where puhlic affairn are a stihjcct of nsiinl standard lowered to faciiitate the 

writing or couverttaliuu, the general levies." 
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happino^s to othorfj, have erected the most noble and durable chap. 
monuments to their own fame." ' • ^^^^ 

This solemn appeal, which they resolved should be their njs, 
hat, and which is said to have been drawn np by Mr. Bickm- 
SOD, of Pennsylvania, and adopted mainly through his influ- 
ence," was intrusted to Bichard Penn, one of the proprietaries 
of Pennsylvania; and it was ibndly hoped that it would 
"prove the olive V)ninch of roconriliation.'' ^ \i ^jj,. same 

time, a chrhiratiou was drawn up, and read to the assembled 
troops and public bodies, setting forth in stronc: language tlie 
causes of tlieir taking np arms ;^ addre^^se^; to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain and to the people of Ireland were prq»red ;* 
and shortly after, by the accession of Georgia to the Union, 8tp. ui 
which had been much desired, but long delayed, the ** thirteen 
original colonies " were joined into one body for the ** preser- 
vation of the liWties of America ; " and from " Nova Scotia 
to Floriila'' there was a "general determiuatioa to resist to 
the last the claims of Great Britain." ^ 



' Jour. Coiit, Cong. i. 139-142; 
Gordon's Am. Rev. i. 370 ; Urathord, 
H. 33 ; Imparti il Hist, of tin- Wiir, 
App. 21-1';) ; 1* l aiiklin's Works, viii. 
156; Observations on the Am. Rev. 
36-40; Lord Mili'in's Hist. V.w^. \i. 
62. "The coloujfs," says Ciordon, 
"■•yet deaire no more tKan a redren 
of gricvuncL's. atul security a<rti:nst a 
repetition of them. Thev most ar- 
dently long^ for a firm ana indisaolu- 
ble union with the parent stale upon 
thci^ grouutU. Thus is it with the 
army. U la the trail of Geneml 
Wailungton parUcuIarly, and nioh is 
iti IcasoniibleneHs tlut he hopes and 
ezpcclH, UiHt the content will be short- 
If terminated^ so as to admit of bis 
eatio); his next Christmas dinner at 
bin own deliglittul residence at .Mount 
Vcmon.*' John Adams was strongly 
opposed to this adtin-ss, which ho 
calls " a measure of imbeciiitj ." " It 
ooeaaoned," ny« be, **rootioni and 
debates without end for appointing 
oommitteea to draw up a deckiatioa 



of the causes, motives, and objects of 
taking arms, with a view to obtain de- 
cisive decLirations against independ- 
ence," &:c. J)iar)-, in Wr)rks, ii. 415. 
Oenenl Charier l.w was also op|)08ed 
to it, as aj>|M»ars from his Lftter of 
Scut. 2, 1770, in Ia^cs J^e, L lol. 

* J. Diddnsmi to Arthur Lee, in 
Life of T.ee, ii. 212 ; J. Adams's Dia- 
ry, in Works, iL 40i>; Ramsay's Am. 
Kev. i. 212, 213; Lord Mabon's Hist 
Ku^. vi. C>'.l. 

-* Lord MahonV Hint. Eng. vi 62. 

* Joor. Coat G)ng. i. 134-139) 
1 M. H. ColL IL 60-55 ; Gordon's 
Am. Rev. i. 369. The conclumoa 
of this decLmition wiw exceedingly 
eloquent 

» Jour.Cont. Cong. i. 142-11«. 1(58 
-172 ; (iordon'sAm. liev. i. 370, 374; 
Impartial Hi>t. of the War, 219) Obs. 
on the Am. li. v. 4(>-19. 

« Jour. ConL Con-, i. 181, 182) 
Impartial Hist of the War, 220 ; Gor- 
don's Am. Rev. i. 3tt7{ Bissett'sUist. 
Eng. L 427, 42». 
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62 STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING IN ENGLAND. 

CHAP. In Kng'laiKl, liowcver, notwitlishindinnr lliore were many 
^^^^ warm friends to the colonies, the current of public feeliug, 
ins, owing to studied misrepresentations of their sentiments and 
porposes, was toming against them ; and it was openly an- 
noonoed that ** the violent measures towards' America are &irlj 
adopted, and oonntenanced by a minority of indindaals of all 
ranks, profesnons, or oocnpations in the oonntrj." ^ The 
majrii^tratos of London, indeed, constituted a Piornal exception 
Ang. to this remark ; for, wlien the ])ro(damali(>n of the kintr was 
issued for " suppressing rebellion and t^edition in America, and 
preventing traitorous correspondence with tliat country/' and 
when this prochunation was read at the Boyal Exohange, 
Wilkes, the lord mayor, showed his dissent in the most de- 
cided manner, and at the close of the ceremony his partisans 
hissed.* Yet the Io\al addresses which poured in from all 
parts of the kingdom, — from the trading towns as well as 
from the rural districts, — declaring in strong terms their 
attachment to the tlirone and constitution, approving the acta 
of government, condemning the " insurgents/' and recommend- 
ing perseverance until they should be " reduced to a thorough 
obedience," prove how wide-spread was the feeling in &vor of 
ooerdon, and how little sympftthy was felt for the "rebels.'' ' 



' Bnke'W Ourmp. u. 68; Ranh entire independeno6 of the Britnh 

nyV Am. Rev. i. 2H0 ; Hissott's Hist lej^islature.aixl ardently wish an effort 

Eng. i. 441 ; I-ortl Mahoii's I list. Eng. may be taken to accommodite.'* See 

yL G9 ; IJradfortl, ii. 7(). Comp. Jour. al«o Franklin's Works ^iii. 177. 

Coot Gong. L 103. " As far a.s ray ' .Am. Keg. for 177ii, H!> ; Goi^ 

experience reaches." says don's Am. llev. ii, 4.'>, 4<i ; Lord Mi- 

Jour. 38, untler <l:ite Aug. 31, IT To, hon*rt Hist. Eng. vi. Gli. Erom several 

** I have olwerved that the up| icr mnks, other places petitiom agdnst coercive 

most of the enjiitil stnrkhii!(lpr«, and, ni<>!i^nres were presented; and gre;»t 

lam told, the priucijisd nohility, are Indies of .\mcrican, .\frican, and West 

for forcing the supremacy of Parlia- Indian merclumtK, vnth a majority of 

ment over the colonie> ; and from the inhabitants of London and linnr- 

the middle rankd down arc opposed tol, still stru^led to have matters re- 

to it" Gomp. also ibkL 35, wider stored to their ancient state; hut- aU 

date Aug. 8, 177.5. "There appears was to no purpose. .Vhnun'a Beineill> 

to be a tenderness here iu the miuds brauccr, ii. 334 et seq. 

of many for Amerwa, even of those * Ooidon's Am. R«t. iL 40 1 Bis- 

vdwdiMpproreaf theprindplee ofan settVUist Eng. L 442} Lord Mahon'a 
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Under these circnmstanoes, as might have been espectedf ohap. 
when the petition of the oolonies was brouglit oyer to bo pre- 
Bcnted to the king, and when Richard Penn and Arthur Lee 1770. 
placed it in the hands of Loi-d Diirtnioiith, it "svils ree(Mved in 
Bilencej and, three days later, they were informed that " no Sept. i. 
answer would be giren." ^ Tiie Duke of Grafton, who had 
long Tiewed with solicitude the violent measares adopted hy 
the ministry^ had previonsly written to Lord North, urging a Avg. 
reoonciliation with America, and expressing his belief that 
"the iinliuations of tlie nuiji)rity of persons of respectability 
amd property in England differed in little else tlian words 
from the declaration of the Conuress ; that if dcjmties from 
the United Colonies conld not be aclcnowledged by the king, 
other expedients might be devised by which the wishes and 
expectations of his majesty's American sabjects might be stated 
and properly considered ; and that a want of intercourse had 
hitiierto been, and must still remain, an insuperable l>ar to 
accommodation."^ No attention, howcYer, was immediately 
paid to this letter ; and when it was answered, a draught of Got 20. 
the king's intended speech to Parliament was enclosed, and 
his grace was politdy informed that measures of coercion had 
been "unalterably decided upon."' In this state of afifairs, 
the duke came to town, and requested an interview with the 
king ; but, though his majesty resj)eetfully listened to his state- 
ments, aD<l condesceudiogly endeavored to demonstrate, by 
calm and dispassionate reasoning, the justice, the policy, and 
the necessity of this war, and the absolute certainty of ulti- 
mate snccess," no intention of yielding to the colonies was 

Hist En|r. vL 09. Mancheiter, in who supported and those who opposed 

this c-asc, digtin g nMhed.iteeJf bytaldpg it, revived that pnrty distinction of 

the ittid. "^f^m and ton, whirh had been dor- 

* Sit'dman's Am. War, I 154; mant since the rei^n of Queen Anne." 

Ranisnv's Am. Rev. i, 214; Bissctt'w * Ik lslum's Oec). III. ii, 13'J : His- 

Hint. ^Avr. i. 4.51; Lord Mahon's settV Hist. Kn<?. i. 4.'>U; Lord Ma- 

Hist. En;;, tiy. " The fiite of thi« hen's HisL Eng. \\. 7 1. 

petitioii,'* says Stedman, ''and theae- * BeUMm'sGeo.lILiL 133» Lo>d 

nmooy of aigameot uied by dune Uahon't HbL Eng. ii 7L 
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CONVOCATION OF PARLIAMENT. 



CHAP, announced ; and the duke, unwilling to sanction Puch mcas- 
,_J[J^ ures, resigned his post as lord privy seal. Dartmouth was 
1776. appointed his successor; and the American socrotnryphip was 
bestowed apon Lord George Oennaine, formerly Lord Sack- 
▼ille^ who had hitherto acted muformly with the court, and 
whose military knowledge and undoubted talents ill atoned 
for the Tiolenoe of his temper and the rashness of his conduct^ 
Oct 28. The convocation of Parliament took place in October 

and the sesj^ion was opened by an unusually Ioult and elalto- 
ratc oration from the throne, contaiuinc: clmrires against 
Massachusetts of the wildest descri))tiou, accusing the people 
of a " desperate conspiracy," and of " harboring? a premeditated 
and general revolt.'' " They haye raised troops,'' said the king, 
" and are collecling a naval force ; they have seized the pnblio 
revenne, and assamed to themselves logislative, executive, and 
judicial powers, which they already exercise in the most arbi- 
trary manner over the persons and properties of thoir fellow- 
subjects ; and although many of these unhappy jicople may 
Btill retain their loyalty, and may be too wise not to see the 
fatal consequences of this usurpation, and wish to resist it, yet 
the torrent of violence has been strong enough to compel their 
acquiescence, till a sufficient force shall appear to support 
them." *' It is now," he added, " become the part of wisdom 
to put a speedy end to these disorders by the most decisive 
exertions. For this purpose, I have increased my naval estab- 
lishment, and greatly augmented niy land forces ; but in such 
a manner as may be the least burdonsotnc to my kingdoms."' 
The motion for an address conformable to this speech pro- 
Yoked, in both Houses, an animated debate. In the House of 

' Belsham's Geo. ITL ii. 136 ; Bis- ' Debates in IlnuKe of Commons 

sett's HisL Eng. i.460;LoidMahoil'B for 1775, iii. 1-4 ; IJoston (Jazette for 

Hist Eng. vi. 71. Jan. 8, 1776; Stedman's Am. War,L 

• The oate is October 25 in mme 165; Gordon's Am. liev. ii. 46; Kam> 

authoritipR, and October 2'> in others; say's Am. Rev. i. 2S1 ; HisvcttV Hi»t. 

but the latter ia doubtlew the true Eng. L 444,446; Lord Mahon s HiaL 

date» Eng. fi 70. 
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Lords, Bockingbam, in pftrtioukr, condemned in the mostOBAP. 
pointed manner the measarea recommended by his majesty, as 
franglit with miaous consequences to the nation ; and tlic 1776. 
Duke of Grafton, freed from official ties l>y the re^icnation 
of his post, took part against the ministers with a zeal corre- 
sponding to the strength of hia oonvictiona ; hni, after a long 
and vehement discossion, the original motion was carried by 
a YOte of aevenly-Biz to thirty-three.^ The debate in the 
Commons was chiefly distinguished by the ofTcnce which . 
seemed to Ix; taken by many of the country p:entlenien — the 
Sir Roger de Coverleys of the House — at that clause in the 
speech in which the king avowed his intention to introduce a 
body of his electoral forces into the garrisons of Port Mahon 
and Gibraltar ; yet the opposition to that part in wiiich the 
affiiirs of America were tonched upon called forth eUxiuent 
speeches from Lord John CaTcndish, Mr. Wilkes, Governor 
Jolmstonc, General Conway, Luttrell, JJarre, Burke, Fox, and 
Dunning 2 On the Other side, Lord North was supported by 
Mr. Ackland, the mover of the address, Governor Lyttleton, 
who seconded it» and GermainOr Banrington» Wedderbnme, 
Fergnson, and Thnrloe ; and so strong was the majorify in 
his favor, that, after a whole night's discnssion, when the 
question was taken, at a <|uarter past four in the morning, 
on an amendment which had been proposed, expressing con- 



' Boston Gazette for Jan. 15, 1776; volved them in a mil war against 
Belsham's Geo. HI. ii. 13B; Got- their clearest interests, and upon the 
dou'8 Am. ilev. ii, 48, 4U; llamsn's most unjusiiliul)le {^rounds — wanton- 
Am. Rev. i. 2H2 ; Lord MiUiod's Hist, ly s])illin^ the blood of thouaanda of 
Eng. \i. 72. The opponents of tlv their fellow-suhjert>." 
speechnotonly declared the American ' Debates iu House of Commons 
war to be **iinjit8t and unpolitie in its for 1775, m. 4-44 1 Boston Oasette 
principles and Cital in its con^iefpicnces," for Jan. 29, 1776 ; Gordon's Am. ]{ev. 
out artirmctl that they could not con- ii. 47. General Conw-ay condemned 
sent to an address " which mi|rht de- in the most dedsive terms the Amer* 
oeive his majesty and the p il lii into ioan war, deeUuring it to be cruel, ui^ 
a bolit'f of the confidence of their neressank", and unnatural, and calling 
Houiie in the present ministers, who it in plain termB ** a butclicry of his 
had dii^^fnced Parliament, deeehred Mow-subjecta.** 
the nation, lost the ooloaiM, and in- 

YOL. III. 5 
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ixAinHATioif ov rami. 



CHAP, oern that the meaDS used to allay and suppress the disorders 

^_J^;^ in the colonies had tended to increase, instead of diminisliing;, 
1775. the dis^turbance?, it was rejected by a vote of two hundred 

Oct 28. and seventy-eight to one hundred and eight, and the address 

was carried and sent to the king.^ 
Nov. This defeat, however, did not diaoomage the firiends of 
America ; and in the following month tiie oppodtioii was » 
pecially aetive. No formal notice had as yet been taken of 

Not. 7. the petition from America ; but, at the instance of the Duke 
of Richmond, Mr. Ponn, who had been sent with the same, 

NoT.lO. was admitted to l»e examined at the bar of the House of 
Lords, and a motion was made that the petition he had brought 
afforded " ground for a conciliation of the unhappy differences 
subsisting between Great Britain and America;'' but the 
motion was n^tired by a vote of eigfaty-«ix to thirty-three.' 
Debates were next raised against employing foreign troops 
without the consent of Parliament; but on this, as on the 
other point, they were defeated. Nor did the subsequent 
motions of Burke and Fox, Sawbridji-e and Oliver, Hartley 
and the Duke of Grafton, tending to peace with America, 
meet with a better fate. The " morbid miyority^ " in faTor 
of coennon proved, after all, too strong to be defeated ; and 
the government was left at full liberty to pursue its negotia- 

» 'Dchntcs &c., ilL 4-46 ; Sted- wns sent out by iIh- Bortoo gentry, 

man's Am. War, i. 158 ; lUs'^ott's mn], farcical rnnu<rh, wp pnvo jn^at 

Hist. Eng. i. 44a ; Boston Gazette for joy to them, without knowiuja; or in- 

Jtn. 22, 29, 1776. The raoeption of tending it ; for on that day, the day 

the K]>ecch in Amerir:i was such af* which ^ve heinpr to the now army, 

might have been expected ; and but before the nroclamation came to 

Washington wrote, Jan. 4, 1776, *• We hand, we bad odsled the Union flag^ 

are at len^jth favored witli a sii,'lit of in comph'ment to the United Col<v 

hia majesty's most gracious spttchy nies." opaiks's Washington, iii. 22i, 

breathing sentimenta of tenderness 225. 

and compawiion for his dehidefl .\mer- ' Belsham's Geo. ITT. ii. 13R-140i 

ican subjects. The echo is not yet StedmanV Am. War, L 160 ; Boston 

come to hand; but we know what it Garette for Feb. 12 and March 18, 

milStbe; and, as I^onl North said, — 1776; 1 M. H.C0I]. ii. 58; Gordon's 

and wc ou^rlit to have l)elieved and Am. Rev. ii. /iO, 51 ; Niles's IVinciples 

acted accordin^ily, — we now know and Acts of the Bev. 249-251 ; Bis- 

the ultimatum of British justice. The sett's Hist, Kne. i. 451.452; Lord 

q)eediIsendyou. Avolumeof tliem Mahtm's UisU Eng. vi. 72. 



Digitized by Google 



LOBD KOBTH's PBOHIBITOBT BILL. 



67 



tioiis wiih petly Qerman princes for the hire of meroenaries chap. 
to strengthen the army under General Howe.* Before 
Christmas, likewise, the pfrohibitory bill of Lord North, Intro- ^1776.^ 
dnced towards the last of November, was passed, which ro Nov.aoi 

pealed the Boston Port Kill and the two restraining acts of 
the previons session, but absolutely intenlicted all trade and 
commerce with the thirteen insurgent colonies so long as their 
i*ebelIion should continue.^ During the discussion, the gallery 
of the House was closed to strangers, " for the pretended rea- 
son that the floor was too small, and the galleiy necessary for 
the use of members;" the stringent clauses of the bill were 
defended in speeches of the most extravagant character • and, 
in particular, Lord Mansfield, to signalize his own arbitrari- 
ness, quoted the laconic sjieech of (histavus Adolphus, who, on 
a certain occasion, pointed to the enrniy, and exclaimed to his 
soldiers, " See you those lads? Kill them, or they will kill 
yolu'' ^ Well might Bnrke remark, in view of such l^islation, 
" It affords no matter for rery pleasing reflection to obserre 
that oar subjects diminish as onr laws increase." ^ Had Ghat- 
ham been able to appear in Parliament, to launch at the admin- 
istration those thunderbolts of indignation before which his 



* Letter of Jedcdiah Iluntin^on, 
Jan. 14, 1776, in TrumbuU MSS. v. 
5 ; DelKites in House of Commons for 
1775. iii. 'J3U et scf]. ; Stcdman's Am. 
War, i. 162-164 ; JJoston Gazt-tte for 
Ft'!). 26 and March IH, 1776; Gor- 
don's Am, Jtev. ii. 40, 53 ; llamsav's 
Am. Hev. L 262. 28,000 seamen aiid 
05,000 knd foreet were voted to he 
employed, inc!udiiif,'thf troojjs alroadv 
in Aineiica. iiolme&'s Am. Ann. il. 
2S7, note. The conciliator}' bill of 
Burke was introduced on the 16th of 
November, and Fox's motion on the 
22d. 

' De1)ateH,&-c., ilL ; Belsham^H Geo. 
m. ii. Ml; Im|)artial Hist, of the 
War, 2'J 1 ; Gordon's Am. Rev. ii. u3, 
64 ; Ilam.sa^ 's Am. Kev. i. 282 ; Lord 
Mahoa'a Hk. £i«. vi 72. See fiu^ 



thcr under Chap. HI. of this volume. 
The assent of the king to this bill waa 
given on the 21st of l)eceiiil)cr. 

^ ('Mnvcn's Jour. 40, 41 ; Pari. 
Hist. Kill,', xviii. 1102; IMkUcs in 
Hou.M? of Commons for 1775, iii.; 
Helsluni's Geo. III. ii. 1 15 ; Hissett's 
HibL. Enz. i. 453, 454; iiim.siv's 
Am. Rev. 1. 284 1 Loxd Mahon'a Hut 
I'n^'. vi. 72. "The questions of OTH 
ginal ri^ht and wron^" said he, ''are 
no longer (o be oonstdcted. We ore 
engaged in a war, and must use our 
utmost efforts to obtain the ends pro- 
pased by it. We must either fight or 
w pursued; and the justue of the 
cause must give my to our pnaent 
situation." 

* Lett, to the Sheriffs of Princeton, 
1777 { LoidMahoa'aUiBt Eng. vi. 73. 
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MOYEySKTS IN AMERICA. 



CH AP, opponents bad so often quailed, the passage of this bill might, 
. Jj:^ perhaps, have been prevented ; bnt, prostrated by an illness 
i77ff. similar to that which had once before affected him, he re- 
mained shnt up in his honse, and vas scclnded from the world 

for a period of two years, wlicn. for the hist time, lie enierercd 
into public life, and closed his long and brilliant career while 
warmly defending the cause of liberty.^ 

While these movements were in progress in England, in 
America the army ubder Washington was prosecoting with 
still greater rigor the siege of Boston, The proclamations of 
Gage, issued before he left the oonntry, had been severely 

Nov.12. censured ; and, as an offset to the same, orders were sent to 
General Sullivan to repair to Portsmouth, X. II., to complete 
the works alrcjuly bc<j-un there, and seize all the ofTiccrs of 
the crown in those partd who had given proofs of unfriendli- 
ness to tiie patriot cause. Similar orders were likewise trans- 
mitted to Governor Cooke, of Rhode Island ; and to Governor 

NOT.U. Trumbull, of Connecticut, Washington wrote, *' Would it not 
be prudent to seize on those tones who have been, are, and 
that we know will be active against us ? Why should persons 
who are preying on the vitals of their country be suffered to 
stiilk at large, while we kuow they will do every mischief iu 
their jK)wer ? " ^ 

The reorganization of the army still proved a matter of 
difficulty, and occupied a large share of the attention of the 
commander-in-chief. Jealousies existed at the south, as well 
as at the north ; and, in consequence of this distraction in the 
public councils, and the heartburnings among the officers, who 
fancied they were neglected, it became necessary to proceed 
with delicacy and caution.^ The Xow England colonies, up 

' Lord Mahon's Hist Eng. vi. 73, » "Connecticut," wrote "Wasliing- 

74. ton to Reed, Nov. 8, 177.), •< wants 

• Tnimbiill MS. Letter Book I', nn Ma«-^achu'ietts man in their corps. 

228 J Sparks's Washington, ill. 146, Massachusetts thinks there is no ne» 

159, note ; Sparks's Corresjk of the oesdty to be introduced amongit 

Bey. L 70 1 Rothinghmfn*! 2lH» themj aiul New Hamp«hire aaya itia 
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to this date, had borne a large share of the burden of the chap. 
war ; and, with the exception of the rifle companies from the ^_J ^ 
Middle States, which had recently arrived, they had fonght mft. 
single-handed and alone. Yet the cause in which they were 
engaged was the cause of - the country ; for, had England suo- 
ceedcd in ron(|iiering Ma8sac]uisett8, the effect;^ of tliis triumph 
would liavc hcen every wliere felt. It was, therefore, with 
rea.^on that the people of the uorth appealed to the south for 
aid, and that the ( Joneral Coucross sanctioned tliis appeal. 
Yet the valor of the New England troops had excited the 
envy of the south ; and Gerry wrote, "The eyes of friends 
and foes are fixed on this colony ; and if Jealou^ or envy can 
sully its reputation, they will not miss the opportunity."' 
Washiiiirtoii felt the embarrassment of his position, and aimed 
to sup[)lant this loeal jealousy by a union of spirit. II is ])or- 
eonal letters and those of his oflicers are full of this theme ; 
and the difficulties encountered were " really inconceivable." 
Becndting orders were issued ; but, after a month's exertions, Not.u 
only five thousand men had enlisted.* He was nearly dis- 
couraged. " Such a dearth of public spirit,** he wrote^ " and 

^ery hard that her Tahiable and expe> Frothinghain'a ffien^e, 265. '* Let it 

ricnccd nfficcrs (who arc willing to be rrmcmlx rcd," says (jcm-, " that 

tene) should be discarded because the tii-s'. attack was made on this col- 

her own rq^ents, under the new es- onv ; thi^ we had to keep a r^ular 

tabllshiucnt, ainnot j)n)viilp fur thtm." furcf without the a<lvant;i;ro of a rcg- 

Keed's Keed, L 126. Comp. also ibid, ular government } that we had to sup- 

i 131 , 132. Governor Tnunhull, <^ port in the field mm 12,000 to 14,000 

Connecticut, also wrote to President nun, when the whole forces voted 

Hancock. Oct. 0, 1773, "It is unha})- by the otlicr New Enarland govern- 

py that jealouHies should be excited ments amounted to Ji.jCK) only." 

or disputes of any sort be Etigated ' From a letter of rresident Han- 

between any of the colonics, to disu- cork, to (lovcnior Tninibull, l)cc. 8, 

nite them at a time when our hber- 177o, in TrurabuU's M.S. Letter licMjk 

ties, our property, and our all is at li, 115, it appears that, from Novem- 

•take. If our enemies prevail. ^nIiI' Ii lu r 19 to S'ovomber 28, but 2') 10 

can happen only by our dismiion, our men had enlisted, and UG6 previously 

jealousies wQl then appear groun^ess, — in aU« about 3500 men. See, also» 

and all our dismiteu churns of no same to same, Di-c. 2. in ibid. U4, on 

Talue to either side." Trumbull Mii. enlisting soldiers for one year fhmi 

Letter Book B, 30. Jan. 1, 1776. For alttt of ofiioen, 

> Gem 's letter of Oct 9, 1775, Nov. 4, sec X. E. Hist Gen. Reg. Ibr 

m Auadn'a Life of Qmj, I 116} 18d0, 67,68. 
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FROSBCUnON OF XUE SIEGE. 



CHAP, want of Tirtiie ; such stoclgobbing, and fertility in all the 
^J! ^ lov arts, to obtain advantage on one hand or another, in this 
1779. great change of nulitarj arrangement^ I never eaw before^ 
and pray Qod I never may be witness to again.'' " Coold I 
have foreseen," he adds, "what I have experienced, and am 
likely to experience, no consideration upon onrlli should have 
indiuctl nie to acropt tliis corainantl. A reLnnient, or any m\y 
ordinate department, would have been accouijianied with ten 
times the Fntisfuctionf and perhaps ten times the honor.'' ' 

Undaunted, however, by even sooh disoooragements, Wash- 
ington determined to oontinae the sioge, and to bring it to a 
dose, if possible, before the qniog opened. For this purpose^ 
Not. 9. in November, after a skirmish had occurred at Lechmere's 
N«v.21 Point,* ground was broken at Cobble or Miller's llill by a 
dotaclinient of about one tliousand men under General Put- 
nam, and the intrenchments were completed by another de- 
tachment under General Heath, without receiving a shot from 
the enemy .3 Yet the situation of the Americans was " truly 
ahirming," notwithstanding the works which had been thrown 
np for their defence, and others which were projected, and 
"occasionally manned in case of a sortie."* The success of 



* Sparks's WajiUin|{^oii, uL 178, 
179} Re«d^i Reed, L 130, IS! ; Lord 

Mahon's Hist. Enqr. vi. 81; Frotfi- 
inghom's Siege, 26(i, 2(i7. The Icmsr 
lattire of Mamachusctts did all they 

could tocncoura^ tlic cilizcns to join 
the army, and ui an adthvsK, urging 
them to enfjti{»e in the militar}' ser- 
vice, said, " Haj)py will he the man 
vrho shall bo able to hoast that he 
was one of those who n»j»iste<l in this 
arduous but nohlc work. In serenity 
he ^hnll jsass liis future (hus: and, 
when satisfuHl with life, he will have 
the pn)tul satisfaction of bequeBthin|^ 
the incvtinirililc patrinmny to his 
grateful children." Bmdlbrd, ii. 62. 

* Gordon's Am. Rev. i 410 1 
Sp:irks'» Washington, iii. 1^7; Froth- 
iugham's Si«ge, 267, 268. The at- 



tack, in this instance, was made by 
die BiHidi. 

' Almon's Remembrancer, ii. 229; 
Heath's Mems. ;iO; Etisex Gazette 
for 1770 ; Sparks't Washui^rton, in. 
172, I7r> ; KetHl's Ueetl. i. 12! I. 131 ; 
Gordon's Am. Kev. L 416^ rrolhing- 
ham's Siege, 268, 269. 

* Sparks's Washinj^ton. iii. 176; 
llet'd'.s Kee<l, i. 129; Frothiiiffham's 
Siege, 269. " 1 have caubctl," wrote 
Washington, <* two hatf-mocm batte- 
ries to he throMTi tij), for occasional 
use, iK'lween Lechmere's I'ohu and 
the mouth of Garobridge Rim, and 
annthtr at the causey ^I'nuj^ to 
Lecluuerc's I'oiut, to comnuuid that 
ptm and rake the little rivulet which 
runs hv it to Patterson's Fort. Be- 
sides tkese, i have been and marked 
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their privateers gave some encouragement, especially the cap» chap. 
tore of the ordnance brig Nancj, laden with military storea, 
which " spread such nnireraal joy through the camp, as if each 177A. 
grasped victory in his hand." " The husras on the occasion,'' ^^^'^ 
it is added, ^ were heard, I dare say, through all the territo- 
ries of our ino.st graciou.-^ sovoi-eign in this province."* 

D<vcnilM?r came, at length ; but no disposition wits evinced 
on the [>art of the iiritisli to forsake their quarters, or to 
attack the American camp. The weather was ])iercingly cold, 
and the snow had commenced fieUling, so that the movements 
of the Americans were prosecuted with difficulty. Washing- 
ton was unable to account for the silence of the enemy. Daily 
did he expect an attack, but no trooi>s appeared. They re- 
mained quietly in their shelter, and contented themselvea with 
looking on quite indifferently, while a causeway was con- 
structed over the marsh leading to Lechmerc's Point, and a Dec. 12. 
covered way was carried from thence nearly to the top of Doc. 10. 
the adjacent hill. When, however, a detachment of three Dm. 17* 
hundred men was sent, under General Putnam, to break ground 
at the base of the hill,' near the water, they were aroused for 
a moment, and began to cannonade the intruders with round 
and grape shot from the decks of a ship of war which lay 
near by, and from the battery at Barton's Point, mounted with 
twenty-four pounders and mortars. But this did not prevent 
the continuance of the work ; and, on the following day, Gen- Dec. 18. 
eral Heath was ordered to the spot, and in the afternoon Wash- 
out three ])laces between ScwcH's Point "NVar, 200 ; Frothin<:hnm's Sir^o, 269, 
aud our lines on lioxbun' Neck for 27U. Putaam no ovcrjoMxl, on 
work* to be thromi up. ana occanon- thin oocaRion, that he h««tily jumped 
ally maniietl, in case of a IOltie,whe|l upon the hujxe ni(»rtar wliich had liet n 
the baj' ^ta froze." ^ captured aud mounted on il» bed, 

* History of the War in America, and, with a bottle of rum in his hand, 
167} Heath's Miais. .'H ; Tluiclier's amidst the shouts of the assembled 
Jour. .'iC ; (if<r(l>u's Am. Klv. i. IKJ ; multitudf, stmul " jnirson to chnHten, 
Ranisaj'.s Am. liev. i. li'.M ; Snarks's wiiilu godJ'ather MitHin jfave it the 
Wu^hhjgton, iii. 1H2, I'^.'i; Iteed's name of Congress/' This mortar, 
Reed, i. 132,133; Marshairs Wa^-h- liowt-vor, was nooiI after split and ren^ 
ingtoDj L 2ott ; Imj^iorUal ilist. of the deicd useless. 
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C02imiI0N OF THE ABMY AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 



CHAP, ington aad other genoral officers visited him, and encouraged 
him to persevere in hia labors.^ The result was highly en- 
1775. oooraging ; for in a very short time two redoubts were thrown 
vp, and a covered Kne of oommonication was built along the 
causeway quite up to the redoubts. The completion of these 
works gave to the Americans a commanding position ; and 
Colonel Mt)\ laii wrote, " (iive us powder and authority, and 
Boston can be set in lluines/** 

At the close of tlie year 1775, the American army is said 
to have numbered less than ten thousand men — so greatly 
had it been reduced by the departure of those whoso term of 
enlistment had expired, and by the lukewarmness with which 
the business of recruiting was prosecuted.' The letters of 
Washington are full of complaints on this subject ; and, satis- 
fied tliat it was no time for trillinir, and that tlie exigeney of 
pul>iic alVairs culled aloud for vigoroin exertions, he coiitiuued 
to urge upon the Assemblies of the New Juigland colonies and 
tho General Congress the necessity of n hipting measures to 
facilitate the completion of the army.^ The troops from Goih 

* Thacher's Jnnr. 87 } Heath's 230. " Our rcttmis of enlistments to 
Mema. 32; liecd's Reed, L Ititi; this day," wrote Wanhington, Dec. 2d, 
Neivell'k Jour, in 4 M. H. GolL I 1775, " amotrnt to 8500 men." On 
270; Fnithint;ham's Siege, 270, 271. the 31st, he wrote, *' Our enlistments 

* Heath's Slemoirx, 34 ; Sparks's now amount to 94wO men ; " and OQ 
Washington, iii. 2()o, 213; Keed's the 14th Jan. 1776, ** Our total num- 
lleed, i. 137 ; FnJlhinRham's Sie>?e, b«T upon paper amounts to about 
271,27'J. Tt'thc n helv," wrote onr of 1(1, .')()()." A writer, however, in Al- 
the Brili.sh oHicers, " can conijilete Uie mon'.s lleuKiuliruncer, Jan. tJ, 1776, 
new batten' which they are raisings voL u. 238, says, "There are now 'J(i 
this towii will l)e on fire about nnr re-^nments complete at ( ami)ri(l;^e. of 
ears a few hours after — all our build- G32 eti'octive men, which amounts to 
ings l>elng of wood, or a mLxture of 16,422. The CSoonectieiit troops re- 
brick and woodwork. Had the rel>- turned home after the exjnralion of 
els erected tlieir batten- on the other their time. J'hat colony hi now raising 
aide of the town, et tJofcheiiter, the 19 regiments, of 900 effective men 
admiral and all liis booms would have each. New York lia.s raised 4, of 7.30 
made the tirst blaze, and the bumiiu; men each ; Jersey 2, of 632 ; and 
of the town would htiTe followed, u PenntyHrania 5, of 632 efleetrve men. 
we cannot dt'^lroy the rebel battery The number raised in the southeiD 
by our guns, we must march out and colonies 1 cannot inform you." 

take it, sword In hand." * For the instructions cf Oongnsa 

' Ramsay's Am. Key. i. 2'j9 ; on tlii-s Kubject, see Spodu's CSonMpi 
Speiks's Washington, iii. 214, 220, of the Ker. L 91. 
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necticut were particularly mutinous j nor was it believed that chap. 
the other colonies would give stronger proofs of attach- 
ment to the common cause, upon the arrival of the period ins. 
when they might daim their diflmission.^ In this, however, 
he was happily disappointed; for the citizens of Massachu- 
setts ] roiuptly res{)onded to the call for their enlistment, and 
New Hampshire behaved nobly, discoverinor a zeal which did 
her the highest hoiior.'-^ The people of Connecticut, too, 
"filled witli grief, surprise, and indiguutiou," were aroused to 
action ; and the inhabitants of the several towns, to redem 
their credit, erinced their readiness to march to the camp, 
" upon their being acquainted with the behavior and deser- 
tion of their troops.''* Upon the whole, therefbre, the aspect 
of a&irs b^an to be more encouraging and the despatch 
made^ both by the people in marching and by the legislative 
powers in complying witli his recpiests, gave " infinite siitisfac- 
tion " to the cominander-in-cliief/ The want of jtowdcr was 
still seriously felt, nor was the supply of cannon reuiarl<al)ly 
large ; ^ but the filling up of the army, the erection of bar- 

* Thncher's Jour. 37. " The same men in the aerviof dus irintcr, either 

desire of retiring into a chimney cor> as put of the continental army, or as 

ner," wrote Washington to Reed, Jan. proimeia] troups tu j)rotect and guard 

4, 1776, " sv'r/.vd tin? troops of Xuw tlie .sea coast. See the ntlls at the 

ILim])slurc, llhoile Islund and Mus- State Uoua^ and oomp. Bradford, iL 

8achusett>i, (so soon m tlieir time ex- 79. 

nredf) as has woriied upon those of ^ TmmbuU MS. Letter liook B, 

tjbonecticiit, notwithstandin^f mnny of 221», 231 ; S])arks's Wii-Hhln^rton, iii. 

them made a tender of their services 198; Keed's Iteed, i. H(j, 117; 

to continue till the lines could l)e suf- S])ari(8'K Corresp. of the Uvx. i. 103, 

ficicntly strengthened." Keed'a Heed, 104. Cieneral T,< <', who was in Con- 

L 141. necticut soon alter, with recruiting or- 

' Sparka's Waslui^Kton, iii. 105 } den, spesiks of the " noble Huint in 

KcfdV lit rd. i. 1.34; Frothin'jhani's the province;" and Trumhull wrote 

iSie^c, 216, 274. '' The militia are to WaHhington, Jan. 22 and Feb. 2, 

oommg in feat," wrote Washin^on, 1776, that the troops were lai-sing, 

on the 1 Uh of December. "1 am and that the repments were fillinij uj) 

much plcanod with the alacrity which as fast as p<)i«»ible. Truuiliull MS. 

the gooil people ct this province, aa Letter Book B, 2ol, 2.33, 2oo. 

well as thoAe of New Hampshire, have * Sparks's Witsliinj^ton, iii. 206. 

shown upon this occasion. See, fur- * Sjiarks's Washiiifjton, iii. 213, 

ther, his letter of Jan. 4, 177(5, in 215. ** A committee from the Gen- 

Spariui's Waslun^ton, iii. 22'). Mas- eral Court of this j)rorince called on 

■>cfauietta,itiiid,hadneMiy lO/XM) me the other day, mfonning me that 
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WASHINGTON 'S REFLECTIONS. 



CHAP, racks, and the supply of firewood, whicli caino in frool\', made 
,^J55^ the condition of tlie soldiers more comfortable and easy, and 
1776. caused them to ahow a better dispositioD, and to labor moio 
cheerfully.^ 

ja^ i reviewing the experience of the past few months, well 
might Washington write, " It is easier to oonoeiTe than to 
describe the situation of my mind, and my feelinge, under our 

present ( ircumstances. Search the vast volumes of history 
liiroui^h, and I much question whetlier a case similar to oura 
is to l;e found — to wit, to maintain a post against the flower 
of tlic British troops for six months together, without powder, 
and, at the end of them, to have one army disbanded, and 
another to raise, within the same distance of a reenforoed 
enemy."* Nor was it without cause that he expressed these 
views ; for, under all the droumstanoes, it must be acknowl- 
edged that the difficulties he had encountered were such as 
could have never been met by an officer of inferior abilities ; 
nor could thev have been overcome bv him, had he not been 
secondetl by eminent patriots in diflFcrent parts of the country, 
who endeavored to allay the spirit of faction, soften local 
pr^dices, and remove the causes which had hitherto pre- 
vented a harmony of action* That he did succeed, is to his 
credit, and to the credit of those who oodperated wit!) him. 
It was indeed a time that tried men's souls," a season of 
unusuiil darkness and gloom ; and, had not the clouds been 
tijKM'dily disi)ersed, the consequences must have been fatal in 
the extreme.' 

they wore in p-cnt \rant of ordnance ' Sjnrks'H Washington, iii. 225 ; 
for the delcnce of the colony." "Our Iteeds Kccd, i. 141; Gordon's Am- 
^mnt of nowder is inco n eehrahte.* Ber. ii. 14 ; Ilam^y's Am. R^. L 
" Evcrv tniiip thaws here," wrote 250 ; Thacher'H Jour. 37. 
Mojlan to Iteed, Jan. 2, 1776, " ex- ' Lord Mahon a iliat. Eng. vi. 65. 
eept Old Put He is still as hard as <* It is highly to the honor of WaA- 
cver, cn in^ out for powder, jinwdor! ington, lal)onnfr undor so many dis- 
Ye gods, give us powder." Keed's advantages, to have yet achieved so 
Keed, L 139. nnch.'* 
> FraadnglMm'b Siege, 274-278. 
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Tlie position of the British army was equally disoonragiiig. OHAP. 
Sicknci^s extensively prevailed in Bostoii — the small pox, ^^^^ 
especially, haying made sad baToc with the troops; ^ the com- 1776. 
missariat was yery ill contriyed ; proyisioiis were scarce ; fuel 
was wanting, and could only be obtained with the greatest 
difficulty ; and the seyerity of the season, — the piercing winds 
and drivinfr snows, — to wliicli tliov were jiiiaccustomcd. caused 
much dij^trc'S.''* Nor were tlie torie.-*, who had eidisted under 
Brigadier Ruggles, in a much better coudiiiou, uotwithstand- 
ing their loyalty was amply rewarded by the gracious per^ 
mission to wear a white sash around the left arm ; " and the 
" Loyal Irish Volunteers,'' who were distinguished by a " white 
cockade,*' found eyen that ornament insufficient to satisfy the 
crayings of hunger.' Many, in consequence of tlieir suiTer^ 
ings, were driven to desperation ; and it was only by the 
exercise of the strictest discipline on the part of (Jcneral 
Howe, that the more lawless were kept from plundering pri- 
vate property and breakiug out into all manner of riotous 
eKcesses. In some cases, offeuders were hanged ; in others 
th^ were sentenced to receive from four hundred to one thoib 
sand lashes, according to the heinousness of their offence ; and 
an instance is recorded of the wife of a private, who was sen- 
tenced " to receive one hundred lashes on her bare back with 
a cat-o'-uiue-Uiilri, at the carl's tail, in dillerent porlioas of the 

' Alraon's Jiemciubranwr, ii. 230 ; * Thaclu r's Jour. 36 ; Frothiag* 

FrotldnghBm'B Siege, 2H0. "The (lis- kmrs Sie<;e. -jso. Comp. Lord Map 

tress of the trooj)8 and j)e<jj)k' lU Hos- hon's Kng. vi. 81. 

tuu exceeds thu potthibility of deticnp- ' FrothinghuiUH Siege, 279. The 

tion. There are advioea in town of ordera for tne enlntnient of the lof' 

Decoml ' f 11; not a coal ship wa« all.sts were i-sui-d in Xov(>nil)er ; aiid 

then arrived ; the inhabitauts and the general order of the 1 7 th of that 

troopa Uterally atanring widi oold. month alludes to three companies. 

They had taken the pews out of all The Irish mtrchantfi enlisted m l)e- 

the places of worship for fuel ; had ceniher. Anotlier class in Ukewise 

pulled down empty houses, &c. ; and alluded to, — the Itoynl Fendbto 

were then (h'g^n-4; up the timber at Amerioans, — siiid to iuire been 

the i^'bkrvcH tor Hnng. Ver}* }K>or made up uf deserteia from the Amer* 

clothing ; and mcotcc of jirovinious, lean camp, 
tfaey baxi been eating hone fleah for 
time." 
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CHAP, most conspicuous parts of the town, and to be imprifloned for 
..^^ ^ three months.^ 

DM^'k ^ after the openhig of the new year, the resolntioii 

of the General Congress passed in December was received by 
Washington, aathorizing him to attempt the expulsion of the 

British from Boston "in any manner he might tliink expedient, 
notwith.standing the town, and property in it, niiu-ht tliereby be 
destroyed.''^ John Hancoek, the president of the Congress, 
!^ and one of the wealthiest citizens of Massachusetts, subscribed 
to this resolution with a disinterested zeal ; and in his mee> 
sage to the commander-in-chief commonicating the action of 
his ooUeagaes, he wrote, May Qod crown yonr attempt with 
success. I most heartify wish it^ thongh indlTidnally I may 
be the greatest sufferer.*** 

In aeeordancc with tliis resolution, a council of war was 
1776. convened, to wliieh tlie (piestion of an attack was submitted, 

l&^uld m'gud on the ground that it was " indis}X)nsably necessary 
to make a bold attempt to conquer the ministerial troops be- 
fore they could be reenforced in the spring.^' * The situation 
of the army, however, was extremely distressing. My reflei> 

Jan. 14. tion upon it,** wrote Washington, " produces many an uneasy 
hour, when all around me are wrapped in sle^. Few people 
know tlie predicament we arc in on a thousand accounts; 
fewer still will believe, if any dir^aster happens to tliesc lines, 
from what Ciiuse it flows. If I shall be able to rise superior 
to these and mauy other diHi' idties which might be enumer- 
ated, I shall most religiously believe that the finger of Prov* 

• Frothingham's Siege, 281. March, also by ministers of the gos])el 

' Jour. CiiiiU Cong.i. 281 ; S{)arkft'8 to their respective societies. Kiles's 

Wa^ington, iil 221 ; Frothinghatn's Princ^plm md Aets of the Rev. 14S^ 

8iqi;e,2N.j. On the 19th of Jmuarv, 143. 

1776, the General Court of Massachii- ^ Sparks's Corrcsp. of the Ilev. i. 

setts isKued a prochimalioii on the 100 ; Frothingham's Siege, 286. 

•Upport of the govc rmncnt, which was * Sjiarks's Washington, iii. 221, 

Oruered to l)e read at the opening of notr. 'J V?. note: Meed's Reed» L 149| 

every Superior Court of Judicature, Frutiungiiam's Siege, 2bi». 
Jbfc, and t thftaimml tawm meeting* in 
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idenoe Is in it^ to blind fhe eyes of odf enemies ; for snrely, chap. 
if we get well through this month, it mast be for want of ^J^^ 

their knowini^ the disadvauUi^es we labor uinlcr."^ In con«e- 1776. 
quence of tlie.se difliculties, the action of tlie council wn^^ Ic-a 
decisive than it would have been under other circumstances. 
It was agreed, howem*, that a vigorous attempt on Boston la 
ought to be made, but that " the present force was inadequate " 
for the purpose ; and his excellency was adyised to "request 
of tho neighboring colonies thirteen regiments of militia, — 
seven from MaJ^snchusctte*, four from Connocticut, and two 
from New Hampshire, — to serve till the first of April." In 
the mean time, should an opportunity offer to efl^ect any thing, 
Washington was determined to avail himself of it ; and if, hj 
any extraordinary exertion on his own part, or combination 
of circumstances feyorable to an attack, the pros)iect of its 
snccessful termination seemed to warrant the attempt, he was 
ready to enga^cire in it at all ha/.ards.' 

In the following month, a new council was convened, but with Feb. IC 
a like want of success. The irksomeness of his situation, and 
the consciousness that " the ejes of the whole continent were 
fixed with anxious expectation of hearing of some great event," 
had induced Washinc^ton to rcurpc upon their attention the ex- 
pediency of an assault ; l»ut the inadc(piatc state of tho army, 
and the want of suitable munitions, were, in their estimation, 
invincible objections to a compliance with his request. It was 
resolved, however, that a cannonade and bombardment might 
be advisable, as soon as a supply of powder was received, and 
that }>rcparations should be made to " take possession of Dor* 
Chester FT ill, with a view of drawing out the enemy, and of 
Noddle's Island also, if the situation of the water aud other 

' Sixirks's Washington, iiL 240; in. 1770, in Tnimbuli's MS. Letter 
Reed's Iteed, L 144} Frothingham'a liook 13, 240; MS. Minutes of Pro- 



* MS. Lett, nf Wa^ihinr^'ton to Gov- 249, 622^24} Spuks's Washington, 
eroor Trumbull, of Coimeclicut, Jan. iiL 



Siege, 288. 
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CHAP, circumstiuices would admit of it.'' ^ This decision Fcenis not 
^^1^ to have girea entire satisfaction to Washington; l»iit the 
1776. arrangement was acqnieeoed in, and the oonduct of the busi- 
ness vas left to General Ward, who, with Generals Thomas 
and Spencer, had been for some time collecting fascines and 
gabions, "in expectation that the same would be wanted."' 
In the mean time, the aniiy liad been materially strengthened 
hy the arrival of ten rcLriments of fresh nrruits : and Colonel 
Knox, "with an enterprise and perseverance that elicited the 
warmest commeudatious, had Itrouglit from Crown Point and 
liconderoga, over frozen lakes and almost impassable snows, 
more than fifty cannon, mortars, and howitzers ; " a supply of 
diells had been procured from yarions sources ; and eyen pow- 
der became comparatiycly plenty in the camp.' A day was 
therefore fixed upon to take possession of Dorchester Heights ; 
Feb. 26. and Wasiiiiigton wrote to the Council of the Massacliusctts Day, 
Ril)Miitting it to their wisrloni " whether it may not be lM?st to 
direct the militia of certain towns most contiguous to Dor- 
chester and Roxbury to repair to the lines at those pkoes, 

• Heath's Mcms. 3S ; Gordon's my inactivnty. A fjoldon opjmrtunUy 
Am. Jlev. ii. 24 ; Stmrks's W;u<hing- Iuih l)ecn lost, jR'rhaps not to be re- 
ton, iiL 292 ; Reed a Reed, i. ; jxiired again this year. The late free»> 
Frothingham's Siofjc, 291, 1292. The inj; winithcr had formed some ])rctty 
foUowiiiK extract from au uiipubiiHhtd ntroiig ice from Dorchester to Boi^ton 
letter of Waahii^itoii to iJtoveraor Neflk,aadftoni Roxbury to the Gmn- 
Trumhull, Feb. 19, 177G, n fcrs to mon, which would havo afTonli d ;i lo^s 
this subject : " My fdtuation with ret- daagerou8 a])proacb to the tovn tiian 
erence to this article [powder] is real- throush the linm or hy the water.* 
ly distrcssiiifj ; and, wliile common Trumlmll, MS. Lt t;i r I'MHik 15, 'JOG et 
prudence oblifjes me to keep my want se^. For a return ol the |>owder re- 
of it concealed, to avoid a discovery cei^vd at Cambridge from Providence, 
thoreof to the enemy, I feel the Ixid Febnwry 21, — amounting' to 3077 
effects of tliat concr.dnu'ut from our Ihs. net, — see ibid. 2()S. 8ee, also, 
friends; for, not believing our distress ibid. 2(i4, Ia-II. of Gov. Tnmibull, Feb. 
equal to what it re;illy i-s they with- 16, relative to forwarding ]>owder. 
hold such supplies as are in their pow- * (Jordon'.s Am. Itev. ii. 24. 
er to ^ive. 1 am so re>ti-ained in all •' J. Adams's Diiiry, in Works, iL 
my military movements for want of 432 ; Sparks's Corresp. of the Itev. u 
the nece'i'^ary suppiit s, that it is ini- H7, 91 ; Heath's Mems. 2S, 37 ; (ior- 
posable to undertake any thing ett'ec- (Vju's Am. Rev. ii. 26 ; Sjxurks's AN'uHh- 
tual ; and, while I am fretting at mv ington, iiL 297 i^Beed!a Keed, i 129, 
own disagreeable sitti ition, the worl (I, 131; Ilradford, il 81 i Frothingfaam<Si 
I iap|poee» is oot bciiiud in ccmuriiig :Siege, 2^5, 
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with tlicir arrriB, araraunition, and accoutrements, instantly chap. 
upou a given signal." * To facilitate tlii< plan, the works at^J[^ 
Lechmere's Point were completed, and some heaTjr pieces of mi, 
ordnance were placed there^ with two platforms for mortars ; 
strong goards were likewise moonted at the Point and at 
Cobble Hill ; and every thing was ready for oflfensiTe oper- 
ations.* 

With thcj^e preparation?, early in March the American camp 
began to present "indication?; of an approacliimx conUict." 
The ground at Dorchester was fi*ozcn ao hard that intrench- 
meats could not be readily thrown up ; and the army was 
"obliged to depend entirely on chandeliers, fascines, and 
screwed hay ** for their redonbts.' To divert the attention of 
the enemy, while engaged at their work, a severe cannonade ifar. x 
was comraenced from Cobble Hill, Ijcchmere's Point, and 
Laiiil>'s Dam, in Roxbnry ; an<l under cover of this lire, which 
was continued for three nights, General Thoma>. with about 
two thousand men, six twelve pounders, and six or ei«rht field 
pieces, marched to take possession of Dorchester Heights. Mai; 
A covering party of eight hundred men led the way; then 
came the carts with the intrenching tools ; after these came 
the main working body of aboat twelve hundred men ; and a 
train of more than three hundred carts, provided by General 
Mifflin, and loaded witli fascines and iiay, "closed tlie proces- 
sion."^ The wliole body niovctl with the <rreatest sileiicc. and 
reached their destination in about an hour. The covering 
party then divided — one half proceeding " to the point near- 
est to Boston, and the other to that next to the Castle." The 
direction of the wind was favorable to the workmen, carrying 



• Sparka'sWashinffton, iii. 29.5,296. 

' Heath's Memoirs, ."}!) ; Sjwrks's 
"Washin-^ton, iii. '2{)li ; Uvvd's Mvvd, 
i. !()(>; t'rulhinjfhatn's Sioj^r, 2i)(>. 

^ SjKirks's Washington, iii. 1*99; 
Rc-ed's llecd, i. 167 ; Frothirjgham'a 
Siege, 'i^il. 



* S. Nash's MS. Jouraal ; Gordon's 

Am. Rev, ii. 26; Ne well's Jour, in 
4 M. H. Coll. i. 272 ; SparksV Wash- 
ington, iii. 302, 3(»3 ; llecd's Reed, L 
168. John Goddurd. of Rrookline, is 
said to li ivc had charge of these carts. 
Counuunicatiou of IL W. Fuller, Esq. 
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CHAP, what noi<e could not be avoided by drivinGr tlio j^takos nTi(\ 
picking the ground towards the harl)or, l»etween the town and 
1776^ the Castie ; aud by tco o^clock, so diligently did they labor, 
two forts were erected, one upon each hill, sufficient to defend 
them from small arms and grape shot. The night was re* 
markablf mild and pleasant; and the moon, which shone 
brightly upon the hills, gave soffictent light to conduct their 
operations, while the haze below prevented tlieir l)eiii<:: discov- 
ered. About llirec o'clock in the morning, a relief j>arty of 
two companies of artillery was sent on ; at four odock, Cap- 
tain Drury's company of artillery marched ; teams passed con- 
stantly to and fro with materials for the defences ; and the 
attention of the British was diyerted hj the firing from Box- 
bury, from Cobble Hill, and 'firom Lechmere*8 Point, which 
they briskly returned with bomb and ball. The construction 
of the works was somewhat novel ; and rows of barrel?, fdled 
with eartli, were placeil around, wdiich "presented only the 
appearance of strengthening" them, but which were in reality 
designed to roll upon the enemy, in case of an attack.^ 
It was some time after daybreak, on the morning of the 

Mtt.d. fifth, before the " ministerial troope conld clearly discern the 
newly-erected forts, which loomed up to great advantagey and 
which were thought to be much larger than was really the 
case. The pencil of a Hogarth would have been needed to 
portray the astonishment of General Howe ; and in great con- 
fusion he exclaimed,"! know not what I shall do. These 
rebels have done more in one night than my whole army 
would have done in months." Admiral Shuldham was alaa 

*Naih'fM& Journal, in the pOMW- Frothingbttm'b Siege, 29& The pro- 

nonof the author; Gen. Howe to Earl jcct of nllln^ barrels with enrrh uus 

of Dartmouth, Mar. 21, 1776; Heath's " sugges ted," says Hcftth, " by Air. 

Memoirs, 40 ; Gordon's Am. Rev. iL William Dans, merchant, of Boston, 

26, 27; Itimsiiy's Am. lU v. i. 2G2; to our general, who immediately ooin- 

Sparks's Wa>hiii{i;ton, iii. 341 ; Keed's municnted it to tlie commandor-in- 

Kecd,i. 168; Letters of Mrs. Adams; chief, who highly apjiruvcd of it, as 

N. A. Rer. for Oct IMO, 871, 872 } did all the other'officen." 
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of opinion that» if the AmericaiiB wiare not dislodged, not one chap. 
of hia m^estj'B ahipe ooold be kept in the harbor. A conn- 
eil of war was aocordinglj convened, and it was decided to 1771 
attempt to force the works.^ 

Washington liiid already settled his plans of defence and 
offence ; and liis olTicers and men " appeared impatient for the 
appeal, and to possess the most animated sentiments and de- 
termined resolution." Signals had been prepared at Roxburj 
meeting house to mark the moment of the enemy's departure 
from Boston ; and fonr thousand chosen men, under SultiTan 
and Greene, were held in readiness at Cambridge, and parad- 
ed, to embark in boats, land at different points, and enter the 
town as soon as the British shonld leave. The hniry and 
bustle in the camp of General Uowe could be distinctly seen 
from without ; his or(lci*s were issued for the preparation of 
scaling ladders, about ten feet in length ; and a large body 
of troops was directed to embark on board the transports, 
with a view of landing in the boUow between the farthest of 
the two fortified hills and the Castle. The men, it is said, 
looked pale and dejected ; and more than one was heard to 
remark, It will be another Banker's Hill afiair, or worse." 
The Americans watched their movements with no little eager- 
ness ; and wlien the columns ajjpcared on tlie wharves, and 
passed to the transports, they " clappc^l their hands for joy, 
and wished them to come 00." It was remembered throughout 
the camp that it was the anniversary of the massacre of 1770 ; 
and Washington had only to remind his men of the circnm- 
stanoe to "add fuel to the martial fire already kindled, and 

* Nnh's MS. Journal; Thacher^s the hillB,'^ny« Nash,** they fired twen- 

Jour. 43 ; Lett, of Jededioli Fluntiiig- ty or thirty Hhot at them, but did 

ton, Mar. 6, 1776, in Tnimhull MSS. no damage. We had one lieutenant 

4;3 ; Almon's Kt ineinlirancer, iii. killfd at Roxbury htnt nitrht, and tvo 

106; Gordon's Am. Kev. ii. 27; men killed at CambritL^e, one of 

Sparks's VV'asliinjfton, iii. 303; Herd's whom was killed witli ;i bomb — the 

Kecd, L 169, 171 ; Bradlbrd, iL 92; finit we have ever had killed with a 

Fwthinghain'b Siage, 298^ 299. Af> bomb linoe tiw wnnjuign began." 
ter the enemy diMomed OUT men on 

VOL. Ui. 6 
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CHAP, burning with uncommon intcnscness." The surronndinfr hills 
^^ ^^ 1 ^ were alive with spectators ; and a more bloodj scene was 
1771. anticipated thaa at Charlestown. But the moYements of the 
British were delayed by a furious wind, which arose in the 
afltemoon, and which blew with flDoh ▼iolenoe as to prevent 
the ships fit>in reachii^ their destination. The attempt^ 
therefore, was abandoned for that day ; and on the following 
lltt.6. day tlic wind continued boisterous, and a storm of rain set in, 
which piTcluded the possibility of renewing it with any pros- 
pect of success.' 

Mar. 7. The seventh was a day of hurry and oonfbsion in Boston ; 
and " both troops and tories were as busy as possible in pre- 
parii^ to qnit the town, and to carry off all ih^ could of 
their military stores and yalnable effects.'' That night, Cap- 
tain Irvine^ who had been held as a prisoner, escaped, with six 
others, and, visiting head quarters, informed Washington of 
the movements of the enemy, and of their intention to with- 
draw as speedily as poB.sible. Nor was this mere rumor ; for, 

Mar. 8. tlie next day, a flag was sent out from the selectmen, with a 
message assuring his excellency that General Howe had no 
intention of destroying the town unless his troops were mo* 
lested, dnring their embarkation or departure, by the armed 
force without."* But Washing^ton was not to be deterred 
fi^m taking all necessary steps to insure the success of his 
plans ; and a strong detachment was sent to throw up a bat- 
tery on Nook's Hill, at Dorcliester Point, with the design of 
acting afi circumstances might require. This, however, was 



' Almon's Remembrancer, iii. 1 05, 
106 ; Thacher's Jour. 4 1 ; (iordon's 
Am. Rev. iL 28 ; Sparks's Washing- 
ton, iii. 304, 305 ; Reed's Rctnl, i. 1G9 ; 
Boston Gazette for March 4, 11, 18, 
and 25, 1776; Bradfiwdt it 93, 94 ; 
Frothingham's Siege, 'iOO. " Tuesday, 
March 6 : an exceeding bad storm 
tilk nuNming. Wednes&y, Mardb 6: 
oo firing: to-day." Nash's Jour. 

' Na«h'a Jour. ; Thacher'a Jour. 
42; NmU^ Jour. in 4 M. H. OolL 



i. 273 ; Impartial Hist of the War, 
21)4; Heath's Meras. 41; Almon's 
Remembrancer, iiL 105 ; (Jordon s 
Am. Rev. ii. 29; Sparks's Wash- 
ington, iiL 307, 311, 532, 533 1 
Heed's Reed, i. 183 ; Frothingham's 
Siege. Israel Mauduit, in Rome MS. 
notes on the examination of Lord 
Howe, speaks of this w a " chndet* 
tine c:i](itrilaTi(>ii, which he meanl\ per- 
mitted and connived at, between the 
Mdoctnmof BoitOQ tnd WiuAdi^ton.'' 
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not effected withoat diaeoTeiy ; and a lire was opened bj the chap. 
British upon ihe Point, which was returned by the Americans 
from Roxbury, Cobble Hill, and Lechmere's Point.* 1776. 

The suspeiitio of the Americans continued for a week, dur- 
ing which time the British were busily employed in complet- 
ing their arrangements. A portion of the soldiery, as was to 
have been expected, could not be restrained from acts of yio- 
lenoe ; and ** there was a licentious plundering of shops, stores, 
and dwelling houses, by soldiers and sailors, cazrying destruc- 
tion wherever they went; and what they oonld not carry 
away tfaey destroyed."* It should be obeenred, however, to 
the credit of General Howe, that he exerted himself diligently 
to prevent such excesses ; and the guilty were threatened 
with death, if detected in robbing or firing a house.^ All 
that he now waited for was a £&yorablc wind, to enable liim 
to embark ; but the crisis was precipitated when, on the morn- 
ing of the seventeenth, he discoyered a breastwork on Nook's iitt.17. 
Hill, entirely commanding the town, and rendering longer 
delay both imprudent and dangerous. The preparations for 
the embarkation were therefore hastened ; and, at a quite early 
hour on ^^unday, the British, satisfied that " neither hell, Hull, 
nor Halifax could afford worse shelter," evacuated the town, 
with some fifteen hundred of the tories. leaving behind a 
number of cannon, spiked, and two large marine mortal's, 
which they had attempted in yain to burst. Tlieir departure 
was soon known in the American camp^ though the garrison 
at Bunker Hill sought to conceal theur retreat by fixing some 
images representing men in the places of tiieur sentinels, with 
muskets on thdr eihoulders." But the deception was qniekly 

' Nash's Jour. ; Heath's ^Tomoirs, ComnmiuMlioii gf Pynton Blake^ 

41 } Sparks'H Washington, iii. 307. E'i(i. 

"We bill t ui men killed at one shot * Xeweli's Jour, in 4 M. II. ColL 

on the Point," says Nash, " and were i. 274 ; Gordon's Am. Ilev. ii. 29. 

obliged to give over intrenching that ^ Gen. Howe to the Earl of Dart- 

ni^t" James Blake resided at the mouth, Jan. 22, 1776 ; Gordon's Am. 

iSnt, hot had deMrted bis houM. Bev. iL 30 { Frothii^hun's Siege, S07» 
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CHAP, discovered ; and while General Patnam landed at Se wall's 
Point, and entered the town in one direction, a detachment 
1771 of Ward's troops from Bozbmy marched in, under Colonel 
Learned, and took poasession from that quarter, to the Inez- 
presrible joy of the patriot Inhabitants. > 

The transportrf of the British, whicli, with the other vessels, 
consisted in all of one hundred and forty sail, were detained 
in the harbor and roads for several days ; and duriug this 
period the troops burned the blockhouse and barracks on 
Castle Island, and blew up and demolished the fortifica- 
tions.* ^ Their predse destination was not known ; bat, as it 
was ooigectored hj Washington that their nert attempt would 
be against New York or some more southern colony, he was 
determined to be in readiness to meet them wherever they 
might land. For this purpose, as General Lec had some time 

* Boiton Oaaette for March 2^ defended. The town of Boston was 

1776 { Ntth^ Joumal} Heaths Me- almost impregnable, everv avenue 

moirs, 43 ; Sjxirki'B Washinjjton, iii. fortified." For a li>t of the stores left 

321} Reed's Iteed, L 176. "The in Boston, see the Boston Gazette for 

hurry in which diey have embarked," April 15, 17 70, Stedroan's Am. War, 

wrote Wa.sbington to Reed, *' w in- L 167, and Almon's Remembrancer, 

conceivable. They have not, from a iii. 109. The Jiritish. it i.s said, mixed 

rough estimate, left leas than £^0,000 arsenic M^th the nuHiicine^ lell at the 

woraofhttm^ea^a property behmd ahuHhouse ; and the &ct was fully 

them, in provisions and ntores, ve»- provetl by an .niKiIyjiis conducted by 

eels, rugs, blanketjj, iiic. ; near thirty Dr. Warren. Gdzetle for Aj)ril 22, 

pieces* of fine heavy cannon are left 1776. 

8])iked, which we are now drilling, a ' NewellV Jour, in 4 M. 11. Coll. i. 
mortar or two. the H. shells, &c., in 275; Nash's Journal; Almon's Re- 
abmdanoet all their artillery cuts, membrancer, iiL 105, 109) Ooidoa'a 
powder wafjons, &c., &c., which they Am. Rev. ii. 31 ; Heath's Mems. 43; 
nave been twelve months about, are Sparks's Washington, iiL 324, 327, 
left, with such ahuse as their hurry 830; Reed's Real, L 177. **Tnes- 
would permit them to bestow ; whilst dav, March 21," says Nash, "all the 
others, after a little cutting and hack- ships, except one tliat lay by the Cas- 
ing, were thrown into the harbor, and tie, got unaer way, ud went down to 
are now visiting even*- shore. In short, Nanlasket Roads, and there came to 
you can scarce form an idea of the an anchor ; and our people went and 
matter. Valuable vcsscIh arc left, took posaewion of the C'a«tle, where 
with only a mast or howsnrit cut seveml cannon were l< i\, and all ex- 
down, some of them loaileu; their ct']>t throf wore sjukt'd up. Colonel 
works are all standing, umjn exami- Tupper, wiiii a great number oi meu 
nation of which, especially at Boop in whaldxMts, has been down the 
ker's Hill, we find aniazin^^ly strong ; channel tM'o or three da\-8, tO WAtoh 
20,000 men could not have carried it tJie motion of the enemy." 
1000, had that work been well 
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before been ordered thither, the marcb of the contlnetital chap. 
army towards the south was hastened ; and, before the month ,^J!I^ 
closed, several regiments were on their way to Now York, iTlt. 
while Washington himself remained for a season, to prevent 
the recaptore of the town and to matore his plans.* Thus 
were the British expelled from the soil of Massachosetts. The 
"Tefiractory oolonj'' remained misabdned ; and Ihe zeal which 
had been displayed inspired throughout tlie country the live- 
liest hopes of ultimate success. 

The triumph of Wasbiugton was highly encouraging ; and 
congratolatoiy addresses ponred in upon him from the Gen- 
eral Coi^resB, the inhabitants of Boston, and the legislatare 
of Massachnsetts,* The condition of the towit exhibited a 
melancholy proof of the ravages of war. The small pox was 
raging. The streets were filled with filth. ^Many buildings 
were destroyed ; churches were defaced ; fruit and ornamental 
trees had been cut down and burned, and the wanton spirit 
of devastation had left its traces in eyeiy quarter.^ Happily, 
the recnperattre aiecgies of the people were sach, that the 
check which had been pnt npon their temporal prosperity 
Btimolated to renewed efforts to regain their former position ; 
the deserted streets were once more filled ; business was re- 
sumed j industry flowed in its accustomed channels ; the waste 
places were boilt op ; and the metropolis of the north began 

> Nash^ Joanalj Oivdoo's Am. theaifliduity, ddlland bravsnrof tfaa 

Rev. iL 3 1 ; Heath'i Memoim, 44 ; other worthy generals and officen of 

Sparki's Waahington, m. 319, 330- the army; and to the hardinew and 

3^, gallantry of tiie sotdlefy, is to be 

•*AImon'8Remembranccr,iS. Ill- aacribedt under God, the glot)- and 

113* Gordon's Am. Rev. ii. 33; success of our arms in driving,' from 

Sparks's Washington, iii. 335, 533 } one of llie strongest holds in Amcnca 

I^^s PrincipleB md Acts of the ao oonademblc a port of the British 

R«T. 148-150 ; Bradford, ii. 97-101 ; army as that which last week oonqiied 




Ue and beloved jjeneral, his exccllen- Principles and Acts of the Rev. 479, 
cv Geo Washington, Esq.," says the 480 ; Bradford, iL 94, 93 j Frothing- 
Boetaa Ouette Ibr Manh 26| "to ham'e Si^ 327-S29. 
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CHAP, to resume its wonted aspect of activily and enterprise. TfaiSi 
it is tme, was tlte wovk of time ; nor was it easy, wfaere 
ITW. oppression had so long ruled, to recover in an instant from 

the convulsive shock. But to the determined soul all obsta- 
cles yield, and discotiragements are but stepping stones to 
higher achieTemeatcu 
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INDEPENDENCE DECLAEED. 

The evacuation of Boston by the British troops transferred CHAP, 
the tlieatrc of war from Mik<sachusctts to New York ; and 
thenceforth the revolution, no longer confined to the limits 17T8» 
of a single colony, became a national affair. The thir- 
teen united colonies had preyioosly pledged themselves to 
BDStain it as the cause of the country, nnder the conviction 
tiiat it was a oommon cause. No longer, therefore, could tar- 
diness be tolerated ; and preparations for geneiral hostiHties 
were prosecated with vigor. The question of independence, 
too, came up ibr discussion ; and, as it admitted of little doubt 
that the intentions of Great Britain were to pusli nuittcra to 
extremities, and as all ho[>e:< of reconciliation had been re- 
luctantly abandoned, there remained but one course for the 
Americans to take — they must proceed immediately to declare 
their independence. " With respect to myself," wrote Wash* 
ington to Reed, *'I haye neyer entertained an idea of ann^io. 
accommodation since I heard of the measures whidi were 
adopted in consequence of the Bunker's Hill 6ght The 
king's speech has oonfirmed the sen^ments I entertained upon 
the news of that allair; and if every man was of my mind, the 
ministers of Great Britain should know in a few words u|>()n 
what issue the cause should be put. 1 would not be deceived 
by artful declarations or specious pretences ; nor would I be 
amused by unmeaning propositions ; but in open, undisguised, 
and manly terms proclaim our wrongs, and our resolution to 
be redressed. I would tell them that we had borne much ; 
that we had long and ardently sought for reconciliation upon 
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CHAP, honorable teriDB; that it had been denied us; that all car 
attempts after peace had proved abortive, and bad beeo. 
1779b groBsIj misrepresented ; that we had done every thing which 
ooold be expected from the best of subjects ; that the s^nrit of 
freedom beats too high in ns to snbmit to slavery ; and that, 
if notliing else would satisfy a tyrant and his diabolical min- 
istry, we were determined to shake off all coniii i tions with a 
state so unjust and unnatural. Tliis I would tell them — not 
under cover, but in words aa clear as the sun in its meridian 
brightness."^ 

The sentiments thns ezpreesed were extensively corrent ; 
and by many zealons patriots a declaration of independence 
was urgently counselled. Permit me," wrote Greene, at the 
Jm. 4» opening of the new year, to recommend, from the sincerity of 

my heart, ready at all times to bleed in my country's cause, a 
declaration of independence, and call upon the world, and the 
great God who governs it, to witness the necu.^.-ily, propriety, 
and rectitude thereof." * " Shall we never," wrote Moylan 
to Joseph Reed, " leave off debating, and boldly declare inde- 
pendence 7 That, and that only, will make ns act with spirit 
and vigor. The bulk of the people will not be against it ; 
but the few and tinud always will." * General Charles Lee 
SI also wrote to the same person, "Reconciliation and rennion 
with Great Britain is now as much of a chinu ra us incorpo- 
ration with the people of Tibet."* Reed hini:?eir likewise 
]fv.s. wrote to Pettit, look upon separation from the mother 

' Sparlu's WashiiigU^n, iiL 286 j nite action. Bivsrtt, Hwt Eng. L 

Reed'n Reed, i IMl Gordon, Am. 469, Phibd. 1K22, like^«isc mi^takei 

Kcv. ii. 13, represents Washington aa the views of Washington in su]>ii()sing 

holding ditferent sentiment^ and saj's that he was " iar from approving of 

he had **iio wiA that the Cbngrew an entire dinohition of the oonneo- 

ahould declare the colonies indopend- tion " with Great Bntain. Comp. on 

ent." But this statement needs qual- this subject Sparks'^ Life of Washing 

ifiestioii, and should be underatood of ton, I 116, md N. A. Rev. for OSL 

hkwws at an earlier date, when, it 365. 

k admitted, he, like others, cherished ' FrothfaM^iam's Si^ 284. 

tiie hope of reooodfiatfon. But he * Reod'a Iceed, i 100. 

had now abandoned that hojje, and * Beed^ Reed, L 16L 
taken ground in &vor of more defi- 



Digitized by Google 



THOKAB FADTB'B "OOMMOV SBNBB." 



89 



country as a certain erent, though we are not yet so familiar- chap. 
iied to the idea as thoroughly to approve it'' ' And, even at 
an earlier date, JeflTerson wrote to John Bandolph, " Believe 

me, dear sir, there is not in the British empire a man who 
more cordially loves a union with (Ireat Britain than I do. 
But, by the God that made me, I will cease to exist before 1 
yield to a connection on such terms as tho British Parliament 
proposes ; and in this I think I speak the sentiments of Amer- 
ica. We want neither inducement nor power to declare and 
assert a separation. It is will alone that is wanting ; and 
that is growing apace, nnder the fostering hand of onr king."* 
While matters were in this state, Thomas Paine issued his 
pamplilet entitled " Common Sense," in which the (juestion of 
independence was boldly discussed ; and the eirect it {»roducod 
was really marvellous. " Nothing," says Gordon, " could have 
been better timed than this performance. In nnison with 
the sentiments and feeliags of the people, it has prodooed 
most astonishing effects, and been received with vast applause ; 
read by every Am^can ; and recommended as a work replete 
with ti uth, and against which none but the partial and preju- 
diced can form any o))jections. It has satisfied iiiultitudes 
that it is tljcir true interest immediately to cut the (iordian 
knot by which the American colonies iiave been bound to 
Great Britain, and to open their commeroe^ as an independent 
people, to all the nations of the world. It has been greatly 
instrumental in produdng a similarity of sentiment through 
the continent upon the subject nnder the consideration of 
Congress."^ Washington also wrote, "A few more of such -^77J. 
flaming arguments as were exliibited at Falmoutli and \orfblk, 
added to the sound doctrine and unanswerable rca.soning con- 



tained in the pamphlet ' Common Sense,' will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide upon the propriety of a separation."^ 



« Reed's Reed. L 104, nnto. 
• Jefferson's Works, L 203. 
« An. Be¥. iL 78. 




* Reed's RcikI, i. 14S. Sop also 
Ramsay's Am. Kev. i. 636, and 
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CHAP. No definite action, bowever, bad as yet been taken by Con- 
^^JJJ^ gross on tliis subject ; nor were all the members prepared for 
1776. 80 iiiii)()rhint a step.^ Indeed, the dis^similar origin and inter- 
ests of the colonists, with tiie peculiarities of their government, 
their institutions, and their temperament, the variety of their 
religious opinions, and tbe rarity of their interoonrse with each 
other, were formidable obstades to perfect concert of action ; 
and there were many, besides, whose personal interests and 
political prejudices were so deeply inTolved that the idea of an 
entire renunciation of allogiunco to KiiLilaiid wa^ viewed by 
tlicui with aversion ; and th^.-^e cautious statesmen, likecoastwiso 
navi<,'atoi s fearful of advcntuiiug to a distance from land, urged 
that it would be unwise and impolitic to proceed to extrenur 
ties without first providing additional safi^guards for the pro- 
tection of their liberties ; and even then, they argued, it wonld 
be better to refirain from severing the ties whidi had boond 
them to the mother country until fully assured that they could 
do so with safety, and with a reasonable prospect of ultimate 
success.^ 

The history of the separation of the colonies from Great 
Britaud is replete with peculiar interest and instruction ; and, 

John Adams entertained a les« exalte entitled •'The True Interest of Amei^ 

ed opinion of this pamphlet; and ica impartially stated, in Certaia 

while he admits that ii prolwhly Strictures on a Pamphlet entitled 

converted some to the diM'trine of in- Common Sense," \v;is also printed in 

dependence," he adds, " these would I'hiiadi iphia in llie same year, 

all have foUowe<l Congress with zeal ; * Early in January, 1776, a motion 

and, on the other hand, it cxeited vns made in (^onjyress to the effect 

many writers imuiust it, particularly that, " whereas we have heen charged 

• Plam Truth,' who contnouted very with aimim^ at independency, a com- 

largely to fortify and inflame the jxir- mittee shall he appointed to explain 

ty against independence, and finally to the people at large the pnuciples 

loit us die Alhnu, Pennii, and many and grounds of <nir oppontHm," fte. ; 

other persons of weij^ht in tlie com- hut tis some alarm was occasioned by 

munit}'.'' Autobioff. in Works, iL QOH. this motion, the matter was postponed 

See abo "The Lue and Ouiaoter of ibr ftiture conaderation. Jour. Omt. 

Thomas Paine," in N. A. Rev. fbr Cone.; Corresp. of J. Adams, in 

July, 1843. " Plain Truth " was print- WorLs, ix. 372 1 Gordon's Am. Rer. 

ed at Philadelphia, in 1776, in a jxim- ii. 13. 

phlet of 84 papes, including the re- * Corresp. of J. Adams, in Works, 

iparks of Kationalis " and " Cato to X. 283 ; Austin's Life of E. Qeiay,im 

the People." A pamphlet oi 72 pages, 169 ; Bradford, iL au, Jl. 
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as it was the culminating point in our national career, it merits chap. 
in this place an extended discaanon. The part taken by Ma» ^JH^ 
Bachueetts in effecting this separation has never been thor- 1771 
ought J understood ; nor has fhll justice been done to the noUe 
men who represented this province in the national councils— 
who were sti^atized at the time as " desperate adventurers/' 
"bankrupts, attorneys, and men of desporato fortunes." ' The 
idea of in<lei»endenee had for years lieen familiar to their 
minds ; and, U)th in public and in private, they had often and 
warmly spoken in its £ftvor.^ Nor is it surprising tliat thqr 
were convinced of the necessity of this measure. The ven- 
geance of the ministry had been aimed chiefly at Maasadm* 
setts ; it was here that the struggle for freedom commenced ; 
and thus far, the movements of the war, with but very hw 
exceptions, had been confined to these limits. The people of 
tiie north, likewise, who were of the Puritan Ftock, and who 
inlieritod tlje sturdy spirit of their ancestors, were more jealous 
of their liberties than their brethren in other parts. They 
had beou trained to investigate constitutional principles ; they 



* Ix>tter of Rt'v. J. BucW", in Gray- 
don's M( ms. 43'J, Foroo's Am. Ar- 
chives, i. 1216, and SparkH's Corre^p. 
of the Ucv. I 452. See abo Auto- 
biojj. of J. .VdanTi. in AVorks, ii. .'iTi. 
** Mr. Cu&hiiig vms a huraik-H-, kind 
of a man, but ])oor, and vrholly de- 
pendent on liis j>opnlarity for his sul>- 
BBtence. Mr. bamuel Adams was a 
very artfbl, dem|piiiig nan, but de»> 
perately poor, and wholly do|.endent 
on hiM puuutirity with the lowest vul- 
mr for hw litinp. John Adanw and 
Mr. Piiine were two young lawyers, 
of uo great talents, reputatioo, or 
wei<]rht, who had no other meiaa of 
ra:^::v themselves into conscquanoe 
than by courting popularitv." 

* Com p. GoraonV Am. K«t. iL 13. 
•* Munv of the principal gentlemen in 
the \fa««HachuRett« nave lonf» been 
uij^ing their dcle^itcM at Con^>88 to 
fanng tmmtd mdcpendanqr— the 



more so from a porauasion that re- 
sistiincp unto hloml hanng lieen made 
aifainst the govenmiental measures, 
the British Kpirit will never be quieted 
with anv thinj; short of those conccs- 
HiuiuH and satisfactions which Ameri> 
cans never make." The view* of 
S.irntK 1 Adams, one of the earliest 
and most zealous advocates of inde> 
penitenoe, are irell known. Theviem 
of J. Adams may be gathered from 
his Dian', in Works, iL 411-413^ and 
from bu mtercepted letten, vn the 

Bost<»n Gazette for Jan. 1, 1776, ap- 
proved by Iteed in Iuh letter of Aug. 
21, 1776, to Thomas Bradford, m 
Reed's Heed, L 118. For the viewi 
of Jo8e])h Hawley and Klbridge Ger- 
rv. see Austin's Life of Gerr> , L 161, 
164. 174, 176. Articles in favor of 
independence were pnhli'-hc'd in the 
Boston Giizette for April lo uud 29, 
1778. 
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CHAP, were sensitiye to every encroadiraent vptm their rights ; and 
the painful experience throagh which they had passed, the 
im intellectual battles they had fought with the advisers of the 
king, the physical resistance into which they had been forced, 

the sufferings they had endured, the stimulus wliich liad been 
given to tlieir resentment'? and animosities, tlie feelings of 
vounded pride wliicli had been enorendered, and the eonscioufl- 
ziess that tliey were acting not only for themselves, but for 
those who should come after them, in opposing the polity 
their mi^ided sovereign, — all these had prepared them to 
look at things differently from many of their contemporaries, 
and to feel that nothing bhort of actual independence conid 
deliver them fW>m flie evils to which they had been subjected, 
which aflectcd as well the prosperity of the whole country as 
of the ]»articular part which had hitherto sulfered most.* 

At tiic south a diflfcrent spirit prevailed ; and not only in 
Pennsylvania,^ the home of the Quakers, but " in all the Mid- 
dle and Southern States," the **idea of independence " was, for 
a long time^ as " unpalatable as the stamp act itselfL" ' In Yir^ 

* It should be borne in mind, in ^bvola, see Reed's Heedt >> 1^1 

readini^Mlu se stateracnt."*. thsit the idea seq., and Si^rks's Corresp. of the 

of iiKlt-jK-ndt iicc wiis forced ujmjii the Rev, u 163, " Notwithstanding," 

statesmen of MassachuMtt.s. Hence sajs Reed, "the act of Parliament for 

Presidrnt Hancock, in a letter to CJnv- seizing our property, and a thousand 

emor Trumbull, of Connecticut, Ajtiil other proofs of a bitter and irrecon- 

80, 1776, m Trambiill MS. I>etter cilable Kpirit, there is a strange nK 

Pook h. 17, ver)' truly says, "The luctancc in the minds of many to cut 

unprc|jared state of the colonies on tlic knot i^hich ties us to Great Rht- 

tiie ctmnnenoemeiit of the war, and ain, partiedarly b thk odonv and to 

the almost total want of evi ry thhv^ the southward." Thomas Mlvean, 

necessary to carry it on, are the true however, Letter to J. Adama, Sept. 

eonrce* from trhenee all our difficul- 28, 1813, in Adami^ Woritt, x. TS- 

ties l)a\ e proceeded- This fact, how- 7o, while he admits that " a large ma- 

ever, turmshes a meet striking proof jority of the representatives and ci^il 

of the weaknen or wickedness of officers ** were in the op))osition, 

those \\ ho charge them with an ori- doubtn whether the people, as a whole^ 

mnal intention of withdrawing from svmi)athize<l with them in their views. 

Uie government of Great l>ritam,and The Quixkers, he *«ays, were tiie most 

erei tin:: 111 independent empire. Had violent "They gave great trouble 

such a M heme heen formed, the most to the whiffs, l)ut were kept under by 

warlike i^reiwrntions would then have fear, well a.s i)y suj)erior numbers, 
been necessary to effect it." ' J. Adams'n Autobiog. in Woiriu^ 

' On the alate of affiun ia Pennr iL612,iiot«. **l«nieiceedingIyMi»* 
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gmia, espeoiaUy, notwithstandiiig there were honorable ezoep- chap. 
tioDB to tbe lemark, and a magnanimooa spirit prevailed among 
the intelligent, the inhabitants, as a body, were exceedingly im, 
"prond of their andent dominion," and "thonj^tthey had a 
ri^ht to take the lead ; " and the Sonthem and Middle States 
were too much disposed to yield it to them." ^ Besides, the 

prised," wrote \Va-shin<;lon to Reed, instructed their dolepitcs to oppose 

April 16, 1776, in Sparks's Washiiii;- tlie onestion of indi-jiondencei but 

ton, iiL 357, and Reed's Reed, i. 1H9, Mr. L'hiisc, who fiivored the measure, 

to hear of the diviMons and parties on his return home, procured coun^ 

which prevail with you, and m the inHtruetiooa to the members, by whicQ 

southern colonies. These are the they were induced to change their 

shelves we have to avoid, or our bark vote ; and on the 28th of June he 

iriU sj^t end tumble to pieees. Here wroteftomAiinapoKR,''Ieinthitiino> 

lies our <jreat danger, and I almost ment from tlie Jiouso, to procure an 

tremble when I think of this rock, express to follow the post with aa 

VTotiunj^ but disunion esn hurt our wiMTriinous vote of our convention fiir 

cnu-<e. This will ruin it, if great i)ni- independence." Gordon's Am. Rev, 

dence, temper, and modention are ii. 87 ; Audrews's Am. Bev. iL 209 { 

not mixed in our counsels.* For the Hildreth's U. S. iiL 136. «The North 

position of New York, see Adims's Carolinians," Bays Gordon, Am. Rev. 

Works, ii. 347, and ix. 407, 411 ; il 7H, "were at one time violent 

Simrks's Life of Gouvemeur Morris, against a separation from Great Brit- 

L 37, 90, 109-112. "New York," am; a delegate in their convenlioa 

wrote J. Adim;=^, June '22, 1776, "is mentioning independenee, tlie rry was, 

likely to have the honor of being the ' Treason ! treason ! ' and he wa.s culled 

very b->t of all in imbibing the gen- loonier." This colony, however, soon 

nine principles and the true system of changed its course, and was one of the 

American policy. jPerhiips she will first to vote for independence. See 

oerer entertain them at alL" Hie Anther on. South CarolinR was Bke> 

Assembly of New Jersey, in Novem- wi^c nnposed to the declaration of in- 

ber, l77o, instructed their delegates depenclence; nor yms it until the last 

to op])OHe any proposition aimmg at moment that the delegates ftom that 

indejx'udence ; nor was it until after colon)' consented to cast their votes 

the subject bad been for some time in its favor. Jefferson's Works, L 18* 

under mseinsion In Congress that she * Note to Autohiog. of J. Adams, 

changed her views. Mulford's New in Works, ii, 512,513. That Virginia 

Jersey, 409, 410. For the position was at first opjwsed to inde))endence 

of Delaware, see Letter of T. Mlwean is evident from the letter ot Reed to 

to J. Adiuns, Nov. 15, 1813, in Ad» Washin^^ton, March 15, 1776, in 

ams's AVorks. x. 80-82. "A major- Reed's Heed, i, 173. " It is said the 

ity of this state were unquestionably Virginians are so alarmed with the 

•gainst the independence of America; idea of independency that thejr have 

hut the most sensible of the Episco- sent Mr. Rrnxton on pur^>ose to turn 

paliam, the Baptists and Quakers, and the vote of that colony, if any que»- 

the Fiesb>'terians, with very few ex- tion on that subject should oome b^ 

cej)tions, prevailed against them, as fore C'orif^ress." Washinfrton also 

thev believed they would be overj[X)w- wrote to Keed, April 1, 1776, in 

crra, with the help of the oHier col- Seed's Reed, L 180, " My country^ 

onies, if they resisted." The Mar}'- men, I know, from their form nf i^ov- 

laud oonvendon, in December, 1776, eniment,and steady attachment here- 



Digitized by Google 



M 8TATB OF FEEUNQ AT THB 80UTH. 

CHAP, pressure of the war liad boon Ic^s seriously felt at the south 
than at the north ; the habits of the people were strikingly 
17911 diflferent ; their mannere and cnstomB were likewise peculiar ; 
tiieir commercial relations were much less extcnsiye; they 
were "jealous of the repnblicai^ spirit" of New England; 
tiieir political principles were aristocratic; the tendency of 
their past history Iiad been to foster their attachment to mo- 
narcliical institution?: the stain of shivorv was braiKh'd (hcplv 
into tlieir internal poliey ; and the eurrent of their tiioughlj«, 
and the maxims which prevailed among them, had generated 
less of that sensitiveness to external oppression which was felt 
by the descendants of the Puritan exiles^ who were reluctant 
to compromise tmfh for peace.^ 

On this ground, and on this only, can the phenomena of 
tiie revolution be satisfactorily explained ; and to conceal 
the fact that local prejudices existed at the time, which 
powerfully afl'ected the nioveincnts of parties, and whose influ- 
ence has widened and reached onward to our own davs, 
would be to preclude the possilulity of penctratinj- their 
movements, and to veil their conduct in perpetual obscurity.^ 

tofore to royalty, will come reluctant" can it be nud tiiat they had made up 

ly into the ulea of independency, but their minds in its divor." 
tune and jjersecutioa bring majof * Gordon's Am. llev. ii. 91. In 
wonderfid thinj^s to jkum* ; and by pn- fte rc?S]>ect« alluded to in the text, 
Vrte letters whiih I have received fiwm there was a close p<jlitical sympathy 
Virjrinia, I tind 'Common Sense* is between New York and tlie smith, vi'- 
making a wonderful chanjje in the ible fn)ni the outset of the liitficuiijes 
mindaof many men." Jeiferson.also, with the mother country-. Comp. 
Notes on Virf^'nia, 177, ed. IHOI, says UUdreth's U. S. 2d Series i. li\ 
that, in April, 1776, the legi«lat^»rs of * *' This conversation," says Jolm 
Vir^^inui (lid not thit^L of independence. Adams nlludinLr t<j one held vnth tite 
" Indej)! luh iice, and the esta!)li>hment delegates from Con<jress, "and the 
of a new form of government, were j)rinci|jle8, facta, and motives suggest- 
not even yet the ob^eets of the people cd in it, hare given a color, complex* 
at larjre. One extract from the pam- ion, and character to the whole pnliey 
phlet called Common Sense had ai>- of the United UtAlea ftom that day to 
peared m the Virginia ]ya]im in Fen- this. Without it, Mr. Washington 
ruarj', and copies of the pamphlet it- would never have commanded ourar- 
•elf had got into a few hanus. But mies ; nor Mr. Jeli'crKon have been the 
the idea bad not been opened to tlie audior of the Beehration of Inde- 
maai of the people in Apnl, mooh lees pendenoe} nor Mr. lUefaard Heniy 
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Let it not be inferred, howerer, that the spirit of liberty chap. 
was extinct at the south, and that none of her statesmen had 

sympathy with the north. On tlic contrary, it is cliocrfully 1776. 
acknuwltMlgod that there was an cnli^Hitened c:la?;s wlio had 
broken loose from conventional restraints, and risen above the 
peeoliariUes of their position. Lee, and Heniy, and Wjthe^ 
of Virginia, Gadsden, of Sonth Carolina, and Chase, of Mary- 
land, with the Bntledges, and Lynch, and Jefferson, and others, 
shonld be ranked in this class ; ^ and even of those who were 
for moderate counsels, and wlio di-precated the supposed pre- 
cipitancy of tlieir associated, many were open to argument and 
conviction, and jieided their preferences for the general good. 
Still, fiicts must be. stated exactlj as thej stand ; and if there 
is occasion to regret that differences shonld have existed, and 
that difficoUies shonld have arisen, there is occasion to rejoice 
that a conriliutoi-y spirit adjusted tliese difTerences and sur- 
mounted these dilliculties, so that, in the end, what was done 
was done harmoniously ; and concert of action was essentially 
promoted by the willingness to concede, so &r as was practi- 
cable, all that was local in fayor of the general intmsts of 
the oonntry. It will be understood, also, that it is not de- 
8i«nied to reflect upon the patriotism of those whose caution 
led them to dread all nu'asures tending; to a Fcparation from 
Great Britain, and who sufi'ered doubts and fears to triumph 
over hope ; " for, when the die was cast, and a return was 
impossible, even the prudent acquiesced cheerfully in the 
necessary, measures for the public defence, and sacrificed read- 
ily their lives and fortunes for the liberties of America. A 
distinction should l)e made — and it is a broad one — between 
tories, who were hostile to liberty, and patriots, who differed 
only as to the best mode of securing it.' 

J.eo the mover of it ; nor Mr. Chane Autobiog. in Works, iL 51. 

the mover of forcifrn eonneedanB. V ' AutoMof^. of J. AdBini,inWaik% 

I have ever had cause to repent any ii. 408, 409, 0O6 ; I^'s hts, L 168 1 

part of this j)olicy,that rr])P!itaiire has Wirt's Patriok II<Miry, 

been, and ever will be, unavailing." ' Auauu'6 JLilu of Ueny, i. 194, 19& 
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CHAP. The transfer of tlie theatre of war from the north to the 

,J^b^ south occurred at the most favorable juncture to forward the 
im. TiewB of the north with reference to independence. While 
MassadiasettB alone was ''the suffering Btate," and British 
fleets and armies threatened only the safely of the peninsula 
of Boston, the other states could not be expected to enter so 
deeply into the question as to the fate which awaited them ; 
but when New York was threatencxi, and Charleston, in South 
Carolina, and no one knew how soon tlie whole coast might 
be invested, the question. What will come next? assumed a 
quite different aspect, and pressed itself closely upon the a^ 
tention of alL^ Henoe, early in May, after John Adams bad 
fimitleesly labored for months to accomplish the same olject,* 

Xigr Ul a committee was appointed to prepare a resolution recom- 
mending to the people of the states to institute gOTemments ; 
and this committee, of which Mr. Adams was one, draughted 
and reported a resolve, whicli, though opposed as "a ma- 

liay 16. chine to fabricate inde|)endence," eventually passed, and " was 
considered on all hands, by men of understanding, as equivi^ 
lent to a declaration of independence, though a formal deo> 
laration of it was still opposed by Mr. Dickinson and his 
party."* 



* **ItbasliftpfpRiedMlezpeeled,'' 

wrote Kood to Wa^ihin^i^on, March 
23, 1776, in Keed's lleed, L 175, 
** that many vrho were impatient to 
have Howe dni\>-n from Boflton, are 
BOW alarmed with the apprehension 
of the neat of war bt-ing removed to 
tlie middle colonieR." 

* Aiitohiojj. in Works, ii. 506. 
** Tliese, and such as these, were ray 
oonttant and daily topics, sometimes of 
reasoning', and. no doiiht, often of decla- 
mation, Irom tlie meeting of Congress, 
in the autumn of 177fi, through the 
vhole winter and spring of 1776." 
8ee also Corresp. in Works, is. 391, 
401, Worics, m. 44-46. 

* Autobiog. of J. Adams, in Works, 
iL 610} Jour. ConU Cong. ii. 168, 



166; Ooidon^ Am. Rer. fi. 76, 76 1 

Almon's Remembrancer, iii. 136 ; 
Stedman's Am. War, L 168; Mar> 
ahall'ii Washington, ii. 403; Curtis's 
Hist, of the CVmst, i. 39. It should 
be ohsened, however, that several of 
the colonies, imitating the example 
set by Ma.>v>iachiiMtta in 1775, had ap- 
plied to Congress for ad\ice respecting 
tlie form of government it was expe- 
dient for them to adopt ; and it was 
recommended to them to call a " ftlU 
and free representation of the people," 
and if, upon oanraltation, it riundd 
seem necevsarv, to est.dilish a snita- 
ble form of govcnmicnt " during the 
mamtenanee of the present dispute." 
New Hampshire, (Novembers, 1776,) 
South Carolina, (November i^aad 
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This, however, was but one point gained, though a point of chap. 
mme importance. For the principal obstacle in the way of 
SQOcesB, hitherto, had originated from the insecure tenures of im 
liberty, and the hesitancy on the part of some of the proyinces 
to assome into thdr own hands the conduct of their affairs. 
Massachusetts had for nearly a year acted independently of 
the officers of tlie crown ; but in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, 
the autiiority of the royal L^ovcrnors was Htill admitted, and 
in but few of the states had it been wholly repudiated.' The 
course taken by Massachusetts admitted of no mistake ; for 
the General Court, at their seseaon in April, passed a resolve April h 
to alter the style of writs and other 1^1 processes — snbsti- 
tuting "the people and government of Massachusetts" for 
(George III. ; and, in dating official papers, the particular 
year of the kin? was omitted, and only the year of our Lord 
was meutiouud.=^ Karly in May, likewise, au order was passed May lo 

Yiiginia, (December 4,) reciivid such the crown of Great Britain in the 
■diwe,aiul |in> pared to act u])on it— United Colonies. Upon this, a con- 
the first colony in Janmry. tlie HC-cond vcntifm of tlu- pf>o],>k> was called. May 
in March, and the third in May, 177G. 2U, at which Bayard and iioberdeau 
Jonr. Oont Gong. L 215, 219, 260 ; were mrticularly active in intimatinff 
J. AdnsM's Corresj). in Works, ix. thi'ir belief that the Assembly had 
372 ; Gordon's Am. Itcv. iL 13 ; been dragged into a compliance v^ith 
Anstin'n Ijfe of Oerry, L 99, 178 ; most of the resolutions of Congress, 
Hildreth's U.S. iiL \2o, 127, 129; from fear of u provincial convention | 
C»irtis\ Hist, of the Const, i. <iV>. The hvncc the deputies reversed their for- 
manipuvre by wliich the j)eoi)lt' of mtr di*clsion, and expressed, June 24, 
New York were led to act favorably their willingneKs to cmne into a vote 
Upon this qucstinn is detailed by Gor- of Congress doclirin^ tlu- United Col- 
don, Am. Kev. ii. 74, 7a. See also onies free and independent states. 
Cbrresp. of J. Adamt, in Wofka, ix. Gordon s Am. Kev. li. HQ f Reed's 
407. Koed, i. 1.').*). especially the extract 
^ On the 9th of November, 1775, from the Moiris MSS. in ibid, note; 
tiw AMembly of PcnmyMa in- Hadratfa's U. S. HL 18d; BoMtonOas. 
•itructed their delegates to "dissent for April 15 and July 1, 1776; Aus- 
from and utterlv reject any uropotd- tin's Lilie of Gerry, L 193 ; Niles'a 
tiottt, dioald aucn he made, that may Principles ai^ Acts of the Kev. 253. 
ciiise or lead to a sejiaration from our * Jour, llor.se of Jiep. for 1770; 
mother country, or a change in tlie Bradford, ii. 106. llildreth, I list. U. 
form of this government ; and, in S. iii. 127, says New Hampshire set 
Mmy, 1776, the Assembly witbdiew the first example of assumption of 
fitom its union with Congress in con- government in Januarj-, 1776; but 
Sequence of insnructions to Uieir dele- tie overluoLs the fact tliut Massachn- 
gatBs upon tiie rei«olve of May 1 5, for setts had alrcadf taken dto same step. 
auppre.ssing all authority derived from 
VOL. lU. 7 
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98 VOTE OF THE TOWNS IN FAYOB OF INDEPENDENCE. 

CHAP, and pul)lis]ied, by which the people of the several towns in the 

,^^^1^ province were advised to give instructions to their respectlTe 
1778. repneentatiTes, to be chosen for the following political year, 
on the Bobject of independeiice.^ It is not eontended that this 
was tbe first instance in which sodh a propodtion was pnblicly 

Apr. 21 made ; tor NorlJi Carolina had, two weeks before, anthorized 
her delegates to join with the other colonies in declaring 

My^6 independence ; and Rhode Island and Connecticut had indi- 
cated their inclination by dispensing with the oath of alle- 

Jnn. 14. giance to the king, though a mouth elapsed before the Con- 
necticat AssemUy instmcted their delates to Yote for in* 
d^ndenoe.* 

The returns fhnn the towns of If asaachnsetts were highly 
enconraging, and in nearly every instance the instructions to 
their representatives were &vorable to an explicit declaration 

of independence.* Bat, while this question was pending here, 
June, three great measures were brought before Congress, and three 
committees were appointed — the first for preparing a decla- 
ration of independence, the second for reporting a plan of a 
treaty to be proposed to France, and the third to digest a 
sjrstem of articles of confederation to be proposed to the 
states.^ The conunittee on the declaration of independence 
consisted of Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, John Adams, of 
Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin, of Pennsylvania, Roger 
Sherman, of Connecticut, and Robert R. Livingston, of New 
York.* The comniittoc to dniuglit a treaty with France con- 
sisted of John Dickinson, of Fennsyivania, John Adams, of 



' Boston Gazette IbrMay 13, 1776 ; 
Jour. House of Rep. for 1776; Al- 
mon's Remembrancer, iii. 136, 232; 
Bradford, iL 104. 

• Tnimbnll MS. v. 209, 210 ; 
Sixarksh Coitosm. of the Hev. L 192, 
199 1 Austin's Life of Gem , i. 178, 
181. 193, 194 1 Uildrath's U. & iiL 
lai, 132. 

* SMthepublidiedhutanMflrtiw 



different towns, and comp. Jour. H. 
of R for 1776, and AusUa'a Life of 
Gerry, L 182, 186. 

* Autobiog.of J. AdlMM,in Woi4w, 
ii. 510; Spaika'aGom^of theBer. 
i. 221. 

* Jour. Cont, Cong. ii. 197 ; .\uto- 
biof;. of J. Adams, in Works, ii. dlO| 
611 i Gordon's Am. Rev. iL 78. 
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Haasadinsetts, Benjamin Harrison, of Yirginia, and Robert chap. 
Ubiris, of PeonsjlTania ; > and the oommittee on tbe articles 
of confederatioit oombted of Joeiah Bartlett, of New Hamp- im. 
shire, Saomel Adams, of MassachnsettB, Stephen Hopkins, of 

Rhode Island, Roger Sherman, of Connecticut, Robert R. 
Livingston, of New York, John Dickinson, of Pennsylvania, 
Thomas M'Kean, of Delaware, Thomas Stone, of Maryland, 
Thomas Nelson, of Virginia, Joseph Hewea, of North Caro- 
lina, Edward Kutlcdge, of South Carolina, and Button Gwin- 
nett, of Georgia.' 

Without doubt, the unanimity which now b^gan to prerail 
was partly promoted bj the action of Parliament in passing ^JJ^^ 
the bill interdicting all trade and intercourse with the ^ir- 
tecn United Colonies, and declaring the property of Ameri- 
cans, whctlicr in ships or goods, on the high soas or in harbor, 
" to be forfeited to the captors, being the officers and crews 
of bis majesty's ships of war," and that " the masters, crews, 
and other persons found on board captured American Tessels^ 
should be entered on bocu^ his migestj's Tcssels of war, and 
there considered to be in his migesty's service, to all intents 
and purposes as If thcty had entered of their own accord.'^* 

' Jour. Cont Cong. ii. | Oordon's posed; and in July, 1775, Dr. Frank- 
Am. Rrv. ii. 78; Autobiog; of J* Adr lin rejxjrU'd a sketch, which was de- 
ams, in Works, ii. 516. bated in Congres.s, and wliich formed 

* Jour. Cont. Cong. IL 197, 198} the leading features of the articleB 

J. Adums'8 Works, ii. 492, note. To allcrwards adopted. ImpartiiU Hist, 

this committee Francis Hopkinson of the War, App. 18-20 ; Diplomacy 

wadded June 28} and a report, bi of the U. 8. S t Austin^ Life of Gef>> 

a dwught of twenty articles, \ras madf ry, i. 249. An article entitled "Pro- 

Jiiljr 12f debated, and laid over from uosals for a Confederation of the 

liniato time until November 15, 1777, ITnited Gokmiet 'wm aho pubBdied in 

when, havin^r been reduced to thirteen, the Boston (lazotte for .Vpril 22, 1776. 

they were adopted, and sent to the ' liammy'H Am. Itev. i. 282, 283^ 

colonies for approval or rejection ; but The opposition to this bill in the 

the confederation was not fully estab- House of Commons was quite spirit- 

lished until March, 1781. Trumbull ed ; and, in particular, the ckuse by 

MS. Letter Book B, 146, 149; Jour, which persons taken on board tlic 

Cont. Cong. iiL 396, 401; Niles's Am«rian Tessels vera indiaeriminsie- 

Principles and .\cts of the Rev. 104 ly compelled to Hcn'e as common sail- 

et seq. ; Curtis's Hist, ot the Const, i. on in British ships of war was con- 

chap. V. On the 20th of May, 1775, demned as a " refinencnt of tjnattf 

•attkleaof eoofedentioa"trarapio> wane Ifaan death." 
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CHAP. This law .ii i ivcd iu the colonies about the time of the eyacaft* 
tion of Boston ; and the effects resulting from it were mA. 
1778. as had been predicted by its opposers. It " not only nnitod 
the oolonies in resisting Great Britain, but produced a farorar 
ble opinion of independence in the minds of thousands who 
previously reprobated that measure." From New Hampshire 
to Georgia it was "considered as a legal diwhar^re from their 
allegiance to their native sovenMixn." And wiiat was want- 
ing to produce a decided majority of the party for breaking 
o£f all connection with Hi- -at Britain was spfX'dily obtained 
ih>m the irritation excited by the hiring of foreign troops to 
fight against the colonists/' This measure was nearly coin- 
cident with the ratification of the prohibitory law just men- 
tioned ; and intelligence of both arrived in the colonies about 
the same time." ' ** We now know," wrote a citizen of emi- 
nence iu lMjiIa(lelj)hia to liis friend, who the conHlli^^iolu■r^ 
are, and tlieir nuinliers. viz. : Messrs. the Hessians, Brim-wick- 
ers, Waldeckers, English, Scotch, and Ii'ish. This gives the 
coup de grace to the British and American connection. It has 
already wrought wonders in this city. Conversions have 
been more rapid than under Mr. Whitcfield. The Pennsylvsr 
oia Farmer, Mr. Dickinson, told me yesterday, in the field, that 
his sentiments were changed ; he had been desirous of keep- 



' Impartial liisU of the War, 291, the propriety of employing fordsa 

292, tiutc ; Boston Oaxette for June trooiw a^nst 1h» Amerieam. Tm 

17, I77(i ; Gordons .\in. Kev. ii. JKi- mcasiux- wa.s supported on the L'^rouiids 
68 ; ItanisayV Am. Kev. i. 2Ho ; liis- of the oecesiaty of j}ro(iccuti»K the 
sett's llist. Eiig. i. 408 ; LiH>'s l.ee, var, and the impraetioaliility or nS»- 
i. 1U3; Corrusp. of J. AcLuns, in iuf? a sufficient number of doniehtlc 
Works, ix. .'}K:J ; Letter of Lord Stir- le\ie8. It w-as also urged ihut fur- 
ling, March 1 1, ll'iii, ill Suirks's Cor- eign troops, iiiKpired willi the military 
resp. of tlie Reir.L 172. The treaties maxims and ideas of implicit submis- 
vhich had been concluded with the sion, woultl be less n])t to be biased 
Landgrave ofllesse C'assel, the Duke bv that /(iIm /«hi'/i/ whicli native sol- 
of Brunswick, luid the hereditarj' diers nii^'ht iiulnl^a' at tlie expense of 
prince of Hesse CasM?!, for hiring the national interest." Lor the xivwn 
17,OOU of their troops to the King of of Lord Mahon on the empluymeut 
OmA Britain, were li^ before the of these troops, see his Uist. £qg; H 
Commons February- '2'.), 177G, and 86^87. 
g»ve rise to an inteireatiug debate on 
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Ing fhe door open as long as possible, and was now convinced chap. 
that nothing was expected from our enemies but slavery."* ^i^L. 

iDdoetl, iu tlie sessions of Parliament Ijetwcen the twertty- 1771. 
sixth of Octol)er, 1775, and the twenty-third of May, 177t>, to" * 
the "ultimate plan of reducing the colonies wa.-- coinjletely ' ifte.' 
fixed." The Americans were (loclnrcd to be out of the royal 
protection ; commerce was prohibited with them ; their per- 
sons and property were subjected to seizore ; and, to crown 
tiie whole, a band of foreign mercenaries was employed, by 
the authority of the English government) to effect their sub- 
jugation.' Is it surprising that such measures should have 
led to the conviction that the time for l)oldor r.ciion had 
come, an<l tliat, aV»andono<l hy their king, put out of his pro- 
tection, declared to be in a state of oi>on rrbcllion. and trouted 
as enemies, the political compact which had hitherto united 
them to Great Britain should have been considered as no 
longer binding, and the people as at liberty to take care of the 
r^uMk thatU tustamedno danutge ?^ 

But that which, more than all else, perhaps, confirmed them 
in the conviction that longer delay would be hazardous, if not 
suicidal, was the failure of the attempt of the Duke of Graf- 
ton to prevent the continuance of ho.-[iiiil<\s. Tiiis amiable Mar.l4w 
nobleman, who to the qualities of integrity, Mucerity, and 

* Gordon's Am. Rev. il 77. John than the oonvictioiis of hia own jud^ 

Adams, Diary in Works, iL 40B, inti- meat. 

nates that ^ the Qnakeit had intiim- * <* It ia thouprht," mys Ootdon, 

dated Mr. Dickinson's motlur and Am. Jtcv. ii. 43, " that a tmify with 
infe,who were cuntiuually distressing the court of I'elcrNburg, lor 20,000 
him with dieir Temonatmncea," and Rusnana, was at one umt, the last 
that his mother .Sc\id to him, " John- yoar, in conoid tiIiIo fonvardness, but 
w, TOu will be hanged} your estate that the extreme diytance oi' the scr- 
im oe forfeited and eonflaeated ; you the difficulty of reeall, and the 
will leave your excellent wife a widow, criticul state of j)iil)lic affairs thnnc'h 
and your charming children orphans, Europe rendered it abortive, atter the 
beggars, and infiunous." This may be moht sunguiue ho\ic& of aueoeaa." See 
true, yet it must be conceded that the also t^>ttata'a Corresp. of the Rev. i 
honesty of Mr. J )ickinson stands iinira- 1 26. 

peached ; nor due8 it seem very likely * ** A e quid dtit imenli rtspubUca 

that one of h» ability ahould have eapkiV* 
heen inftnenwid ia hiaoouiae by other 
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Sn DUKB OF OBAVTOV'S COHCILIATOBT PLAV. 



CHAP. inteUeotnal tUn^tf joined a merent regard for the liberties 
^iJJ^ of America, as well as for the honor and dignity of England, 
^1776.^ moved that an address should be presented to the tlirone, re- 
questing' that, in order to stop the further effusion of Idood, and 
to manifest the j^incere (h.'sire of king and Parliament to restore 
peace and redress grievances, a proclamation might be issued, 
dedaring tliat, if the colonies should present a petition to the 
commander-in-chief of his migesty's forces in America, or to 
the commissioners appointed for soch pnrposeSi setting forth 
what thej considered to be their jnst rights and real griev- 
ances, the king would consent to a suspension of arms, and 
refer their petition to Purl lament, where they might be confi- 
dent it would be duly considered and ans\vere<l. Hut this 
proposition, however well meant, was too unpalatable to the 
ministry to admit of its adoption. The reas(3uing of its 
friends was as water spilled on the ground ; and it was reject 
ed by a majority of throe to one.* 

This defeat diecked for a time all further attempts for ooor 
oiliatory measures.in either House of Parliament ; and thoqgh 
the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of London 
still continued their endeavors, in a decent ad«lress whicli they 
Mm.22. presented to his majesty, the answer was unfavorable;^ and 
the departure of Commodore Hotham in the Preston, with all 
tlie tranq[X>rt8,3 having on board the tirst division of Hessians, 
sent over to spread devastation in America, was too palpable 
a proof of the inflexibility of the ministry, and of their deter* 
mination at all hazards to carry out their schemes, to admit 

' Stedman's Am. War, L 164 ; unjustifiable resLstuncc to tlie consti- 

Gordons Am. Rev. S. A9| BiMCttfi tutional authority of this kingdom) 

Hist. Kn;;. i. 459. and I Hhall Ik- n-'uiv atid happy to al- 

' Tlxis address was published in the leviate those miKcries by acts of mer- 

BoftoD Oaiette for June 17« 1776, cy and clemency, vthentver that an* 

with the n'jily of the kint;, in wliich ihorihf is extabli.thrrl. and the now 

he says, 1 deplore, with the deepest exiMing rtbeUion it at an emt" 

eooeera, the miseries whteh • p««t ' L^ter of Jtme 26, 1776, in At* 

Txirt of my <;iibjccts in North America man^ Remembmnoer, uL 119. 
iiave brought t^pon lhan$eloe» by ta 
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of question on the part of those, if such there were, who still chap. 
fondly tru3ted in the clemency of the king, and who could not ..^i^L* 
persuade themaeives that all overtures, howerer reasonable, 1771 
would be peremptorily r^ted. Both the people of England 
and the people of America had much yet to leani relative to 
the persistency with which misgaided statesmen adhere to 
their schemes of oppression, and the delusion and blindness 
which Bconi to possess them when once tlicy have surrendered 
themselves to the dominion of their passions. The moral 
obstacles thus interposed in the way of an amicable adjustment 
of difficulties are often insuperable ; and when otherwise, can 
only be overoome fay a radical change in the springs of action, 
or by such overwhelmii^ calamities as cause even the most 
hardened to pause in theur career, and to tremble, when it is 
too late, at the fatal consequences of their own folly 

The question of the independence of the colonies was now 
discussed in all quarters more earnestly than ever ; and prep- 
arations were making, by the Assemblies of the different col- 
onies, not only to ascertain the views of the people, but the 
lengths to which they were willing to go, in case independence 
should be declared.* 



' Lord Oeoige Germaine to Ocn. 
Howe. March 2S and \]ml 27, 177G. 

' ''The voleii of the Coiu;re88," 
wrote J. Adams to H. Knox, ^me 8, 
1776. Corrc-sn. of J. Ad iniv, in Works, 
ix. 3b6, " auu the procecdiogii of the 
oolonies wporately, muHt, before duR 
time, have conviiici d you that this is 
the iense of America, with in&utely 
peBter unanimity than oould have 
Been credited bv many people a few 
monthn ago. "fhose few persons, in- 
deed, who have attended clcKiely to 
ihe prooeedingi ci the aeveral colo- 
nies for a number of years past, and 
xeflected deeply upon the causes of 
tins mighty conteHt, have foreseen that 
Ruch an unanimity would take place 
as soon as a separation should become 
neoMmiy. Tncie aie not at all lu^ 



prised, while many others really are, 
and snmo affect to be, astonished at 
the uhenomenon." Joseph Galloway, 
in hts examinatimi before die House 
of Commons, in 1779, ^a\r his views 
of the progress of indepcuduQce iu the 
following words : * I do not believe, 
from the lu'st knowledf^e I have of the 
state of America at tkit time, tliat one 
fifth of the people had independence 
in view. I wi^ih, when I give an opin- 
ion, always to give my reamns for it. 
The progress of the spirit of mde- 
pendence was very gradual So early 
as the year 1754, there were men in 
America — I may say, in the towns 
of Boston, New York, Philadelj>hia, 
and Williamsburg — who held inde- 
pendence in prosjiect, and who were 
detennined to seue any opportunity 
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OBAP. Virginia followed Massacliasetts in reoonmieiidiiig meuures 

" towards dissolving the connection between America, and 
1776. Great Britain totally, finally, and irrevocably: " ^ ami, on 
May 15. the same day that the resolve was passed by the (Jeneral Con- 
gread reconjnieuding to the people of the states to institute 
govemmentSi Mr. Gary, from the committee of the wholo 
Hoose on the state of the colony, reported a preamble and 
reeolntionSy which were nnanimonaly adopted, instmcting the 
delates from that colony in the Qeneral Congress ''to pro- 
pose to that respectable body to declare the United Colonies 
fSree and indept-ndeat states, aljsolvcd from all allegiance to, 
or dependence upon, the crown or Parliament of (Ireat Brit- 
ain j and that they give the assent of this colony to such dec- 

that offtTcd to promote it, by procur- held out to the people. And, for the 

ing additional penons to Uieir num- same reaiion, at the very time tliay 

her. 'I'hcM' men, when thv stamp act declared inik'iK'ndcncc, they gKTC out 

was passed, made a stalking horse, or that it was not with a new to a total 

leraeo, of the gentlemen of the kwin aepsmtion of the two eountriee, but 

ever)' part of Amenci to cover their from nercssity ; l>ecauRO, unless they 

dengns, and to sound the trumpet of declared independence, the ^wers of 

•ppoeHaon agatnrt government, but Europe would not trade with them, 

avowed that their conduct was on and they were in great distress for 

the g;round of obtaining a redress of want of u ^ent many forei^ necessa- 

American grievances, and not with a ries. So that, from all tlu'se circum- 

design to aqwiSte the two countries), stances, I am convinced th it not one 

Upon this ground, T am confideJit, the filth part of the jUMpie hul independ- 

Sjnllemen of the hiw acted. When eii< e in view." The Kx unination of 

le tea act \\ a^ ])us.->ed, they made the (ialloway was jtrinted at I>ondoo, in 

patnc Use of tin- merchants, who were 1779, in a ));iniiih!i't of -So jtaf^e^. 
smugglers m America, as they had * In8truclion> to li. C. Nichols and 

done «rf the lawyers before — buU de- W. Norvall, Enquireis in ^Virt 's I'at- 

claring that they meant not independ- rick Hcnr) , 2 10, 211. " Viri^nia," 

ence. So late as the sitting of Ck>n- wrote Eli>ridge Cierry to James War* 

gross m 1774, the same men, when rBii,May 1, 1776, **is always to be 

ch irgrd with it in ('oni,'re>-s, and whilst de|jendcd ujjon ; irid so tine ;i spirit 

tliey held it tenaciously and religious- pre>-aiis among tlicni, that uule8.H > ou 

ly in their hearts, they almost to a de- tend some of your cool patriots among 

gree of proCinity denied it w ith their tiiem, they may l)e for declirins; inde- 

ton^ucs. And all this was done on pendency before Congress is ready." 

their knowledge that the great bulk AusUn's Life of Gerrj-, L 19t*. It 

of the people of North .Vmerica were should be reincinliered, however, tJiat 

averse to mdei>endence. If wc look onlv a short linie hcfore a quite dif- 

ul the resolves of Con^^ress, down al- ferent spirit previiiled in that colony ; 

most to the vcr\ ] • ri (1 uf their dec- and the change was wrought chietly 

laration of independence, we shall liud by the eloquence of lienry, and Je^ 

the same language, tlic same pretence fersun, and Lee, and others, 
of obtatniug a zediew of gnevauoet^ 
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hration, and to whatever measures may be thoogbt propor chap. 
and necessary by tlie Congn*C83 for forming foreign alliance.^, 
and a oonfeiloration of the colonies, at such time, and in llie 1776. 
manner, as to them shall seem best." * Upon the passage of 
this resolve, Washington wrote, I am Tery glad to find that ibju 
the Yiiginia oonvention have passed so noble a Tote, and with 
80 madi unanimity. Things have come to such a pass now as 
to oonvince os that we hare nothing more to expect from the 
justice of Great Britain ; uImj, tliat t^hc ir^ capable of tlie most 
delusive urts ; for 1 am satistied that no commisi^ioners ever 
were designed, except Hessians and other foreigners, and that 
the idea was only to deceive and throw us off our guard. 
The first has been too effectually accomplished ; as many menh 
bers of Congress— in short, the representatives of whole 
provinces — are still feeding themselves upon the dainty food 
of reconciliation ; and, though they will nut allow that the 
expectation of it has any influence upon their judgment with 
respect to their preparations for defence, it is bat too obvious 
that it has an operation upon every part of their oondiibt, and 
is a dog to their proceedings."* 

The ice thus broken by the leading colony at the south, the 
other colouics hud less hesitaucy in following the example 

* Corresp. of J. A(Lim<, in TVorks, Uitions, which were " universally re- 
ix. 374, 3Hy ; Force's Am. Archives, earded as the only door which will 
▼L 1524 5 Sparks'n Corrcsp. of the lead to safety and prospcni y,*' " some 
Rev. i. 202; Lee's Lee, i. 168; Wirt's gentlemen/' wc are told, "made a 
Patrick liunry, 211, 213 ; Jed'efjion's lundsorae collection for the puriHisc 
Woikfk, L 12; AliiH»n*« Remembran- of treating the wldiery " the next any ; 
Oer* iii. 222 ; Nilcs's I'rincijiles and and durin;? the whole of tbiii cere- 
Acte of tile Kev. 2**1, 252 ; Hildreth's mony, the Umox Fl.\g of the Amer- 
U. S. iil 132. A proviso was attached ican States waved upon the Capitol, 
to these reaolutkni«» '* that the power the soldien partook of the refrcith* 
erf" fonnintr unvemment for, and the ments prepared for them In tlio afl'oc- 
regulatiuu ut, the iuu>mal concemi< of tion of their countrymen, and the 
«Btth ookmy, be left to the respective evemnit oonelnded with iUuminations 
coloiii.il 1 ltM 't'ircs ; " and thi.s doc- and other demoii'-tratioiiH of joy — 
tnne of islale ri;,'Jit>, thus ftuggested, every one seeming jjleased tluit the 
mat never lowt sight of by any of the domination of Great Britimi wa» now 
eolonies. at an end." Nile««'<( Principles and 

• Spar'cs's W i^liitiiTton, iii. 403. Acts of the Kev. 2d2. 
Upon the adupiioii of theite reso- 
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CHAP, which had been set. Some of theiUi indeed, were still averse 
to the idea of independence, and 80 remuned throughout the 
1776. diBcusnon upon the aulgect ; bat ezperienoe^ which proyes the 
best cooDsellor In snch caaeBf eventoaUy led to a change in 
their Tiews, and to greater unanimity in the national councils. 

In accordance with the instructions which had been given 
for that purpose, the preliminary motion relative to independ- 

Jue7> eucc was submitted in due form, on the Foventh of June, by 
Ricliard Henry Lee, as the head of the delegation from Vir- 
ginia, "amidst the hesitation of some colonies, the foreseen 
opposition of many able men of the Congress, the malice of 
the tones, and the vengeance of the ministry." The words of 
his motion were, that these United Gotonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent states ; and that all political 
connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, and 
ought to be, totally dissolved ; " ^ and John Adams, who had 
longed for this hour to arrive, pcconded the motion with hearty 
good will. Thus the question was fairly before the House ; but 
as that body was obliged, at the time, to attend to some other 
business, and as the measure proposed was of "fearful hazard 
and awful responsibility,'' and *' it could not be concealed, nor 
was it attempted to be denied, that the act whidi was required 
by their country might be &tal to themselves," ibrther delib- 
eration was deferred until the next day; and the members 
were enjoined " to attend punctually at ten o'clock, in order to 
take the same into their consideration. 

• Jour. Cont Confr. il 191, 196 1 is entered on the jounuil " — the 

Ramsav's Am. Rev. L 340; Lee's Lee, name uf the mover not being given. 

I 169;' Jeflerson^g Works, i. 12, 118; Lee's Lee, I 170. 

MarshaU's Washington, ii. 409; Aus- • Jour. ConL Cong. ii. 195; Jef- 

tln's Life of Gerrv, i. 196; Curtis's ferson's Works, i, 12, IIH; Austin's 

Hisu ol the CoiiHtl i. 49. " That it Life of Gerr>-, L 168, UMi. " They 

we» the opinion of Congress that the could not but feel that while, on ihn 

member who ni ulc the first motion one hand, the establi'^hing of a new 

on the subject of independence would nation would insure their impensha- 

eertainly oe expoeed to personal and ble glory-, the leault of an ebortiTO 

imninent d ui-^er. mav be inferred attempt to sever the connection of 

horn the suuuier in which the motion the ooloniea with the mother country 
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At the fippointod hour the Congress assembled ; and, hav- chap. 
iog resolved themselves into a committee of the whole, the 
motion of the previous day was debated with closed doors. 1778. 
Who were the speakers on this memorable occasion, and what 
was aaid by them, we have bat slight means' of determining', 
as no ofllcial report of their proceedings has been published.' 
As the result) however, after considerable discussion, the pres- 
ident resumed the chair ; and Mr. Harrison reported that 
"the committee liaviug taken into consideration the matter 
to them referred, but not having come to any resolution:*, they 
directed him to move for leave to sit again on Monday j " and 
it was accordingly " resolved that the Congress will, on Mon- 
day next) at ten o'clock, resolve themselves into a committee 
of the whole, to take into further consideration the resolutions 
referred to them.'' * 

Monday came, and with it the business which for more than Jim. 10. 
a month was to engross the attention of the American people. 
The deliljerative assembly of the colonies, which wu.s the na- 
tional forum, was once more resolved into a committee of the 
whole; and the question which involved the liberties of a 
continent came before them for discussion. The proceedings 
even of this day are but imperfectly known, for no full report 
of the debates was taken ] ^ but from scattered hints, gleaned 

would ruin th«r coiistituent«t and independence ; but it appeared to me 
■ubject thenwehefl to die ^Sagnee and wry ditfurent from that which you and 
penalty of treason." I heiird. J)r. Witlu'txjMxm has pub- 
' J. Admi'* to r. M'Ki-ai), July 30, lished speeches, which he wrolo be- 
1815, and M'Kian's Keply, Xov. 15, forehana, and deKvi i t d meinorittr, as 
iSlo, ill Adiins's Works, x. 171, 177 j he did his Hcmiotis. iiut tliesc, I he- 
Austin 'h J^ife of Gerrv, L 168. ♦♦Who," lieve, were the only speeches commit- 
•aka Mr. Adams, *' Boall write the bi»- ted to writing, llie orations, while I 
tory of the Americm revohition ? was in Congress, from 1774 to 1778, 
Who can write it? Who will ever be appeared to me universally extempo- 
aUe to write it ? The moat eesential raneous ; and I have never beaid of 
documents, the debates and delihera- any committed to writing, before or 
tions in Ck>ngress from 177i to nSii, after delivery.** 
were all in aeeret, and are now kwt * Joar. Goot Cong. vL 195 ; Lee's 
iMerer. Mr. ])ickin>on printed a Lee, i. 170. 

nweeh, wliich he said he made in ' " The Congress of the revolu* 

Congnaa against the declawtion of tion," nya Mr. Webster, in hia Eulo* 
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CHAP, from different sonroeB, it aj^iean that the speeches were ani- 
mated, and that the groond covered by the resolntion was 

1771. thoroughly surveyed. The speakers in favor of the resolution 
were Jolm Adams, Richard Ilenry Lee, George Wythe, and 
otliors ; aiul tliosc aLjain?t it were James Wilson, Kolicrt R. 
Livingston, Edward Hutledge, Joliu Dickinson, and others.* 
No one opposed the measure as iinjx^litic and iini)ro|)er at all 
Hnus, but as inexpedieut at that Hme ; * and the leading argor 
ments against its adoption were, that the people of the mid* 
die colonies — particularly Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylva- 
nia, the Jerseys, and New York — were '*not yet ripe for 
bidding adieu to British oonnection, but that they were fast 
ripenintr, and in a short linie would join in the general voice 
of America ; " that some of these colonies had "expressly for- 
bidden their dele<z:ates to consent to such a declai'atiou, and 
others had given no instmctions, and consequently no powers^ 
to give such consent ; " that if the delegates of any particn* 
lar colony had no power to declare such colony independent, 
the others could not declare it for them, the colonies being as 
yet ])erfectly independent of each other ; " that the Assemblies 
of the dissenting colonies were, or soon would be, sittinir, and 
would })rol)al)ly t4ike up the (juestion of independence, and 
decUire to tlieir dek'gates the voice of tlieir stiite ; that, " if 
such a declaration should now be agreed to, these delegates 
must reture, and possibly their colonics might secede from the 

g\- on Adams and Jefferson, p. 32, the TToiise." Au'itin's Lift' of Gerry, 

^''aat with closed doon, and DO report L 168. Mr. Jelfcrson likexrise ure- 

of its de(wtcRini8 ever taken. The anrvedaome minutes, which have Rmce 

discussion, tht'n fnri', which nccomjm- been publiKhi'd in the first volume of 

nicd tliis ^reat measure, lias never his collected works. The notes of 

been preserved, except in raemon' Mr. Adams are also contained in hia 

and by tiaditkm.** Mr. Gerry, it works. 

seems preserr ed some notes and frafj- ' Jetferson'"- Works, i. 12. 14. 
ment>> among his jjupers ; but, says his ' Jx^e's Lee. i. 171, on the uutlior- 

Uofirnipher, they were •* mucli too ity of a conversation with Goveniar 

loose and inijcrfert to warrant the Jolmson, of Markbnd, then a xneift" 

transcript of a sjkhjcIi, either delivered ber of the Congress, 
by himself or any other member of 
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maon ; Uiat such secession would weaken the canse of the chap. 
country more than oould be compensated by any foreign alii- 
ance ; tiiat, in the orent of a division, " for^gn powers wpnld vm, 
either refuse to join themselves to our Ibrtanee, or, having ns 
BO mnch in their power as that desperate declaration would 
make u.s, tliey would iuAst on terms proportionahly more hard 
and prejudicial ; " that France and Spain had reason to l>e 
jealous of that rising power which would one day certainly 
strip tliem of tlicir American possession e;/' and 'Mt was more 
likely they should form a connection with the British courts 
who, if they should find themselves unable otherwise to extri- 
cate themselves from their diflBoulties, would agree to a parti- 
tion of our territories, — restoring Canada to France, and the 
Floridas to Spain, — to accomplish for themselves a recovery 
of those colonies;" that it wonM not be long before ccrUiin 
information would lie received of the disposition of the French 
court from the agents sent to Paris for that purpose, and should 
it be favorable, there would then be reason to expect an alli- 
ance on better terms, which should be settled beforehand; 
and, finally, that the want of money, of the munitions of war, 
and of disciplined and eflBcient troops, on the part of the col- 
onies, with the power and strength of Great Britain by sea 
and laud, were reasons of themselves sufTicicntly stiong to 
justify dchiy. until further arrangements could bo made for 
conducting the war u\)oii more equal terms.* 

On the other hand, it was argued, tliat the question was not 
whether, by a declaration of independence^ we should make 
ourselves what we were not, but whether we should declare a 
&ct already existing ; that we had always been independent 
of the people and Parliament of England, and as to the king, 
allegiance to him had been dissolved by his assent to the 
recent act declaring the colonies out of his protection ; that 
there were only two colonies, Pennsylvania and Maryland, 

» Jeflenou's W^rkB,i. l^H; Ccnnap. of J. Adanu^ i& Wodu, ix. 400. 
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CHAP, wliosc doleGratca were ubsolutely tied up, and tliose had, hy 
their instructions, only reserved a right of confirming or ro« 
ITTS. jeetmg the measure ; that the people were waiting for Con- 
gress to lead the way ; that they were in &Tor of the measure^ 
though the instmctions given bjr some of their representatiyes 
were not; that the yoiee of the people could not be absolutely 
inferred from the voice of the representatives, as peculiar 
circumstances had originated the instructions wltich had l>een 
given to them ; that it would be " vain to wait eitlier weeks 
or montlis lor ])crfect unanimity, since it was impossible that 
all men should ever become of one sentiment on any occa- 
sion ; " that " the conduct of some colonies, from the begin* 
niag of this contest, had given reason to suspect it was their 
settled policy to keep in the rear of the confederacy, that 
their particular prospects might be better even in the worst 
event;" that therefore "it was necessary for those colonies 
who liad thrown themselves forward, and hazarded all from 
the beginning, to come forward now also, and put all again 
to their own hazard ; " that " the history of tlic Dutch revolu- 
tion, in which three states only confederated at first, proved 
that a secession of some colonies would not be so dangerous 
as some apprehended that *'a declaration of independence 
alone could render it consistent with European delicacy for 
European powers to treat with us, or even to receive an 
ambassador from us ; " that thougli France and Sj)ain niicrht 
be jealous of our rising; power, it wouhi bo more formi(hible 
with the addition of Great Britain, and hence it would be for 
their interest to prevent such a coalition ; that it would be 
idle to lose time in settling the terms of alliance until the 
alliance itself had been fully determmed upon ; and that it 
was necessary to proceed at once to open a trade with other 
nations, to supply our own people with clothes and money.* 
It would, doubtless, be interesting to every American citi- 

■ Je£EenoD's Works, L li-17. 
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zen to be in possession of a full report of tlie debate on this chap. 
occasion ; and it is a matter of regret that 80 little is known J}}' 
of the deliberations of that body which was assembled in iTTtt. 
Philadelphia to decide upon our destinies. Tnulition has 
preserved a portioii of the speech of Mr. Lee, the moTer of 
the resolution ; ' and Mr. Webster, in his ealogj on Adams 
and Jefferson, has embodied in eloquent phrase what may be 
supposed to have been tlie speech of John Adams. ^ But 
these, with a few others, imperfectly rendered, are tlie only 
fragments which have reached our day. It was a time for 
action, rather than for preserving the memorials of action. 
The sentiments uttered were the promptings of the honr ; and 
resolnte men were inspired by the greatness of the theme 
before them. In such cases, the patriot is less anxions to 
transmit to posterity the evidence of his own zeal than to 
make his mark upon pas.sing events. lie builds his monuinent 
with deeds, not words. We know, however, that the dele- 



' Lee^sLee,L 172, 173. Itsconclud- 

ing gcntencM are said to have been a.s 
follows : " Whv, then, sir, do we long- 
er delay? W% sUU dehlMfrate P Let 
this happy day give birth to an Amer- 
ican republic Let her arise, not to 
devMtite and eooquer, but to re- 
ertablish the reign nf j)rare and law. 
The eyes of Europe ore fixed upon 
Hi; me demandi of w a Unn^ enm- 
j^e of freedom, that may cxliibil a 
contrast, in the felicity of the citixen, 
to the ever-increafiing tyranny which 
desolates her polluted shores. She 
incites u<* to prepare an asylum where 
the utihupj)y may find solace, and the 
pen^ecuted repose. She entreats us 
to cultivate a ]iroj)itiou<» soil, where 
that generous plant wiiicii first sprang 
* and grew in England, but is now with- 
ered by the jwisonous blasts of Scot- 
tish tjTanny, may revive and flourish, 
■hehering under its flalubrious and in- 
terminable shade all the unfortunate 
of the human race. If we are not 
tUt day nantlqg in dn^ to oor coun- 



try, the names of the American UffUh 
btors of '70 will be i)laced bv txistcr- 
ilv at the side of those of 'Theseus, 
of Lycurgiui, of liomulus, of Numa* 
of the three WilliarnH of Nassau, and 
of all those whose memor)' has been, 
and forever will be, dear to virtuoua 
men and good citizens." J. A(hms, 
Corre.Hp. in Works, x. 177, s])ealung 
of the speech of Lee gimi by Botta 
in his Hist, of the Am. Rev., saj's it 
« noay have been delivered, but 1 have 
no remembrance of it, though in Oon- 
gress, nor would it do any memlMr 
much credit.** 

* Eulogy, 38-42. The extract ia 
too long to be quoted here, but it is 
worthy of jjerusal — not only for the 
evidence it orcsents of the ^nius of 
the orator, nut of the sentiments of 
Mr. Adams, which are correctly rep- 
resented, and in some parts staled m 
his own glowing words. See Letter 
of J. Adams to J. Winthrop, June 23, 
1776, in Works, ix. 409. 
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CHAP, gates from Massacliusctts were particularly active ; and " it 
y doing no injustice to otluTS to saw that the <reneral opinion 
1776. was, and uniformly has been, tliat, in debate, on tlie si<le of 
independence, John Adams had no equal. The great author 
of the Declaratton has himself expreeaed that opinion anifonDl/ 
and strongly. * John Adams,' said he, * was onr Coloesos on 
liie floor.'"* 

As it appeared in the course of the debate that several of 

the colonies wore not yet ripe for independence, and as it was 
deemed }>rndeiit to give their assemblies an opportunity to 
take oir tiieir restrictions, that the declaration nuLdit be uuiin- 
imously made, the result of this day's deliberation was the 
appointment of a committee to draught a declaration of inde- 
pendence, to report at some fntore time ; and the final decision 
npon the general question was postponed to the first Monday 
in July.* By the eonrtesies of parliamentary nsage^ Mr. Lee^ 
as Ibe moTor of the resolntion, shonld haye been pot at the 
head of the committee now apjwintcd ; and it is an obvious 
inquiry why he was not placed tliere. Evidently it was not 
because of his disqualification for the post, for his talents were 
certainly highly respectable. Nor was it because he had any 
reluctance to assume the responsibility it imposed. It is sug- 
gested by his biographer — and it is probably the true reason 
— that it was because he was suddenly called from his seat 
by an express from Yii^ia informing him of the dangerous 
illness of his wife.* It became necessary, therefore, to select 



* WebBter's Eulog>-, 32. Elhridge any great alteration in the civil sys- 

Oerr)', of Massachuiictts, likewise tem, as the temper and inclination of 

8]K)kt- ; and, in one speeoh in particu- thdr oooHtituents ^bull lead. I he- 

lur, bo "laid out nis whole soul." Ueve a majority of them would cut 

Austin's Lite of Gerry, i. iNS-l'.H. the knot to-morrow ; but liiey mu.si'. 

' JefferNon's Works, L 17 ; E. (ier- hive a ooncuiveiioe of the people, or 

r\' to J. Warifii, .luiic 11, 177G, in at lea"<t a general approbation of any 

Austin's Life of" (m rrv, i. 1!>1, 192. Kuch material eliaiiu'i ." Comp, also 

"The Congress." wmte I'u ed to Pet- Curda^s Hiat, of the Const. I 61. 
tit, March, 177G, in Kit d's Reed, i. ' Lee's Lcc, i. 173. ('<>mj>. Aus- 

183, "are proceeding iu Uicir military tin's Life of Uerr)*, i. 197 ; Curtiit'a 

opentione^ raaening tbemadvee Air Hiit. of the Oooet L 81. 
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one in his ste&d ; and, ont of oompliment to Virginia, who had chap. 
instrnctod her delegates to initiate this matter, Mr. Jefferson ^2!}^ 
•was placed at the head of the oommittee, though a much 1776. 
joungLT man, aud 1l\>^,s familiar with tlie details of business.* 

The proceediiiirs of this cominittcc have not been j) reserved ; 
nor liave we any tiling more tlian occasional refereuces to the 
same in tlie writings of tlie members. It appears, however, 
that Mr. Jefferson was unanimously selected to prepare the 
draught of the proposed declaration, and that, after some hes- 
itation; he complied with the request. Nor is there reason 
to regret that this delicate dntj was intrusted to him ; for, 
young as he was, he understood well the merits of the con- 
troversy in which the colonies had been engaged, ami wielded 
the pen of an eloquent advocate ; and, though the admirable 
document which it waa his good fortune to frame has since 
heen censured for its " glittering generalities," it is too dura- 
ble a monument to his &me to be destroyed by one sweeping 
assertion. ''To say of the author," observes Mr. Webster, 
" that he performed his great work well, would be doing him 
injustice. To say that ho did it excellently well, admirably 



' Mr. Adams, Letter to T. Picker- 
ing, Aitg. 6, 1823, in Works, ii. 512, 
SIS, IntiiiMtet tint Jeffemm waa 

jilu f'd at the head of thi-; cninmittr'c 
jn accorUauce " with the Frankfort ad- 
tiee, to phoe Vinjinia at the head of 
eve ry thing ; " hut tlio re;tsf)ii '•ii'-Ti^fst- 
•d ill the text j>eems to me sutiii ient. 
* Mr. R.H. Lee," he add^^, mij^ht be 
pone l«> Vii-giiiia, to his nick family, 
for aujiht 1 Ioiom-, htil that was not the 
reason of Mr. Jolien^oii'sapiwintment. 
Then? were three committees auixHiit- 
ed at the same time — one for the 
declaraiion of indejH:ndence, another 
for preiKirin^' aitieleaof conlbdefation, 
and inif»ther lor preparing a treaty to 
be proposed to France. Mr. Lee was 
dMwen for the oommittee of caiifeder> 
ation, and it was not thfui>;hf roiiven- 
ient that the same pertioa should be 
VOL. lU. 8 



upon both. Mr. Jefferson rame into 
Congre.ss in June, 177<3, and brought 
with him a reputation for fiteratme, 
science, and a ha|ipy t.alent of conino 
sition. Writings of his were hoiiued 
about, remarkable for the peculiar fe* 
licity of expression. Though !i silent 
member in Congress, he was so 
prompt, frank, explicit, and deentw 
upon committees and in conTenation, 
— not even Samuel Adams was more 
so, — that he soon seized upon my 
heart ; and upon this occasion I gave 
him my vote, and did all in my power 
to procure the votef< of others. I 
thhuc be had one vote more than any 
otlier. and that placed him at the 
head of the committee. I had the 
next highest number, and that placed 
me ieoond.'* 
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CHAP. "VToll, would bo inadequate and lialting praiso. Lot us ratlior 

^J^^^say, that he so discliarcrofl the duty a.^si^-nod him tlmt all 
1778k Americans may rejoice that the work of drawing the title 
deed of tiieir liberties devolved oe him."^ 

The report of the committee was presented to the Hodbb 
on the twenty^eightfa of Jnne, and was read, and ordered to 

Jvij 1. lie on the table. On the following Monday, the House resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, and the conrideration 
of the original motion of Mr. Lec was resumed.* The debate 
which ensued " took up the most of the day," tlioutrh nothing 
was said but what had been "repeated before a liundied times 
for 8ix months past." ^ In the committee of the whole, the 
question was decided in the affirmative by the votes of nine 
colonies, and reported to the Hoose.^ Bat here hesitation 
was manifested ; and, at the instance of Edward Butledge^ of 
South Carolina, the detmnination of the question was deferred 
to the next day, on the ground iiiat, though his colleaErties 
" disapproved of the resolution, they would then join in it 

July 2. for the sake of unanimity."^ On Tuesday a decision was 
reached, and a resolution was passed, by twelve of the col- 
onies, " that these United States are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent states ; that they are absolved from 
all alliance to the British crown ; and that all political con- 



* Webster's Eolofry on Adams and 
Jefferson, 27 ; Austin's Life of Genr, 
i. 201. John Kand()l])h, of Mr^inia, 
is haid to liave once called the Dec- 
laration of Indej)endcnce a "fanfiiro- 
nade of abstractionH," Oration of 
Hon. C. F. Adams before the City 
Authorities of Boston, July 4, IMS, 
p. 13. 

* Jefferson's Worits, L 18, lia 

* Corresp. of J. Adams, in Works, 
ix. 36, 415; Ramsav's Am. Rev. i. 
310, 341. *''rhe last debate but one," 
mj9 Mr. Adsms, ** was the most co- 
piouB and the moRt anirnnterl : hut the 
queRtion was now evaded by a motion 
to postpone it to anotlier day t some 



members, however, dedaring that, if 

the Question should now be demand- 
ed, they should vote for it, but they 
wiNlied for a day or two to consider 
of it" Omnp. Works iii. o4. 

* 'Hiesowere New Hampshire, Con- 
necticut, Ma'i'ttichusetts, Rhode Island, 
New Jersey, Mar} land, Virj;fini;i, North 
Carolina, and f iforLria. Sf)uth C.irolina 
and J'ennsylvania voted against it, Dei- 
aware had' but two memfaerR,aiid they 
were diWdcd. The dcle:;atr< !r tm 
Kew York declared that they were lor 
it themaehres, but had no anthorlty to 
vote in its Ikvor. Jefoaon^ Wonub 
I 16. 

* Jeflbnon'a Woika, L 1& 
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neetion between tbem and the state of Great Britain is, and chap. 
ooght to be, totally diaBolved.'' * 
"The delay of this declaration to this time/' wrote John im. 

Adams. " has many great advantages attending it. The hopes July 3. 
of rei ouciliation which were fondly entertained by multitudes 
of honest and well-meaning, tliough weak and mi.staken jxh)- 
plc, have been gradually, and at last totally, extiuguislied. ' 
Time has been given for the whole people maturely to consider 
' the great question of independenoe, and to ripen their judgment, 
dissipate their fears, and allure their hopes, by discussing it in 
newspapers and pamphlets, by debating it in assembliee, con- 
ventions, committees of safety and inspection, in town and 
county meetings, as well as in private conversations — so that 
the whole people, in every colony of the thirteen, have now 
adopted it as their own act. This will cement the union, and 
avoid those heats, and perhaps convulsions, which might liave 
been occasioned by such a declaration six months ago. 

But the day is past The second of July, 1776, will be 
the most memorable era in tiie history of America. I am apt 
to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations 
as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemo- 
rated, as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion 
to (Jod Almighty. It ought to l)e solemnized with poniji and 
parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, boutires, and 
illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from 
this time forward, foreverraore." 

** You will think me," he adds, " transported with enthum- 
asm ; but I am not I am well aware of the tofl, the blood, 
and treasure that it will cost to maintain this declaration, and 
support and defend these states. Yet, through all the gloom, 
I can see the rays of ravishing light and glory. I can see 
that tlie end is more than worth all the means, and that pos- 

' Jour. Cont Cong. iL 227 ; Boston son's Works, L 18 j Oba. on the Anu 
Qaaett«forJttlv 15, 1776; J.Adams'i Be?. 0^-67. 
Ooamp. m Wonkt, ii. 418i Jdfo> 
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CBAP. terity will triomph in that day's transactions, even althongh 
J^l^ we should rue it, which I trust in God wo shall not/'* 
1776. It should be observed, in pai^sing, that unanimity was not 

secured without groat exertions on tiic jxirt of the friends of 
iii(]r|»(Mulciicc. As wo li;ivo seen, at tho lioiir of adiourmiicnt, 
on the first of July, i>ut nino of tlio colonics w«'ic in f'uvor of 
the resolution, and two were oi>{)osod — the otlior two, New • 
York and New Jersey, withholding their vote for tlio want 
of instructions.* Of the seven Pennsylvania delegates, three 
voted for, and four against, the resolution. Two of the ad> 
verse party were absent on the following day, so that the vote 
of that province was "accidentally, and by a majoi iiy of one, 
given in its favor." ^ Delaware, wliich had \mt two delegates, 
wa>^ divi'h^d — one boinp: in favor, and the otlicr ()i>[iosed ; 
but by tlic arrival of Rodnoy, who was sent for l)y express, 
the vote of that provinre wa.>^ given in the affirmative.^ The 
delegates from New York " thought thcaiselves not justifiable 
in voting on either side, and asked leave to withdraw firom 
the question; which was given them.''^ South Carolina, 
when the question was taken, voted in the afllrmative. Thus 
the rcsolntion of Mr. Lee in &vor of independence was passed 



> Corresp. in Works, ix. 419, 420. 
Oomn. Nilefi's Prindplet and Acta of 

the Kov. 327-330. 

• Lett, of J. Aihms to W. Plumcr, 
March 28, lfsl3, in Works, ix. 35. 
*• The meanurc," says he, " had been 
upon the r:ir])et for month':, and ol>- 
stinatilv ojtj>osi'(l from day to dav. 
Majorities were constantly against it. 
For many (lav-, xhv majority (iepeiid- 
ed on Mr. Ht wc^, of N'orth Cai-olitu. 
While a menibcr was one day tpeak- 
ing, and reuiiiij; documonts from all 
the colonies to prove that tlic public 
opinion, the genenl sense of aD, wu 
in fjivor of the nu-aMire. when he came 
to North Carolina, and jjroduccd let^ 
ten and public proeeeduiga which de- 
monstrateti jhat the majority of that 
oolony were ia kvor of it, Mr. Uewea, 



who had hitherto constantly voted 
agunst it, started middenly upriifht, 

and, lifting; ui) both hU IuhkK ti) h( aven, 
OS if he hud l>een in a trance, cried out, 
• It is done, and I will abide by it* " 

' ReetlV Heed, L ls7 ; Corresp. of 
J. Adams, in Works, x. N". Among 
the ojipmers were Kolwil Morris and 
John J)ickin«on. See Morri.-'s Letter 
to Heed, July 20. 177<>. in Iteed's 
JUed, i. 201. JcfFerMin, AN'orks, L 
I S, s;iys " menilM i s of u ditferent sen- 
timent " attended thai inoniing, and 
change<l the vote of I'eiin.svh-aiua. 

* Jeflmon's Works, C 18 j T. 
M'Kean to J. Adam^, .Ian. IHM.in 
Adams's Works, x. 87, bH. M'Kcan 
was in httsr, and Read wa.-^ oj)po«6d. 

» Jefferson's Works, 1. I s ; Sparica'a 
life of Gouvemeur Morris, i 
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by twelve of fhe colonies — a mtgority of the delegates of chap. 
each colony Totmg in the affirmative.^ The thirteenth colony, ^J^^ 
New York, within a few days approved of the step, and thus 1776. 

snpplicd the void occasioned by the withdrawing* of hor dele- 
gates from the vote."* "Remember," wrote Jolin Adams, 
''you cannot make tliii teen cloek?^ ?:trike {ireci;rely alike, at the 
same second." But wken they did strike, there was concord 
in their notes.* 

On the same day that the resolution of Lee was passed, the Jniyi 
Congress proceeded to consider the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, which had been reported and laid on the table the Friday 
preceding, and on Monday referred to a committee of tlie 
whole. This, too, provoked discussion, and considerable eoui- 
ment was made upon j)ortions of it. Two passages, in partic- 
ular, were vehemently (»])}>o.^e<l. Tlie pusillanimous ideii,** 
says JelTerson, " that wc had friends in England worth keeping 
terms with still haunted the minds of many. For this reason, 
&ose passages which conveyed censures on the people of 
England were stmck oot| lest they should give them offence. 
The claQse, too, reprobating the enslaving the inhabitants of 
Africa was struck out, in complaisance to South Carolina and 
Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation 

* Lett of S. Adams to R, II. Lee, tem of 1774 ; tliat their HuhNequent 
July 15, 177G, in Lee's I^, L 183. mistanoe arose from refused redreit 

• J( ilVrson's AVorks, i. IS. 19. and nttemptc<l cocrrlnn, ;nnl their con- 
' (Jorrfsu. in Works, ix. 402. Bis- seut to the scheme of indepeiideuce 

•ett, Hist Eng. i. 471, judiciously ob- from the total r^ection of all thdr 
Hrres on tlip pa-xsii-^e of this declara- ai)))lic'ations, coml inwl with flatinn for 
tion, " From the scries of acts which the success of tlie former campaign, 
tiie namtlve has presented, it appears The independenee <^ Ameriea, there- 
Ihat thf Xew En^fbindi'rs, since the fore, whether wise or unwise, evident- 
OOmmenccment of the disputes, man- Iv j)roceeded trom no preconcerted 
ifatod dispositions to republlcamsm, clc.si<rn, hut was a natural conBe(iuence 
from which we might &irly infer a de- of the measures which wei e puiaued 
sire, and even a design, of eventiud by the mother countn , ami the ]»rns»- 
sejjoration; but that the middle m»d res.s of huuiiui piissions when liicy re- 
southern colonies were the TOtaiiea of fuse the admonitions of reason and 
loyal and constitutional connection wisdom — from disputes to quarrels, 
and subordination ; tlut their cooper- rc|M"ate<l with increasing asperit)*, un- 
■tion with the colonies of the north til they tenninBled in a final lup- 
nm the immwliat4» effiect of the ays- ture." 
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CHAP, of slaves, and who, on the contrarv, still wished to continue 
it. Our northern brethren, also, I believe, felt a little tender 
1778b under these censures ; for though their people had very few 
daves themgelvee, yet they had been pretty oonsidmble car- 
riers of tiiem to others.'' ' 

The original dranght, in the autograph of Mr. Jefferson, 
of tlie Doclui alion of Independence, has been preserved and 
publislicd ; and, by (■onij)arin<( that draiij^lit with tlie declara- 
tion as pa:*sed, tlie elianfj:es made in it will be readily per- 
ceived. The alterations, however, were principally verbal ; 
and it speaks volumes in favor of the skill of the framer, . 
that, where so many opinions prevailed, so few exceptions 
were taken to his work.* 

The discussion upon the Declaration of Independence occu- 
pied the time of the House for the greater part of three days ; 

9v!tf4. but at length, on the evening of tlic third day, it was j)a<5«5ed, 
"signed by every member present, except Mr. Diekinsou ; ^ 
and copies of the same were ordered to be sent *' to the sev- 
eral assemblies, conventions, and committees or councils of 
safety, and to the several commanding oiBcers of the conti' 
nental troops ; that it be proclaimed in each of the United 

Jnix lA. States, and at the head of the army." f A fortnight later, the 
Declaration was ordered to be engrossed on parchment ; and, 
when ready, it received the signatures of all the delegates, and 
became the act of the thirteen colonies.^ 



• Jefferson's Woriia, L 19j Lee's 
Lee, L 175 ; J. Adanm's Letter to T. 

Pickering, Au^. 0, 1 ^'2'2, in Works, ii. 
614 ; Curtis'a UisU of the Coii»L L 
87 88 

• Jefferson's Works, i. 19-2G.'With 
the fac-similr ;ilt ichcd ; bee's [^oo, J. 
27.3-280. 'riu- iilteralions niatli' in 
thcdraaghtof Jefferson cauj<ed Fnink- 
lin, who Kit near him, to relute, with 
his usual humor, the Rtorj* of " John 
ThoropM>n, the Halter," given in 
Spjirks's Life of I'mnkliti, 107. A 
series of strictures ou the Decluratiou 



of Indeiiendcnce is given in Ahnoa's 
Rememinnuieer.ir. 28-41. 

' Jcffenwn's Works, i. 11). 120. 

* Jour. Cont. Gong. ii. 233; Al- 
mon's Kemembrancer, iil 258. On 
the funous Mecklenberg Declaretioii, 

of May 20, 177.'5, see Fone's Am. 
Archives ; XilesV Principles and Acta 
of the Rev. 132-136. 

* .Irir. rvnn's Works, i. 120-122; 
Secret .l<mmals; ^\'i !)st( r's Kulogy, 
31 ; Austin^ Life olCiTn. i. 203,204. 
Lord Mifi'iii. Hist. Kn<f. vi. 98, very 
jublly oUscrves that, ^ among all the 
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** This odebrAted InBtnunentk^ regarded as a chap. 

legislative proceeding, was the most Bolenm enactment, by the 
representatives of all the colonies, of a complete dissolution 1775. 
of their iille,<i:iaiice to the Britisli crown. It severed the po- 
litical connection between the people of this country and the 
people of England, and at once erected the diflcrent colonies 
into free and independent states. The body by which this 
step was taken oonstitated the actual government of the 
nation at the time ; and its members had been directly in- 
Tested with competent l^islative power to take it, and had 
also been specially instructed to do so. The oonseqnences 
flowing from its adoption were, that the local allegiance of 
the inhabitants of each colony became transferred and due to 
the colony itself, or, as it was expressed by the Congress, 
became due to the laws of the colony from which they derived 
protection ; that the people of the country became thence- 
forth the rightful sovereigns of the coontry ; that they b» 
came united, in a national corporate capacity, as one people ; 
that they could thereafter enter into treaties and contract 
alliances with foreign nations, conld levy war and conclude 
peace, and do all other acts pertaining to the exercise of a 
national sovereignty ; and, linally, that, in their national cor- 
porate capacity, they became known and desi^'-nated as the 
UnitcHi States of Amci'ica. This Declaration was the first 
national state paper in which these words were used as the 
Style and title of the nation. In the ehacting part of the 
instrumeotk the Congress styled themselves *the representar 
tivee of the United States of America in General Congress 
assembled ; ' and, from that period, the previously ' United 
Colonies' have been known as a political community, both 



eotDcideuccii of date which history re- 
ooids, there » none, perhapi, to strik- 
ing as that John Acliins imd Jctfcr- 
•00, the two main movers of this dec- 
laMtion,dKMild both, after filliqg with 
■igDal nputatioii the hi^wit office 



in their native land, expire on the fi^ 
tieth anniTenaiy of the day on whieh 
thia their own handiwork, thi-* the 
foundation of their own greatuewy 
was first lent forth,** 
* Hiat.CaMt. 187,88. 
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CHAP, within tlieir own borders and bv the other nations of the 

J^^^ world, by the title which they then assumed." 

177L In accordance with the arrangements which had been made 
for that purpose, tlie Declaration of Independence was read 
publicly in all the states, and at the head of the army, and 
was welcomed with the liTeliest demonstrations of joy. In 

JdjS. Philadelphia, iu particular, the bell in the State House rang 
for the first time the stirring peal of American liberty, and 
the enthusiasm of tlie people rose to the hiirhest pitch.* 
Thniujzliout the country, indeed, a change was visible; and 
every thing, iVoni this date, assumed a new form. *' The 
Americans no longer appeared in the character of subjects in 
arms against their sovereign, bat as an independent people^ 
repelling the attacks of an invading fiM. The propositions 
and SQpplications for reconciliation' were done away. The 
dispute was brought to a single point — whether the late 
British colonies should be conquered proTinoes, or firee and 
inde|K3ndent states." • 

JalyU. The reading of the Declaration in Boston took place on 
the cigliteenth of July, from the balcony of the Town House, 
which was thenceforth the State House, in the presence of a 
▼ast concourse of the citizens, of a number of military compa* 
nies, of the officers of the militia and of the oontiaental army 
then on the station, of the selectmen and other municipal 
officers of the town, and of many members of the Executive 
Council and the (Joneral Assembly. The parade on the 
occasion was unusually preat ; the exultation of the people 
was uul)ounded. Tiie king's arms were removed from the 
place they liad long lillcd ; and a public dinner was given, 
at which hundreds were seated. On the ensuing Sunday, the 
Declaration was read in most of the churches at the close of 
the religious services of the afternoon ; and the piety of the 

I Ooidoii't Am. Rev. it 9S { Al> * Banut/t Am. Ber.i 340. 
mon't Remembwicer, iiL 3S7. 
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people oonaeerated Uie cause as the cause of God and of snf- chap 
fering hmnanity.' 

It will be readily conceived that no step Intherto taken was 1776. 
more coniially a[)i)iuvt'd by the patriots of Xew Kiiirlaixl 
tlian tUiSi whicli severed forever tiieir coimwtion willi Great 
Britain. Not that even the most zealous deprecated, under 
all oircumstancee, the continuance of such connection; but 
ihej had long been satisfied of the hopelesmess of effecting a 
reconciliation npon terms which would be alike satisfactory 
aud honorable. If concessions were to be made, it was well 
understood tliat they would be exj)ected to come from this 
side of the water. The ministers of the kin^^ had too much 
pride to acknowledge their errors^ nor did thej seem even 
conscious that they had done any thing which called for 
such an acknowledgment In their own estimation, tliey had 
sought only to uphold the dignity of the crown, and to restore 
to obedience refractory siilijects. If, in some cases, tin y had 
advocated measures of unusual severity, they were made neces- 
sary, they thought, by the exigencies of the times; and the 
responsibility of their passage must rest with the rebels." 
Knowing that such feelings prevailed, and conscious that their 
resistance was grounded upon princi|)le, and fell legitimately 
within the limits of conslitutioiiai authority, the statesmen of 
New Knirhmd, who were in the IbrrtVonl of the 1)attlc, and 
who looked over the Hold with a view to remote conx'iiuences 
as weU as to immediate results, were convinced that war alone 
could decide the controversy, and that, to concentrate the 

* Boston Oaaettefi>r July 22, 1776; Crown, Heart and Crown, &c., to- 

S{xirks's Corre"*]). of the Kev. i. 256; p'thtr witli overv sipi that hcl'mfjed 
Austin's Life of Oerry, u 206 ; limd- to a tor}', v,as token down, and made 
ibrd, iL 116, 117. **Tbie bplb of the a general oonflB|^tfon of in Kii^ 
town were nmjr on the OCCawon, and Street The King's Arms, in this 
undisscnihlcd festiM'ty choprcd and town, was. on Saturday !a».t, also de- 
lightened every lace." " We hear facid." For the olxervances nt 
that, on Thuwday last, everv. Kin«?'H Worcester, see M i'^'*. Spy tor Jiity24| 
Amis in iJosfon, and every s^<rn with ITT'I. and Linoolo's Uut. WorOMtert 
any resemblance of it, whether Lion lli>, 110, 
and Cn>wD» Pestle and Mortar and 
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CHAP, action of all tlie colonies, they must be bound tocrether bj a 
common tie, to enlist the sympathies of the reluctant and luko- 
1770. warm. This was effected by the DcclaraUou of Independence; 
and for the passage of this Beclaration none labored more 
aealously than the de^gates from Massachusetts. The^ knew 
it was not onlj for their own interest, bat for the interest of 
the country, that the step ^oold be taken ; and, when taken, 
they fore«i\v that ^trenii^th wouUl be addeil to the public coun- 
cils, tliat foroij^n alliances could bo more easily coutractcd, 
and that the freedom of the nation would be more speedily 
secured. They did not adopt the maxim of ancient times of 
degeneracy, — 

" QiuBnndft pwwnwn pEnnmn 
Virttti port nnnmiM}' 

but, appropriating to fhemselTes a nobler 8entinient» were ready 
to say,— 

• If it be aiijjht toward the j;oneral good, 
Set honor iix one eye, iuid death i' the other, 
And I will look on Ijotli inditfiTciuly ; 
For l<'t the gods ho speed nu', as I love 
Ihe uame of honor more than I fear death." * 

1 Jtilittg Cbnr, AotL 8& 2. 
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CHAPTER IV* 

MIUTARY MOVEMENTS IN MASSACI^USETTS. 

To sketch ill full tho progress of the revolution i-j properly CHAP. 
the province of the national historian ; and thouL-'ii the field 
is a tempting: one, and might be j)rolital)ly explored, it would 1776, 
be quite out of place for the local, historian to aim to supply 
any esristing deficiency by an ampUtnde of detail, which would 
be allowable in a general work, bat which, in one of a more 
restricted character, would be regarded as saperflaous. Noth- 
ing, therefore, will be attempted here more than a fmmmary 
of events bearing directly upon the history of Massachusetts, 
and ilhij^trating the part taken by the citizens of this state in 
achieving the independence of the country. Even within 
these bounds, enough may be said to show that, if the soil of 
Massachusetts was no longer trodden by a hireling soldiery, 
and the people were no longer subjected to the stem necessitj 
of fighting immediately for their own fiimilies and the protec- 
tion of their own homes, they were by no means indifferent to 
the claims of others upon their services, whose peace was 
disturbed Ijy a foreign foe ; nor were they unwilling to conse- 
crate their fortunes to liberty, and to seal tlieir sincerity by 
their own blood. 

l'l)on the evacuation of Boston, and the departure of 
Washington for New York, the command of the forces in Mas> 
sachusetts devolved upon General Ward, who was instructed to 
occupy and repair the forts already erected, and to strengthen 
his defences to prevent the recapture of the town. He was, 
also, in all his proceedings, to consult the civU authorities, 
and act under their advice for the protection of the terri* 

(128) 
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CHAP, tory.^ The General Assembly had previously requested that 
^J^ ^^ six reg-inienta might be left in his charge, as a portion of the 
1778, British fleet remaiaed in the lower harbor, and they feared aa 
attack noless they ooold concentrate a formidable force ; bat 
only three r^ments could be spared, and it became necessary, 
shortly after, to raise three more, with six companies of artil* 
lery, at the expense of the stiito 

In accordance with lii> instructions, General Ward pro- 
ceeded forthwith to fortify the harbor, and in a very short 
May 4 time was able to report that the "forts on Fort Hill, in Bos* 
ton, Charleatown Point, and Castle Point " were ''almost 
completed, with a nnmber of heavy cannon mounted in each." 
A work was also in good forwardness on Noddle's Island, 
now East iJo.ston ; a detachment of tlie army was at Castle 
Island, re[)airing the batteries which the British had breached, 
and a nnmber of hulks woi o preparing to be sunk in the chan- 
nel.' I have employed the troops here," he wrotOi to the 
greatest advantage in my power ; have ordered all the men 
not on actual doty to torn ont npon fatigue every day, not 



> Bradford, ii. 102. Comp. Fraok- 
fin'a Works, \iiL 161. 
• Jour. H. of R. for 1776; Bnul- 

fonl. Ii. lO'J. Two of these rejjjiinent.s 
Mere orilored to be raised iu April, 
and the tliird in May. Jtmw War- 
ren, in a letter to K. Gerrv, June 12, 
1770, Austin's J -ife of (i. riy. i. 182, 
Bays, A regiment ordered mure thaii 
two months ago to be nuaed, under 
Colont'l Whitney, yet wants more 
tliau a hundred men. Another, under 
Manhall, and one to ocnmat of aeven 
coni]Kinies of the tnin, under Onh!*, 
make but slow proi^rvM. Marshall 
boa not near half tilled his regiment, 
thouf^h the eufistin^ orders were giveD 
out SIX weeks a;;()." See nUo Jour. 
11. of IC lor Muy 31 and June 1 and 
6, 1776w The same Journal, p. 19, 
speiiks of four in(lp])endent ('iiii|»a- 
mes, at JJorcliester, BraiuLree, W ey- 
mouth, and Uiugham. 



' In addition to these prcjmrations, 
the General Court, in Ajinl, voted to 
erect a powder mill at Sutton; a 
bounty was otfercd for the nrmufac- 
ture of Koltjietre; a committee was 
appointed to miperintend the easting 
of canmia and the making of fireumiK ; 
beacons were erectrd in Hoston, at 
Caj)e Ann, Murbkhead, tuid ou tLe 
Blue Hill.s in Milton, to give an 
alarm, sliould ii Iruuliui,' be attcmj l- 
ed ; luid two vesselii were employed 
to keep watch in the bay, and give 
sea.soiuil)le notice of the movenitnts 
of the enemv. Jour. II. of 11. for 
1776} hradfJrd, il 106; Bliiw's Re- 
holioth, 147. The nnking of hulks 
in the har!>or was suspended, June 1, 
b^' Uie (Jenerul Court, on the memo* 
nal of a oommittee of the town of 
lioston. Jour, H. of R. fixr June 1, 
1776. 
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allowing any supcrflaons cooks nor waiters ; and, upon recely- chap. 

ing intclligOMcc of the British fiwt l)cing on its pu.-sairo this 
way, I dii ectcd all the officers^ to turn out with their men upon 
the works ; which they cheerfully complied with, and are in- 
stantly npon &tigue with their men." * 

The laments which had been ordered by the General 
Court were eventnalljr organized, and stationed partly at the 
Castle, partly at Noddle's Island, and partly at Nantasket.* 
General Benjamin Lincoln, a native of Ilingliain, and a de- 
scendant of tlie Lincoln? of Xoriolk, England, was the chair- 
man of the committee apjx tinted to attend to this duty ; and 
the military skill which he displayed on the occasion, joined 
to his superior qualities as an officer and a gentlenuin, won 
for him the &?orable notice of Washington, and led to his 
transfer, at a SQbseqnent date, to a post of still greater re- 1777. 
8ponsil)ility, in which he was distinguished by his ]>rudence 
nnd courage, and the sterling traits of fidelity and integrity. 
Few ofticers, indeed, who served in the war, won for themr 
selves a prouder name, and few are remembered with warmer 
affection.' 

' Sparks's ConTsp. of the Rev. i. mouth, on Canco Ray. Cannon and 
1U1, 1U2, 20U. From tlie button military nlotes were also furnished, 
Gawtte for May 0, 1776, it appears and men were stationed at these places 

tii;it a niiinht r of persons in the me- for the i^-eater \v\vi of the summer, to 

tru|>oIi<i v<)!uiitarily8ubscrib<Kl to assist prevent a lauding from llie liriiish 

ui t'oriii\iii<^M lie iiarbor of Boston, un- ships ivhich trm horenng on the 

der the diieciion of the committee of coast Boston Gazette for April 29, 

tiie General Court, and that '_reiitlf^ 177(5; Joui. U. of K. ior June 3, 

meu hx»m the country also vuiuutuii- 177U. 

Iv labored on the work. A letter * Jour. IT. of R for June 11, 1776 ; 

fixrai the Continental ('<)ni^e».s of May Sparks's Washington, iv. 229, 240, 

16 also ur^ed upon the General Court 294 } Mem. of (ien. Lincoln, in 2 

the necewity of reenforcing the troops H. GoU. iu. 283 et seq. ; X. A. Rer. 

in IJoston, to prevent t;ie town falling for Nov. 1815; S. Lincoln's Hist, 

agun into the hands of the ministerial Hingham, 140-14G. An excellent 

army ; and a report on the subject portrait of General Lincoln is pre- 

tias made by the Council May 3L served at the room.s of the Ma-tsaam- 

Jour. H. of H. for 177(5, ]>. 9. setts Historieu! Stiriety. He was ap- 

• Bradlord, ii. lOH. In addition to pointed secrt tory of war in 17S2, and 

the works in the harbor of Boston, in 1788 was chosen lieutenant gov> 

the Geneml Court likewise provided emor of Ma'^^aehusetts. Jonr. Cont. 

for fortifications at Salem, Marble- Cong. i. ; iSparks's Washington, viiL 

liMd, Cape Ann, Plymouth, and Fal- 226, && ; Bndfiwd, fi. 332. 
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CHAP. The naval armament of Ma--n<'lin^ott,< oinbraced no vessels 

J^J ^, which could aspire to be ranked iir.^t-class frigates,* nor bad 
177S. eztenaiTe arraogements been made by the General GongroBS 
to pFosecnte the war at sea.* The craffc in the conuDiSBion of 
the state and of the continent, however, with the priyateera 
fitted out from different ports, rendered efficient and valuable 
service, and were ever alert to capture a prize. The exploit 
of the Franklin was signally l)rilliant ; and her gallant com- 
mander. Captain Miigforii, of Marblehead, deserved to be held 
in remombraiiee l>y ids towiHinen. His vesr<el was small, and 
his crew consisted of but twenty or twenty-one men ; yet he 
resolutely encountered a large ship of three hundred tons, 
from Ireland, mounting six guns, and loaded with provisions 
and military stores, of the value of forty or fifty thousand 

iii^ir. pounds. The engagement took place at the entrance of Bos- 
ton harbor, in full view of the Britlali ships in Nantasket 
Roads ; and great was their chagrin when they beheld the vic- 
tor, witli his prize in tow, st<>pring for Boston tiii-ough tlie 
northern passjige. Bnt his triuiiii»li was short; for, two days 

Mat 19* after, as be fell down the liarlior to put to «ea on a cruise, his 
vessel unfortunatel)- grounded in tlic Gut, near Point Shirley. 
The British were informed of his perilous situation; and 

« 

• Almon's Kemcinhmticer. iii. 342, at Swansey, and, p. 9, of VWBcIh birilt 

gives an account of the launchiiii,', by order of the General Court for 

June 10, at Xcwlmryjiort, ut" llif 1 Lm- },nt;mling the sou coast and annoying 

ccx-k.a " fiiK' ship" of 24 guns, well the t iiemy by sea. 

built, of the l)e>t tinil)er, under the * The Anioriean nn\y. in 1770. is 

direction of llie Hon. Thomas ('11.41- said to have coiisiste<l ot the Allrcd, 

• jng; and of the Luuiehing, at I'orts- of 32 gnn^, the Columhu.H, of 24, the 

moutli, two weeks esirlier, of a frijrate Portsmouth, of L'(t. ilie 1 ii 'fiiee, An- 

of 32 guns, built under the direction dre J)oria, and C nixit. of 16 each, tlic 

of John Langdon, Esq. See, also, Northanij)ton, of 14. the lloniet, of 

irith referenee to these ve<jsels. Trtun- 12, the Wasp, of 10, the Fly. of 6, 

bull MS. Letter Book li, 82, Letter and 13 g^dley^s of 1 and 2 guns each, 

of Marine Committee, Oct 26, 1770. hdlt for river service only. To these 

For the*M:', r» 1 eannon were to l>e pn> were added, in 1777. l'> ve-^( K of 

irided, 52 twelve pounders, and 12 from 6 to 36 guivs, 4 xebecs, ui 10 

four pounden. See abo Jour. Cont eitna each, 2 finwiips, and 2 floating 

Cong. ii. 3!'-3, under date Oet. H», batteries. Letter to Lord ^'iscount 

1776. The Jour. U. of K for 1776, Ilowe, Sic, Loud., 1779, 17, 16. 
p. 8, speoka of aniMd veneb building 
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twelve or thirteen boatSf filled with men, were sent to attack chap. 
him. They drew near about midnight, but were ordered to 

stand off. and, refusinp^ to obey, were fired upon. Two boats 1776. 
were .sunk, mid the rest were <li-porsed — Imt not without the 
loss of the captain of the Frankliu, who was run through with 
a lance while fighting at his post.^ 

The freqaent alarms in May and Juoe^ and the fears enter- Mar 
tained of another visit from the British, gave mnch uneasiness JmM. 
to the inhabitants of Massachnsetts. Henoe, early in the 
latter month, it was determined by the General Court to for* J«n.ll. 
tify Nantaskct and several of the ishind>* in the harbor, and 
to drive all the enemy's vessels, if possible, from the bay.^ 
Accordingly, by beat of drum, detachments from the colonial Jan. Ul 
regiments, commanded by Colonels Marshall and Whitney, 
and a " battalion of train,'' commanded by Lieatenant Colonel 
Crafts, were mastered, embarked in boats at Long Wharf, 
Bent down the harbor, and posted at Pettick's Island and at 
Hull, where they were joined ))y some of the continental 
troops and sea coast companies — making, in all, six hundred 
men at each place* A like number of the militia from the 
towns in the Ticinity of Boston, with a detachment from the 
train and some field pieces, likewise took poet at Moon Island, 
Hough's Neck, and Point Alderton ; and a detachment from 
the continental army, under Colonel AVhitcomb, with two 
eighteen pounders, one thirtocn inch mortar, and the necessary 

' Boston Gazette for May 20, A]iril 17, is incorrect, as is also the 

1776 ; Almon'B Itemembrancer, iiL djite in limtourn Oration at Lexin^ 

137, 13H, 234; Sparka's Corresp. of ton, An. 19, 1850, which nyB^May 

the Rev. i. 204; Bradford, iL 109, 19, llior 

110. Mi!:,'rnrtl w;is not commissioned * Jour. II. of II. for June 11, 1776. 

an captain <>f the Franklin, but as «* I never sluiU lit- luippy," wrote John 

mnrter; and, as the others had left Adinis to Samuel ( nopt r, May 30, 

the vesse l, lie took the command, lie 1776, Corresp. in Works, ix. 381, 

was aocomponied on his luht cruitte by ** until everv unfriendly tiaa k driven 

'*Mai. Prasn's little anned achoon- out of signt, and ms LighthouM 

er ; " but the crew on board thi.s ves- Island, George's and Jjoveirs Islands, 

sel cut their cable, on being ap])rised and the east end of Long Island, are 

of the approach of the Brititth, and secured.** 
eaaped. Ihe dat^ m Biadfind, vu.» 



Digitized by Google 



128 



EXPLOITS OF THE PB1TATBBB8. 



CHAP, intrenching tools, were embarked for Long Island, to take 
post there. These bodiee, which were placed under Migor 
1778. Lincoln, were accompanied by Pmssian engineers of consider- 
able skill ; and thejr labored with such diligence that, in a few 

Jul 14. hours, defences were thrown np on Long Island and at Nan- 
tu.'^kt'l. :iii<l cjinnon were mounted, which bcp*an to j)lny upon 
the Britisli fleet, iiiirnberinjr oiglit «hi)»s, two "snows," two 
l)riurs, and one schooner. The enterprise was successful ; and 
tlie sliattered fleet, finding it hazardous to remain, put to sea, 
after blowing np the lighthouse — leaving behind two or three 
vessels, which were captured by the Americans.' 

Jan. 10 The capture bj privateers, from Marblehead and elsewhere, 
^ of four or five transport ships from England and Scotland, 
each having on board from eighty to one hundred Highland- 
ers, besides marines for the British fleet, was noticed in the 
journals of the day as another capital exploit — especially as 
one of the ships engaL'ed the privateers for several hours 
before she surrendered, and lost seventeen men, besides a 
major in the British service.* 

The General Court) which, under the provincial diarter, 
had been accustomed to assemble on the last Wednesday in 
May, was this year organized at Watertown, at the usual 

May 29. time ; and the members of the Executive Council for the pre- 
vious year were reelected, with the exception of six, who 
declined to serve. ^ The business which came before this body 
was of the utmost importance ; yet, as many of the members 
were novices in l^j;islation and unskilled in political affairs, 

> Boston Gazette for June 17, 1776j ' Jour. H. of R. for 1776 ; J. Ad- 

AlmonV Remembrancer, iiL 138.201, am« to S. Cooper, Mav 'SO. 1776, in 

202. iv. I.JS; Peraberton's Jour, in Work*, ix. 381; Bnulfoni, ii. 107. 

1 M. H. C oll. ii. 6.5; 'niachcr*8 Joor. Thf six \v!io declined were James Onn, 

46; liradfnrd. ii. 110, 111. John .Vditns.JeUediah Foster, Charles 

' I^tston Gazette for Jimc 10 and Cliuuncy, ^Kwh Freeman* and Jo- 

17, 177f>: NVnnl to Wasliirifrton. June sojih I'almer; nnd the roa-son of their 

20, iTTf). in Si;arks's Corrcsj). of the declining,' wan priiici]>;illy the })rcs8ure 

Rev. i. 226 ; .\lmon'.s Kememhrancer, of the duties connected wth other 

iii. 290. 21)1 ; Tliacher's Jour. 46; ])osu which denuuided their atteii- 

BnuUbrd iL 111. lion. 
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tteir dedsions were " afflietingly slow/' while every thing CSAP. 

called for "ardor and despatch."^ The British had, indeed, 
quitted Boston, and their Fhips were driven from the waters 
of the bay ; but, in the critical state of public affairs, neither 
the citizeiis nor the Qeneral Court could promise themselTes 
intermission in srdnous sernce. Not only was it necessary 
that provisions should be made for the security of their own 
borders, bat for augmenting the forces of the national army.* 
Persrjniil interest prompted to alacrity in the first of these 
objects ; but the demands of Congress for recruits at New 
York and on Lake Champlain^ were more slowly answered; 
and Hawley despondingly wrote, "This colony, I imagine, will 
raise the men required by Congress before snow flies, but in 
no season for the relief of either New York or Canada."^ 

It should be observed, however, in explanation of this con- 
duct, that it was not from tlio want of a disposition to comply 
that such tai'diness was manifested, but chiefly from the diffi- 
oa% of effecting enlistments. The General Court voted Jon. 17 
readily to raise five thousand men, for six months, to reen- 
force the continental army, and, in an admirable address to 
the people, urged upon them the importance of attending to 
this duty. " Although the numbers are large," say they, " yet 

* J. Hawlev to Washington, June the anny in Canada; 13,800 at New 

21, 177d, in Spatlu^s Gonrnp. of the York ; and 10,000 as a fl^ing camp. 

Bev. I 290. Jour. Cont, Cong. il. 187,*18H; Jour. 

' From a Letter of TrcMdont Han- Max--^. II. of K. for June 12, 177G. 
cock to the Asseni'ulv of CHiiint'ciicut, * J. Iluuley to Washington, in 

May 16, 1776, in IViimbuU MS. I^t- Sivirks's Corresp. of the Her. I 230. 

tor Hook li, jO. it ajijicirH that Con- " It will be in vain," he also wrote tO 

gress had ordered two additional rcgi- Gcrrv, Jui^' 17, 1776, in Austin's Life 

ments to be laised in Maanehwaetts, of (hrry, l 208, **to attempt to en- 

one in Connecticut, and one in New fist New England people for a longier 

Hampshire, for the Her\nce of the term tlwn two years. No bounties 

United Colonies. Comp. also Jour, will induce them to cnj^age for a long^ 

Cont. Cong. ii. KiO, 1(57, and Jour, er time — I fear, for no lon^r time 

M:uss. II. of K. for May 31. 1770. than one year.*' In this opinion, how- 

The tive MaHsachuttetts regiments were ever, as the event proved, he was mi^ 

ordered. May 31, to be recruited to taken } for thoumnds were enlutodi 

their full romplcment. not for three yean only, but 

' The resolve of Congress was for the 
emplojing 6000 niStia to leSnfinoo 

TOL. IIL 9 
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CHAP, the exertions now called for arc not to be regarded wlieii 
J^ ^^ oompared to the great and noble objects for which we are coih 
tending. Tliie Courts therefore, have the folleBt assnranoe 
that their brethren, on this occasion, wiU not cotter with flesh 
and blood, bat, being eonvinee^ of the neceaaijly of the mearare^ 
will, without hesitation and with the ntmoet alacrity and de- 
^tch, fill up the numbers proportiouod on tlie several towns ; 
in which ea.se we shall have the highest prospect of defeating 
the bloody designs of our unjust and cruel adversaries." ^ 

In paraoance of this purpose, eommittees were appointed in 
every town to assist and enooorage the enlistments ; a bounty, 
and a month's pay in advance, were offered as indnooments to 
soldiers to enroll thdr names ; and the sum of fifty thoosand 
pounds of the oorrency of the state was appiopriated to 
defray the accming expenses.* Yet the work progressed 
slowly ; and it was difficult to pers^uade peoi»le of the expe- 
diency or policy of draining tlie state so largely of it,s in- 
habitants, esi)ecially as their services might be needed at 
home. But, besides this objection, there was another, which 
weighed more heavily with many. The local jealousies which 
prevailed in the colonies have been already alluded to ; and 
these jealousies^ so fiv firom disiqjpearing with the transfer 
of the war to the south, seem rather to have been strength- 
ened, and to have burst fi>rth with accumulated rancor and 
vimlence. Hence, in alluding to this state of things, an offi- 
cer in the army wrote, " It has already risen to such a height, 
that the Pennsylvania and New England troops would as soon 
figiit each other as the enemy. Officers of all ranks are 
indiscriminately treated in a most contemptible manner, and 
whole colonies traduced and vilified as cheats, knaves, cow- 

* 

* Jour. H. of R. fbr June 17 and 1070} Hampshire, 742; Plymouth, 

90, 1770; Bradford, ii. 113. 111. 3S0 ; BriHtol, 362; York, 105; 

These troops were apportioned as fol- Won^ter, 1102 ; Cumbexlaiui, 39} 

l0ws: Suffolk oounty wai to raise 448 and Beikdiire, 261. 

niMi} ^BOK county, 467 J Midi&ies, * ^^adlbrd, ii. 114. 
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ardf, poltroons, hypocrites, and every term of reproacli, for CHAP, 
no other reason but because they are situated east of New ^* 
York. Every honor is paid to the merit of good men from 277& 
tiie soath ; the men% if such be possible, from the north is not 
80 readily acknowledged, but, if too apparent to be blasted 
with falsehood, is carefully boried in oblivion. The cowardice 
or roisbehaviop of the sonth is carefully covered over; the 
least misconduct in the gentlemen of the north is published 
with large comments and agi^ravations." ^ 

It is possible that these statements may be somewhat erag^ 
gerated, and that aUowanoe should be made for personal resent* 
ment and partisan zeal. Yet the fact remains that jealousies 
eocnted, which soured the temper and affected the views of 
the residents of different sections of the countrv. Nor is it sur- 
prisin*^. when the sensitiveness of the peo})le and the peculiar- 
ities of their position are considered, that a weakness which 
has always, to a greater or less extent, marked the character 
and conduct of mankind, should have exhibited itself among 
tfie patriots of America ; and, while it is not asserted that either 
party was exclusively to blame for yielding to this weakness, 
and that self-vindication was ]K'rfectIy proper, it is to l)e regret- 
ted that the New Englandcrs retorted upon their oiiponeuta 
such bitter reproaches. If their provocations were great, so 
should have been their forbearance; nor is it meanness of 
spirit which submits to indignities rather than resents them, 
when by a retaliatory course the evil is increased. Self-con- 
trol is the first lesson to be learned by those who are engaged 
in the strugLrle for freedom. But the passions of mai are 
rarely restricted within rational bouuds; and instances innu- 
merable, from the history of all ages, prove that. 

* Gordon's Am. Rev. ii. 1 13. Comp. rv, i. 277. The soldiers from New 

Reed*8 Reed, i. 239 ; Stedman's Am. flngland were eeOed " Yankees " by 

War, L 206. 207 ; Letter of Robert the sotithemers ; and they, in ttim, 

Moms, in Sparlu s Washington, iv. were c»Ued " Buckskins " by the New 

note} and Antdn's Life of Qer- Englanden. Thacfaei^ Jour. 6L 
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" We may outran 
By violent swiftnen tbat which we mn 
And loM by u mnuuiiu g." * 

If, however, it is admitted that the north was to blame, as 
well as the aoafhi and if the officers from New England in 
some cases merited censure for their unmilitary conduct * it 

must also be admitted tliat the soldiers, as a body, were as 
active aud as zealous as those from the other states. ^ And if 
a parallel is drawn between the merits of the colonies, based 
Qpon the aggregate of their enlistments in the service, the 
palm most nnqnestionably be awarded to New England. For 
Maasachnsette alone had ten thousand men in the field, while 
the whole armj numbered less than forty thousand.^ 

In addition to the five thousand called for in June, — three 
thousand of whom were sent to the northern department and 
Julys two thousand to \ew York, — earlv in the followiuL'' month 

I a. 

several other regiments wore ordered to New York, with a 
largo number of light horse and several artillery companies ; 



' J. Adams» Corresp. in Workii, such illiberal reflecCimi npon the 

iz. 460, says, "There is a nam)w eastern troops as yon say |trp\-a:l in 

■pint, in many people, wliich se<nns to N . I always have, and always 

consider this contest as the affair of 8hall say, that I do not bdieve nny of 

Boston and the MasHachusetts, not the states prfxluce Iwtter mm. l-"qual 

the atfair of the continent. All that iujuHtice is done them in otiier re- 

fhey have to do is to get the charao- speota; forno people fly to arms more 

ter of heroes hy their hmver}-, to we;ir })romptly, or come better cquipjyed or 

Knteel rniiibrms aud armor, and to witli more regularity into the field." 

thought to ky Bonton and Mama- Bradford, S. 128, note, 
duiaetts under vast ohli<;ations. For * Heath, Menis. 51, under (lite of 

my own part, I think the obligations Aug. 8, 1776, says the whole armv 

mutual ; nut if there ia a balmee, it did not exceed 40'.000, ofBeers inchi^ 

it clt' irly in favor of MaMadiusetts." cd, though rated in the new spapers at 

' Comp. Keed's Reed, L 240 ; 7U,0()0 strong; and WuMliinston, in 

Washington to hia brother, Nov. 19, a letter of the tame date, in Marahall, 

1776, in Sjnrks's Washington, iv. ii. tU'i. and Sparks's Wa««hinf^on, iv. 

184 ; Marshall's Washinj^on, ii. 473, 34, note, says that the numher in New 

474; Thachcr's Jour. 60, 61, 7(J; J. York was hut 17,22.j men, sick in- 

A(bms'« Corresp. in Works, ix. 434, eluded, though afterwanls augmented 

439, and note, in Works, iii. 87, 88. to 27.000. Conip. Lord Mahoo'a Hiat. 

• ** It i« paiiilul," wrote Washing- Eng. xL lOtJ. 
Urn, m Jan. 1777, me to hear 
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tad two more regimentB were ordered to Canada.^ To effect chap. 
the raising of thesei the legislatare was obliged to order a ^33l. 
levy of erery twenty-fifth man in the state ; and, while the 1776. 
troops for the northorn departmeut were principally muctored 
from tlie counties at the west, and from Middlesex and EsseJt, 
those for New York were from the counties of Suffolk, Plynh 
onth, and BristoL' But em these reqnisitioiis, great as they 
were^ tell not the whole story with reference to Hassaeho- 
lettB ; for, early in the fall, Washington solicited, and Congress s*^ s. 
requested, the enlistment of additional troopi', and every fifth 
man was ordered by the legislature to march to the nei^h))or- Sep. 10. 
hood of New York.^ The towns on the sea coast were ex- 
empted in this ordoTias their services might possibly be needed 
at home; and the detachment^ when raised, was placed nnder 
the command of Major Benjamin Lincoln, and marched to 
Fairfield, in Connecticut, with directions to report themselves 
at the head quarters of Washington.'' In the terms of their 
enlistment, it was stated that they were to serve in the New 
£ngland States, or in New York and Now Jersey ; and they 
were to remain in service for such time as the Court should 
determine^ though aasnranoe was given that they would prob- 
ably be discharged within throe months.' Indeed, scarcely a 
week elapsed in which there was not some call upon the civil 
auUioritiea, who were constantly in session, for 1 todies of tlie 
militia to march to head quarters near New York, or to Lake 
Ohamplain, or to the neighborhood of Kbode Island ; and 
'tiiere were firaqnent alarms within the state, which rendered 

» Jour. H. of R for July 3, 4, 5, ford, iL 114. 115; HoUand's Western 

•nd 9, 1776; Sparks's Wa-shington, Mass. i. 'Jl.'>. 

b. 42, 47 j Thacher'ii Jour. 63 ; Lin- ^ Jour. Coot Cong. ii. 322; Sporki's 

e(M Set Woroeeter, 114 ; Brad- Weilungtoiit W. i26, note; Jour. H. 

tedfS. 114. The two last were Whit- of R. for 17TG ; Lincoln'e Wometer, 

comb's and Phinnej-'s regimentAf and 116 ; Bradfonl, ii. 11 S. 

they set out early in Au^t Mar- * Sparks's Washington, iv, 125, and 

duul's and Whitney's regiments were note, I 'Jfi, 127, V29. 

ordered to Canadi July4. Jour. H. * Jour. H. of II. for Aug; 29* 

of K. for July i, 1776. 1776 j Bradford, iL 119. 

• J«NV. ILorR.fo 1776j Brad- 
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CHAP, it expedient to increase the forces at QoBton, or to station 
J7:^ companies along the Bea coast, i 

ins. HoBtilitiea had now oontiiiaed for more tai a year, and die 
eonaequenoea were b^ginnii^ to be Bsriooslj felt. Man j • 
&tfaer, who had a wife and litUe onee depending npon tim 
fer Bnpport, and whose means of snbeietence were the f>rodaels 

of his own toil, was comjK?lled to leave his lionie and farm, and 
shoulder his musket to join the army. Thus tlio culture of 
the soil was neglected ; commerce was checked ; business was 
at a stand ; the country was largely drained of its specie ; tiio 
• paper currency, aotaatitated in ita place, had so iar depreciated 
in Talne that many were reluctant to receive it for debts, and 
it was diiBcolt to procure with it ithe neoenariea of life.' 
Hence a financial gloom was rapidly settling down upon and 
overspreading the state, which became ftte more oppressive 
from the uncertainty t)f relief. Few had foreseen tliese enls ; 
nor was it easy to remove them while the energies of tiie peo- 
ple were principally absorbed in the struggle for their liber- 
tics. Many families in Massachusetts were in a suffering con- 
dition — deprived of their customary means of support, and 
obliged to depend npon the charity of others. 'Never was 
there a time when patriotism had been more tried, stnd when 
the call for self-sacrifice had been more imperative. And liie 
demand was met with commendable promptitude. For not 
only <li<l the General Cono^re.'«s resolve to sustain the curreney, 
and preterit against monopolies,^ but the legi^jlatui-e of the state 

' Jour. H, of R. for 1770 ; Sparks's * Tlic General ('oii';^-^'^'!, on the 

Washington, iy. 227; Bmdiurd, iL UUi of Jan. 1776, atid tiic 14th of 

120. Jan. 1777, p«ned feiolvett m &TOr of 

• Comp. Sparks's Washington, iv. 8ustaiuing the currency of the coun- 

113; and, on the dilticulties in Ma*- tr}> and coodcmning fclie cooduct qf 

■diuMtts, see Bradford, K. 190, 135, thone who obstnieted or dSsoouiaged 

&c. In the winter of l77f)-7, the in- its circulation. Jour, Cont. Coii^. iL 

habitants of Boston held a meeting to 22 ; iii 16 j Boetou (Jaxette ibr March 

lake into conrademtion the complaints 10, 1777. bi tin fidl of 1776, also, 

of the pr)orer chusg retpeeting monop- the General Court of Massnchusutts 

olicH, and the hij^h prices off artielesui apjiointed a committee to nn vi others 

common use. from Connecticut, lihode Iblaud, and 
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mna^t to devise metBores ibr tiie pvblic relief; ^ snd not only oha^. 
did the towns cooperate with them in carrying out these meas- 
Tires,' but private liberality was abundantly displayed, and 177^. 
those who had large means contributed of their affluence to 
those who had less.^ Such generous oondnct is worthy of all 
praise ; nor should it be forgotten that* as the clouds gath- 
ered, «id tin storm in its fiuy -swept over the land, the noble 
purpose which animatsd all so fSn outweighed inferior im* 
pulses as to prompt philanthropy to succor the needy, and 
Christian liberality to answer with cheerfulness the numerous 
calls upon its benevolent regards. 

The treatmoit to which " tories/' or "loyalists^" should be 
subjected, was a point of considerable ddicacj and difficulty. 
That most of thoee desBgnstod by Aese tenns were sincere 
in tbdr opinions, the candid of our day will doubtless con- 
cede ; for they proved their sincerity by submitting their 
persons to the severest indignities, and their prQ{)erty to 
confiscation.'* They were naturally regarded with suspi- 
cion and dislike ; for how could they sympathise with the 

Vtm Htmpilibe, at Ptovidence, for opposed by many of the citizens. Real 

the adojition of mca-sures for tlir pul)- l-unner, No. 4, in X. Y. Jour. ; PeiQ- 
lie relii-f ; but the presence of the bcrton's Jour, in 1 M. U. CoU. ii* 
BritiMh prevented the meeting, and a 158} Bradford, ii. _l72 j Jour. H. of 
new one was appointed at Snringfield R. for 1778 and 1770. 
in the <»]mnf7. at wii'.ch New York was ' See the publislied histories of the 
aliio represented, and a pLui wan re- ditterent towns. Pro\T8ion8 of this 
mrted w hieh afforded some reliet kind were made every year durin}; the 
Trumbull MS. Letter Book B, 101, war, and were of great si n-ice to tljose 
under date Feb. 20, 1777 j Austin's who would have otherwise i>eri!*hed 
life of Oerry, L 219-223, 264 } Jour, from abadute want 
H. of R, for 1776, 1777 ; Bradford, ' Comp. Boston Gazette for March 
n. .121 ; Holland's Western Mass. i. 10, 1777, where the liberality of the 
* Ahnon'a Remembrancer, v. 57- citizens of Roxburv is eommended. 
02; Biadford, fi. 181. In 1777, ao Inatanoes of sach bVmlity were not 
act to " prevent monopoly and op- uncommon : and thou-jh there were 
piession " was passed m Masuwchu- occaKional examples of individual neif- 
getts, and anetioned by the townaj ishnesft, thev were sternly rebuked, 
and, in 1778 and I7f9, re«,nilatin^ * The adniimblo work of Lorenzo 
statutes were jiasned by the General Sabine, Ktw., on the American loyal- 
Congress, and a plan was adopted and ists, is wortny of being consulted by 
CanSdnltO effect by moat of the east- all who desire extinled informa&NI 
em !ttates, which was approved by the relathre to this class of persona. 
l^;ialature of Massachusetts, though 
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CHAP, canse of their country? and if not in its favor, they must 
certaiuly be opposed. In such case, the questiou arobe, Should 

I778L they be left unmolested, would not their countenance be giyen 
to the enemy 7 And would it be politic to allow them to act 
' in this manner ? It is not snrpridng, in view of these factSi 
that stringent measures should have been advocated and 
adopted. A different result oould hardly have been expected. 
And if these measures, in some cases, appear to have been too 
stringent, and the rpinedial process to liave savored of revenge, 
it sliould be remembered that there were olteu circumstiinces 
which aggravated resentment, and that inexcusable inatauoea 
of treachery were detected which demanded to be promptly 
and summarily checked.^ 

itm. i. The General Congress, at a quite early date, feeling tiie 
importance of this subject, earnestly debated it; and, while 
they adTised tiiat the honest but misinformed should be treat* 
ed with lenity, "speedy and efl'ectual measures" were recom- 
mended to be taken to "frustrate the niist-liievous machina- 
tions" of the "unworthy."* The couise of Massachusetts 
was in accordance with these resolves ; and when a number 
of tories, who had fled to Halifax upon the- evacuation of 
Boston, Tentured to return, and threw themseives upon the 
mercy of the goYemment, for the public secnrity^they were 
taken into custody, and most of them were imprisoned for 



* Vi^lanoe wu reqwired in all at least, not to oppose iheau "ViB 

partes of the state to frostiate the that ii not for us is ngaiiiKt lu," was 

schemes of those whose loyalty went their maxim ; and the conduct of ail 

•o fiur as to lead them to act against nati<ms has confirmed its necessity. 

the patriot cause ; and It-jnoiection In the midst of the excitement Jnd- 
sanctioned the exerdBc of ^u(•h vipi- di-nt to a revohilion. speculative iMfr 
lance. Our sympathies may jirompt tinctions have very httle power o>er 
OS to deplore the iniafortunefl of those the mind. Men net promptly, and 
whose chief offence was thrir loy.ilty ; take such mcasiiros as >*cem to hv war- 
but this sympathy should not induce ranted at the time, without Ktoppin^ 
a ftn^getralness of the ftct that the to inTeatigateuidindual or exception- 
patriots were equally lioncst, and that, al cases. 

as the Americans as a^ieople had sol- ' Jour. ConU Cong, it 6, 7. See 

emnly renounced their auegianee to alaoilMd. iL 88} and comp. (^lloway'a 

the kins:, every resident nf the coun« ^•■""»«"fiti""i Lood. 1119, p. 6y note, 
try was expected to coincide wilh, at. 
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aeveral months. Their condoct was likewise jealously watched, chap. 
. and it was some time before confidence was folly restored.^ ^^3^ 

It was at a later date, however, that tlic t^rcatej^t disturl)- 1777 
ances prevailed, and all who persisted in abetting the royul- 1778^ 
ists were treated with a severity proportioned to their of- 
fence. In some cases, they were seized by a company of 
armed men, and eondncted to the "liberty pole," with which 
every town was graced, under which they were compelled to 
recant, and give bonds for their future pfood conduct.* In 
others, tliey were inprloriously tipj)ed from the cart's tail, and 
couimauded forthwith tu depart from the neigliborhood.^ In 
others, they were treated to a substantial coat of tar and 
feathers.^ The more obstinate were imprisoned ; and those 
who refused on any terms to yield were published in the 
papers as enemies to the country.^ Of all crimes, that of 
aiding? the enemies of America was viewed with the greatest 
abhorrenee ; and those who were guilty were sternly rebuked, 
and held up ad objects of merited censure.' 

As the condition of the army was exceedingly disconraguig, 
and the necessity for recruiting it had been pressed upon Con- 
gress, the provisions for the ensuing campaign, thanks to the 
energy of General Washington, were made on a larger scale 
than ever before — eighty-eight regiments, or seventy thousand 

men, being ordered to be raised for three years, or during the 

- J » o 8«p. IS. 

war.^ The quota of Massachusetts was fifteen battalions; 

toriea. la September, 1778k alMH Ml 

act was pa58ea to prevent the n'tiim 
of certain refugees; and in April and 
September, 1779, acts of eoimteatioii 

were passed. Jour. II. of It. for 
1778 and 1779; Boston Gazette for 
May 19, 1777; Bradford, u. 171; 
Brooks's Medford, 171, 172. 

' Jour. Cont. Cong. ii. 336 ; Pem- 
bertou's Jour, in 1 M. Ii. ColL ii. 78 j 
Jour. Mam. H. of R. for Oct 9, 1776 1 
Gallowav's Examination, Ixind. 1779, 
p. 19; Sstedman's Am. War, I 228; 
Alarshall's Waahiugton, ii. 467 1 




» Bradford, u, lOS. 
' Thacber's Jour. 21. 

"Tu ywt In Mibmi In flm^ 
BlMli ran on khW badw todiiiM; 
Sran, roolwl fa groTw cf fdlomb 
An fcrowing for uw ftatuM gnUows} 
And fMw «tlMlehed,wh«a pincluid hi fta)r, 
Sudl mr th» aMttwrtnir of tlwt da.T.* 

TRUXBtru.'^ M'Fingal. 

' Ro'iton Giuette for Apr. 21, 1777 } 
Barrv's liiht. Hanover, 1 13. 
« thaidier^ Jour. 21. 
» Thacht-r's Jour. 21. 
' In May, 1777, an act of tbe Gen- 
' Court waa paaiad idaliTe to the 



Digitized by Google 



138 



A NEW ABXT RAISED. 



CHAP, and, soon after, a requisition was made for three more regi- 
menta and a battalion of arlUlery — making, in all, about 
1779. thirteen thowaad men, or more than one siztli of the whole 
eetabliahmenU To ftcOitate tbto amngement, and to pro- 
Oat. 15. mote its effectiveness, a oommittee was appointed to Tisit Oen- 
eral Washington, and, if necessary, to proceed to Philadelphia, 
to consult with Congress upon the subject of bounty and 
wages for the soMiors.* Tlie difticiilty of enlisting men had 
been eyery whore felt, and in few of the states was a similar 
ooorse pursued.^ Hence, when the committee waited upon 



Works of J. Adamis iiL 82-84; 
Heath's Mems. 115; Thacher's Jour. 
61 ; Bradford, iL 132. The propoT' 
tioiw of the difiaBOt 
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Ononceticut, 

New York, . 

New Jersey, . 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, • 

M:\rylanfl, 

Vir:,'ini;i, . 

North Carolina, 

South Omjlina, 

Georgia, . . 
«The trticlos of 
ams. " and the inst 
duri^ the war, were all my work.** 

^ £ addhkm fo these 88 battal- 
ions, 16 more More ordered to he 
raised, and 6 ** out of the contioeat 
at large,"— in all, 110, --with 3000 
horse, 3 regiments of artillen', and a 
company of engineers. Of these ad- 
ditional' battahons, three were to be 
laised by Massachusetts, which wi re 
known as Jackson's. T.ee's, and Himi- 
ley's regimeuU* ; and the Ijuttalion of 
artillery from XIassachusetts n-na 
known as Armand's legion. Heath's 
Mems. 1 16 i J. Adams's Corresp. in 
Works, is. 4M { Jour. H. of B. fiv 
1776, &c. 

* On the 20th of September, Oon- 
gnes vffcinttd a oommittee of three 
— Btiger Shermaiii Ettnidge Oeizy, 



ters at New York, to inquire into the 
itale of the army ; and their repoit 
was made October 3, debated for sev- 
eral da}'8, and adopted on the 8th. 
Jour. Qmt Gong. vL 860, 878, 879 1 
Austin's Life of Gerr>-. i. 214, 21«, 
The General Coxut of Massochusetti 
appotBted their oommittees to visit 
the canijxs at N\ w York and llconde- 
roga on the 15th of October. Joui; 
H. of R. for 1776, 120, 122, 131. 

• Galloway, Enanination befort' die 
House of Commons, Lond. 1779, 19, 
20, asserts iJut Congress actually 
railed in 1777 only 16,000 men, not 
because tlie Cony^ri Ns hrirl altered their 
resolution, but Ix-cuusi.- the men were 
not to be had. They made every e^ 
ertion, as usual ; but they had lost in 
the Canada expedition, at Boston, 
where they were extremely slddy^ 
killed in Ixittle in the sevenu engage- 
ments with the British trooft, taken 
pneonem, and by deadis b the miB- 
tary hospitaN southward of New Y'ork, 
I think I may safely say, upon good 
mquirv, nearly 40,000 men. ITie p€<H 
pie, a\no, at that time, were more 
averse to the measures of Congress 
than the year before." On p. IG, he 
also says, " I had very good opportu- 
nities of knowinfj the state of tJie 
middle colonies, m wliich 1 include 
New York, New Jersey, FeDittvlTaaii, 
Maryland, the Delaware counties, and 
Virginia. Gentlemen of fortune and 
integrity, on whom I ihould nly, 
oama to nu at Phfladfilphli, ftoni 
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Wa^ogton, and inquired whether aif enlistment for one jrear chap. 
would not safiioe, he replied, with warmth, ** Good God I gen- 
ttlemen, oar cause is mined if yon engage men for only a m 
year. Yon must not think of it If we hope for mtcecss, we 

must have men enlisted for the whole term of tlie wai ." ' lie 
had already suffered from the want of regular troops, and was 
determined, if possible, to prevent the recurreace of ihi^ evil 
in the futai-e. 

The appomtmcnt of a board of war was another important Oct M. 
flwyemeot ; and this board was authorized to provide military 
stores and firearms for the loe of the soldiers stationed in the 
state, as well as for those who were ordered abroad.* Several 
Ivrther detachments of the militia were likewise called for 
before the year closed, to sti*eugthen the army at tlic north Not. 
and in New York, and to assist in protecting the state of £©0. 
Khode Island, which was attacked by a party of Jiritisii, Bis 
thousand strong, in a fleet from New York.^ To induce those 

24, 1776; Hcuth's Mcms. 116; 
Bradford, ii. 124. This hoard was 
found lo serviceable that it was re> 
newed annually for aevenl xe-arn. 
The memlHTs for the year 1776-7 
wore Jami's IJovvdoin, George Whit- 
comb. Joseph Palmer, Hennk* Hrom- 
t\v\(\, Samufl P. Saxti}^, Janit's Pres- 
cutt, Samuel A. Otis, Jonathan Jack- 
8on, and Jonathan Glorer. Jour. H. 
of R for Oct 30, 1776. 

* Sir William Howe to Lord Q, 
Ocrmune, Nov. SO and Dec. 20, 
1776 ; liord George Oermnitic to Sir 
William Howe, Jan. 14 and March 
1777 ; Sparks'* Wadnn|(ton, tv. 161, 
240; Bradford, ii. 12o, 126. 12s. Tlie 
British broops were oomroauded by 
Ocneml duttoiit Lord Pferejr, M^or 
General Prescott, and others; and 
the militia from Connecticut and Ma*- 
enchuHetts raised to oppose them, 
were placetl under the coniniiuid flf 
Major General Lincoln, who ha<l been 
sent on some time before to reeuibroa 
the oontinantid vaof «t New Yodu 



Norfolk, in Virgtnia, Williamsburf», 
Fredericksburi^, the distant county of 
BoU'tourt, Tort Pitt, and from the 
intennediate parts of New York, New 
Jerwy, M iryland, and the Delaware 
countit'*^, from whom I made it my 
particular bmineftd to learn the slate 
of the disjKj'iition of tlic people of 
those colonies as well at liiat time as 
in the year 1776, when Sir Willuim 
Howe was at Tn-nton. And I was 
informed by all of thum that the jxin- 
ie extended thnmi^ all those parts, 
and at that time very fi-w indeed en- 
tertained hopes of sup^Hirting the in- 
depe n denee* The reader moat ob- 
scne tli.it thest' are not the sUite- 
meuts of a Iriend of America, but of 
floe who wu a kyafist at heart, and 
allowance must Ik? made accordingly. 

' Bradford, ii. 123 ; Winsor's Dux- 
burj. 136. According to the latter, 
Mr. Tlutrid^, of Duxbury, was one 
of the committee from Massachusetts; 
and it was to hini that the exclamu- 
taon in the text wiw made. 

* Jour.lLof B. for Oct. 23 and 



Digitized by Google 



140 



BKLISTM£2iTS IN MASSACaUSEITS. 



CHAP, who had enlisted from Massachusetts, and whose term of ser- 
would soon expire, to remain for a longer time, commit- 
177ft. tees were sent to New York and Canada ; but only a few could 
be persuaded to remain^ and many returned as soon as tha 
period of their enlistment was dosed.' 

The departure of «uch numbers of the troope fitnn Hassar 
chuf^t'tts awakened appruliensioiis for the safety of its own 
borders ; and, as n()>t<)n was left conijmratively defenceless, 
and a lunior was in circulation that the enemy designed to 
avail themselves of this opportunity to march through the 
country to its attack, the two regiments stationed in the capi- 
ta, tal and in the harbor wore engaged to continue in the service 
Ihr a short time longer, and two additional regiments were 
ordered to be raised. All these different establishments 
amounted to more than one half of the militia of the neigh- 
borhood, besides a large number fiom other counties in the 
State.' 

The troops for the main army came in slowly ; and the 
General Court, to hasten their enlistment, proposed to offior 
an additional bounty ; but Congress discouraged the plan, as 
it would render it necessary for the other states to adopt a 
similar course, and some of them, it was believed, would not 
consent. Congress, indeed, offered a bounty of twenty dol- 
lars and a tract of land to each soldier enlisting ; but as the 
latter was a distant good, and not valued as it should have 
been, it produced little efi'ect.^ Massachusetts, accordingly, 
1777. assumed the responsibility of ofl'ering, in addition to the bouur 
''Sk^ of Congress, the sum of twenty pounds, to be paid in two 
equal instalments, and provided that the depreciation of paper 
received in payment of their wages should be made up by the 



* Smrks's Washington, iv. 172, 
253; IJradfonl, ii. 125. 

• Gen. James Warren to E. Gcrr)*, 
Jan. 15, 1777, in Austin's Life of Ger- 
I7,L SSM{ Bradford, ii 12ft, 128. 



' Jour. Cont, Cong. ii. 33(); Jour. 
Maw. H. of R. for Oct 21, 1776; 
Stodraan's Ara. War, i. 228 ; Alninn's 
Kemembrancer, iv. 239} Thacher's 
JouK. 6L 
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state, and in mnny caseB fornished the men with clothing at chap. 
ft fixed pricey which prevented the loss that would have been J^:^ 
otherwise soffinred, had their whole oompensation been received 1779. 
in oontinental biUs.^ 

In pnrsnance of this arrangement, foor regiments were or- 
ganized, early in the new year, and, by the advice of Washing- j^i* 
ton, ordered to tlie nortliward, wliere the movements of the 
British indicated an intention of renewing tlie war, and where 
the American array had been reduced so low as to be scarcely 
adequate to the defence of Ticonderoga.^ The remaining 
reghnents were filled with greater difficulty ; nor were th^ 
completed until the following summer, although the people Mi^ 
were urged to enlist by all tiie considerations which could Jum. 
operate with free and patriotic citizens > The addresses of the 
General Court were fervid and earnest. "We entreat vou," J*"* 38» 
was their language, " for the sake of that religion, for tlie en- 
joyment whereof your ancestoi-s fled to this country, for the 
sake of your laws and future felicity, to act vigoroosly and 
firmly in this critical situation of your country ; and we doubt 
not but that your noble exertions, under the smiles of Heaven, 
will insure you that success and fi^eedom due to the wise man 
and the patriot" * The officers of the militia and the select- 



* Resolves of March 22, April 30, ' Boston Gazette for May 19, 1777| 

May 10, and June 4, 1777, in Jour. Auttin'R life of Gtm , i. 257; J.Ad- 

H. of K. for 1777; Boston Gazette nnis's Corrct]). in Wf)rks, ix. UM. In 

for Jan. 6 and Feb. 24, 1777; May, 1777, it wasestiiruUed that Mas- 

Sparkfl's Wakhtngton, W. 817, note} n^aieCts had in its ixiy 12,000 men, 

BlissV Rehnhntli. M7 ; T^rudtbnl, ii. besides militia and those engn^ied on 

12i^, 130. Wa&hingtuu diiKijipi-oved tbe sea coast within its own jurisdio- 

of tins act Spatks's Washington, iv. tion. Bradford, ii. 188w 

173. * Niles'.s PrinciplL-^ ind Acts of the 

MIeath's Mcms. 116, 117; Al- Kev. 253-2od; Biadlbrd, iL IJL 
men's Kemembrenoer, r. 70, 179; There were great oompUunts of the 
Spaiki^'s Washington, iv. 279, 361. eztortiona of the sutlers during the 
General Knox w.'is in Bostmi in Fel>- prcnous campaign; and this wa.s one 
ruary of this ytar, to expidile the reawn why many soldiers were re- 
raising of a IwttJilion of artillery in luctant to enlist. Letter of S. I'hil- 
Ma^sachusetts. The fimr regiments Up-^, .Tun., to E. (irrry, Feli. 22, 
auned in the text were under the 1777, iu Austiu's Lile oi Gerry, i. 206 
command of Generals Brewer, Fran- et teq. 
cis, Hrad ord, and MwnhalL Brad- 
ford, ii. 130, note. 



Digitized by Google 



142 



PBEPAaATIOVS FOR DEFENCE. 



CHAP, men of the towns wero reqnestod to assist in this work ; and, 
^^^^^^ as every seventh man was called for, the proportion of each 
im. town was definitely fixed, and a toboIto was passed that the 
men should be raised. In some places, the citizens were 
dvangbted or taken by lot; and aU such were obliged to 
jom the army in person or famish a snbetitute.' 

The apprehension that the British fleet, which was stationed 
at Newport, and which was preparing to leave, was destined 
for Boston, awakened for a time serious alarm, and led to the 
IvmS. passage of an onkr tliat tlie forta in the harbor should be 
repaired and manned ; that a supply of provisions, intrench- 
ing tools, and military stores of every kind should be obtained, 
and lodged in magaainea for the seenrilj of the state, and that 
the militia of the neighborhood should be " pnt upon the most 
lespectable footing,'' and oalled for the defence of the town 
withoat deky ; but, as tiie eneniy went to a diiforent quarter, 
they wore soon dismissed, though two rcg-inicnts wore retained, 
and t'ral companies, in the service of tlie state, were sta- 
tioned in the seaboard towns during the year.^ 

The naval armament of Massachusetts, including several 
privateers, and the laiger vessela commissioned by Congress, 
were still soooessM in thmr cmises on the coast and in the 
latitude of the West Indies ; and richly-laden ships, bound 



' Boston Gazette for June 30, 1 7 7 7; raised and stationed at different placet 

Sparkn's Wa8hington, it. 426, note ; round tba harbor of Bottoo, aad the 

Bmdfonl, iL 131, 13d. The troopa two coothieatal Kg^BMnta on the tli^ 

from Hurnpshire and Berkshire were tion. 

ordcrt'tl to inarch bv the Council Feb- " Jour. H. of R. for 1777, p. 1 1 j 




ga and lUuMle Island, hv the Coutuil, Bradford, u. 132, 133. I3.'>, lari. The 

April 12. In March, also, coinuunies town giirrison vnis couuniuidcd liy 

mre ord e r ed to be raised, anu sta- Major Andrew SAinmcs ; and Gener- 

tioned at Falmoutli, (',iik:> Kli/abeth, al Heath took the pbce of Genrral 

Kilter}', Newbur)i>orl, Gioucesier, 8a- Ward as commander-in-chief — the 

]em,SlubJehead,P^riiiouth,and JJart- latter having resigned bin commia* 

nMUthtbeaideatliecompanieaakeady Mm, and ben elected to the CouneiL 
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ftom these idands to Europe^ with others on their voyage obap. 
from Great Britain to New York to famish the enemy with 

stores and clothing, were captured by the Americans. By 1777. 
the.^e piiccesses, whicli were highly encouraging, tlie troops 
were supplied with necessary articiee which could not have 
beegu otherwise easily obtained ; and a calcnlation was made^ 
in England, thati from July, 1775, to Jamiary, 1777, the Amer- 
icans had captured English merchant ships to the valne of a 
million and a half sterling, besides a number of transports and 
provision vessels destined for the British troop^.^ Nor was it 
only from this quarter that supplies were received ; for, in 
oonseqnence of the application of Franklin and Deane, who 
were at Paris, several shipe arrived from France, laden with 
woollen and linen goods, and lai^ quantities of hardwarci 
firearms, and military stores. One of tiiese, the Amphitrite, 
which touched at rortamouth, had on board sixtv-one hundred 
stands of arms ; and, as tlie troops from Massachusetts were on 
the eve of marching for Ticonderoga, the General Court ap- 
plied for these arms ; their request was granted, and the new 
tecmits, many of whom had been delayed from the want of 
muskets, were speedily equipped and sent on th^ way.' 

In the summer of this year, an expedition was projected for Jxm,. 
the defence and relief of tlie people of St. John and other 
places on the Bay of Fundy, who were Mendly to the United 

' Stedman's Am. War, i. 2o9; Al- ii. 133, 134, 136. But 5000 stands 

mon's Keoiembrancer, iii. 343; iv. were granted to Massachusetts; the 

812-818; r. 51, 108-110 } Bndlbrd, i««t were otherwise ditpoeed of. The 

iL 133. No town's, proliably, did troops for Ticonderof^a were from 

more tlian Salem and uevcrly in fit- Hampshire and Berkshire ; and luOO 

ting out veswls during the war ; and of militia of those counties were 

it appears that, at a later date, firom ordered out in April, and marched to 

Marcn 1 to November 1, 17H1, there New York. Before this date, the 

were httcd out from these jMrts at struggling states received much for- 

kait 02 vends, mounting 746 guns, eign aasistanoe, obtained both ftom 

and manned by 3940 seamen. Salem indinduals in France and from the 

Gazette, passim; Niles's I'rinciples French government ; and private 

and Acts of the Re?. 376 ; Felt's Ilist merchants in several of the sea- 

Salem, iL 267-278» where the paitio- porti, sent secretly caigoes of mil- 

nlan* are ffiven. itar\- stores to this countiy. Diplo- 

' Ueath 8 Mems. 117 ; BnMlfbrd, macy of the U. S. 19. 
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PERILOUS POSITION OF AFFAIRS. 



(CHAP. States, and culled for assistance. This expedition was pro- 
posed with the consent of the General Concrress. but was 
1777. performed by the people and goveroment of Massacbasetts, 
and a r^guneat was raised in Maine, with a sufficient naval 
force to aid in its operations ; but nnexpected difficulties arose^ 
and the expedition was abandoned in its original form, though 
a single company from Maine, without ezdttng alarm in the 
BritiBh at Halifax, proceeded, some montlis after, to the head 
of the Bay of Fundy, took a small fort, and brouglit oiT sev- 
eral families. The Indians in that riuarter appeared to be 
friendly ; and some of them were taken into the pay of the 
state, and served with a battalion raised for the defence of 
the eastern frontiers.) 

jidf «. The anniyersBiy of the dedaration of independence was 
celebrated in Boston with great parade. By order of the 
General Court, a sermon was delivered by Dr. Gordon, in the 
morning, before the representatives and councillors, and other 
public characters both civil and military ; a grand salute was 
fired on the occasion ; the militia were jiaraded ; a public din- 
ner was given ; fireworks were exhibited in the evening ; and- 
other demonstrations of gratitude and joy signalized the fe^ 
tivities, and attested the zeal and patriotism of the people.* 

Yet the position of aiSairs was certainly perilous ; and the 
success of the British, under General Burgoyne, at the north- 
ward and in Canada, had been such as to inspire the liveliest 
alarm. Hence, as it was justly apjM-ehcnded that, should they 
succeed in reaching Albany, and be joined by tlie Ibrces sta- 
tioned at l^cw York, the southern and northern states would 
be so separated that it would be easy to subdue them, no time 
was lost in laboring to prevent this catastrophe ; and it was 
immediately resolved to send additional troops to reenforoe 

Mji. Gates. Abeady had the General Court ordered thither a 

* Joor. KoTR. finr Aug. 8, 1777t ' Jour. &. of R. ftr 1777, 45, 

Willinmftnn'K Moin^ n. 4Mi Bnd- 61; Ba^^ton Gazette for Jiiljr 7, 1777 1 



ford, iL lati, 139. 



Brad&ud, iL 140. 
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• CAFTUBI OF BUBOOTVl. 14B 

portion of the troops from Hampshire and Berkdiiro, vith char. 
others from Worcester, Middlesex, Suffolk, Eseez, and York, 

after the abandonment of Ticonderoga ; ^ and, rolyinG: upon 1777. 
*' the public virtue, and the uiil>oiinded love of freedom and of 
their country with which the militia of the state had always 
been inspired," it was now ordered, at the solicitation of Wash- Ang. 8. 
ington, that the residue of the troops from the western oonn- 
ties should follow, — with the exception of those from the 
sonth part of Worcester, — and one half of those from Mid- 
dlesex and E8,«ex.* In the absence of these forces, sovci'al 
companies of militia from Suifolk. and Middlesex were called 
out to protect the capital, and to guard the military stores 
deposited there and at Cambridge and Watertown.' 

This moTement had the desired effect ; and, after Bnrgoyne 
— >the '^fiiTorite of the oonrt of London, fonned by nature 
with an active, enterprising disposition, and animated by a 
most extravagant love of glory — had penetrated the coun- 
try 80 far that he could not retreat witliout disgrace, a detach- 
ment from his army of fifteen hundred men, under Colonel 
Banm, was enoonntered by the gallant Stark near Bennington, A118.IA. 
with a body of two thousand militia, and defeated ; ' subse- 
quently a more general engagement took place near Saratoga, Sep. 19. 
in wliich the Americans were victorious ; a third encounter, a 
few weeks later, also resalted in iavor of the Americans ; and, Oct. 7. 



' Jour. H. of It Ibr June 27, 1777 1 
HoUancrs Western 1Cbm.L} Uamit' 
ton's Workfi, I ai. 

* Joor. H. ofR. for Auf,'. 6 and 8, 
1777; Sj)ark.h's "Wa^hinuton, v. 18, 
30; Heath's Mims. 123; Thachor's 
Jour. 83, 84; Bradford, ii. 141-143. 

■ Sparko'fl Wasliington, iv. 500. 

* Ahht- Robins, New Tmvels 
through Americat 09. 

* mark Rent to ManachnscttA, as 
a present, one bra^s drum, a firearm 
anfl Invoupt, and a <^fnadipr's cap 
and lie»4>ian sword, as purt of Uie tro- 
phies taken by him at Bennington; 

YOL. in. 10 



and these mterestinff veHcs may stiO 

be seen on the walls of the senate 
chamber, where they were placed bv 
order of the General Cbttrt JotuvlL 
of 11. for Dec. i, 1777. Tlie whole 

army of lhirf:fnync h said to hare con- 
Risted of "173 regular ti-oops, Eu{^lish 
and German, excIusiTe of a Corj)s of 
artillery, and TOO or 800 men under 
the orJerM of Colonel St. Leger. All 
his officers were men of appfored 
merit; and he vras jr iv'ded with a 
conssiderablc train of artillerj', and 
ammunition of ever}' sort. Abb6 
Robin's New Tnmls, S9. 
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BBCBET SXPEDITION TO KHODB ISL^HD, 



GHAP. twelve days later, the proud genoml, w]io bad boasted of his 
prowesB, was compelled to snrxeDder ; hia troops were inarched 
1777. to the Tidiiily of Boston, and quartered in barracks on Win- 

^ ter and PMspect Hills. This was '*tfae taming point of the 
war of revolation in America and the greater part of the 
American army, after the victory, was ordered from Saratov 
to join (ienerul WasLingtou, and went into winter qaartera 
at Valley Forj^e.' 

8«p. 17. The secret expedition, planned by the legi.-'lature of Massa- 
chusetts before the capture of General Burgoyne, was d^ 
signed for an attack npon the enemy at Newport, in the hope 
of forcing them to leave that place. To effect this purpose^ 
three thonsand men were raised, from the counties of Bristol, 
Pljnnonth, and Barnstable, and the sonthem parts of Suffolk, 
Middlesex, and Worcester ; and these, with the state recrinient 
of artillerv, under Colonel Crafts, and the militia of Ma^pa- 
chusetts, under Major General ilancoek, were placed under 
General Spencer, of Connecticut, and marched to Providence, 
and from thence to Tiverton, where the stone bridge now 
stands ; bat the expedition was unsaccessfol, though the ofBoer 



• Jour. H. of R. for Dec. 12, 1777 ; 
Pari. Debates for 1779, 420 et seq. ; 
Boston Gazrtte for Aug. 25, Sent. 1 
and 2H. Oct. 0, 13, and 27, and I)fC. 
1, 1777 ; Bur«;()\iie'« Narr. in Lib. 
Mass. Hist. S(K-. ; Pcmhorton's Jour, 
in 1 M. 11. a>U. ii. lOU, 116. 122- 
124 ; Ahl)^' llohin's New Travels, 59 
-fi7; StedmaJis Am. War, i. :i'V2, 
336, 344 et seq.; liistorical Anec- 
dotal relative to the Am. War, Load. 
1779, 26 ot 80(1. ; Gordon's Am. Rew 
iL 248-269 ; Almoa's Kemembianoer, 

391 et seq. ; 1 M. H. ColL il 25- 
30; Niles's I'rinciples and Acts of 
the Kev. 94, 95; Heath's Memg. 
125, 127, 129-135; Snarks's Wash- 
ington, V. 42, 104 ; Thaclu r's Jour. 
91 ct ftcq. ; Lord Mahon'^ Hist. Kng. 
vL 169 et neq. Wa-^hinf^ton, Writ- 
il^gB, V. 140, contrast* the conduct of 
tha T'ii*^*^H and louthani ^^ tppif t , who 



were reluctant even to raise men for 

their own protection, with the gallan- 
try of New York and the Now Knjr- 
land States, who poured llu'ir troop* 
into the northtMn department until 
the surrfndiT of BurfrnMir, 'Ylw ] tis- 
oner« taken at t>Hral()ga, knii\»n ns 
the " convention pri»onePs" were held 
in duress until the spring; of iTTi) 1 1- 
fore tlicy were exchanged and per- 
mitted to return to Kigland; and 
during' thi<^ time frequent diificiillies 
occurred with them, which called for 
the aetHm of the General Court and 
the Continental Congress. Jour. H. 
of 11. for 1778 and 1779; Jour. ConL 
Cong. ; Heath's Mcms. ; Sjxirks's 
Washington ; Manhall's Wa>hingtoii, 
&c. J. W. Thornton, Esq., Ims in 
his possension the original document 
^gnied hj Bmgoyne mi hit offioen. 



Digitized by Google 



JOyEHBMB OF THB WAIU 



147 



wbo conducted it "did his dutj, and all that ma in Iubchap. 

power." ' • ^^3^ 

The prosecution of the war on the part of the Americans 1777. 
had thus far been attended with enormous expense, so that 
the country was burdened with debt ; and, to provide for its 
payment, the General Congress reconunended to the states to Oti»t. 
raise by tax five millions of dollars, and apportioned to Ma«* 
sachnsetts eight hundred and twenty thousand dollars.^ To 
meet thii^ demand, the GciktuI Court voted to raise seventy-five 
thousand pounds by loans, and two hundred and tifty-four thou* 
sand seven hundred and eighteen ]x>unds by tax ; and, as Massa- 
chusetts had already advanced large sums to the United States^ 
a committee was appointed for the acyustment of these claims.* 
The enlistments foK the army also required attention ; and, as 
the period for which the militia at Rhode Island and the 
companies on the sea coast had engaged was about to expire, 
it was ordered that two regiments should be raised for one 



> Jour. H. of It for Se])t 13 and 
17, and Nov. 26, 1777; PemlKrton's 
Jour, in 1 M. II. Coll. ii. 1126; Gor- 
don's An. Rev. u. 270, 271 ; Brad- 
ford, ii. 143 ; Peterson's R, Islaud^ 
219 J Winiior'0 Buxbun , 137. A 
rinnkr enterpriM wu ]>roji^ted in 
Feb. 1777; out, after considerable 
prepanition, it was laid aside as im- 
practical)ie with the force tlieu at 
Otmunand. 8prks*s ^^'a5hingtx)n, iv. 
313, and note; Bradford, ii. 137. 

* Jour. ConU Cong, il 374 j Jour. 
H. of R for Jan. 28, 1778; Pember- 
ton's Jour, in 1 M. H. ColL il 127, 
128; Stedinan*s Am. War, i. 228; 
Almon's Itememhranci r, iv. 219; \\. 
99 ; Niles's Principkh and Acts of the 
Rev. Ill: Bradlord, ii, 152. The 
assessineutii were apportioned as lol- 

New ll.tmi)s}iire, . . . $200,000 
MassachuMettA, . . . »2U,U(»0 
B^Ialaod and^Provi- ^ ^^^^^^^ 

Connpoticut, .... 600,000 
New York, 200,000 



New Jersey, . 
Pennsyh-ania, . 
J )elaware, . . 
Man-land, • . 
Virginia, . . 
North Carolina, 
South CmwHiiii, 



270,000 
620.000 

60,000 
020,000 
800,000 
250,000 
600,000 

60,000 



6,000,000 

• Jour. H. of R. for Jan, 28, Feb. 
19, and June 18, 1778; Bradford, IL 
124, 162. On the 22d of October, 
1777, a tntt was reported in tiie 
latare of MaaKachusett^ for aMewuig 
a tax of £3().>.0}2 14s. 3d. »i;.on the 
wveral towns, tlwc, in tiie tilule, for 
defranng the public charge, and also 
for a<^e^Mn;,' a tax of £88«3 7s. Gd., 
paid tlie representatives for their 
travel and attendance in the General 
Court in 1776. Jour. II. of R. for 

1777, p. 117. On the 19tli of June, 

1778, a bill was also jxisscd for raisins 
£120,000 additional to the £2.34,718 
formerly voted. Jour. U. of £. te 
June 10, 1778. 
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HEW QUOTAS CALLED FOB. 



CHAP, year u> serve in Rhode Island, or in any of tlie New England 

„J3l» States ; and some o£ the militia were ciUled for the defence of 
im. the sea coast' 

This, however, was bat one step taken, and for home do- 
fence. It was necessary to provide for tiie common defenoa. 

P«b.JW. Accordingly, a committee of two was sent to confer with 
Washington relative to the ex[i»'"lioucy of raising more than 
the quoUi required of the state, and to consult as to the time 
for which the men should be engaged.^ The instructions of 
this committee were characteristic of MasBaohose^ts ; and they • 
were requested to assore his exoeHency that " this state, in 
testimonj of thdr peculiar affection and respect for him, 
which he had so highly merited by his incessant and nnwear 
ried exertions hi behalf of the coontry, as well as from what 
they owe to the common cans©, will cheerfully cooperate with 
him as far as tlieir ability will admit in endeavors to expel 
the enemy, and to free America from thraldom and slavery." ^ 
The Assembly, likewise, in further ])roof of their good will, 
voted to famish gratis a fall suit of clothes to every soldier 
from Massachosetts who joined the army ; and the field and 
other officers who had been some time in the service, and who 

ibrL engaged to continne, had an additional som granted them— 
the former of one hundred and fifty dollars, and the latter of 
one hundred and twenty dollars."* The dclinfjueiit towns wero 
also urged to raise and ef^uip the men recjuired of them, 
and, in case of neglect, were heayily fined and subjected to 

» Jour. H. of R for Nov. 26, 1777, time in MamchUMttt of enlisting 

and ibid. p. 130; Kmdford, ii. 152, sorters from the army of lUiri^o^-ne, 

Idii. For a list of the muster mas- and employing Uiem a^i ^ub^ulule^ to 

ten appointed in Deeembor, 1777, fill up uie regiments of tJie state ; but 

•ee Almon's Remembrancer, v. 41. af^ninst this praclict' ^^'ashiI1^non ear- 

' Hon. Donid Uopkiuts and Sam- nestlv protested, and lii^ rcniouhtiTuice 
udPhilUps Juil,Eki.» were the pei^ had die dedred effect. SSi^rks's Wash- 
sons chosen. Jour. H. of R. for ra. ington, v. 287, 297 1 Jour. U. of B. 
28, 1778. for 1777, 177& 

* Jonr. H. of R for Jan. 7 and * Jour. H. of R. for May 1, 1778} 

Feb. 27, 1778; Bradford, ii. l.!)3. It Bndfofd, iL 1«S. 
aeems Uaat a piactke prevailed at this 
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limecatioiL To fill up more speedflj the azteen regimentB ohap. 
of the state, two thonnnd men were ferther ordered to be _33lw 

rained for eight or nine months, aud apportioned upon the 1778. 
towns ; fifteen hundred additional troops were levied, agreea- 
bly to a vote of the General Congress — tliirteen hundred 
for the northern frontier, and two hundred for Bhode Island ; 
and the board of war was required to fhmish arms and other 
iCOOutrementB neeosary fi»r their equipment^ 

The ap}x»ls to the people, to arouse them to exertion, wore 
spirited and ardent. " Act like yourselves," it was said. 
" Arouse at the caU of Waahington and of your country, and 
yon will soon be crowned with glorj, independence, and 
peace. Present ease and interest we must part with for a 
time ; and let ns r^ee at the sacrifice." " What words can 
paint the solid joys, the dclightfnl recollections, which will 
fill the patriotic mind hereafter ! He who wishes for perma- 
nent happiness, let him now put forth all his strength for the 
immediate salTation of his country, and he shall reap immortal 
jtesure and renown. It is good for ns to anticipate the joy 
that will fill oar minds when we shall reoeiye the reward of 
onr labors ; when we shall sse our country flourish in peace ; 
when grateful millions shall hail us the protectors of our coun- 
try, and an approving conscience shall light up cterual sun- 
shine in our souls."* 

As a large British force remained at Newport through the 
spring and summer of 1778, and their fleet bad the command 
of the waters In the nel^^iborhood, the people of Massachih 
setts, especially near Bhode Island, were kept in a state of 

» Jour. H. of R. for Ajml 23 and 1400 atAyilminB:ton,and 18()0 on the 

June 9 and 16, 1778, Sjxirks's Wa«h- North River. Hence the neceoiuty 

in&ton, V. :i.yj, 37 3 ; Hamilton's fiirracruiting the army, and the ur- 

Works, L 37. 3l», 43 ; Hradfoni, ii. ^ncy with which AA'ashin;;ton «]> 

164. At a council of war held on the pealed to Congress and tu the states 

8diof Majitappeenthatthe Anier* fbc atppBea. 8parki% Wasliiiigto% 

can force then amounted to but t. 340, note. 

16,000, be&ideti horse and artillery. ' BoHton Gazette for Jan. 6, 1778| 

Of these, 1 1,800 were at Valley Foige, Bradford, u. 156. 
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CUAP. continual alarm. Hence the duty which devolved upon tho 
General Court was pecnliarly burdensome ; for, as there were 
1778b but few continental troops then on the station, th^ were obliged 
to keep the militia in senrice in great numbers for the whole 
of this, as for the preceding year. Yet little damage, coin|>ar- 

M»fU. atively, was done by the enemy ; though, once, a body of six 
or seven liundreil British and Hessians, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Can){)hell, was sent up the river, and landed at War- 
ren, where they burned the meeting house and parsonni^e, and 
a number of vessels and private dwellings, insulted and abused 
the inhabitants, and plundered them of their clothing, bedding, 

lUjaL and fomiture. A few days lator, also, a party of one hundred 
and fifty, under If^jor Ayres, landed at TiTorton, and burned 
an old mill and some other buildings ; but the militia collect 
ed, and obliged them to retire.* 

These ineursions provoked resentment ; and, later in the 

Aug. 7. season, the plan of expelling the enemy was revived. Gen- 
eral Sullivan, who had superseded General Spencer,^ was sta- 
tioned in Rhode Island, with a considerable body of contb 
nental troops ; and, as a thousand of the militia of Massachu- 
setts were on service in that quarter, two thousand more were 
ordered out, and enthusiasm ran so high that volunteer com* 
panics from Boston, Salem, Beverly, Gloucester, Newburyport, 
and Portsmouth otl'ered tlieir serviees. The forc e thus gath- 
ered amounted, in all, to nine or ten thousand men,^ while the 
British, under Sir Robert Pigot, had but about sixty-live hun- 
dred, well fortitied, at Newport.^ The Marquis de la Fayette, 
whose name is fiuniiiar to every reader, and M^jor General 
Greene, came from the American camp to serve as volunteers 

» Peraberton's Jour, in 1 M H. • Jour. ConU Cong. Feb. 21, 1778 1 

ColL it 138 ; Oordon'H Am. Rev. u. Sparks's Washington, 260. 

360, 351; Almon's Jlcmenihnnrcr. MIcath's Mims. 190. 101 ; SpukA 

in. 323, 324; iirodford, iL ItiO; iV CorreKp. of Uie He v. ii. 178. 

tenon^ Rhode Inbiid, 220, 221. In * Spailw't Gorrcsp. uf the Rer. S. 

Bristol, 22 houses were burmd, amoOff 177. 
which wa» that of Uovemor iixad&ic£ 
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in this expedition; and a number of distinguished citizens chap. 
followed their example. H%jor General Hancock under- ^J;^ 
took the command of one of the diviaionB ; and, as the four 1778. 
New England States were well rq>roacnted, and Colonel 
Crait^B regiment of state artillerj was in the senrice, with 
Glover's and Yammn's brigades from the continental army, 
the project seemed likely to be crowned with success, and not 
a doubt was cntertaiuod of its happy acconiplishnient.^ 

In addition to the American force, which was superior to 
the British, aid was likewise expected from auollier (juarler. 
A powerful French fleet, under Count D'Estaing, had recently 
arrived on the coast, and was steering for Rhode Island ; and JvijiL 
it was planned to make the attack in oonjunotion with the 
troops of which he had charge.^ For this purpose, on Smidaj, A«g.9. 
alxmt eight thousand of Ihe Americans landed on the island, 
and took jX)sscs.<ion of two of the enemy's forts, and the whole 
territory north of tlieir linexS, al)out two miles from XewjKjrt, 
without a gun iircd on cither side — the British retreating to 
their works nearer the town. The advance of the besieging 
army was composed of the light troops, independent compa- 
nies, and fifty men from each brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Livingston ; the right wing was under Major General Greene^ 
and the left under the Marquis de la Fayette ; General Han- 
cock conunanded the second line ; and the reserve was under 
the charge of Colonel Wcst.^ lu this position tlicy awaited 



* Spuka^B Comapu of the Bev. S. 

174. 

• Hamilton's Works, i. 60, 67. The 
fleet ci D^taing consisted of the 
Lant^icdoc, of 90 guns, which was the 
admiral's tlag ship ; the Toiuuuit, the 
Oeflar, the ZeK, the Hector, the Mar- 
■eilles, the Pmtoctinir, .ind the Guer- 
ner, of 74 guns each i the Fantasque, 
tiie ProTence, and the Viullaiit, of 
64 gunn eadi; the Segittaure, of 
gum ; L'Engageantc, of 36 ^ms ; tlie 
Champiou, of 30 guiis; L'Alcmeue, 



of 20 gtms, and L'Aimable, of 26 
puns. J'cmberton's Jour, in 1 M. II. 
Coll. ii. H6; Sparkft'it Corrosp. of tlie 
Rev. ii 160, 170-175. M. Gerard, 
who had been apiwintcd minister 
ulenipotentiar}' to the United States 
oy the court of France, sailed in the 
I-in;;»udoc, in April, with the Count 
D'l^taing, and on the 6th of August 
was fbrmidlv received by Congresai 
D!; iloiiiiicy of the U. S. 4<-50. 

^ reuiherton's Jour. in 1 31. H. 
Coll. iL 146, 149. 
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CHAP, iho action of the French fleet ; bat, jnst ftt this j nnc tnr e, a 
_f3^ Solent storm ftrose, which increased to a tempest, and whicii 
1778. raged so flereely, at sea and on land, that not only was the 

^^ul" fleet shattered, l)iit tlio army suflfered severely, aud a number 
of soltlierd purLshed witli the cold.* 

By this disaster all hopes of foreign aid were reluctantly 
abandoned ; * and, though tiie besiegers poshed forward their 

A«gm works with vigor, towards the last of the month the British, 
who had recovered from their immediate panic, finding a large 
nnmber of volunteers had left for Massachusetts, ventured to 
assault the American lines. But tliey were received with 
firmness ; and in the engagement, which lasted for several 
hours, many were killed or wounded on both sides. The 
Americans, however, retained their ground; but as Qeneral 

Avg^ao. Sullivan was apprised, on the next day, by a letter from 
Washington, that a reenforcement for the British wns then on 
its way, it was uuanimouj^ly agreed, in a council of war, to 
quit the island; and the retreat was so skilfully conducted as 
to be attended with little loss.^ The failure of this expedition 
was exceedingly mortifying — the more so firom the dact that 
it was the third unsnccessfnl attempt within eighteen monlhs 
for the expulsion of the British from this part of New 
England. 

Aiis.22. The French fleet, before the withdrawal of the forces under 
Sullivan, bad sailed for Boston, where they remained for sev- 



* Gordon's Am. Rev. S. On the 

18th of August, orders were parsed 
by the Council for sending,' reeiiforce- 
ments to General Suliivuu. Jour. IL 
of R. for 1778| Blinds KehoboCb, 
164. 

' After the storm had ahated, the 
Frendi fleet reappeared on the coast f 
and Generals (Iruene and La Fayette 
went on board tlie ljinp:uedoc to coii- 
idt with D'Estain'j ; but, tlioi^h he 
was pen«onalIy willing to aid in tlM 
attMK, his captains and officenwere 



not, and the next day he (tailed for 
Boston. Gordon's Am. Key. ii. ; 
Sparka's Conesp. of the Kev. ii. 17^^ 

m 

^* Jour. H. of R for Sept 16^ 

1778; Pemherton's Jour, in 1 M. H. 
ColL IL ; Gordon's Am. Kev. iL 
369-375; Heath's Menu. 18^-195 ; 
Thachcr's Jour. 114; Sparks's Coi^ 
rcsp. of the Rev. ii. 18H-194, 201- 
205; Bradford, ii. 162-lt>4 ; Peter* 
ioa*a Ehode Island, 221-220. 
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eral weeks to repair their vessels and replenish their pro vis- chap. 
ions. During ihis stay, La Fayette visited Boston, to confer 
with tlie French admiral, and to prevail with him, if possible, in& 
to retain to Newport, or, at least, to remain on the coast to 
cooperate with Washington. Bat he was nawilling to heartoi 
to either (nopodtioa, and sailed for the West Indies. Pre* Hot.il 
TionB to his departore, the British squadron a[)]>eared in the 
bay, within CajK? Cod, and it warf believed that a general 
enira'jcuient wils nieditutcd. To j)rovide for this contingency, 
nine regiments of militia were ordered into Boston ; but, aa 
Howe left the coast without yentoring upon an attack, thejr 
were soon disdiatged.^ 

In the sommer of this year, British commissioneni arrived JsmSl 
at New York, specially empowered by the English f^vem- 
ment, in accordance with Lord North's " conciliatory ])lan," to 
make propositions for a suspension of hostilities, with an ulti- 
mate view to reoondliation and peace.^ As the defeat of 

» Jour. II. of R. for SepL 19, 21, 22, 1778 ; Gordon's Am. Rev. ii. 376, 

and Oct. 8, 177H ; Lett to Lord Vis- 377 ; Pemberton's Jour, in 1 M. U. 

emmt Howe, &c. Load. 1779, 44~46 ; OolL H 151 1 Spaxki's Correnp. of the 

Heath's Mem H. 195, 197; Franklin's Rev. iL 196-201, 205, 213, 247; 

Workf, riii. 307 ; SiKirks's Corresp. of Braird, ii. IHH. 1K7. Before the 

the ]{ev. ii. ; Staples s Annals of Provi- departure of D'EsUiing, or Oct. 28, 

dence, 256* Pending the absence of 1778, an addrt-sx w as iaaued, in the 

Lord Howe, several vessels from N'cw- name of the Kins; of Fnnce, to "all 

port sailed up the river, and landed a the ancioit French in North Ameri- 

bodv of troopa, under Oenenl OraTf ea." Niles*s Prinfliples and Acta of 

at brdford Villa;,'.', in Darnnoutn, the Rev. 406, 407. 
who did iniK h d image to the town * Lord Carlisle, Sir Ilenr) Clinton, 

by burning the TcstseU at the wharves Oovemor Johnstone, and William 

and on the stoeka, a laige number of Eden, Esq., were foiurof the commin- 

dw i llini,' hou^H, and the public ma^^- nionprs, and Ix)rd \{nwp and Sir Wil- 

azine. iliey then maithed into the liam were the otlier two. Commi»- 

eoimtr^ aome four or five miles, and, rionera to nefrotkte with the cokraiea 

rf tuming on the npjjosite side of the were ajijiointrd hy the English gf>v- 

hver, fipreadinK devastation as they emment in the soring of 1776, and 

went, emfaaikea before the mhatntanta an hitcn^ waa held with them, by 



could collect to oppose them. From the consent of ConjfreHs, but without 

thence tbev ])rooee<U'd to Martlia's arri\nnff at a satisfactory result. Lett, 

Vineyard, where they destroyed a few to ix>nl Viscount Howe, &c., I>ond. 

vesselR, and made a requisition for 1779,4-10; Thacher'H Jour. 51, 52, 

fiiearms, money, cattle, and sheep; ST^'jD ; J. Adams's Corresp. in Works, 

and of the Utter they took otf nearly ix. 44(»-448; Sparks's Washington, 

10,00a Joob H. tfR. iat Sepu 26, iv. ; S|jaiUli Oomapb of the Bev. ii. 
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COMMISaiONEBS SKNT TO AMEBICA FBOM ENOLAHD^ 



CHAP. Burgoyne liad "awakened in England a desire for peace,'' ^ 

,J:3^aad as it was believed that some of the Americans were 
1778. wearied with the expense and trouble of the war, and woold 
gladly return to their alliance, if pardoned, these gentlemen 
were authorized, not only to address the General Congress, 
but to treiit witli iiuliviiluul <tat<^s. But the deceitfulnoss of 
tlic measure was easily socri tlirout^h ; and, an it was regarded 
in all quarters as an artful plan to strengthen the enemy, and 
detach the Americans from their connection with France, 

Ftik. 6b which had been recently oonsommated,^ or, at least, to disturb 
the public councils by introducing elements of discord and 

JuB. 17. confusion. Congress unhesitatingly rfpected these offers, and 
the pcH^{)le of the states applauded their firmness. None wero 
disJpo?eci to relinquish the claim to inde{)endence which had 
been asserted, or to tlirow themselves uj)()n the clemency of a 
king and his ministers, of whom pardon could be obtained 
only upon the terms of absolute submission.^ 

The commissioners, as may well be supposed, were chagrined 
at their Mure, and could ill brook the treatment which their 



136, note ; Obs. on the Am. Rev. 58 
-62 1 Loid Miihon's Hist VAxg. vL 91 
ct srq. Lorfl Xorth's conciliator)' 
bill was j)a.s-»ieU Much 21, 1778. 

» FnuiklinV Works, viiL 239, 240; 
Ob«s. oil the Am. Rev. 72-78; Day's 
ItcHoctions ou the Present State of 
England, 67 ; Londflo dmnuole tar 
Feb. II. 1779; Lord Mahoa'b Hiit 
£qg. yl 206. 

' On the 26th of September, 1776, 
Dr. T^ciijamin Franklin, Silas Deane, 
and Arthur Lee were ap|K>inted hv 
Ooni^reM as envova to France ; and, 
on the 6th of February, 1778, Uie 
treaties of commerce and alliance 
were signed bv them, on the part of 
Americj, and by M. G«rard, secretary 
of the king's wnuicil, on the part of 
France. The rejoicings in America, 
on the reception of theoe tidings, were 
great; and orders were issued to the 
army. May 5, to parade, with huzzas 



for the King of Frtnce, for the friend- 
Iv Kuropean powen, and fur th« 
American States. Thacher's Jour. 
124, 12o ; Franklin's Works, viiL 
passim ; Sparks's Diplomatic Coneqii 
1. 3o.^, 301 ; Lee's Arthur I ce, [>u*» 
aim; tSparkH's \V'a.shingti>ii, \. 325, 
note; Inplomacy of the I . S. 21, 28 
-45; Lonl M ilion'.s UisU Eag, vL 
lid, 149, 208, 209. 

* IVumbull MS. Letter Book B, 
176, 177 : Oils, on the Am. Rev. 62 
et dcq. ; Collection of i:*aper8, pub. hj 
Hi>ington at New Yoric, in 1778| 
Sparks's Washington, v. 318, and 
note, 323, 401-403; Franklin's 
"Works, viii. 237-248 ; Thacher's 
Jour. 133 ct seq. ; Jour. Cont. Cong, 
iv. ; Day's Reflections. &c., 17; 
Sparks's Corresp. of the Rev. ii, 1 14, 
141, 160, 105; Almon's Remembran- 
cer. 8 et se<]. ; viii. 40-72; Lord 
Mahou'tt likL Lug. vL 216 et seq. 
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propositioDS had reoeiyed. Hence^ to cover fheir retreat, and chap. 

to put on it the best fisuje, they issued a manifesto, couched in 
plausible but severe terms, declaring that pensisteiu v in the 1778. 
rejection of their offers would be *' considered as criujcs of the 
most aggravated kind," aad giving the people forty days to 
retarn to their allegiance, or abide the consequences.^ The 
reply of Congress was firm and decisive ; and, after briefly Got ao. 
reciting the causes which had led to the resistance of Amer- 
ica, and the cruelties wliich had been jn'actised by the enemy 
at ditlcrciit timer!, they declared that, "since tlieir incorriiril^le 
dispositions could not be touched by kindnc-s or compa^^sion, 
it became their duty by other means to vindicate the rights of 
humanity." If, therefore, it was added, our enemies presmne 
to execute their threats, and persist in their present mode of 
barbarity, we do solemnly declare and proclaim that we will 
take such exemplary vengeance as shall deter others from a 
like conduct." And, n})pealin<j: to God to witness the recti- 
tude of their intentions, tbey closed by saying, As we are not 
moved by any light and hasty suggestions of anger or revenge, 
80, through every possible change of fortune^ we *8hall adhere 
to this our determination.'^* 

The conduct of the ministry in sanctioning this commission 
was condiMnncd iu England, as well as in America ; and, when 
the subject was debated in Parliament, in the winter, the Mar- I>m.4. 
quia of Bockingham, in the House of Lords, in speaking of 
the proclamation which the commissioners had issued, declared 
it to be ** contrary to humanity, to Christianity, and to everj 



' Collection of Papers pub. by Riv- 
ington; Pembertoa*t Xow. in 1 M. 
}1. Coll. u. Ifidi Oba. OB the Am. 
Rev. 111-117. 

• Jour. Cent. Cone, for Oct 13, 
1778 ; CoUectioa of Fapen pub. by 
Riving^ton; ()f)s, on the Am. Rev. 
11 K- 120} Pemberton's Jour, in 1 M. 
H. Coll. iL 164} AiMtinVLifeofOep- 
iy,i283-2M. In xeply to this inaft* 



ifcsto, it was said, " England will now 
throw away the wabburd in earnest. 

She will resolve never to treat with this 
contemjitihle, this teinixirary thing, 
called a Cu.\GR£8S ; and she will con- 
\ince the world that* thou^ she may 
be slow to anger, perdition waits on 
him th;U dares insult her." Letter to 
the People of America, Land. 1778. 
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GEAP. Idea of TirtuoTO policy." The Bishop of Peterborough also 
dbaeiTed that he "saw, in the acoount of extraordinarieB, 

1778. charges were made for the tomahawk and sealpiHg knifk ; and 
that he supposed, from the terms of the proclamatioD, soeh 

expense would be continued." And Lord Camden, in stiH 
Btroii.<:<'r tornis, remarked that the proclamation " held forth 
a war of ro venire such as Moloch in Pandemonium advised ; 
and that it would fix an inveterate hatred in the people of 
America against the very name of Englishmen, which would 
be left as a legacy, from son to son, to the latest poaterity." 
Id, the Honse of Commons, the speeches were equally pointed ; 
and Burke exclaimed, '* Against whom are these dreadful men- 
aces pronounced ? Not against the guilty ; but against those 
who, conscious of rectitude, have acted to the best of their 
ability in a i^ood cause, and stood up to fight for freedom and 
their country.'' * 

No?.e. In the fall of this year, General Gates was appointed to 
supersede General Heath in the command e£ the foroes stai* 
tioned in Massadiusetts ; and, on his arrival, with his lady 
and suite, he was welcomed by the people with flattering marks 
of affection and esteem. Distinguished for his energy, his 
ability, and cotirago, his presence reaniniated the zeal of the 
soldiery ; and, as there was reason to apprehend an attack 
from the enemy, he remained at Boston and Providence through 

1779. the winter, and, on leaving, in the spring, publicly expressed 

A.pril- 

his approval of the conduct of the citizens at large, and of the 
legislature, and particularly eulogized the battalion of state 
troops, formerly commanded by Colonel Crafts, but then under 
Ibe charge of Lientenant Colonel Revere.* 

' Parker's Gpn. A(l\TrtiVr fnr Doc. Mrnm. 107. 109; Bradford, ii. 170. 

12, 1778 ; Gordon's Am. liev. iL ; A commeudatoiyarucle on the con- 

Pemberton^i Jour, in 1 M. H. ColL fi. duet of OenenI Heath hm abo pol^ 

106, 157; Bradford, ii. 169, 170. llshed in thf journals of dw d§,f, and 

'Boston Gazette for Nov., 1778; u copied ia iua memoin. 
Gordon's Am. Kev. iL 397 1 Heath's 
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It will be peredyed that^ op to tins date, no eerioiiB engage- ohaf. 
ment had fbr some time oeenrred within the limits of Massa- J!T^ 

chusctts proper, and that the zeal of its citizens had l)een 1778. 
principally displayed in furnishing recruits to the army abroad, 
and in providing for the wants of the suffering at home. If 
the annate of this period, however, do not admit of a narrativo 
glowing with the details of battle and nege, it most not be 
Inferred that no active part was taken by this commonwealth 
in the scries of movements which were reflecting such credit 
upon the American arms ; but, on the contrary, wherever a 
Stand was successfully made against British aggression, and 
wherever valor was called for in the assault, there were found 
bodies of men sent oat from Maesadrasetts, and none were 
more active and resolute than thej. Yet it should ever be 
remembered that the independence of America was secured hy 
the bravery of the thirteen United States, and that no one 
state can arrogate to itself the honor of sustaining single- 
banded and alone the burden of the war. It is a common 
inheritance that we have derived from onr ancestors ; and aa 
sneh we should transmit it as a legacy to our children.^ 
At the opening of the new year, the situation of affairs was 1779. 

Jan 

discouradng and gloomy. The country was heavily burdened 
witli debt ; soldiere and their families were subjected to in- 
credible hardships aud sufferings ; with the depreciation ^ in 



I The Mknring table may be 

ful, for reference, to show the ntimber 
of annual terms of service furnished 
to the eontiiieiirtal nmks by each atote 
durinff the war : — 



Now Ilampshirey 
^ru-sHacbuActtSy . 
Rhode Inland, . 
Connecticut, . . 
New York, . . 
New Jersey, • 
Penn9yivania, • 
Delaware, . . 
Maryland, . . 
ViigmiBy • • • 



12,497 
67,907 
5,908 
31,939 
17.781 
10,726 
2o.r>78 

13,912 
26^76 



North Oarolini,. . . . 7,263 
South Carolina, . . . 6,117 
Georgia, 2,679 

231 791 

HilUreth'8 U. S. iiL 441. It wiU be 
seen, from thii table, that Maasaefan- 

setts alone bore at least one fourth of 
the whole burden of the war ; that 
the four New Enjjland States bore 
one half of the burden ; while Mary- 
land, VirginLi, North Carolina. South 
Carolina, and Georgia, together, bore 
but one Anirth of tiuit burden* 
* The oootiDental bills were now 
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CHAP, the cnrreDcy, tho salaries of the clergy, ▼bich rcmainod as 
,J3;^ before the war, were reduced to a mere pittance, utterly inad- 
1770. equate to their comfortable 8iii>}>ort, and their parisMonen; 

wore iinulilo, and in some eases unwilliiiir, to aflbrd thrin re- 
lief; lukewarm patriots were inunuuriiiL: and eoniplainiiig j 
symptomH of iQSubordiuatiou were manifested in various quar- 
ters ; and the ntmost Tigilance and prudence were required to 
steer the ship of stale soocessfallj throogh the breakers which 
threatened its destmction, and bring it in safety to the desired 
haven. ^ We, who live in more prosperons times, and who are 
blessed with an abundance of temporal goods, — wliose com- 
merce encircles the habitable globe, and wliose appliances of 
industry and agricultural resources are infinitely sujx^rior to 
those which our fathers eiyoyed,-— can form but a faint idea 
of the difficulties and obstacles which were thrown in their 
way, and which awakened in the most resolute forebodings of 
evil which nothing but unconquerable energy could overcome. 
That they did succeed, in spite of these difficulties, in reconcil- 
ing jarring interests, and in infusing a hopeful spirit into the 
people, is sufficient to convince tho most sceptical of their 
worth, and is an ample atonement for occasional fiaults, which 
the discerning might point out, and for which it is needless to 
offer an apology. The heroes of the revolution were resolute 



BO jprcatly (lopri-cbted. that tliey 
vould not pass tor more than one 
tenth or one twiiitioth of their nomip 
nal value; and, as the state lind jmxn- 
iaed it» i^oldiers a bona Jide couiuen- 
lation, th^r fiuniltes were providea for 
bv the wlcctmcn of the towns, and 
cfothin;; was Auniahed the soldiers 
themselves*. 

' To remedy the evib alluded to in 
the text, oonvrntions were hold at 
Conconl in July and October, 177U, 
nWchwere attended by deputies from 
more than three fourths of the to\\ns, 
except Maine and the count)- of berk- 
dike} prices wen fixed for all the 



productH of the country ; and mea«- 
ure8 were taken to prevent the jjreat- 
er depreciatum of the public j.apor. 
A meetin<; was soon alU r held in 
Jio^ton to adopt re^^d ilions iu con« 
formity with these arrangements ; and 
in OcIoIktb eencral convention Avas 
held at ILirtfurd, to doisc a general 
plan of checking the misohicfit of ex- 
torlionand sjn'culation. Ilradford. IL 
ISO, ISI ; Shattuck's Concrd, V2'2, 
12;{. On the condition of the ccr- 
n-ncv at this time, comn. Franixlin's 
Work», >iu. 328-^, and Fell on the 
Currency. 
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men ; and for all thej accomplished the^ deserre to be remem- chap. 
bered with aflfectionate ref^ard. 

The financial embarrassments of the country ajrain demand- 1779. 
cd the attention of Congress ; and a call was made upon . the 
several states to raise the sum of fifteen millions of dollars, to 
liquidate outstanding claims, and for the immediate expenses' 
of the war.i Of this sum, two millions of dollars were ap- 
portioned to Massachusetts ; and the amoont was to be passed 
to tlie credit of the United States, to be accounted for at a 
future day, and was to be expended by the state for purposes 
of general oonccru aud utility.^ The usual provisions for 
home defSsnce were likewise made by the l^islature ; and, as 
a note had been receiYed from General Gates requesting that U. 
the militia should be called out to assist in fortifjing the 
harbor, and to collect stores and provisions, a memorial was 
addressod to Congress upon the ^ulliect, desiring their advice, 
and soliciting aid from the continental army, if the enemy 
should invade the state.^ A resolve was likewise passed for April, 
men to be stationed in the towns on the sea coast liable to be 
approached by the enemylis ships, and at Fahnouth, in Bamsta* 
ble county, which had suffered from their depredations.^ 

' Jour. Cont Cong, for Jan. 1779; Bradford, il. 175. Tlie committee 

Bradfonl. ii. 172. At a later date, " to examine the present state ol the 

it wai voted to raise 43 milUomi of fortifications in aud about Boston, 

d')IUirs, to be mid in bills of a former and the harbor thereof, and report 

emiK'^ion ; ana of this sum Massachu- what may l>o necessar}' further to be 

•ettfl was to pay 6 miiliona. Brad- done in addition thereto, or in the re- 

forcl, n. ITS. pain fhereof,** oonnsted, on the jpart 

* Bradford, ii. 172. On the 27th of the House, of Colonel Coffin, Gen- 

of Fchniarv, 1779, an engrossed bill eral Hancock, Colonel Bawes, and 

was read aiid pawed to be enacted, in General LoTelL A note mu alao re> 

the Maaaacfausettii legUbture, " for ceived from General Gates, Feb. 27, 

anportioninfj and aaaearing a tax of " rej)resentinp the neoessity of niising 

£1,014,422 7s. Hd. upon the several men to fpxard the stores at Spriug- 

towns and other places in thin state field," wluch was " mtd, and thereup- 

hereiruxftor namefl. for dcfrnvinff the on ordfifd th it Mr. (Jorham liriiirr m 

public charges ; and also for a.H8e!>8ing a resolve empowering the Council to 

a further tax of £12,383 16a. 9d. paid make the necessary provirion and of- 

the members of the House of liepre- der for raising a guard." Joiir. H. of 

sentatives for their travel and att* nd- U. for Feb. 27, 1779. 
ance in the General Court for the * Joiu-. II. of K. for Feb. 15, 1779. 

year 1778.** Jour. H. of B. tut Feb. Comp. also ibid, for April 7 and 8^ 

27, 1 771). 1779, and JBndfiard, iL 174. 

» Jour. IL of li. for Feb. 15, 1779 j 
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CHAP. Thflfle, however, were bat preliminary steps ; for reenforoe- 
meats were called for bj General Washington, and, after some 
1779. discossion, it was voted to raise two thoosaad men, if neoes- 

Mar M 

ud sary, in addition to those already in the continental army and 
' * at Rhode Island, and those in Boston and the soa-<*oast towns. 
The distribution of these was as follows : fifteen hundred 

^i^d ^^^^ enlisted for nine months during the snmmer, by an appeal 

Jttij. to the towns and the offer of a bounty, to fill np the inoonh 
plete regiments in the service; and the remainiag five hon- 
dred were sent to Rhode Island.^ A regiment of light in&atrj 
was also raised for a year to serve in Massachusetts or either 
of tlic New England States ; and a large quantity of military 
stores was conveyed from Boston to Springfield, to l>e depos- 
ited in the arsenal recently establisbed at that place.^ 

jm The expedition to the eastward was the principal incident 
of the war this year, so &r as HassachiisettB was concerned. 
This expedition was planned with the knowledge of the Gen- 
eral Congress, and was designed for the expulsion of the 
British from the Penobscot, who had established themselves, 
under General M'Lean, at Castine, and erected a fort.^ The 
force of the enemy was known to be small, — not more than 
a thousand men, — and the prospect of a reenforcement was 
conceived to be hopeless. Hence the undertaking was popu- 
lar in Maine, and volanteers offered their services with alao* 
rity. rromiuuut merchauts also favored the plan, and char' 



' Jour. TI. of R, for April 7, dition, &c., for encoura^n^ the filiqf 

9, 15, 21, 26, 27, 30, 1779; Brad- out armed vossds to detVml the tm 

fordi ii. 17G. Plight hundred of the comt i»f Americi, and for erecting a 

militiB were also called out in June for court to try and condemn all vesseU 

six months, fur the- defenc{> of Rhode that shall be finimd infiTting ^ 

Island, agreeably to an arrangement nmc." 

made aome time befote at Springfield. * Bndfind, tL 178. 

On tlie \(i\h of April, likewise, a hill ' Two years later, or in 17SI, the 

was pastifd for the increaKC and en- English government again j)rojcctcd 

couro^^enient of the marine of this o|>erations on the sea coast of the 

Rtato, and for nuing the sum uf New En^and (vovinoea, and the *e\r 

£50.000 for that purpose;" and. on tk>ment of the countr>- about IVuob- 

the 26th, an act was retried iu " ad- acoU iS^xirkft s Wafihiugtoo, it'ZL 
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tered l^eir yessels for the conveTanoe of fhe troops ; and fifteen qhap. 
hundred men were ordered to be rai.scd by the General Court, 
in addition to the marines on board of the public vessels ; bat 1779. 
only aboat nine hundred engaged, and of these some were 
proBsed into the serrioe.^ The fleet consisted, in all, of nine- 
teen anned yessda and twentj^foor tranqwrta, carrying fhxee 
hundred and fortyxfoor guns, and was as beantifbl a flotilla 
ns had ever appeared in the ea.-tcru waters." ^ Its commander, 
Richard Saltonstall, of New Haven, Connecticut, was "a man 
of good capacity and of some naval experience, but of an ob- 
stinate disposition ; and the commander of the land forces, 
Solomon Lovell, of Weymoath, Massachnsetts, was " a man of 
courage and proper spirit, a tme old Boman character, that 
would never flinch from danger," but nnacensfomed to the 
charge of an expedition in actual service.^ Pcleg Wadsworth, 
of Duxbury, also had charge of a portion of the troops, as 
adjutant general of the Massachusetts militia ; * and tlie super- 
intendence of the ordnance was intrusted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Bevere** 

The celerity with which this expedition was planned and Joijao. 

sot forth retlccted much credit upon the parties concerned in 
it ; and in a very short time the armament made its appear- July 25. 
ance before the new fortress. Throe days later, a landing was Jii]j28. 
eflfected ; but the difficulties of the enterprise were more for- 
midable than had been anticipated. A steep precipice^ two 
hundred feet high, was to be scaled, in the face of an enemy 
securely posted; but the parties succeeded in gaining the 
heights, and the engagement commenced. The conflict was 

' Bradford, ii X79 ; Wiiliamsoo's son's Maine, ii. 47 1. 

Maine, ii. 471. * lie \vid been in actual service 

' At the head of the amament was under General Ward, and commanded 

the Warren, a continental frigate of a retfimetit from Ehh^x to Khode Is- 

32 guns. Of the others, tliere were land in the exi>editiuu under Sullivan. 

0 shipis 6 brigs, and 3 sloo|i8. Tfaacb- Wflfiamson's Ifafaie^ u. 47 1 ; Winsor% 

er's Jour. 196; Williamsea'e Maiiie^ Duxhun . ]r>H. 

ii. 470. * Williamson's Maine, iL 472. 

' Thacher** Jour. 170 1 WilBiin- 

TOL. ni. 11 
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OHAF. shorti bat ezoeedingly sharp. The assailantSi four hundred in 
number, loet one hundred ; and the enemy fled, leaying thirty 
1779L killed, wounded, and taken. Unfortnnatelj, the moTements 
of the Americans were not properly secoDded by the marines 
from the fleet, and tljeir situation became critical. All that 
could be done, therefore, was to throw up slight intrenchments 
within seven hundred yards of the fort ; and at a council of 
war, held the same day, it was decided to despatch messengers 
to Boston for aid. Before this arrived, the British were re- 

Aiig.18. enforced by a fleet of seven sail, under Sir George Collier ; 
and the Americans, satisfied of the superiority of their oppo- 
nents, abandoned the siege, and hastily retreated. So fruitless 
an enter{)rise awakened chaginn ; and the whole country was 
filled with "grief and murmurs." The pecuniary damage to 
the finances of the state was a great misfortune ; the loss of 
property was seriously felt ; and the oondnct of the officers 
was severely reproved.^ 

The three years' term for which enlistments had been made 
for the national army was now about to expire ; and, as the 
war yet raged, and but few had enli.-<ted to perve till it ended, 
it was necessary to provide for this contingency by the reenlist' 
ment of those already engaged, or by raising firesh levies. A 
committee was accordingly sent to the army, to labor for the 
former purpose ; and they were furnished witb fhnds, to ena- 
ble them to accomplish the object of their mission.* In the 
midst of these arrangements, Congress, at the instjjince of 
Geuei*al Washington, applied to Massachusetts for a re<;uforce- 

> On tiu8 expedition, see Boston mission in the service of the states 

Gaxettefor Mar. 18and25,aiidApr. while Lordl and Wadsworth wne 

1 and 8. 1782; Thacher's Jour. 166 honorablv acquitted. 
-170 ; Heath's Mems. 235 ; Sparks's * Bradford«iL 183. The sum placed 

Corre»p. of the Rev. ii. 460-462 ; in the hands of the committee iras 

Pcmberton's Jour, in 1 M. IL Coll. ii. $200,000 ; and they were authoriied 

17*2; Bradford, ii. I7fi-180; Wil- to offer a bounty of $300 to e\-ery 

liamson's Maine, ii. 468-478. A court soldier reenlisting. The sum of 

of inquiry wa.s held in the fall ; and $500,000 was also remitted to Oen* 
ConuHMdoro SaltimstalHvns dorlarcd Hfftth f"T ^ ^ i*" U wr f^p"**- 

incumpeleut ever after to hold a corn- 
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meat of tvo thousand men ; and an order was issoed to raise chap. 

ikem in the eastern and inland counties. But this could not 
be cflcH'tod without some difliculty ; and the mustering com- 1779. 
mittcr s were autliorized to offer a bounty in addition to that 
which the Congress allowed, and the towns were required to 
advanoe tbirtjr pounds to every one enlisting.^ 

The national debt had become enormous, and was nominally 
luted at two hundred millions of dollars. The depredation 
of the i)ai>er currency liad also reached such a point as to be 
" tlie burden of America ; " and, as all the states were respon- 
sible for the payment of this debt, and the whole property of 
the country was virtually mortgaged, unless something could 
he done for immediate relief it was feared that the nation 
would be reduced to bankruptcy. In this sad posture of pub* 
lie affairs, a circular was addressed to the people by Congress, IS 
designed to convince them that the United States were "able 
and willing" to redeem the bills which had been put into 
circulation. " Suppose," it was said, " the emissions should 
amount to two hundred millions of pounds at the condusioin 
of the war, and that, exclusive of supplies from taxes, the loaa 
should amount to one hundred mOlions : then the whole nar 
tional debt will be three hundred millions. There are, at 
present, three millions of inhabitants in tlie tliirteen states. 
Three hundred millions of dollars, divided amongst tlicse, will 
give to each person one hundred dollars ; and is there an indi- 
vidual in America unable, in the course of eighteen or twenfy 
years, to pay that sum ? ** The ability to meet these demands 
was further argued from a consideration of the sums formerly 
withdrawn from the country by the English government in 
the way of trade; notwithstanding which, the colonies grew 
rich. And, in future, would not the whole world be open to 
their commerce? And, as the population increased, and the 

> Jour. H. of R. finr 1779; TlwdbflK^ Jam, 178| Heath'i Mean. 222| 
ftadM,iL 184. 
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OHAP. industrial reaouroeB of the coantry were developed, would not 
the tide turn in their &Tor 7 To Tiolate their plighted faith 
am, would be ruinous to their credit And it was tho interest of 
all to sustain the country, and share its burdens.^ 

Happily for America, the cloud which lowered so darkly 
over its jn'ospccts was disisipated before irrcparaltle daniape 
was sustained. Their dcj^perate strugi^le liad awakened 
abroad the liveliest sympathy ; and, by tlie aid of their uL'^ents, 
who plea lied tlicir can sewithpicrn a 1 ability, loans were obtained 
j^oi from Holland and France;^ and the nation, which appeared 
ivS^ ^ ^ tottering to its min, though its embarrassments were 
still great, was inspured with fresh Tigor to do battle with Old 
England, and to wrest from her a speedy acknowledgment of 
independence. Had it not been for this change, so peculiarly 
favorable, it is dillicult to say what might have been the re- 
sult ; for if the case of Massaeliusett^ may serve to ilhistrato 
the condition of the other states, the valuation of its whole 



' Jour. Cent Gong, for Sept 13, 
1779; J. Adaras's Letters to Dr. Cul- 
koen, 43, cd. 17H6; Address of the 
Lejfis. of MciJts. to the Iiilialiitants of 
the Commonwealth on Taxes, 17.S1 ; 
Peniherton's Jour, in 1 M. H. Coll. 
iL 172-17u. The " continental cur- 
icncy,* to Called, comdsted of small 
pieces of na]>er, ahont two inches 
■quare. The one dollar bills had nn 
iftar.with the wofdii, Depnua rtwT' 

fil, Tlie oi)])resf«cd ri'*e«. The two 
olkr bills l)ore a iiand making a dr- 
ele inth compasses with the motto. 
TrUnilntio </)7ii/, I roiihh ennches. The 
do\^ce ot the three dollar billK waa an 
ea^lc jKiuncin;; ui>ou a crane, who was 
bitmg the ea(;le'N neck, with the motto, 
Kiilus indubio,Thf event is doul>t!'uL 
On the five dollar bills was a hand 
grasping a thornl)iish. with the inscrip- 
tum, Stutline vel abstine, Hold fast or 
touch not. The six doilor bills repre- 
sented a beaver felling a tree, with the 
word, I*enevmmdo,liy penevenoioe 



we prosper. Another emission bore 
an andMHTtVith the words. In te, Dom- 
ine, sptramtu, In thee, Lord, we 
trust. The eight dollar hills die- 
l)layed a haqi, with the niottn, MtgO' 
ra minoribtLS ron.^onanl, Tiie f,'reat 
harmonize witli the little. The thirty 
dollar bills exhibited a wreath on an 
altar, with the le^t nd. Si rtrtr fnci- 
e$t If you do right, you will .succeed." 
Lewiri Lymi, 217. For an account 
of the expenses of the n vnlntioiiary 
war, amounting, in the whole, to at 
lea.<^ $138,193,703, xee Pitkin^a Sta- 
ti^-flcs of the U. S. •_'7,*JS!, 1,1. 1S3.-,. 

' Mem. to their lligh Mightt- 
nCMCA the States General of the 
United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries ; Addre$>8 and Keconuuendations 
to the States by Conjfress. Boston, 
1783, 28-3H; Sparks'.s Fiuu .Iin, ix, 
pr\ssim ; Washington to Hamilton, 
Slarch 4, 17s;}, in Wntin|c*, viii. 3tl8 
-3i>l : Dinloniaev of the U. 8. 187- 
161}Bndfind,ii; 210. 
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property was but eleven millions of dollars, while its debt was chap. 
fre milliou3.* ^i^L. 

The year 1780 was distinguish od by few incidents bearing iim. 
Immediately upon the rabjeot of Uiis chapter;^ nor, indeed, 
from this date to the end of the war, did any thing remarkable 
oecor in MasBachnaetts which desenres to be particularly men* 
ttoned in this place. It was at the south that hostilities were 
priucii»ally raging ; and the battle grounds of tliis period must 
be sought in that quarter. That the times were gloomy no 
one can doubt Throughout the country, tlie sufferings of the 
people were almost incredible. The lifeblood of the nation 
had been poured out like water. There were desolate homes 
in every town. Family ties had been broken and sundered. 
The old had grown gray in military service; and tlio young 
had shot up to a premature manhood. Cities and dwellings 
were falling to decay ; and the half-tilled soil, covered with 
weeds, and the ruined fencee, which scarcely kept out starring 
catHe, told of the hardships the yeomanry had endured.' 



^ The nomiual debt was two hun- 
dred miUions; but, on the culeulap 
tion of forty for one, the actual deht 
was five millions. The valuiition of 
the state, eleven millions. La supuosed 
to hftve been too smalt and toat it 
dioiild bare been double that amouDt 
Bradford, iL 189. 

* On the 19th FAruar>-, 1780, a 
iqmct was under consideration in 
Congress for estimatin}^ the sii{)j)lies 
to be l'unu.slied by the several states 
for the current year, and the priceN at 
which the several articles sliould Ik; 
credited to the states which fumished 
them; and this aubject, fruitful in 
vexation as often oh it occurred, led 
to ditficultiL's Letween the Ma-ssachu- 
•ett« delegates and Congress, wliich 
leeulted in the withdrawal of Mr. 
Gerrx. Massachusetts, it seems, had 
become jealous of an attempt on the 
pert of the other members of the 
eoofederacy to load lu-r with an un- 
reasonable wai^t, and had frequent- 



ly complained of beinjg treated like a 
willing horse, whom its driven were 

compelling to a fatal exertiOD. The 

di lojirates acoordiuxly opjxwcd the as- 
hcwimeul ; and Mr. Gerry moved a 
recommitment of the report, which 
vas rcfiis<'d. Ills trentmetit on this 
occahion was such as to cause great 
offence; and his comi alaint was laid 
before the Genend Uourt, and the 
House voted to sustain him. Austin'a 
Jifi' of Gerry, I. Jl'J-a^ti. 

^ In the 's]]ring of 1781, General 

Ilt ith, Mhom \Va>liiii'7toii character- 
izes OS " an olticer whose iiigh rank 
and eonsideretion entitle him to par- 
ticular notic 'and attention," was sent 
to the I'kistern States to rejire-ent the 
dihtreitses of the army for thi' « ant of 
provisionfl,&o^ and to ur<j:e more vi^ 
orous mesisures for forwardiiiij sup- 
plieH. Sporks's Washington, viii. 
39, 43, and Owresp. of the Rev. iiL 
312. Comj). also ibid. iii. 2'J'J,on the 
miasion of General Jinoxt end ibid. 
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CHAP. Finally, early in 1782, after the war, which had " proceeded 
^^^^ on the groesest impolicy,'' ' had continued for aeven years, and 
17S2 had been attended with the loss, on both ddes, of thouaands 
of lives and millions of property, the English goyemment, 
wearied with the fruitless and desperate stniirirlc, and liope- 
less of succ ess, began to think seriously of ov(M'tnrrs f)f j»eiu'e. 
Tlic reverses her anus liad sustained in America, the surren- 
der of Cornwallis, the series of victories which had crowned 
with inmiortal honor the career of Washington, the embarraas- 
ment of her finances, the difficulty of sustaining longer a 
burden of which all classes bitterly complained, and the con- 
sciousness that by persisting in her course she would be 
inTolved in a continental war, already commenced, and far 
more disastrous to her interests than any prolit wliich could 
possibly accrue from the reduction of the colonies, if etfecied,^ 
— all these considemtions, joiucd to the remoustrauces of 
influential citizens of the realm, and the change in the minis- 
try which was evidently approaching, were weighty arguments 
in iavor of a cessation of hostilities, and a retreat from the 
position she had so long maintained. 

The preliminary motion on tlie subject of peace was made by 
General Conway, who was respected on all sides as a gallant 
soldier and an accomplished gentleman ; but it was rejected by 
F«k 27. a mi\|ority of onc.^ Five days later, the motion was renewed ; 

iii. 220, (in the mission of Laurens. 44, 4.3. In tlie sprinj^ of 1779, at- 

For Uie drauj^hts fr<.»n Ma>*achusetts, tempts were made by C'onjfrei*s to ar- 

between 1780 and 17k3, «ce Brad- laqge a commission for negotiathig 

ford, ii., Sj ark':^ Wusluqgtoo, viiL, peace, and John Ailams of M issji- 

and Jour. ConU Cong. chuaettn, ^ras choNeu tor that ])urpo6e 

' Lord Mahon't l&t En|^. vii. 124* by the vote* of deven slateH. Ad- 

Comp. aUo Day's lltHcrtinns ii]>on anis's Works, ix. ; S[iarks's Tranklin, 

the Present State of Eugkiid, b, ix.; Austin's lile of Gerry, i. 2tt6, 

Xond. 1783. 295 ; Bradford, il 1tf6. 

• France and Sjwiin declared war ' Providence (Jazette for May 11, 

with Kiifjland in 1779; dithculties 17H2 ; Boston Gazette lor May 20, 

with HoUand and Russia occurred in 17S2 ; l)ij)Iomacy of the U. S. 1W| 

1780; and the " armed neutrality " Lord MalioiiMIisL Eng. vii. 130. The 

followed, whtfh armyed against Eng- vote stcKul 193 in the attiroatiT^ to 

land tiic Baltic powers. Lord Ma- 194 iu the nc^^ative. 
boa's Hut Eng. 265, 203} m 
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and, 80 nearly were parties dirided, the ministry did not venture chap. 

upon open resistance — Lord Nortli oulv pleadin-^ for :l tein- 
porary delay. The 0{)|i(i>iti()n, however, were too sun^^uine to naa. 
yiehi ; th*^ resolution was pres^^ed ; and, in the end, it wijs car- 
ried, against the whole force of government, by two hundred 
and thirty-four against two buodred aod fifteen.^ The downfall 
of the old miniBtrjr q»eedily followed ; Lord North resigned ; UuM. 
and in less than a week the new ministry kissed hands — the 
Marquis of Bockingbam being first lord of the trea.sury, Sir 
John Cavendish chancellor of the exchequer, and Charles 
James Fox secretary of state. Admiral Ivcp|)el, with the 
rank of viscount, was raised to be first lord of the admiralty, 
and the Duke of Richmond became master general of the 
ordnance. These five were of the " Rockiniriiam section;" 
and, that the followers of Chatham might be duly represented, 
Lord Sbelbome was appointed second secretary of state — 
the third, or American, secretaryship being abolished ; Lord 
Camden became president of the council ; the Duke of Graf^ 
ton privy seal ; General Conway commander-in-chief; and 
Lord Ashburton ciianecllor of the duchy of Lancaster. And, 
as if to " hold the l)alunce " between tliese parties. Lord 
Thurlow, a high tory, retained the great seal.' 

About the time of the fall of Lord North's ministry, and in Mar.23. 
anticipation of that event, Br. Franklin, who was at Paris, wrote 
to Lord Shelbume, the secretary of state^ informing him of the 
appointment, on the part of the American government, of five 

' ProvidcDce Gazette for May 11, llamilton'tt Works, L 277 ; Lord Ma- 

1782 ; Boston Oaiette for May 20, hen's Hist. En^r. m 144. The death 

1782 ; Sjjnrks's Washington, Tiii. 293, of the Marquis of Hockinghani, wliich 

'2M, 299, 540-642 ; Debrett's ParL occurred not loii^ atter, ^ve a Hhock 

Beff. tL 310-941 ; IMplomac^ of the to the new adrouuBtmtion, and di»* 

U. S. 164; Loud Maboo's lAst. Eng. ordered its whole system, and the 

m 137. |)ro»|)ect8 of peace for a time seemed 

* C'onsiderations on the Provision- to vanish. But a new ministry was 

al Treaty with America, ed. 1783, 13 ; soon orgnii/td, and the negotiations 

Sparii8'.<4 Washington, \m. 288, 3o9 ; were continut-d. Sjjarks's Washinjp* 

Boeton Gazette for June 24, 1782; ton, viii. 344, 3.j9, 371; Diplomacy 

8piiikB*aFtanUiii,iz. 18S»200,202f of the U. 8. 164. 
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CHAP, commissioners, to open and conrliKle a treaty of peace, and of 

^J[3^ tlieir readiness to attend to that duty. Accordingly, Richard 
1782. Oswald, a London merchanl, of respectable attainments, and a 
gentlegian of the strictest candor and integrity, was oommia- 
sioned, as agent on the part of the English government, to 
treat for that purpose.' A conference was held soon after his 
Apa. srriyal ; and a paper was presented by Dr. Franklin, suggest* 
ing that, in order to effisct a thorough reconciliation, and to 
prevent any fntore quarrel on the North American continent, 
Kngland should not only acknowledge the independence of 
the tiiirtoen United States, but cede to tlit^m also tlie prov- 

Apr*19- ince of Canada.^ With this paper Mr. Oswald returned to 
his employers ; but the proposition contained in it was unpal- 
atable to Lord Shelbnme ; and the cabinet decided that he 

Afr. 87. should return with the abstract of a treaty on a different 
basis, admitting the independence of the thirteen United 
States, but leaving other matters to be restored as fhey stood 
at the peace of 1763.' At the same time, a second agent was 
sent by the government to treat with Vergennes on the part 
of France; and Mr. Thomas Grcnville, the friend of Fox, 

' Spftrks's Washington, \m. 371. Paris as pfcn-t agfnt to consult with 

• I dare eay," adds Washiiifjton, " the Dr. Franklin. These j)roj)08ition« 

kmg felt some severe jMingH at the wen rrm wcd in 1779. Hartley to 

time he put his hand to the lettor^ Fnuikliii, Apnl 2'-'. 1779, in l'r\?ik- 

putent. It is not. however, lesis elh- lin's W viii. ;J;H>-;J37, and ihe 

CBcious or ])U ;!siii:; on that account; rejily of Fmnklin, May 6, in ibid. 315 

and brctikiiig Uw ioe is a gnat point -347. See al^-o Jel>l)'s proposal for 

gained." a federal union between America and 

' Boffton Gazette for Aug. 19, Enf^land, in ibid. 13, under date 

17S'2; Kdin. Rev. for Jan. of Ortohrr 1 1 , 1 7S(t. Tlie sulijcct of 

Franklin's Journal, 'm Suarks's Frunk- peace, indeed, was a^tated and t;\Iked 

fin, fat. 238 et seq. ; Lord Bfahon's <^ for a long time before any thing 

Hist. Enj;. vii. 179. The proj)()sition dtfiiiite w in cHccti-d. Conij). Diplo- 

thua made was not new with Frank- inatic C'orre.sj). oi the Kev. \iiL u«a- 

lin, hut had been tiu^gested by him m rim ; Diplomiacy of the U. 8. chap, 

early us ()( io]ii r. 177s, in a letter to \ui. 

Mr. Hartley. Works, viii. 3Ui. See ' Jounml, in Spaiki^s Fmnklin, 

also ibid. 253-256, 268-270, 278- ix. ; I^rd Mahon** Hut Eng. vil 

287, relative to the terms of recon- I SO. In the spring of 1779, and in 

ciliation with America, discussed in the fall of 17H1, the legislatxure of 

the spring uf 1778, when William MafMuchusetUs addressed mcmorialt 

PuUenejr, Esq., M. P.| naa aent to to thdr lepmentatavea in Con|prait 
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▼as selected for that purpose.' Thus two treaties were in chap. 
progress at the same time, both of which aimed at an adjuatr 
meni of difficulties aod the restoration of peace. i7tt. 

The separate n^otiations, as might have been anticipated, 
cDashed with each other in several particnlars ; and that with 
America was delayed for a time by the illness of Franklin and 
points of form in the oommiBsion of Oswald. The ees^on of 
Canada was utterly refused ; but as tliis was not, with I'laiik- 
lin. the sine qua non, it was quietly dropped ; a treaty was 
arranged upon ditferent terms; and the preliminary or provis- 
ional articles were signed, at Paris, by the four Ameriean NoT.ao. 
oommissioners, on one side, and Mr. Oswald, on the other.^ 
These articles were brought before Parliament in the winter, 
and the opposition against them was peculiarly bitter. But 
government had gone too &r to &11 back with grace ; and 
the new administration labored so zealously and sacceBsfuIly 
that, early in the fall, three definitive treaties — with America, Sept. S. 
France, and Spain — were signed j the former at Paris, and 
the two others at Yersaiiiea.'' 



on the subject of the fidierifl^ hi 

•which the New Kntfland States were 
inti-re^t' tl ; mid ilio^i' memorials were 
hid before Congri-^-s, ;iud acted upon* 
and ilie suliject reti'rred to tlieir en- 
voys in Eurojje. Spai'ks's Frauklin, 
ix. 128-141 ; Hradtord, ii. 214; Aiu- 
tm*8 Life of Gerry, i. 2s7-20.}. 371. 

' Sparkn'H Washington, \-iiL 540 ; 
Sparks's Franklin, ix. 270, 27 1 ; Bos- 
ton Ga/ette for Awr. 19, 17S'_'; Di- 
plomacy of the U. S. 16a ; Lord Mor 
hon'b Hist Eng. til ISO. 

• Boston Cfazette for April 7 and 
14, 17.S3; Heath's Memn. 3t}2 ; JH- 
plomacv of the U. S. 171 j Lord Ma- 
fco i s Hist Eng. vii. 200. 

•* J. Ad HUH to E. Gprr\-, Sejit, :i, 
1783, in Austin's Lite ol Gerrv, L 
3M1 : Sjtarks's Fnmklin, ix. 435 { 
Diplomatic Corresp. x. ; Diplomacy 
of the U. S. 171-174 J Lord Mahou'a 
ISkU Eng. fit. 207, m " When 



dfllnitivB traity was laid hefyte 
Confess,** says Au^t!Il, T.ife of Gerry, 
L380, *' itM"as, with sin;;ular proprie- 
ty, committed to tliusi' ot its num- 
bers who, in 177(1, had si^ni. ii tlie 
Declaration of huiependem i'. Three 
only remainfld. Mr. Jefferson, the 
draiii^htsman of that Declaration, was 
chairmau of that committee. Mr. 
Oerry was next named, and after him 
Mr, F.lU^ry, of Rhode Mmd. Mr. 
Keati, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Hawkins, of North Omltiui, complet> 
ed the requiwite number. It was the 
happy fortune of tliis committee to 
report to Congress that the objects of 
their sacritices were at length uccom- 
j li'^hed; that the sovereifrnt\ , free- 
dom, and independence of tlie United 
States were recofjnized ; and that the 
painful struggle whicli had thus fiir 
attended their existence si» a oation 
was now hi^pily at an end.** 
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CHAP. Thus the war of tlie revolution was happily ended. The 

England were wrested from her grasp, and tho 
1.-88. era of Ambbican Indbpbndbncb was established. Without 
doobt^ there were some who r^retted the prospect of the oee* 
sation of arms. War, with the meroenarj, is a trade whioh 
he follows with fiendish delight ; and to flesh his sword in the 
bodies of the innocent, to delight "in bloody deaths and isf^ 
ishmcuti?," — 

Nor childrca's tears nor mothers' groans respecting,"— 

to rore for plnnder, and blast the earth with the mildew 
of fomine, are to him more sweet than to behold "bmised 
arms hung np for monoments, stem alamms changed to meny 
meetings," and every man and every woman, fif*eed from the 
fiiry and curse of the destroyer, singing with ecstasy the gay 
notes of peace. It sliould be remembered, however, that if 
war, to the Christian, is a " rank iniposthurne," and if the 
natural instinct of the benevolent heart rcvoltd from its hoi^ 
rors, there are cases in which it is justifiable ; and the aspira* 
tions for a higher freedom than was attainable under the dr- 
cumstances in which they were phused, and the consdoosness 
that this could be efifected only by resisting the aggressions of 
England, will probably be deemed a suffident justiHcation for 
the course of the colonists. 

It was "glad tidings" to America tliat peace was declared. 
Every countenance was radiant with smiles; and the procla- 
mation, when read in the different cities, was hailed by the 
people with tumultuous cheers. Bells were rung ; cannon 
were fired ; bonfires blazed ; and, in the evening, the houses 

• Tlic tented campA a soldier charra, Those eounds of war which mothers 

IVumpetA and fifet nis bosom irarm | fear. 

Tlieir Tnin<;led ■miiids nith joy h» Fbahou^s Araot, Ode L 
bears — 
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woro brilliantly illuininuted. It seemed as if all were in- chap. 
spirt 'l with new life ; and, in the hour of U'iumph, how .^J^^^ 
proudly the soldiery, who had fought for their country, re- 178S. 
ooiiDted the perilous scenes they had witnessed, and, looking 
to Heaven with grateful emotions, poured oot their offerings 
of gratitade to God t To view soch a scene with indifference 
is impossible ; and if the story of the reroltition, notwitlistand- 
ing its drawbacks, becomes to us ever a " thrice told tale," or 
ceases to arouse us to emulate the virtues and admiro the 
heroism of those who achieved the independence of t)ur coun- 
try, then, may we be assured, the day of our downfall is rap* 
idly aiq[»roaching, and we are becoming unworthy of the con- 
tinned enjoyment of the blessings of liberty, now so widely 
diffused throughout our land. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ADOPTION OF THB STATE CON8TITI7TION. FROCBEDINas OF 
THE OOYEBMMBMT. MANNEBS AND CUSTOMS. 

CHAP. The remmciation of allegiance to the crown of Great 

Britain rendered it uecchsary for all the American colonies to 
1776. establisli, as soon as jiracticable, indepeiidont governments, for 
the protection of the i>coi)le and the security of their inter- 
ests. Hence, in the midtit of the war of the revolution, the 
citizens of Massachusetts were called upon to deliberate npon 
their civil affiurs. As the seyeral states were considered soy- 
ereign, as well as independent, and as the supreme authority 
resided in the legislature in each state, and each claimed tiie 
right to exercise sovereign power within its own jurisdiction, 
— yielding- duo respect to the advice and rccomniendiitions 
of thr General Congress, — it became an imj)ortant question 
what system of government should be adopted, and how that 
qrstem should be framed and adjusted. In Massachusetifl^ 
there was no necessitj for a hasty decision of this question. 
The charter, it is true, was no longer in force ; nor was there 
any obligation to abide by its requirements. But few altera- 
laons had been made in consequence of the renunciation of 
allf'Lriance to the crown, and the forms of the old government 
were substantially preserved. The ollice of governor was 
vacant ; but the duties of tiiat office were perfonned by the 
Executive Council, and no great difficulties had been hitherto 
experienced from the want of a chief magistrate. Defects 
were not felt as serious evils, while there were greater erils 
demanding attention. But these defects might increase ; and 

aw 
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it was proper that they should be remedied before ih^ were chap. 
incnrable. s^Zl^ 

In conBonance with these views, at a quite early date a 1776. 
proj)osition wa^j made in the General Court that a roniinitlee 
should be appointed to prepare a form of govermucnt, and 
8Bch committee was appointed ; but the basiBess was not pro- 
ceeded in, as the opinion was generally ezprewed that the 
subject should originate with the people, who were the proper 
anthorities to attend to this matter.' The House therefore 
contented themselves with recommending to their constituents 
to choose their deputies to the next General Court with Sep. 17. 
power to adopt a form of government for the state ; and, to 
give greater effect to this recommendation, it was renewed 1777. 
more formally in the following spring.' In this interval, a 
convention was held in the county of Worcester of the com- vh, 
mittees of safety from a nujoritjr of the towns, who voted 
that it wonld be improper for the existing General Court to 
'foi-m a constitution, but that a convention of delegates from 
all the towns in the state should be called for that purpose.' 

How far the decision of this convention influenced the 
action of the people does not appear ; but a majori^ of the 
towns in the state, it would seem, chose their representatives 
for the next annual session of the General Court with a spe- 



• Jonr. H. of H. for June 4 and 6, 
and St'pt. 4, 1776; J. AdaniK'R Cor- 
ie»n. in Works, ix. 429, 442 j Brad- 
forfl, ii. 117. The committee appoint- 
ed consistt'd of Hrij»ndier Pahner, Co- 
lonel Pickorinj?, Captain Stone, Major 
Hawley, Hon. James Warren, Mr. 
Nye, Citptaia Steams, Mr. Simp- 
ton, Mr. Maynard, Mr. Mayhew, 
Colonel Wait, and Mr. Root. 

« Jour. 11. of K. for Sept 17, 1776, 
and May 5, 1777 ; K. T. Paine to E. 
Geny, April 12, 1777, in .VuRtin's Life 
of (Jerry, i. 22.3 ; A Constitution and 
Form of Government, &c., i-o ; Bmd- 
Ibid, iL 117 i JaokMm'i Hirt. Newtoo, 
190. 



* Bradford, iL 118; Lincoln's Hist. 
Worcester, 118. The town of Con- 
cord, m October, 1776, on the ques- 
tion of givinfj their consent that the 
House of lieprcfientatives, mth the 
Council, should enaot a eonstitatioii 
or fonn of govcmnient for this state, 
voted in the negative, and assigned as 
their reasons that tiie snpmne lejps- 
laturc. In their corporate capacity, 
were by no means the proper l>ody to 
form and establish such a consfitu- 
tioiif and that a convention, or con- 
gress, specially chosen, should Ik- in- 
trusted with the business. Sbattuck's 
Gonond, m, 128. 
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CHAP, cial view, or, at least, with an implied consent, to tlie forma- 
^^^^ tion of a constitution by that body. The citizens of Boston, 
1777. and of a number of other towns, as well as the committees of 
safety !n the county of Worcester, were opposed to this pro- 
ceeding, and &Tored the calling of a convention of delegates.^ 
And, without doubt, this was the proper and the best course 
to liavf taken. It lias been found, in nearly all coiniuuniiies 
wlier<^ tlie experiment has been tried, that a constitution 
framed by a legislative assembly is open to more objections 
than a constitution framed by a convention of del^ates. 
Whether it is that the members of a legislative body are too 
apt to be inflaenoed by political considerations, and to lean 
upon precedents wherever they can be found, or whether it is 
that a convention of delegates, chosen directly by the peoi)lo 
for the sole purpose of fraitiiiii: a constitution, are more likely 
to consult tlie <reneral good, and to act indcjicndently of any 
official ties, certain it is that, in a majority of the states,^ the 
settlement of the frame of government has been intrusted to 
such conventions in preference to l^;islative assemblies ; and 
the result has been a better and more satisfactory atystem than 
could have been otherwise obtained — one in which the peo- 



' Bradford, ii. 140. Corap. Ab- 
bott's Andover, 61. In the preamble 
to the emwtitutioii offered in 1778, it 
i.«i said that the people, In accordance 
^th the resolve of May 5, 1777, did 
appoint, authoriie, and imtnict thctr 
repreHpntAtiT«^ in one body with the 
Council, to form mich a oonRtitutinn 
of government as th«y should judge 
best calculated to promote the nap])i- 
nes« of the state, and, when complet- 
ed, to cause the wnv to hv jmbli.shcd 
for their inKpecdon ami c msuleration. 
See this instrument in the iminjjhlet 
published in 1778, and in Braulbrd, 
n. App. MijO. 

• IthcHle Island and South Cnrnlina 
are believed to be the only exceptions. 
In the former itatet the old charter 
mu in foioe ; and in the latter, the 



second constitution was cstaMishcd 
bv the 8tate legislature, in New 
Hamphire, Connfcticut, New York* 
N( w .Icrscy, Maryland. Peiui'iylvania, 
Dclaw ju-e, Vii^ginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia cooTentionK were held 
a« in Massachusetts. See The Con- 
stitutions of the several inde|)endent 
States of America, published by or- 
der of Con«;ress, l)t>c, 29, 17H()', and 
reprintcil at London in 17S2. At a 
later tLite, however, South C-aroIina 
adopted a new constitution, irhich 
was the work of a convention special- 
ly called tor tliat purpoHe ; and ser* 
eral of the other atateii, in a mmilar 

maiuier, r(>^'iv(•d ihvlr old c-ons'itnlirms 
or tramed new ones. Corop. Pitkin's 
U. 8. iL chap. nz.| mdfeth'e U. S. 
2d series, chap. iu. 
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pie have more readily acquiesced, becauflO better adapted to chap. 

their circiiiiistiiiices and wants.* 

At tlie iii^uul time tiie General Court was ronvenod ; and, a 1777. 

Mayas. 

few weeks after the opcnin;^ of its sessions, a committee was 
appoioted, consieting of four members of the Council^ and 
dgfat members of the House,' for the pnrpose of preparing a 
oonstitotion. Of the proceedings of this committee bot little 
is known, as their records bare not been published ; bnt the 
result of their deliberations wiis a drautrlit of a constitution, Dec 
whicli was debated at lenirtli, approved by tlio convention, 1778. 

' ' ' ^ ' Feb. 28. 

presented to the legislature, and submitted to the people, by Mat. 4. 
whom it was rejected."* 

The objections to this instrument were, that it contained no 
declaration of rights^ which was an essential defect ; that the 
principle of representation was unequal, inasmuch as eyen the 
Bmallest towns were allowed to have one representative, and 
others, unless containing tliree hundred polls, were oonlined 
to that number ; and that the i)0wers and duties of tlie legis- 
lators and rulers were not cleai'ly and accurately dehned.^ 



' The views of the people on thU 
point may be gutberea from the in- 
RtructionK g^ven by the town of Med- 

ford to their reprtJHentatiw in May, 
1779: " Tht\t s;ud reprrspiititivo use 
his best endeavors an<l iiitlueiice that, 
if the General Court are empowered 
by the maj'>ri;y of frefholdfT-* of siid 
state to call a convention to form noid 
conatHutinn of govermnGnt, tmd ran- 
taUior} jvny rnn<i>nt no prrson or 
penons belonging to said General 
Gntrf." Brooka'a Med(Wrd, 164. 

• Jcrt niiah Powell, Thomas Cusb- 
inp. 1 )anit'l I >avi<i, and John Taylor. 
The subject was dbicussc<l previously 
by both Hou«e«, and a conference was 
h< 1(1. .lunc 17. "on the business of 
forming a new constitution of govern- 
ment*^ Jour. H. of R. for 1777, 28. 

' Jamo*? Warrni, Kn?vrrt Treat 
Paine, Azor Ome, Jeduthun Blisii 
luBM PiMooCt, John Fiekeringt Oea 
Fartadgc^ and JoMfdi Simpmu 



* Comp. Austin's Life of G( rry, i. 
266. For the draught referred to, 
•ee die pamphlet, printed by J. Gill, 
in 177'^, and comp. Bradford, ii. App. 

The vote stood. 10,000 
against the constitution, to 2000 in its 
raTor; and 120 towns made no re- 
turns. The citizens of Hoston voted 
unanimouHlv iigainst the constitutioni 
and were or Ofankm that a matter of 
so much importance should not be 
hastily decided, but be postjxined to 
a period of more tranquilhty. The 
Ili sult of the Ipswich Convention, 
held, by adjournment, at IpHwch, 
April 29, 1778, Peter Coffin, Esq., in 
the chair, waa published, in pampiiU t 
form, at Xewliurv port ; and the ol)- 
jections to the constitution were statr 
ed in this document in eighteen arti- 
des. 

* Bradford, it 158, 159; Uobart's 
Abington, 19if 
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▲ OONTBNnON CALLKD. 



CHAP. Besides, Uie opinion was still current that a oonyention was 
the proper bodj to decide upon a oonstitntion for the state, 
177& and that no other body oonld snocessfalty discharge that duty. 

A majority of the people, therefore, favored the callinir of 
j^'^' sucli a convention ; and, at the annual election in the follow- 
Feb, 20. injT year, by the advice of the General Court previously triven, 

the returns from the towns were so conclusive that pn^^epts 
71IB.17. were issoed for the choice of delegates, to meet at Cambridge 

in the ensoing September.^ 
aept 1. These delates met at the appointed time, and <»ganized 

by the choice of James Bowdoin as president, and Samael 

Barrett as secretary.* A committee of twenty-six was speed- 
Sept 3. ily chosen to drau2:ht a constitution ; ^ but, as the re|>ort of 

tliis cornniittee could not l)e immediately made, the convention, 
^cui ^^^^^ ^ session of about a week, was adjourned to mwt again 
NOT.U. the laat of October ; and, two weeks from that time, it was 



* Jour. Convention, 5 ; Jour. H. of 
R for Feb. 9, 16, 17, 1779; Brad- 
ford, ii. 177 ; Cu-shing's Ncwiniri port ; 
Coffin's Newbury, 255 ; S. Lintxilu's 
HiKt Uingbam, 107. Nearly one 
third of tlie towns neglected to make 
returns; but of those which were 
heard ftom, the larger portion were 
in favor of calling a convention. 

' Jour, of the Convention, 7 s Title 
Pkn of the Otnit pdiliilMd bvor> 
der, tad ibid. 61, «8s Bsidfoffd, ii. 
177. 

* Thia eoromittcc consisted of the 
Hon. James Bowdoin, Hon. John Ad- 
ams, and John Lowell, Ksq., from 
Siitfolk ; 'l iieophiluH Parsons, Khj., 
Jonathan Juckhon, and Samuel Phil- 
b"jv**, Jun . iVom l!sst'x ; lion. James 
SuUi\-au, Nathaniel Gorham, Esq., and 
Hon. Eleaxar Brooke, from Middl»- 
pex ; Hon. Xoah (Jofidnnii. Major 
liezekiiih Smitii, and Mr. John Bil- 
lingH, lirom Hampshire ; John Cotton, 
Esq., and Ucv. Gad Hitchccx-k, from 
Plymouth ; Enoch lijillett, Esq., from 
Barnstable; Hon. 1\ T. Paine and 
B0T. Sanraal Weit, fiom Biiatal} 



lion. Benjamin Chadlwum and Hon. 
DaN-id Sewall, fn)m York ; Hoji. Jed- 
cdiah Foster, Joseph Dorr, K>^., and 
Israel Nichols, Esq., from Worcester; 
Hon. Samuell Small, from Cumber- 
land; and James Harris, f^^q., and 
Captain William Walker, from Berk- 
ah»«. Jour, of the Oonyention, 26-29L 
" Well might it he said," obs( rves 
>lr. Winthro|j, " that to this conven- 
tion 'Were returned, from all parts oif 
the commonwealth, as great a num- 
ber of men of learning, talents, and 

Etiiotism as had ever been assem- 
id here at any earlier jycriod." Hero 
wore Sanniol .\danis and John Ad- 
ams, Hancock, lliL' elder John Lowfil, 
Theopliilus l^arsons, the elder John 
Pickering, (leorge Cabot, Nathi\niel 
Gorham, James Sullivan, the eider 
Levi lincoln, Robert Trent Paine, 
Jonathan Jackson, Henry Iligirinson, 
NaLhauiei Tracy, 8amuel U.sgood, 
William Cuahinfr, and Chleb Strong; " 
and Maine was " represent ed, among 
Others, by l)and Sewall and Beigar 
min GMboume." Winthiop'i Ac^ 
drenea and Speeehw, 110. 
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adjourned to the followinir January.' Tn the mean time, the chap. 
subject was discussed in the papers and by different public 
bodies, to prepare the people for definite actioii ; and soggee- 177ft. 
tioDS of the highest importance were made tooehing the fonn 
of government which it would be wisest to adopt* 

At the reassembling of the conyention, the draught, which 1780. 
had been revised, was presented, and, after considerable dis- 
cussion, was adopted; and eiirliteen hundred copies wereMar.a, 
ordered to be printed, and distributed in the towns and plan- 
tations in the state.^ The votes of the people, for or against 
this constitotion, were directed to be retnmed on the first 
Wednesday in Jnne ; and at that date it appeared that more 
than two thirds of the votes were in its fiivor, and the conven- 
tion was dissolved.* The vote of Boston was in the affima' Jan. isl 
tive ; but alterations were proposed, atul the delos"atcs fromM»yli. 
the town were instructed to present tiieni. These alterations 
related to the tliird article of the bill of rights, which provides 
for religions instraction ; to the preservation of liberty of 
speech and the freedom of the prees ; to the provision respect- 
ing the privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus ; and to em- 
powering the governor, without leave of the legislature, to 
order the militia to an adjoining state in case of danger.^ On 



' Jour. CJonTcntlon. 34. 40 ; Brad- pajres. The committee on this ad- 

fbrd, ii. 177. Annuel Adonifi, John dress consiHted of Hot). James Sulli- 

Pickering, Caleb Strong', and Wllliain van, Hon. Samuel Adama, John Low- 

Cushin;; had been ])re\iously ajjpoint- ell, Esq., Uov, Mr. West, aiid Mr. 

ed to eliaujjht a conhiitutioii atul dec- Gray. Jour. Convention, 130. This 

laratioii of rights. Jour. Convention, was' approved Feb. 22, and Col<mel 

30. Thonipaon and Mr. Fanooa were 

* Bo<iton Gazette Ibr 1779 and added. 

1780, pawqm. * lioston Ga/< ttt' for June 19, 1780. 

• A Coiwtitution, &c, pub. by Benj. On the '2d of Mai-ch, the conTention 
Edes and Sons, 1780, 52 ; Jour. Con- adjounu-d to t!i<- 7th of .Iun<', then to 
vention, 192-216, 222-249} Bontou receive tlie retunis Irom the towns; 
Gazette finr Jan. 31 and Apr. 17, 1780; and, after rassembling on that day, 
SjxirkJi's Correapi of the Rev. ii. l.'JO. it cnntiimt'd in session until the Kith, 
The Address, in Journal, &c., 210- when it was dissolved. Jour. Convco- 
222, sent out with the constitution by tion, IHS, 170, 1H.5. 

the convention, wa.H printed by White ^ Hostoii Gaxette for May 13 and 

and Adams, in a pamphlet of ei^teen 22, 1780 ; Biadford, iL ISd. 
YOL. m. 12 
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OBJECTIONS TO THIS INSTRUMENT, 



OBAP. the first of these points, thoiij^h they expressed inemselves 
satisfied of the importance of religious teachers to the welfare 
1980. of society and the morals of tlie people, they irished for a 
perfect toleration, so &r as it ooold be eecered, and for no 
degree of eompnlsion in reUgions sentunents or wonhip. 
Liberty of oonscieBoe, they apprehended, woidd be infringed 
by any other oooree; and, though they did not object to the 
idea that all should be taxed for the support of religion, they 
suggested that tlie amount assessed upon those not connectod 
with any organized society should be appropriated to the poor 
or to some other purpose of public utility.^ With regard to 
the writ of Habeas Corpus, they wislied that its privileges 
ihonld be more accaratdy defined and more liberally granted, 
so that dtisens ahould not be enbject to confinement on mere 
lupieion.* And thej were in fiiTor of authorizing the gor- 
ernor, without leave of the legislature, to order the militia to 
an adj(jining state for the suppression of rebellions, and for 
such other purposes as might be reijuired.^ ' 

Nor was it only in Boston tliat olijcctions w(m o made to the 
provisions of the new constitution. Throughout tlie state, tiie 
eul^t was discossed ; and the third article, in particular, of 
the bill of rights called forth a number of elaborate essays, 
which were published in the papers of the day.^ Without 
doobt, it was intended, by the framers of this article, that lib- 
erty of conscience should be enjoyed by every citizen ; nor 
was it supposed tliat any really religious i>ersons would se- 
riously object to the adse^sment of a tax for the supjiort of 
public worship* since each one had the privil^e of joioing 

* Bredford, il 186. Gomp. Frank- * BoetoB OanCte for JTnne 12. July 
M WoIk^ viii. 505, 606. and the 3, 10, 24, 31, Aug. 14. 21, Oct. 23, 
pamphlet entitled Political Sketches, and Dec 18, 1780. Comp. W. Lin- 
inscribed to his Excellency John Ad- coin's Hist. Woioester, 123, and S. 
•01% &c., lA)nd. 1787,86 el wq. LioMkbi'b BkL of Hinghtnii 106^ 

• Bradford, ii. ISG. 100. 
' Bradibrd,iL 166; Bnx>k«'8 Med- 

M,1M. 



Digitized by Google 



DISCUSSION ON THE BILL OF BIGHTS. 



17» 



what society and supporting what teacher he pleased. It was chap. 
flspressly provided, also, that no one should be molested on ^'t, 
aoconnt of bis religiovs opinioiiflt and that no one denoouBar um 
iion dionld bare any oKdmive or peonliar prinlogee. Yet it 
was well known that there were seets in edstenoe inferior m 
nmnbers, as well as In wealth, to that which had hitherto been 
principally supported ; and the nieuibers of tho?e sects were 
oppo.-ed to a course which seemed, even by iniplication, to 
discourage their existence, or to limit their resources. The 
Baptists, in particular, who had become quite numerous, were 
inclined to complain, inasmuch as individoals who wished to 
ally with them, and who were connected with other sodetieB^ 
oonld not do so withont applying for a special license — an 
arranf^ent which was conceived to be peculiarly oppressive, 
as well as inconsistent with their natural rights.' But the 
article was retained, and continuf'd to l)e a part of the consti- 
tution until 1834, when it was abolished, and the " voluntary 
system," as it is commonly called, was adopted, which left 
each citizen at liberty to pay or not for the support of pnblio 
worship, thoDfj^ every society, oorporate or nninoorporate» was 
aotborized to tas its members^ or the pewholders in its meeting 
hoQse, for the support of pnblic worship, by a majority vote 
of the members present at a meeting duly warned.' Whether 
this change has, on the whole, been a benefit or an injury to 
the cause of religion, is not clearly settled ; and a difiVrence 
of opinion now, as in former times, prevails as to the expe- 
diency of sanctioning the idea that religion, as a matter of 
pablic utility, like the education of the young, should be sup- 
ported by a general assessment on the people. Directly or 
induectly, it admits of no doubt that the benefits of religion 

* Boston Gazette for Mar. 13, 1780 ; senatora and two thirda of the House 

Bradford, iL 187. for that year and the next, submitted 

•Senate Doc. No. 3, for 1H34 ; to tho ])conlo, approvrd 1)\ them, and 

Act« aiid Ivc'solvu.s of Ma.s.s. fur lH;i4. ruiiiied aim cuiiiirmud b) ihc Geaeatal 

Dm amendment vtm proposed in Gonrt in 183i.- 
1832»agzeed to by a mi^oaty of the 
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OHAP. tre enjoyed by all, in tlie security of law, the protection of 
[HToperty, and the prevention of crime ; and if sncli benefits 
1780L are common, it is asked, why should not all be required, in 
some way, to contribute to the support of religion, as well as 
to the support of schools or of government ? This is not the 
place, however, to <li?:ciis<? tliiji subject, or to cxjirrss an oj)ininn 
which might lie (.lissentctl from l)y more than wouhl approve 
it. The decision of the question rcst;^ with the people.^ 

As tLe constitution was adopted by the popular vote, and 
was henceforth to be the law of the state, notice of the same 
was officially given by the convention to the General Court, 

0«t as. imd the last Wednesday of October was assigned as the day 
for the organization of the government.' The election of 

Sept. 4. governor, lieutenant crovernor, and senators took place in Sep- 

Oot.9. teniber ; and tlic rei»iisentaf ivcs were chosen in OcIoIkt, ten 
days, at least, previously to the last Wednesday in the month.' 
For the office of chief magistrate John Hancock was chosen 
— a gentleman who deserved well of the people for his sacri- 
fices on their b^alf, and who had already respectably filled a 
number of responsible stations.^ No person had a majority 
of the rotes for lieutenant governor, and the General Court 
elected James Bowdoiu to the office ; but he declined it. 



' For the debates on the rejection 
of the third article of the bill of rights, 
tee the new$i)a|M>rti of the day. 

• Hoston C»:iz<'tto for June 19, 
1780; Jour. Conveotion, It^; Brad- 
ford, iL 188. 

' Jour. Convention. 186; Rradfnrd, 
ii. IHS; .Taekson'M liist. Xewton, lU't; 
S. Lincoln's Hist. liingham, lit). Tiie 
election in .some of the towns took 
place in Augujit. See Shattuck's Con- 
cord, 12U. 

* "I want to hear of the e1eo> 
tions," wrote John Adams to Jona- 
than Jackson, Oct. 2, 1780, Corrcsp. 
in Works, ix. fill. "If these are 
made \\itli ;i> much gnivily, wisdom, 
and iutcgrit^ m were ducovered iu 



tlip convent ii HI ;md among the jieo- 
pie, in the whole course of this 
work, posterity will be happy and 
proBperouR. l^he first eiti/rt! Mill be 
one of two whom we know. W'hich- 
ei er it may be, I wish him support 
and success. It is no light trust. 
Jiowever umhitioits ain may Ik* of it, 
w hoever obtait\s this distinction, if he 
does his duty, will find it a ht-av\ \.\it- 
den. Tlien* is nothing which I tin ad 
so much us a dinsioii ol tlie rejtubiic 
into two great jxirtiea, each arnnged 
nnih T its lc:ider. ami conrertin«r mfa»- 
uxva ui opposition to each other. This, 
in mv humble n]>])rehennon, is to be 
dreacled as ihr m ratest politioaleitt 
under our comututiou." 
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James Warren was then chosen ; but he also declined. Aflei^ chap. 

wards Thomas Cusliing was chosen, and he saw fit to accept 

the po3t.* 178ft. 

It is evident tliut the new eonstitution was not adopted 
without opposition; nor were there wanting individuals of 
considerable intelligence who doubted the permanence of the * 
gOTemment to be established under it. Yet the statesmen 
of Hassachusetts, whose knowledge of political science was 
the result of a long and painfiil experience, were not de- 
sirous, in the pr(^gres8 of the institutions whidi they were 
called u{)on to frame, to make startling innovations in fa- 
miliar forms ; nor was it neeessary, or even ex|M'(lient, that 
they should reject m worthless views which had been proved 
to be sound, and measures which were sanctioned by their 
obyious utility. So far, indeed, as changes were necessary for 
the interests of the community, they were unhesitatingly made, 
and in most cases with great unanimity. Beyond this, how* 
crer, the spirit of innovation was rigidly restrained. They 
had no intention of enil)arking in t^ehenjes wliose chief recom- 
mendation was their novelty, and which might prove worse 
than those which had been tried. Ileuce deference was paid 
to the forms of the past ; and the dignity, and in some degree 
the ceremonial, of the royal government may be distinctly 
traced in the architecture of the new constitution. The tides 
given to the two first executive magistrates, and to councillors 
and senators, in the eyes of some ^avured of an inclination to 
imitate the governments of the old world. But the objections 
to these titles, though they have siuce been renewed|^ were not 
seriously urged ; nor, indeed, did they affect any principle of 
vital importance.' • 

* B(MtoiiOaietteferOet90,1780t fienteiumtgoyeni<Mr. Whrthrop^Ad- 

Sparks*8 Corresp. of the Rev. iii. 148 ; dresses ana SjKCcho!?, 1 10. 

Bradford, iL 196. Mr. Bowdoin waa ' See the I'roceedipgs of the Coo- 

at the flame time elected a tsenator for Tention to revise the Oonttitutioii, 

the county of Suffolk ; but he Haw fit held in 1 8o3, L 986. 

to dedine this oflioe,aa well M that of « Austin's Li& of Gen7,i.856k3ML 
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CHAF. The podttott of Gorernor Hancock mm somewliat peculiar, 
• For several monihs there had bees a niaoBderatandiog 

1780. tween him and the delegates from Kasaachusetts to the Gen* 
eral Congress, originating, among other things, in the sospicien 
tliat his conduct, as the favorite of the people, was too much 
* guided by his love of popularity. They had, therefore, thrown 
the weight of their influence in favor of Mr. Bowdoin, 
a member of that party to some of whom Mr. Hancock had 
given the sobriquet of " the Essex junto ; " and the success of 
Ifr. Hancock was not particolarly gratifying to them, or in 
nniaon with thdr wishes.' The opposition, howeveri was not 
of snch vimlence as to embarrass the action of the goTcm- 
ment ; and, though {)arty feeling ran high at the time, and 
continued for many years to influence the condact of even 
well-iiieaiiiuii; patriots, no serious evils resulted, though occa- 
sionally there were manifestations of individual resentment 
and of iutem))eratc zeal. 

In the midst of this excitement of political concerns, the 
interests of science were not overlooked ; and tiie inoorporar 

11174. tion of the Academy of Arts and Sciences, consisting of about 
fifty members, distinguished for thcur literary researches and 
attainments, is evidence of attention to intellectoal improve- 
ment. Of this society, James Bowdoin, -its principal patron, 
was the first president ; throughout his life he was its pride 
and its ortuiment; and at his death, he IxMpicathcd to it a 
hundred pounds and liis valuable library of twelve hundred 
volumes. Joseph Willard, of Cambridge, the president of 
Harvard GoUege, was chosen vice president and oorrespondr 
ing secretary of the sodely.* 

* Austin's Life of Oerrk', i. 353. Bowdoin's Disc, before Am. Acad. 

See also S. Adams's Letter to Gem', 1780 ; Boston Gaxette for May 22, 

of Nov. 27, ITso. in ilnd. ;m On 17H0; Bmdfonl. ii. 191; Austin's 

the personal appearance of Hancock Life of Cierrv, i. 3G3 ; Quiuey's Hist, 

b 17S2, see Loring^ Hundred On- H. Oill. An academy was etikb*' 

tors, 105. lished at Aiidover in 177M, which 

M^na. Am. Acad. L Pre£ p. 1 } was incoiporated ia 17bO, for tii« in- 
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The " dirk day/' which oocnrred on Fridajr» liM nineteeEtfa csbap. 
of May, was the occasion of much alann, and was the caneo ^^J^ 
of moeh speculation among the common people and the i78o^ 
learned. The morning was cloudy, and, in some places, a **** 
little rain fell. By ten o'clock the whole hraveus were over- 
cast ; and by noon, artiticial lights became necessary in the - 
dwellings, and birds and beasts repaired to their places of 
nightly lepoee. Before night, however, it gradually grew 
lighter. The darkness, it is said, did not extend beyond Con- 
necticnt, nor fiur at sea. It wis generally attributed to a 
Ihick smoke, which had been accumulating for seTeral days, 
occasioned by the buruiug of larj^e tracts of wood land in the 
northern part of New Hampshire, where the ])eo{»le were 
making new scttlcmentfi; and, joined to the situation of na- 
tional affi&irs, which was peculiarly discoomging, an nnnsoal 
gloom settled upon the oonmmnitjr.^ 

ftrnction of youth in the higher the old Provinoe of Maine. In Rhods 

branches of literature. This was Island and Cotinccticut, it was not so 
known ao the Phillips Academy, and ^eat, and still ics.s in New Yark. la 
■ftarmurdB a* the Theologictl .Semi- New Jersey, the Becond stratum was 
nary. Abbott's Andover, 114-123; observed, t)tit not of any f^reat thick- 
Bniidford, ii. 191. * neAs, nor wu8 the darkness very un- 

> Boston Oaaette tor "Mxy 22 and common. In the lower parta of Penn- 
29, 17H0; Mems. Am. Acsid. 1. ; 1 M. sylvania, no extraordinary api^earance 
H. Coll. i. ; liradl'ord, iL 192; was noticed. Throughout thiit whole 

Lewia'b Lynn, 217 ; Coffin's Newbary, extent, ^e lower stmtum had an mi> 
257, from Bn. Edward Hi'^s's MSS. ; common brassy hue. while the cirth 
Abbott's Anaover, 189, lyu.frxjm MS. and trees were adorned with so en- 
of Rot. J. French. Some of the ac- chanting a verdure as could not emape 
OOunta say that the darkness extended notice, even amidst tlie unusual gloom 
aD over 5»cw En^kmd. and wcstwird that surrounded the spectator. " To 
, to Albany, and was ol)«er>ed south- these two strata of clouds," he adds, 
vaidall along the seaooasi; but uth- " we may, without hesitation* impute 
ers say that it did not extend to North the extraordiiwry diirkncss of the 
River. i)r. Tenney attributes tiie day." The darkness of the fuliow- 
daricness to an imoommonh' thiek sec- mg evemnff,** he fiirther mnarka, 
ond stratum of clouds, prol)ably occa- " was jsrol ahly as j^ross as ever has 
sioned by two strong currents oi' wind, been ob8er\'ed since the almighty fiat 
Irom tiw soudiwaid and westward, first gave both to L'gfat It wanted 
condensing the %-apors, and drawing only naljKibility to render it as ex- 
them in a north-easterly direction. tnn)r(liiiary as tliat wliich oversoread 
The darkness, he says * most gross the land of Egypt in the days or Mo- 
in the county of l-lssex, the lower jxirt ses. ... I could not help con- 
of the State of New Hampshire, and eexmg, at the*tim^ that if every In- 
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CHAP. The scsr^ions of tlic Ciciieial Court, corauioiioMl in October, 
^^ ^^J i^ were continued uatil December, when an acyournmeut was 
178D. made until the following January, after the appointment of a 
Dm. gpecial committee " to revise the laws in use in the common- 
wealth, and to select, abridge, alter, and digest them, so as 
they should be accommodated to the present goTemmeDf 
The members of this committee consisted of the judges of the 
Superior Court, the attorney general, and James Bowdoia and 
James Piekering. jri'hilruien distinjjuished for their h'gal at- 
tain men t.s ; and, in addition to the duly of revising the laws, 
they were requested to prejmre bills for the due observance 
of the Sabbath, and for the prevention of the vices of drunk- 
enness and profiuiity.^ By the terms of the constitntionf the 
Supreme Judicial Court was to be the highest tribunal in the 
state ; and, as early as was practicable, a court with this title 
was established by law. The judges of the Superior Court 
of Judicature had previously exercised the functions a??igned 
to this court ; and that had for bome time been the highest 
judicial court in tiie state.* 

The establishment of a national bank, knowu as the Bank 
of North America," — a project in which Hamilton was deeply 
i'^^^"^^*' — authorized by the General Congress about 
this time, agreeably to a plan proposed by Bobert Morris, the 



minous body in the universe Iwd been 
ahrouded in impeneb^hle shadeft, or 
fitnick out of existence, the d irkness 
could not have been more complete. 
A aheet of white ]iapcr, held within a 
few inches of tho o\^•'i, equally inr 
Tinble with tlie blackest velveL** 

* Bradford, n. 202, and note ; Win- 
throji's T>ife and Servircs of James 
Bowdoin, in Addrowes and Speeches, 
111. " I have ieen in hiH pivate par 
pers [those of Mr. Bowdoin] arnijle 
evidence of the labor which he be- 
■towed on the duties of this dihtiii- 
ndihed and most mponrible poor 

tMD." 



' Bradfonl, ii. 217. The judfjes of 
this court were William Cashing, 
Nathrtiiiel P. Snrf»eant, Jame*-- Sulu- 
ran, and David Sewall. Robert Treat , 
I'aine mm attorney generaL In 1790, 
William C'li-^hirii; was appointed a 
judge of the Supreme Coun of the 
United States, and was sooeceded by 
Judge S;iriri'ant, at whose di-.ith, in 
1792. Francia Dana was appointed 
diief justice. The other jusdcea of 
the Supreme Judicial CViurt, at that 
date, were Jt. T. Paine, Increase Sum- 
ner, Nathan Cu.shing, and Thomas 

* Uiumlton's Works, L 2d6-26S. 



Digitized by Google 



1CA88A0BUB1T1B BANK IHCOBPOBATBD. 



185 



Boperintcudcnt of fiuance; and this bank went into opera>cuAP. 
tion in Philadelphia, when the l^gfislatare of MaaBachnaettB 
paeeed a law pviag cmrency to its billa within the state^ 1782. 
instroctiug the treasnror and other officers to reoeire them for ^' 
payment of the public debts, and sabjecting to severe punish* 
ment thoae who riionld oounterfeit them. This bank, however, 
continued in operation but lour years, when its charter was 1785. 
repealed ; but, two years after, it was reincorporated Tor four- ijsj, 
teen years ; and, by succe?ssive legislative acts of the istate of 
Pennsylvania, it has been continued until the present time. 
The old United States Bank, incorporated in 1791,^ continued 1701. 
in existence until 1811, when its charter expired ; but, l&ve^''^'^ 
years after, a new bank was incorporated, which wound up its isu. 
ailiBdrs in 1886, under the presidency of General Jackson.* 
The firat bank in Massachusetts, under tiie state constitution, 
wad er^tablished in 1784, and was known as the '* Mas^jachu- 1784. 
setts Bank," with a capital not exceeding live huudu d thou- 
sand jKJUuds. Its charter had no limitations as to its contin- 
uance ; and for several years it was the only incorjiorated 
banking company in the state, yielding to its stockholders 
very great profits. Since then more than two hundred banks 
have been incorporated in Massachusetts ; but the first char- 
tered bank still survives.' The Massachusetts Mint" was 



' The delegates from Massachusetts 
Toted against the inoorpontioii of thto 
bank. Jour, of Cbng. } Fek on the 

Currency, 193. 
• Pelatiih Webster's KssavB on 

Bankiiif?, Philad. 1790; CureyV De- 
bates. \c., of the A-isenihly of Penn- 
svlwuiia, 17S6 ; Gouge's Hist, of 
banking, 12-14, ctl. 1835; Felt on 
the Currency, 193, 197; Pitkin's Sli- 
tistics of the V. S. 41o. 41<i, et seq., 
and Hwt. U. S ii. A W 319; Hradfonl, 
ii. 2 If], and lli>t. Fi-d. (Jov. 3(5. 37. 
It should be observed that the liimk 
of North America, on receiving its 
second charter, became a state insti- 
tution, on the retiremeut of Morris, 



and itn connection with the national 
treasury ceased. Tt was located in 

Penns)'lvaiii.i, and had obtained a 
charter from that state. Pitkin's iSta- 
tisdcs or the U. 8. 41G; Hildreth'e 

U. S. 2d series, L 2G0 et seq. 

' The Path to Kiehes, cVc, by a Cit- 
izen of Massachusetts UoKton, 1792, 
47 et seq. ; Gouge's Hist, of Hank- 
ing; Felt on the (^lrrency, 199; 
Hradford. ii. 21(i. The General Cimrt, 
in their session of the winter of 1792, 
became alamied nt the ojjeration of 
this bank, and sent a committee, who 
inquired, but never exjilicitly reportp 
ed iijton its dcl)tH and credits. ** It 
seemed to be miderstoud iu the Uouse 
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MASSikCHUSBTIS MINT. 



CHAP, establisliod in 1786 ; but only seventy thousand dollars, in 
cent and half cent pieces, were coined ; and, after the adop- 
1786.^ tion of tbe federal constitution, the mint was discontinued. It 
1788. ' had beea proposed by tbe l^gislatnre to have gold and silver 
VmAi, ^lu^ . Congress adrised againat the measure, on the 
ground that coining mon^ was properly the pierogetive of the 
national government, and that a nniform corrency was neoe»> 
sary for tbe convenience of the people in all parts of the 
country.* 

Tho oleotion of Afr. Hancock a? pfovernor of the state was 
carried for several years without much opposition; and be* 
filled the office to which he was chosen to the acceptance of 
the public Tbe character of this gentleman has been vari- 
ously estimated, and diiferenily by the same pencils at differ* 
ent times. That he was a man of wealth, fiond of display, and 
withal somewhat vain, as well as ambitious, are &et8 which 
few will dispute. But when it is insinuated that his patri- 
otiRin was selfis«h, and that his devotion to the interests of 
his country was insincere, it is only necessary to jx)int to his 
correspondence, both public and private, and to bia conduct in 



of Reprt^cntatives that it wan a mat- 
ter which oujzht not to be npokea up- 
on ; and a biU wa« wiMed Kmitii^ w 
is^uoH of their creditR to double their 
Oapital." I'ath to IticheN 50. 

^Bradford, ii. 328; Felt on the 
Gdmnejr, 205-207. JokHuu Withert-l 
Wn cm|)owercd by the Gcnonil Court 
to have U»e needed buildin)^ erected 
for the mint in Mmachmtetta, and 
Ruitalile iniichinen- provided ; and 
from the works erected on the Neck 
and at ] )edham omto were issued* in 
178", wliich lK)re on one face a re]>- 
resentation of an eaale Krattping in the 
right talon a bimdle of seven arrows 
and in the lert an olive branch — the 
emblems respectively of defence and 
peace. On the braaat of tiie ea^Ie 
was a shield, in the centre of which 
the word " cent " was inscribed ; the 
<nt««dgeof tiM piBee «M codidfld 



with the word " Massachusetts;" nA 
at the bottom were the figures ** 1787," 
die date of cmimon. On ^ t/bmnB 
nde >va^ :in Indian, grasping with Ub 
right hand a bow, one end of which 
rested on the ground, and with his 
left an arrow, with the barb pointing 
to the earth. Near his forehf id is a 
single fitar,and on the edge is circura- 
Rcribed the word ** ConmoairaBltk.'' 
A few of tlu'sc coins are still in exilic 
ence, l)ut liiey ore not \try commOD* 
For a devripCion of the early United 
States coins, f«e Felt on the Curren- 
cy, 2Uo, 206, note. An " act for in- 
troducinif the dollar and its parts aa 
the moMiy of account in this com- 
monwealth " was passed February 25, 
1705 ; and the United State^ about 
the same time, adopttnl a »iiinilar law. 
Mass. Laws for l7iMb-^, chap, zii.) 
HUdnlh'aU.& 
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every emergency to disprove the charge ; and when the arts crae. 
of the demagogue and of the adventurer are ascribed to hun, J^_^ 
it is only necessary to say that, judged by the same rule^ a im 
like charge may with equal, if not greater, force be brought iii. 
against his accusci-s. Whoever, indeed, expects to find la 
politieal life an entire exemption from tiie frailtie,-; of human- 
ity, may with pei fccL propriety eiigage in the i-carch for the 
philosopher's £>tono, and with a like prospect of succes^i. All 
have their failings ; and faultless characters are exceedingly 
rare. A man most be judged by his aims and his deeds^ 
father than by his failures or his idiosyncrasies. On this 
groond, few, it is believed, will hesitate to concede to Gov- 
ernor Hancock the praise of meaning and doing well, of amply 
atoning for his errors when known, and of meriting riehly tho 
approval of posterity by his manifold sacrilices aud his gener- 
ous devotion to the interests of his country.^ 

* Comp. Quincy'a Hint H. ColL ; jured or justly offended him, and 

Bndfoid, iL 234, 331 ; iiL 27 1 Allim'a though I iipent much of mv time and 

Biog. Diet art. Hancock ; Loring's sutfcred unknown anxiety in dtfend- 
Hundred Orators. Mr. Hancock was injj^ his property, reputation, and lib- 
governor of Massachuwttis in all, ertv from ))ersecuUon, 1 cannot but 
eleven years, \nz.. from October. 1 780, rerfect upon myself for not ]n)nng 
to Fehnmry, 17Ha, and fhim 1787 to him more respect than I did in his 
1793. lie died October 8, 1793, aged liletiiue. His life will, however, not 
66 years. John Adtrns, whoM coar- ever be written. But if statuea, c^e- 
acterh is also been tlic subject of lisks, p\Tamids, or di^^nr• honors were 
much illiber.iJ comment, bears noble ever merited, bv men, of cities or na- 
te«timony to the worth of Governor tion% James Otis, Samuel Adaill% 
HaiKHKk. "You never jimfoundly and Jolin Hancock deserved these 
admired Mr. Hancock,"' he wrote to from the town of BoNtoa and the 
William Tudor. ■*Hehad Tanttvand United States. . . . Mr. Han- 
caj)rice. I can ^ ly with truth that I cock liad a delicate constitution. He 
profoundly admired him, and more was xery infirm ; a great part of his 
pfofinmdlv loved him. U he had life was peued in acute pain. . . . 
vanity and caprice, so had I. And if Yet it was astonishing w ith what pa- 
hiH vanity and cupiice made me some- tiencc, pcrBCveiance, and pimctuauty 
times sputter, as you know they often ■ he attended to bunness to the hat. 
did, mine. I well know, had often a Nor were his talents or attiirunents 
simiLur effect upon him. But these inoousiderable. They were far supe- 
Httle fiickeringa of little paidom d»- lior to many who hm been much 
Imnine nothing concernmg essentnl moie oriebrated. He had a great 
characters I knew Mr. Hanoodt deal of political sagacity and penetiar 
from hift cradle to his grave. He tion into men. He vms by no means 
was ndimlly generous and benevo* ft eontem])tible Hcholar or onitor." 
lent . . . Though I oefer in- Adsms's Cor. in Works, z. 2d9->261. 
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CHAP. The question of slavery had for many years attracted the 

^^J^ attention of patriots and philanthropists, and pamphlets and 
1780 essays had been published to disooorage the holding the black 
VI9L race in bondage. The odious traffic in human beings, indeed, 
was never sanctioned in Massachusetts ; and, under the colo- 
nial and the provincial cliarters, the slave trade was deprecated 
as a (lis'i'race to humanity.* Jlenco, wlicn, in 1(>15, two Afri- 
cans. siippoM-d to have liucn kidnaiJjM^'d, were bioiiirht into the 
colony by " Captain Smith," to be sold as slaves, they were 

jJJJj4^ ordered to be liix'rated ; and a law was passed proliibiting 
the buying and selling of slaves, except those taken in law- 
ful war, or reduced to servitude for their crimes."* Yet 
slaves were owned by the wealthier class until the opening of 
the revolution ; ' but the General Court continued to express 
their abhorrence of the slave trade, and endeavored to dis- 
countenance the practice of holding slaves. In conventions, 
also, the subject was airitatod ; and the convention at Worces- 

9«aul4. resolved "that wo ablior tlie enslaving of any of tlie hu- 
man ra ;uid particularly of the negroes in tliis country ; 
and Umt, whenever there shall be a door opened, or opportur 
nity presented, for any thing to be done towards the emanci- 
pation of the negroes, we will use our influence and endeavor 
that such a thing may be brought about." * At the opening 

OcTiV ^® revolution, likewise, the people of Massachusetts de- 
clared their intention to '^take into consideration the state 
and circumstances of the negro slaves in this province;"* 



> Belknap^ in 1 M. U. ColL iv. 
196 201. 

''Mass. Rec'8,ii. 16'<: iii. 40; Sav- 
age's Wintlirop, ii. 298-300, 462} 
1 M. II. Coll. iv. 1 •).->. 

^ 111 tli(> w ills of the Wftilthy, 
are fn i|ufiitl\ uanuKl, and they were 
bcfjiiL'.iiht'd as k-f^acii's In childrt'n or 
friends. For the statistics of slavery 
in M.issachusetts hofon? and after the 
revolution, «ee 1 M. 11. ColL iv. 198, 
199} Annala Am. Statist Awociation. 



* Lincoln's Hist Worcester, 110. 

* See \6L iL 496, and comp. Jour. 
Prov. Cong; 29. hi many of the 

towns, votes wero jjassed njpiinst sla- 
very ; and a number of Macks euli^t- 
ed m the amy, and did frood s< rvice 
durinfr the war. 1 M. H. Coll. iv. 
L'O.'i; Liiifoln's Hist. Worcester, 110. 
All ahle " A<ldress to the lnhal)itaiits 
of the Britixh Settlements in .\nivri- 
ca uuon Slave Keeping " was printed 
at Pmbdelphia, and leprintad at Boa- 
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and, in tlio fall of 1776, when several blacks were brought chap. 
into Salem, who were found on board a British prize ship ^ T * 
{rem Jamaica, and were advertised to be sold, the legislature 1776. 
interfered, and ordered them to bo liberated.' And the new 
oonstitatton, in the 'first artide of the declaration of rigfata^ 17801 
based upon the noted axiom of the Beckration of Indq>end- 
ence, declared that ''all men are bom free and equal " — a 
claiK^e which was inserted by Judge Lowell, with t^pocial refer- 
ence to the subject of slavery. 

Under these circumstances, a public expression of opinion 
could not be long delayed ; and, in 1783, a judgment of the ITSSL 
Supreme Judicial Court f^iven in the county of Worcester 
was a final decision nn£EivorabIe to the ezisteoce of shivery in 
Massadinsetts. Tbe case then decided originated some time 
before, and was occasioned by a citizen's beating and imprison- ITBL 
ing his negro servant, whom he claimed as his slave. This 
offence the public would not overlook ; and the defendant was 
a(ijudi,'cd guilty of an assault, and was sentenced to jniy a 
fine of fortv shillin^^s.^ The abolition of slavery was thu3 
virtually ('ITocted. The slave trade was prohibited in 1788 j j^j^^ 
and, though many who had been held in bondage contintied as 
servants in the families of their masters during their lives^ 
at the opening of the nineteenth century there were few such 
left, and the institution died a natural death.* 

ton in 1771 ; and :i socond I'ditinn w;i8 and of the prop-ess of emancipation, 
priiiU'd at l*luiadelj>hia in the same see Kuut's Cummentaricj*, ii, 3iT, aiid 
year. Authoft Dr. Benjamin Hush, comixire BaiicroiVs U. S. L chap. 5, 
'* A I'i)rrnN!c 1 >ispiit'.' nil t!ir Legali- and ^Val^h's ApiMMl, ."JOfi— 42 J. 
ty of unxluvmg the Atriciuui, held at ' Juur. IL oi IL lur Sepu 13, 1776; 
the public Commencement in Gani- Felt*a Salem, ii. 417 ; Bredlbrd, u. 
brid-e, X. R, July 21, I77:i. by I'Jl. Oa the Hth <.f Juur. 1777, a 
two Candida l<tti lur the Bachelors De- bill was reported in tiie Hduso uf 
gree,"— TheophiluaParaotts and Elipb- Representatii'es "for preventing the 
alet Peai^on, — was printed at Hos- practice of holding; persons in slave- 
ton in 17 7;i. The ai;^ument in the ry." Jour. ILot It. lor June 9, 1777. 



of Jaraeti Somernett, a negro, ' 1 IL H. CoXL t. 203 ; Bradford, 

befine the Court of King's Bench, ii. 226. For an afiOount of a suit ia 

ytaa reprinted in Hoston in 1774. For 1770, which alim terminuted in fiivor 

John AdamiiK oj)iiuon on slavery, hce of the skvc, see 1 M. 11. Coll. iv. 

"Works*, ix- 92. For a oonden.se<l his- 20 J, .md Coffin's Newbury. 

t4»y of skvety in thedUnitod &tata», ' Bradford, ii. 320i Belknap, in 
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CENSUS OF THE STATE. 



CHAP. • The coiiPiis of the state, taken in the spring of 1784, showed 

.^^^j;^ an aggregate population of three hundred and fifty-eiglit thoa- 

1784. sand aouls, of whom four thoosand throe hundred and seventy- 

177S. Mven were blacks. The oenBiis of 1776 gave throe hundred 

and forty-nine ihonsaad inhabitantB ; and this amaU inc roa B O 

ra the period of eight years is doabttosB to be attribiited partly 

to the removal of many families to Yermont and Kew York, 

bat principally to the losses sustained in the war, during which 

thousands of llie citizens of Massachusetts perished.* 

The health of Mr. Hancock, wliich was never firm, had been 

failing for some time, in consequence of his cares and his 

1786. manner of living. Hence, in the winter of 17^^4-5, he de- 
Jaa. 

elined a reelection to the chair of the chief magistracy ; and, 
in the following spring, James Bowdoin, thongfa.^ling to 
lUj. receive a minority vote, was ehosen by the legislature to fill 
his place. Mr. Bowdoin belonged to one of the first familiea 



1 M. H. ColL iv. 197, 205. For an 
account of the attem))t to discourage 
the *lave trade, see ibid. 201 et seq. ; 
and for an elaborate note on slavery 
in Essex county, sec Coffin's New- 
bury, t3^4-350. See also Jaekson's 
Newton, H7-98. An action was tried 
in 17UI, in the county of liri.stoi, 
which manifested the feelings of the 
people relit ive to the slave trade, 
oee Bradiurdf iiL 31. A valuable 
caaay '*0n the Slavery and Com- 
merce of the Iltinian S|ucie-." \c., 
was read before the Uuivendty of 
Oambridffe, England, printed in Lon- 
*don, and rejirinted in Philadelphia, 
in mm. Clarkfion's En»a.y on the 
Impolicy of tihe AfKoan Sbve TVade, 
ana Brissot de M^unlle's Oratioa 
on the Al>oUtion of the African Slave 
Trade, were also reprinted at Phil- 
adelphia in 1788. The I'ennsyl- 
Tania Abolition Society, begun in 
1774, and enbrged in 17S7, j>rinttd 
their Constitution, with the Act.s of 
the Penns\lvania Assembly, in the 
same ^ear. St. Ueoi-ge Tucker's Du*- 
•ertation on Slavery, and Propoaak 



for its Abolition in Virginia, yras pub- 
lished at Philadol|)hia m 17%. The 
memorials of sevi ml of the atatea for 
the aljoHtion ol slaverj- were sent to 
Con^^ess, and printed in 1792. The 
Proceedings m the Convention at 
Philadelphia were publisheil in ]79o. 
Noah Webster. Jun., lisq., of the Con- 
necticut S<jcietv tor the Ptnomotioiii of 
Freedom, jjublislu d a pani];hlet on 
the KtfectA of Slavery on Morals and 
Industry, at Ilartibiil, in 1 792. The 
divc»is>ions tipon slaver) in the Con- 
gress of the United States from 1790 
to 1799 were ^uite exciting. Oomfi. 
llildreth's V. S. 2(1 series, vols. i. nnd 
iL Numerous jwmphlets on slaver}' 
were published m England firom 1784 
to 1796. 

> mtkin's Statistics of the U. S. 
583 ; Bradford, iL 2S& The popu- 
lation in 175H) ^'ave fer Ma-'-achu.'-elLs 
17s,()0() (iouls, ofwhom 10(),0(K» were 
in the District of Maine, and 378,000 
in MttKyiichusetts projjer. Not a sin- 
pie slave was then returned from Mas- 
t>achut»etts. Bradlurd, iii. 
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in the ^t&tc, and was eminent for his dignity, his integrity, chap. 
and the amiableness of his charitcter.^ Ilis |X)litical oppo- *.,^^!^ ^ 
nents, of coarse,- were namerons ; nor did they lail to iotimate 178S. 
doubts of his loyalty to the principles of freedom. But his 
▼hole life had been a oontinooos proof of his sympathy for 
fiberty ; and, if he was " less ardent in his disposition, and less 
deslroas of conforming to merely popular sentiments, than many 
others, who became tlierefor tlie greater favorites of the com- 
mon j)Cople," there are not a few, proliably, who will esteem 
this a venial ofi'enco, more than counterbalaiu-ed by that cor- 
rcctncHS of judgment and prudence of conduct which seldom 
£Biil to command res^pect, and which are, indeed, among the 
best and noblest qualifications for the serious duties of public 
life. He who sedu the permanent welfare of the people by 
''reminding them of their obligations, and by giving them in 
his own person an example of all the social virtues," it should 
seem, is quite as worthy of confidence and support as he who 
builds npou luoro showy qualitie.-:.^ 

During the admiuistiation of Governor Bowdoin, a con* 

* Mr. Bowdoiii, who was bora in ways active in the sen-ice of his na- 

Btwton, August 7, 1726, and gradoat- tive land, and devoted himself, heait 

•d aitHarviml CoUcffe in IT l.j. was a and »ou\, to tljc promotion of its in- 

dennuLint of Pierre Baudouiu, the tereots. Fur sixteuu yean prenous 

Huffuenot esilei irfio settled on the to the opening of the revolution, he 

him itNuI from Portland to VnuirhanV wns a nu>mher <tf the Ooandl of Mai^ 

Bndge in 1661, and who in IGJO re- sachusetts. 

mored to Boston. "Heimsorthat ' Bmdftnd, iL 296, 287. ■*The 

jome noMe stock," ohsrrvcs Mr. best securify of a povonior," says the 
Wintbrou, AdUreMses uiid Speeches, author of Cuto's IxaterH, '^is tiie 
92, ** whidi fTOve three presidents out fectioBi of the people, which he may 
cS iiiiif to the old Conj^c-ss of the always gain by making their interests 
Conliederation ; which gave her Lau- his own. They will then, as they love 
reuses and Marions, her Iluj^^rn and themselves, love him, and defeira hfan 
ManigaultH, her Prioleaus and Gail- who delends tliem. This is the nat- 
lards. and Legiires to South Carolina ; ural basis of superiority and distino- 
which gave her Jays to New York, tion." Sudi were the views of Gov- 
her Boudinots to New Jeney, her ernor Bowdoin. For a valuable sketch 
Brimnier>i, her Dexters, and her Pe- of the life and services of this distin- 
ter Fanciiil, with the Cradle of Lib- guished patriot, nee the able address 
erty, to MasndlUseltH." The public of Hon. 11. (.', Winthrop before the 
b'fe of Governor Howdoin extended Me. Hist. Soc. Sept. 5, 1849. in Win- 
over a jieriud of mure llian thirty throp's Addresses and Speeches, 
jean, during which time he wns u- 137. 
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192 CONVENTION AT PORTLAND. 

CHAP, von (ion was held in Falmouth, now Portland, to discuss the 

^^^^^^ ]irupricty of formiiii? into a separate state tho District of 
1785. Mai DC. The want of a ^parate government had loug been 
felt in those parts ; and, as a number of persons of probity 
and wealth were dearons of a eeparatlon, they had prevailed 
with others to meet and oonaider the expediency of tho measp 
ure.' But their proceedings were beliered to be ^ irregular ; ^ 

0«t M. and the governor, in his speech to the General Conrt, referred 
to the call of tho convention, and represented the course taken 
by its friends as having " an evil tendency towards dismera- 
berinfr tlie conimonwealth." The House, in their reply, con- 
curred in these views, censured the " attenjpts by individuals 
or bodies of men to dismember the state," which, in their esti- 
mation, were " fraught with improprieties and danger/' and, in 
conclufflon, observed that the social compact, solemnly entered 
into by the people of this commonwealth, ought to be guarded 
with the utmost care ; and it will,'' they added, ever be the 
aim of tlie legislature to prevent all infractions of it, and to 
preserve the constitution entire." 

Ja?4. "♦^twithstandiuir these d<'claratioiis, the convention met 

a second' time, and chose a committee of nine to j^reparc a 
statement of evils and grievances, and an estimate of the ex- 
pense of a separate government' Their report was presented 
on the following day ; and, after it had been ordered to be 
signed by the president, and sent to every town in the 
district,' a third convention was appointed to be holden on 

* The Pftlmouth Gazette, the only 1, 1785 ; but only thirty persons were 

pap^r then ])tiMiv|u'(l in M i'nc. wt* prt'si-nt, frnm (HfTcrcnt tfnms in the 

erowilLHl wiih udilresses to tho jM'Oj)le district. Com|). 1 M. U. ColL iv. 27, 3d. 

on this rohject ; and clerp\Tnen. phy- • Thh convention conflicted of thh^ 

iicianB, lawvor*;, iiiul f;ini!('i-s seemed ty-three members fri>m twenty of the 

engaged in aeeelemting the eveuU towiiH in the diiitrict, and won oisan- 

"Tney ctU eni]>li>ycd both their pens iascd by the choice of Hon. Wilfiam 

nnd their j)ri-..iie inHuence in cuinin- Gorham ])residcnt, and Stephen 

cin^ tlkcir Icliow-ciii/eiui of tiie pro- Loiu^cUow, Jan., an secFetaxy. 1 M. 

prietv and ad\nntJifje.H of becoming a H. Coll. iv. 27, 2S. 

diMinet nietnl.er of the Union." The ^ For this report, see IM.H.C0IL 

notitication lora met>tin^ was puhliKhed iv. 36-38. 
hi the Oaaettee fi>r SepL 17 and Oct 
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the first Wednesday in September. This convention, which chap. 
conBiBted of thirty-one persons, from the conntiee of York, 
Cumberland, and Lincoln, renewed the compUunfa of tlic 1786. 
former aasembly, and appointed a committee to, petition the 
Oeneral Court for a separation, after which it was adjourned Sapt 8. 
to the following January.' In the mean time, the opposition 
began to be formidable, and rejiionstraiues were sent in 
again?Jt the petition. But this did not discuuratre the friends 
of the niea.<ure ; and, on the retissenibling of the convention, jj^^ 
though only about a tliird of the towns were represented, it 
was found that, of the whole number of votes cast, amounting 
to nine hundred and seventy, six hundred and dghteen were 
in &Tor of a separation, and three hundred and fifty-two were 
opposed ; or, reckoning by towns, of the fhirty-two out of 
ninety-three which were represented, twenty-four TOted in the 
affirmative, and eight in the negative.* The motion, however, 
tliat the petition for a separation should be sent to the legisla- 
ture, was unex|>ectedly negatived ; anil, th(jugh tlie vote was 
reconsidered by a majority of two, and tlie subject was kept 
aliye by adjournment for more tlian a year, in the end it was 
dropped, or rocked into a slumber," from which it was not 
aroused for several years.' 

In the midst of tiiese difficulties, the General Court, "always 
disposed to administer justice towards the eastern people in a 
spirit of conciliatory generosity and alFection," devised meas- 
ures to "cool and abate the high ^e{)aialioii fever." To this 
end, wild lauds were exempted from taxation for the period 



' Tliorc were ttro conventions as- 
sembled at this time, but a coales- 
cence* was effected, and thev acted 
in conjunction. 1 M. H. Coll. iv. 30. 
The petition to the General Courts 
vilh the accomi)an>-ing address, is 
in ibid. 3H-40. 

• I M. H. Coll. iv. 3'i. William- 
ton, Hist Me.ii. 531, wiys there were 
9M votes cast, of which M5 weie in 

TOL. m. 13 



the affirmative. He also says that 
thiH meeting was held on the 3d of , 
Januarv, wr lereas, firon the statement 
in 1 M! H. Coll. iv. 32, it apjxtirs that 
the former convention was odioumed 
to the latt Wednesday in January, 
which wa-i the 31st of the month. 

' 1 M. H. CA)1L iv. 25 ; Bradford, 
ii. 24U J Williamson's Maine, iL 621— 
632. 
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194 RE-ELECTION OF GOVERNOR BOWDOIN. 

GEAP. of ten years from (lie date of the exoi^'ution of the state'i^ deed 
to grantees ; the fee bill was revised ; the law for the relief 

1787. of poor debtors was amended ; roads were laid out at the 
public expense ; a term of the Supreme Court, and an addi- 
tional term of the Common Pleas and Sessions, were estate 
lisbed at Pownalborongh ; the laws of the state were ordered 
to be published in the Falmonth (Gazette ; permanent inhabit^ 
ants, settled npon the pablic lands prior to 1784, were qaieted 
by a deed of one hundred acres, on the payment of five dol- 
lavs ; a eollege was estal»li;*hed and patronized in the District ; 
and every thinur wjls done that could be to evince a willing- 
ness to treat the people with suitable liberality.^ 

1731 Upon his reelection to the chief magistracy, in 1786, by the 
Tote of three fourths of the people of the state, Goyemor 
Jvmi. Bowdoin, in his annual message, took occasion to refer to the 
interests of education, and urged upon the l^slatnre special 
attention to the wants of the timehonored college at Gam- 
bridge. Alluding to the article in the constitution which 
rcfpiircd the General Court to provide for its supjiort and 
pros|)erity, and to the diflieulties under which it had labored, 
he proposed that the grants of laud which liad been made for 
its benefit should be fully secured, and, in addition, t)iat a 
portion in the new township should be reserved for its use. 
He reminded them that this institution had been dear to their 
fothers, and had been held in esteem by the English gor- 
emment, and expressed his confidence that a republican legis- 
lature could not neglect the interests of science. Nor was 
this appeal without effect ; and the action of the General 
Court furnishes satisfactory proof that a liberal spirit still* 
guided its counsels, and that piety and learning were still 
esteemed by the people of New England.* 

* AddrefM to InhsbiUuits of Mune, ' Worcester Mag. No. tl,fiir Jvne, 
Portland, 1 791 1 WilUaauoD'B Mun^ 17S6| BndM, iL a94» 

ii. 632, daa. 
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Domestic manufactures, amidst the bustle of war, had fallen OSAP. 
into decay ; and the people, unable to attend to their improve 
meaif had become accustomed to depend for their supplks iTSS. 
upon imports from Europe. A heavy debt was thus incurred, 
of the burden of which all daases complained. Henoe^ to 
remedy this evil, and at the same time to pive a new stimulus 
to industry in tlic .<tate, an a<j^reenient wa^ ontored into by a 
number ol" the wcaltijicst and most respectable eiti/.ens, to dis- 
courage tlic use and importatiou of foreign goods by wearing 
homespun clotlies. Tlie governor himself subscribed to this 
agreement, with Lieutenant Governor Cushing, and a numboir 
of members of the Council and Senate ; and, influenced bjr 
their example, in the most fashionable circles it waa the pride^ 
of those who wished to be thought patriotic to appear im gar«. 
ments of American fabrics ; and the spinning wheel and loaOk 
were busily plied in all parts of the state.* | 

It was, however, at a later date, and after Gtjvernor Han- 
coek liail resumed the chair, that tho lej^isluture of Massachu- 
setts acted officially, and, by special enactmentSy gave public 
encouragement to such branches of industry as promised to be 



* Bradfnnl. ii. 270. Comp. Wil- 
liamson's Mainu, ii. 533. President 
Washington, it is naid, on delivering 
hilt speech to Cungren, in Januarv, 
1790, x»-as dressed iti ;i suit of brcxKl- 
doth from the wuulien Victory of 
Colonel Jeremtfth Wadswoith, recent* 
ly esLthlished in llatlford, Connecti- 
eaU PitkinV StatiKticH of the U. S. 
409. For tin aooount of the innn> 
ninp match** in Newlmry, April 4, 
littT, sec Coffin's Newbury, 261, and 
the Eiwex Journal for April 4, 1787. 
Tlie Ucv. Mr. Murray, at whose hou.se 
the " match " took pbce, deHvcretl ti 
discourse u|x>n the occasion, select iii},' 
■i his text the words recorded in Ex- 
odus XXXV. 25 : " And all the women 
that were wise-hearted did spin with 
tfaeb hands.'* DoubtlcM similar scenes 
were witnes«-ed in many pirts of the 
state. For valuable iul'ormatioa upon 



the stale of manufarttires in Mist 
chusetts, see the Messa^i^es of Gov. 
liowdoui, und. comp. VV'inthrop's Ad- 
dress on the Life and Services of 
.Tames Uowdain, in Addresses and 
Spcedu>i«, ll'.»-122,and the Mem. of 
8bter. the 20th oT August, 1788» 
the iradeMueii and manuftctim rs of 
liuslou i«si<ued a circular letter to 
"their brethren in the seveml sea* 
ports in the Union," which was pub- 
lished in Care}'V Amehcau Museum, 
iv. 347. The same woik also ooih 
taiuH several valuable artiokB on Amei^ 
ican manufactures, especially of col'> 
ton, and on the introduction of the 
cidture of cotton mto the United 
States, which had not then been com- 
menced, but which has since revolu- 
tionized the history of the Southern 
States, and ])roved one of the stroq^ 
est bulwarks of slavery. 
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CHAP. U5<cful, and for tlio pro.sciMitiou of wlTwli tlie roquisito matorials 
could be procured. Hence a duck manufactol'y was cstab- 
1780. li8ho<l in " Frog Lane," in Boston, and a cotton mannraetorv in 
17M. Beverly, both of which received pecuniary aid from tlie General 
Court — the former in the way of a boontj upon the dock 
manufactured, and the latter by a grant of eastern lands.' 
The mannfiiotare of pot and pearl ashes was likewise increased 
in the interior of the state, and the two hundred and forty 
establishmeiita which sprang up supplied those who traded to 
England wifli a valuable article for exportation.-' Nails were 
ali?o manufactured in larire quantities; an<l it is ?4iid that, in 
many dwellings, small forges were ereri,',!. .it which even 
boys worked with their fathers, in tiie long winter evenings — 
thus contributing an appreciable quota to the income of the 
fiunily.' 



* Mam. Lawn for 1789, chap. xIB. j old mill ii Tet atandfaig. Mem. of 

1 M. H. ajll. ill. 279; Bradford, il Sliter; Pitkin's St.iflstics of thf V. S. 
329. Comp. Abbe Kobia's New 468. On the factory in fievurly ea- 
Tra^li, 16. So early m 17W>, an aa- tabfished m nS9 or 1790, lee Stone^s 
aociatioi) wa.s formed in Worcester lievcrly, FeltV iSalem, ii. 162, and 
for the pur])OKe of spinning aud I'itkin's Statistics of the U. S. 468. 
ivea^ing cotton ; a rahiwription was On the manufacture of lace, of thread, 
nlaedror defhiying the ex])eiMe of aiuKilk, in 1700. mo Felt's Ipswich, 
a jenny; on the 30th of April, it lOl. On the maiiutacture of wool cards 
was announced in the Spy that "on in Boston, see 1 M. H. Coll. iii. 279, 
Tueaday Inst the first piece of oar- and Mass. Mag. for May, 1T!)1. 
duroy made in the maiiuractory in ' Mass. I,a\vs for .Ium\ 17!il, chap, 
this town M-jis taken t'ruin the loom ; ix. ; Jiraiilurd, ii. '6'2'J ; J^incoin's liisL 
and, in 1790, fustians, jeans, cordu- Worcester, 321. For valuable hints 
rovR, fi'i'l "feileral rili and cotton" on themanufactiu-es of MasMchusetls, 
were advertised for sile by kSaniuel see 1 M. II. CoIL iiL 27tJ-2iiG. On 
Bmaer. The wite of the first mill was the general commerce of Mas-sachu- 
on the stream below the Court Mills, setts belore the yvivr 18(Mt, se<' Pit- 
Lincoln 't» Hist. Worcester, 321. For kin s Statistics, passim ; Abbe llobin's 
an account of the exertions of Mr. New Travels, 15-17. 
Orr, of Hndirewater. in introdiaiiif; ' Mass. I/nvs for 17l'0. 1791, and 
the cotton manuliicture into the Old 1794; lirudim-d, ii. 329. I'he statis- 
Colony, see Mitchell^ Bridgewater, ties of the hon manufacture b MaM«»> 
,09, and 1 M. II. Coll. ix. 'J/iG. The elm t tts previous to 1790 are (piite 
iirbt cotton lactur)- in America is said imperlbct. It is iinoHii, however, that 
to have been estabfinhed at North a number of fbmaoes and forges had 
Pro^-idence. R. I., under the auspices been established both in the Old Col- 
of Almy and Bro'W'n, by Samuel Sk- ony and in the Massachusetts Bay— 
ter, the fother of this luranch of bun- the pnnci|)al estabKslimenta being at 
HBM in the United States) and his Nogton, Eastmii Bighton, Weymontht 
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The setdement of claim between Massachosotts and chap. 
New York was amlcablj effected during the administration 
of Gk>Ternor Bowdoin. This claim was to a part of the ter- 178&. 

ritory to the west of the Hudson Hirer ; but it was resisted 
by New York ; and ihc j^ultjoct was referrod to tlic General 
Congress by the authorized agents of both the stut<'-^, and 
commissioners were appointed to settle tlio <M)ntroversy. 
These commi^^sioners held seTcral meetings, but without arriv- 
ing at a satisfaetory conclusion; and the agents of the two 
states met at Hartford, where it was agreed that Massacliusetts 
should haye the preemptive right to two large tracts of land, 
containing about five millions of acres, within the bounds 
claimed, a portion of whidi was situated near the centre of 
the state, and the rest to the westward, bordering on Lake 
Erie. The jurisdiction over these lands, however, was contin- 
ued in New York ; and Massachusetts, on lier part, relini]uis]ied 
forever tlie residue of her claim, cxcej^ting the mo-;* western 
part, which had Iw^'en previously granted and ceded to Con- 
gress, and which formed a part of the northern and western 
territory bordering upon the British possessions. The boun- 
dary line of the two states, 'which was likewise in dispute, was iiw. 
adjusted by skilful malhematidans and the geographer of the 
United States, who were employed with the conseot of the 
General Congress.' 

Hanover, Brid^^cwatertL^Tin, Am Hie openbgof the xeToIution; iind,dar> 

♦'Federal Fninaco," in ("arvcr, was inij the wnr, the Kanic jjnifleman was 
establiiibed in ITU-l. Hugh Orr, Esq., eninioyed in casting cannon ui:d ))alls. 
a niadm of Soothnd, wm one of the HoW't s Aliinirton, 90. John Noyeii 
earliest edije tool ninniifictiirors in is alluded to in the messages of Gov- 
MB8«achusctt& He also manui'actiiretl em(»r liowdoin as a j-or.Non inlereMted 
flreamu and oannon for the United in the iron inanuf icturc, who, in oon- 
Statos during the revolution. The junction witli I'nl llevcre, his jiart- 
•hovel factory at Eastou was e»tal>- ner, offered tu erect woriis in tiu*i 
liihed quite early, end, under Hm con* state, if they oouM obtnin sufficient 
duct of the Messrs. Auio^^. is at ])rcs- enmnraijement from the lr-!>lature. 
eat one of the most extensive manu- Tiic manulucture of axes, hoes, and 
fiustories in tiie United States. 1 M. other industrial implements, bad also 
II. Coll. ix. 264; Mitchell's Brid|?e- been inl reduced. 1 M. H. Coll. iiL 
water, 5S. Meeting-house bells are 282. On the manufiicture of glaiis, 
add to IwTo been oast in Abington, aee Msss. Laws for 1783, chap. iu. 
bj-Ookmel Aan» Hobart^ bcfora the * Qua of the Fkov. of Maasi Bbj 
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CHAP. Of fhe manners and cnstoms of fhe people it is proper that 
^^^^ sometihing should be said in this place, in order to show the 
178L State of society at the dose of fhe revelation, and the prog- 
ress which had been made wfthin a few years. It is to be 

regretted tliut our statistics are so imperfect, since the labor 
of collectiiiir infonnatioii is thus greatly increased. To lye 
obliged to rely upon detached hints and occasional allusions 
is exceedingly anaoying ; yet, as the field has never been 
fully explored, there is no alternative but to follow such guides, 
however inadequate, until better can be found. Boston is 
described by a French traveller, in 1781, as presenting a 
magnificent prospect of houses, built on a curved line, and 
eztendiug afterwards into a semicircle above half a league.** 
" These edifices," he adds, "which were lofty and regular, with 
spires and cupolas intermixed at proper distances, did not 
seem to ns a modern settlement so much as an ancient city, 
enjoying all the embellishments and population that never iail 
to attend on commerce and the arts." 

The inside of the town," he continues, " does not at all 
lessen the idea that is formed by an exterior prospect A 
superb wharf has been carried out above two thousand feet 



and N. Y. foL 1764 ; Bradford, ii. 283 
-286, HL 32, 33. A portion <^ thew 

New York lands was sold in IT'^T, 
and brought into the Lreasur}' of the 
Btate the retipeetable nma of a milHoa 
of dollar'- ; an'] the balance was sold 
in 1791 lor i^lOU/XX). The death of 
Governor Bowdoin, which took place 
on rtie 6th of Xovc mbt r. 17SX1. less 
than seven months alter the death of 
the illustriom Franklui, between whom 
and Howdoin a long and genial friend- 
shi)) had existed, Khould not pass un- 
noticed here. " Great and resj)ecta- 
blc," we are told, " was the concourse 
which attended his funeral ; cverv 
BDCcies of occujKition w a* susj>ended ; 
all ranks and orders of men — the 
clerj^y and the laity, the niair'strate 
and the citizen, uen of leibure and 



men of business — testified their af- 
jfeetion and reaped by joining in the 
snlemii jirocession ; and crowds of 
spectators lined the streets through 
ifniich it pamed, whiUit an uncommon 
silence and order every where marked 
the deepness of their sorrow." Win- 
thropVi AddresaeB and Speeehea. 130. 
" It may be said," o!)scrves .Tudije 
jUowell, in his ludo^ on Bowdoiu, 
"that our countn- has produced many 
men of as much genius, many men of 
as much learning and knowledge^ 
many of as much leel Ibr the UheP- * 
ties of their countrj-, and many of as 
gretjt jiietv and virtue; but is it not 
rare iiuiei-tl to find those in w hom they 
have all been combined, and been 
ncK^rned with hia Other accompliihp 
mcnt* ? " 



Digitized by Google 



MANMEfiS AND CUSTOMS. 



199 



into the sea, and is broad enough for stores and workshops chap. 
tiirough the whole of its extent.* It communicates at right 
aogles with the principal street of the town, which is both vm, 
large and spacionsi and bends in a corve parallel to the har- 
bor.* This street is ornamented with elegant buildings, for 
the most part two or three stories high ; and many other 
streets terminate in this, communicating with it on each side. 
The form and construction of the houses would jjurprisc an 
European eye. Thev are built of brick and wood — not in 
the chunsy and nieiunilioiy taste of our ancient European 
towns, but regularly, and well provided with windows and 
door^. The woodwork, or frame, is light, covered on the 
outside with thin boards, well planed, and lapped over each 
other, as we do tiles on our roofs in France.' These buildr 
ings are generally painted with a pale white color, which 
renders the prospect much more pleasing than it would others 
wise be. The roofs are set off with balconies, doubtless for 



' Long Wharf is here referred to, 
which was 1743 feet in length, and 
144 feet in breadth. In 1794, it is 
■dd, there were eighty wharves and 
qoays, chiefly on the east side of the 
town. Fur nn account of tliese, nee 
Dewription nf Hostoo, in 1 M. H. 
CoIL iii. 24 S. 211). 

• Wa-shinfftoii Street is doubtlew 
mentit, a {><)rtioii of which was then 
called Marllxirouijh Street. The eim- 
mcration in 1794 gave 97 streets 
kuiea, 26 alleys, 18 courts, a few 
Bqunres. rind some short |);i<vxf»pR 
from wliarvcs, and from one street to 
timther. These street* were paved 
with heiioh <;ton»^s. mid were " mostly 
irregular." See 1 M. 11. Coll. iii. 2 IS. 
Ohms lamps were then placed in the 
priiicipiil street*, which were li;,'htcd 
at dark. The lamu lighten were ap- 
polttted by the seieeMien; and the 
lampx, nil. and attendance were paid 
lor by the town. 

* Galled *' clapboards," or **weadi- 
«r boaidfl^" al the present day. Maiqr 



of the early-framed houses at the west 
had no other external covering than 
these "weather boards" trnwed, or 
roughly split from the log, and miiled 
upon the studding. Now Etigland 
housetif however, were more sulwtan- 
tiaUy buDt, and had not only an out- 
ward covering of lx)ard« and cltp- 
hoards. but t)u' walls were olteu lined 
with brick Itctweeii the Studding, 
wliifli mull' the huiUliiig wanner m 
the waiter aiul cooler in the .'*ummer. 
The small, loz(>nge-sha|KMl panes of 
glas«!, once f I'shionable in the uindows 
of country dwellings are not alluded 
to by this atithor. Here and there 
one of these old-Cishioncfl buildin||||[a 
may be found standiug, off from tlie 
mean road, in some by and neglected 
patli, in a dihjnM-ited conditioti, and 
with nearly all the glass broken, but 
with a few panes left in the gable win- 
dow, set in a leaden sash. whi< Ii t!ie 
Stones thrown by mischievous boys 
have not aneeeeded m demofohino; 
Oomp. FeltTa Hiit Salem* L 40^-416 
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CHAP, tho more ready extiiiiruisliiiig of lire. Tlie wliole is supported 
^^J^;^^ Ity ;i wall about a fool iii,i!:h. It is ca«y to see liow great an 
1781. advantage these houses Lave over ours m point of ueatooss 
and Ha]iil>rity.' 

'* Their household furniture is simple, but made of choice 
wood, after the English fashion, which renders its appearance 
less gay. Their floors are covered with handsome carpets or 
painted cloths ; but others ^rinkle them with fine sand. The 
city is supposed to contain about six thousand houses, and 
thirty thousind iiiliabitant^.'* There are nineteen ehurches for 
the several seets here,^ all of them convciiii'nt, and several 
finished with taste and elegauee — esj>eeially those of the 
Presbyterians and the Church of England. Their form is 
generally a long square, ornamented with a pulpit, and fur- 
nished with pews of a similar fietbrication throughout. The 
poor as well as the rich hear the word of Qod in these places, 
in a convenient and decent postore of body. 



' " All tlie parts of these build- 
ings," he adds, are bo well joined, 
and thdr weight ia go equally divided, 
and proj)ortionnte to thoir ])ulk, that 
they may be removed l"ri)ni place to 
phioe widi fittle difficulty. I have 
wen one of two stories hijjh removed 
a quarter of a mile, if not more, 
from itx oripnal situation} and the 
•whole l-'rciK-li army have seen the 
same thing done at Newport What 
they tell us of the trnveOing habita- 

tions of the Scythuns is far less won- 
deiAiL" Many houses in the country 
trare pdtited red, and many were tm- 
painted. sjive by the stonns, which 
had stained the walls of a darii,gray- 
iih hue. 

• On the maj) of Baston published 
in 1709, the number of houses in the 
town is set down at about 4000. and 

the population at 20,000. Corap. 
Drake's Boston, 772. For an enu- 
meration of the buildinjf^ in Boston 
in 1789, see 2 M. 11. Coll. ix. 201- 
222. The number was 2639, m all, 



both ]niblic and jirivate. The census 
of 1791 jfave 2376 dwelling houses, 
and 18,038 inhabitants. Comp. 1 >L 
H. Coll. iii. 249-2,-<4. for a fuller de- 
scription of the ])ut>iic uiul private 
biiildin}r>* in Boston. 

^ For statistics of the rhurchea of 
Boston, .see 1 M. H. Coll. iii. 2o6 et 
■eq. I SnowV }li8t Boston, 337 et 
peq. ; Drake's Boston. Tiie nineteen 
alluded to in the text were, probably, 
the First, which then ttood on WaA- 
in;;ton Street; that in Brattle Street} 
the Old South ; the FitKt and Second 
Baptist ; the chwdi in Federal Street | 
the N'l'w Bri'-k Churrh. wiih which 
the Old North had been receutlv- unit- 
ed ; Christ Cburoh ; King^i Cha])el ; 
Trinity Church; the Homan Catho- 
lic ; the New North, and !^ew South ; 
the Methodist Church ; the First Uni- 
versalist; that in Hollis Street; the 
Sandeiuaniiui ; the Quiikcror Friends' 
meeting house ; and the West Church. 
The Old North waa destioyed by the 
Britidi in 177& 
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" Sunday is obBerved with the atmost strictness. All busi- cbap. 
ness, how important soever, is then totally at a stand, and the 
most innocent recreations and pleasures are prohibited. Bos- itsl 
ton, that populous town, where at other times there is such a 
hurry of business, is on this day a mere dcfiert. You may 
walk the stix-cts wiiiiout uioetiiiL^ a single person ; or if, by 
chance, you meet one, you scan cly dare to sto[) and talk with 
him.* Upon day of melam holy, you cannot go iuto' a 
house but you lind the whole family employed in reading the 
Bible ; and, indeed, it is an affecting sight to see the father of 
a family, surrounded by his household, explaining to them the 
sublime truths of this sacred volume. 

" Nobody fails here of going to the place of worsliip appro* 
priated to his sect. In the.-e places there reifriis a profound 
silence ; an order and respect are also ohscrvaltic which 
have not In en seen for a lonjr time in our Catholic churches. 
Their psalmody is grave and majestic ; and the harmony 
of the f>oetry, in their national tongue, adds a grace to the 
music, and contributes greatly towards keeping up the atten* 
tion of the worshippers.* 



' •* A Frenchman that lodfjinl with 
me took it into his ht-atl to pity on 
the flut€ on SuiMlays for hit> amune- 
nent. The [>« u] I< , iii>on hearins it, 
Wert' greatly eiiri<,'<'a, colkt-tfa in 
crowds round Ute doors, and would 
hare carried matten to extremitv in 
a short time with the musician, liad 
not the l.uullord given him waruing 
of Ml danger, and forced him to de> 
•bt." 

• On the history of church music 
in New Knglind, w»e the cxoollent 
manual of (»i*orgc Ilootl, entitli'd A 
History of Mu^i'' in N'cw Kaglaiul, 
&,"c., 15o'«toii, i s 10, and comu. Felt's 
Hist. S litin, i. 491-SOS. Trtie " re- 
form " in siii^M-itr w IS commcnml in 
ll'lO, an<l was advocuted hv the cler- 
gjr with great xptrit — cailinf? forth 
6may« and discourses from S\inme», 
Walter, C'hauncy, and others, tiiug- 



in^ schools were also eatabfished f and 

the churches in Boston, Koxhiiry, Dor- 
chester, Camhridge, Taunton, Bridge* 
mter, Charleetown, Ipswich, Xew^ 

hury, and Bradford were anion:^ the 
first to reform and improve their mu- 
aie. The first American organ, it is 
Kiid. was huilt hy Edward ihtinifield, 
Jun., of Boston, in 1745. iJr. Frank- 
lin, tn 1741, published an editbn of 
Dr. Watts's liynins in Phil idelphia ; 
and, the same year, an edition of the 
Psalms was published in BoKton, for 
J. Edwards. Tate and iir.id)'*s 
Rjon was introduced about the same 
date ; and from this hiH)k the |>8iiiuis 
used in the Protestant KjuaOopal 
Church in the United Stales were 
taken. Baniard's I'saltus wt-re pub- 
lishi-d in IT.jI!. aiid a rexiscd editioo 
of the Hay l*s;dni Book, hy Thomas 
Prince, in ITob. " Urania, a Colleo- 
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CHAP. "All these churches are destitute of ornaments. No ad- 
dresses are made to the heart and the imagination. There is 
1781. no yisible object to suggest to the mind for what purpose a 
man comes into these places, who he- is^ and what he wiU 
shortly be. Neither paintino^ nor sculpture represent those 
grciit events which ouglit to l eciill hiin to his duty, and awaken 
his LTiiititude ; nor are tliose heroes in piety brought into view 
whom it is hid duty to admire and eudeavor to imitate' The 
pomp of ceremony is here wanting to shadow out the greats 
ness of the Being he goes to worship. There are no prooea- 
sions to testify the homage we owe to him, that great Spirit 
of the universe, by whose will nature itself exists, and throqgh 
whom the fields are oorered with hanresta, and the trees are 
loaded with fruits. 

" Piety, liowever, is not the only motive tliat brinL'"s the 
American ladies in crowds to the various placed of worship. 
Deprived of all shows and public dlvereions whatever, the 
church is the grand theatre where they attend to display their 
extravagance and finery. There they oome, dressed off in the 
finest silks, and overshadowed with a profusion of the finest 
plumes. The hair of the head Is raised and aupported on 
cushions to an extravanunt height, somewliat resembling the 
manner in which the French ladies wore tlieir hair some ye-ar3 
ago.^ Instead of powdering, they oflen wash the head, which 



tion of Pnlm IVmei, Ac," wm pab- 

lixhed in 1701, in I'hIlacU Ipliia. and 
Flogg's Collection of Church Music 
in fioRtOD, in 1764. The celebrated 
Billing published his Aaiericaii Chor- 
ister m 1770. The author's gnind- 
father was Billings's teacher. From 
this date to the year 1800, a lar^e 
number of hooks were pulilishcd. and 
great improvt -mentit were mudu iu 
nnging and in the oharwter of diurch 
music. 

' The writer, it will be obaerred, 
•peaks here as a Oalhdio, and look* 
at tho chuichea of K«w England 



from the Chtiiolie atandptnnt How 

&r Protestants have erred in the re- 
spects named in the text, dilferent 
opinions would probably be enter* 
tained. Simplicity in worship it 
doulttless preferable to jjnmp and pa- 
rade, and is more in uccordancc willi 
the genius of Christiani^, as well as 
more servieeable to the cauae of tnw 
and uiiiei^ied piety. 

' An idea of this style of heed 
dress mnv hv <;:ifh('red frr)ni the sjilen- 
did engraving reprcseatiug Fnuiklin 
at the oomt of France, suRoanded bf 
a bevy of beantifiU ladkesi andeconnea 
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inswere the pmpoee well enongh, as their hair is commonly chap, 
of an agreeable light color ; bat the more ftshionable amoi^ 
them begin nov to adopt the present Earopean method of iTtL 
setting off Ihe head to the best advantage. Tticy are of a 
large size and well proportioned ; their features generally 
regular, and tlieir complexion fair, without rmlfiiiiess. They 
have loss clio»M-fiilnc;<s and ease of behavior tlian the ladies of 
France, l^ut more of greatness and dignity. 1 have even 
imagined that I have seen something in them that answers to 
the ideas of beauty we gain from the mastei'pieccs of those 
artists of antiqni^ which are yet extant in our days. The 
Stature of the men is tall, and their carriage erect ; but the 
make is rather slun, and the color inclining to pale. They 
are not so carious in their dress as the women ; but every 
thing about them is neat and proper. At twenty-five years 
of age, the women boirin to lose tiie freshness and bloom of 
youth ; and at thirty-live llieir beauty is j^one.^ The decay of 
the men ia equally premature ; and I am inclined to tinuk that 
life is here proper tionably short. I visited all the burying 
grounds in Boston, where it is usual to inscribe upon the stone 
over each grave the name and age of the deceased, and found 



vfith a laurel wreath by the hands of 
one of their number.' It is said to 
have been the custdm. I>f fore the open- 
ing oS the revolutionary war, for fe- 
ntles to at in inectin<;f covered ; but, 
on the '2.*>tli of May, ITTo, the sood 
people of Abinffton seem to tiave 
Dcen fitnidi wiu the impropriety of 
this custom, and \oted " that it ^vas 
ail iiidc(x>nt way liiat the female kcx 
do nit in their hatR and bonnets to 
Mrorsliip Ciod in his liouso, and of- 
fensive to many of Uio good people 
of thiR town.*' Holnrt's Abington, 
136. In the winter season, meetinj^ 
homes were not warmed by wood 
fins in huge iron stoves; but the 
wonhippers managed to keep from 
fr BPa ng by tb'' 'B*^*'"g their arms and 



hands, and Htampinf? their feet, during 
the intervnln of the Kirviee. and at 
pauses or hmik-- in the ^^ood ])asfor's 
discount;. .Some olil Lidie.s took small 
footstoves with them, filled with ooeli 
fjTini a nei;;hl)onn£; house. 

' The dtyle of dress recently in- 
troduced, which pvvH sxich a peculiur 
rotundity to the fa-hionidde lady, was 
not unknown in tboMC davs, and is, 
indeed, but a revival of toe fiimous 
'* hoojx d jiptticoats." which were mich 
an abomination in the eves of the Pu- 
ritans. I have met witn some linet 
in an old paper, j)uhlished in 1781, 
" On seeing a young lady with very 
sAorf Mlaift, and « wihb uoop;" 
it would liardly be {noper to inaert 
them here. 
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CHAP, that few wlio liad arrived to a state of manhood eTeradranced 
beyond their fortieth year, fewer still to serenty, and beyond 
178L that scarcely any." > 

Of the residents in the coontry oar author speaks on this 
wise: "Scattered abont among the forests, the inhabitants 
have little intercourse with each other except when tl»oy go 
to chui'cli. Tiicir dwelling lioiiscs are spacious, proper, airy, 
and built of wood, and are at least one story in heiglit ; and 
herein they ke<'p all their furniture and substance, in all of 
them that 1 have seen I never failed to discover traces of 
their active and inventive genius. They all know how to 
read ; and the greater part of them take the gazette printed 
in their village, which they often dignify with the name of 
town or city. I do not remember ever to have entered a sin- 
gle house without seeing a largo family Bible, out of which 
they read, on evenings and Sundays, to their household. 
They are of a cold, j^low, and indolent di^|K)^ition, and aver.-o 
to labor ^ — the soil, with a moderate tillage, supplying them 
with considerably more than they consume. They go and 
retom from their fields on horseback ; and in all this coontry 
yon will scarcely see a traveller on foot The mildness of 



' Contran" to the idt-a whicli ^cn- the bulk of the poojile moro d'w from 

emlly prevn-]*. that tlie pr()[K)rtion of care than from cither of these eauses. 

those who live to did a^'e in the nine- The many sudden deaths of active 

teenth centiuy is less thin that of business men may doubtleis.H be ascrib- 

tfame who fived in the ei^'hteenth ed to this cause •^ofer-Migeiiieis and 

century. I am KitisfitMl, from a e.irtful over-anxiety. 

survey of the stutislical tables of dif- * This ri mark is incorrect, as a 

ferent periodii, that a larger pmpor- more active and induRtrious noe can 

tion now live hevond the hounds of scarcely he found than the \eomanry 

*• threescon' yearB and ten " tlum at- of New England. It is only to be 

tained to that af^ a centur^- a<;;>. Of regretted that the 6ult of former 

the native popul itioii, lt'>s die in in- days should still prevail in many 

fancy now ilun then, and more sur- places — a want of enterprit>e and of 

vite the tning cHms of life. Exce^ a desiire for im])rovement in the mat- 

(iive devotion to business ami exces- ter of farm maivifreinent. The SLij;n' 

Bve menial anxiety are the two p-eat- cultunU societies of tlie titate, ho\i-ev> 

est foes to longevity; and though er, are rapidly remed}ing this evil, 

there are doubtlc»< many who oig and infusing a ^uit of emwhtioil into 

their graves with their teeth, and the young, 
many who are slain by their lusts, of 
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their character is as much owing to climate as to their cus- chap. 
toms and mnnners ; for yon iind the same softness of dispoei- ,.^^^1^ 
tion even in the animals of the oonntiy. iTU. 

'* The Americans of these parts are very hospitable. Th^ 
have commonly but one bed in the house ; and the chaste 
Bpousc, although she wefe alone, would divide it with her ^est 
without hositxition or fear. What history relates of tlie vir- 
tiK's of the youii!^ Lacedemonian women is far le<s extraonli- 
nary. There ir< here such a confidence in the public virtue, 
that, from Boston to Providence, I have often met young 
women travelling alone, on horseback or in small riding 
chairs, through the woods, even when the daj was far upon 
the decline.^ In these fortunate retreats, the father of a fam- 
ily sees his happmess and importance increasing with the 
number of his children. He is not tormented with the ambi- 
tious desire of placing them in a rank of life in which thef 
mifrlit blusli to own him for a father, lired uj) under his eye, 
and formed hy Iiis example, tliey will not cover liis ol<l ni^e 
with shame, nor bring tliose cares and vexations upon hiiu 
that would sink his gray hairs with sorrow to t])e tomb. He 
no more fears this than he would a fancied indigence that 
might one day come upon him, wound his paternal feelings, 
and make the tender partner of his bed repent that she was 
ever the mother of hhi children. Like him, they will bound 
their cares, their pleasures, and even their ambition, to the 
Bweet toil^ of a rural lift; — to tiie raisinii: ""'I nudiiplying 
their herds, and the eultivatin? and enlarL''in<j tlnnr fields and 
orchard:;. These American husbandmen, more ^im|lle in their 
manners thau our peasants, have also less of their roughness 

* Thin trait of New Enghnd ehtr* d rcMCi them. If one of the othor 

ncHer is still ])rf's(>n('(l, to a jrrerit vx- sex |>.t>sos Iiv. he jKisses in silence, or 

tent, in many ot the iiibnd settle- ^ith the greeting of " Good even- 

ments. There, women seldom fear to ing,** uttered in a pleaaant and r»* 

return alone, in the evoiiinj; and at a Ppcctfiil tone, bong may thlB OOO* 
late hour, from a to a neighbor, tuue to be the case. 
No one molesU themj no one ad- 
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CHAP, and rusticity. More cnliirhtcned, tlicy possess neither their 
low cunning nor dissimulation. Farther removed from luxu- 
178L riouB arts, and less laborious, they are not so mnch attached 
to ancient usages, but are far more dexterous in inventing and 
perfecting vhatever tends to the oonveniency and comfort of 
life. Pulse, Indian com, and milk are didr most common 
kinds of food. They also use nmcli tea ; and this sober infu- 
sion constitutes- the eliief pleasure ofMheir lives. There is not 
a single jjersDU to Ite found wlio does not drink it out of ehina 
cups and saucers ; and, upon your entering a house, the great- 
est mark of civility and welcome they can show yon is to 
invite you to drink it with them." ^ 

'*What a spectacle,'^ he continnesi '*do these settlementB 
even now already exhibit to our view, considering that they 
are of but little more than a century standing, and have been 
eonstantly under the control of English policy, — always sus- 
picious and tyrannical, — wiiicli seized the fruits of their 
industry. an<l rendered itself the sole po.ssessor of their com- 
merce 1 Sjiaeious and level roads already traverse the vastly- 
extended forests of this country. Lari^e and costly buildings 
have been raised, either for the meetiqg of the representatives 
of the states, for an asylum to the defenders of their country 
in distress, or for the convenience of instructing young citiaens 



* The "china cups and saucers " re- 
Ibrred to in the text were quite difier- 
ent m appearance, as well a« in size, 
ftom the articlvs known by those 
namet at the preaent day. Bothcopa 
and aiiweni were vtnf amntl, sc-arcely 
holding half as much as our modf rn 
eupa; the "siif^ar !>owl," "teapot," 
and "rmim pitrlii-r " wvrv all on tin* 
aame diniiimtive scale ; and even the 
ehina tea platoH*' were of quite 
modt'ralc ^m'. W-ry few rdiri <»t' tlic 
••tea Nervicfs" ol our granduiothent 
have been preserved, and these few 
are rapidly disippearinij. Sprcinu'iis 
should tie collected beibre they en- 
tirely wniah, and preaerred aa nwrno^ 



rials of the past. The author from 
whom I quote seems to be of opinion 
that thf use of tt-a is prejudicial to 
health, and says, " The loss of their 
teeth ia also attributed to the too fre- 
quent u«c of tea. Thv wnmon, who 
arc commonly viry haiiii^oiiif, are 
often, at eij;htcen or twenty years of 
ajre. entirely deprived of tfiis most 
j)reciou.s ornament ; tlioui;h 1 am 
of opinion this premature decay may 
be rather the etfiTt of" warm bread ; 
for tiie Eugliiih, the Flemish, and the 
Dutch, moo are gnat tea drinken, 
preserve their teeth eound a long 
time." 
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in language, arts, and science. These last, which are, for the chap. 
most part, endowed with considerable possessions and rere- ^^Zl^ 
noes, are also fhrnished with libraries, and are nnder the itsl 

direction of able masters, in\nted hither from different parts 
of Europe. Sliip yards are estaltlislied in all their port'*, and 
they already rival the Ixjst artists of the old world in point 
of naval architecture.^ Numerous mines havo been opened ;^ - 
and they have now several foonderies for casting cannon, 
which are in no respect inferior to our own. And if the 
height of the architects skill has not yet covered their waters 
with those prodigious bridges which are wont to be extended 
over the waves, and unite the Of)p05itc shores of large rivers, 
as with us, still industry and {icrsevenince have supplied the 
want thereof. Planks, laid upon lieam?, laslied together with 
stout rings, and which may be taken apart at the pleasure of 
their builders, are, by their buoyancy, as solid and useful as 
our firmest works designed for the same end. In other places^ 
where a river is too deep for fixing the foundation of a bridge 
on its bottom, a stout mass of timber work is thrown over, 
in a curved line, supported only at the extremities — the 



' The FrcTich early predicted the 
maritime greatness of the United 
States; and JAoob. Therenord ob- 
sened to John Adams, in June, 1779, 
** Your couatry is about to become 
tile first naval power in the world.* 
The Count de Sadc likewise ramaiked, 
•Your Congress will soon become 
one of the great maritime powers. 
You liave the best of timber for the 
hulks of ships, and l>est masts and 
sparn ; you have pilch, tar, and tur- 
pentine ; you have iron plenty ; and I 
am infonncd you ffrow hemp ; y<ni 
have skiltul siiip builders. What is 
wantinir 9 " See also the oompliment 
of an Kn<;lish capUiin, in 1778, on one 
of the American frigates : " Ue had 
never seen a completer ship; there 
was not a fri^pite m the royal navy 
better budlt, of better matfriaK at 



more perfectly enuippcd, furnished, 
or armed." J. Auams's Curresp. in 
Works, X. 2d-27. For hints on lUp 

building in Massachusetts ])rcnous to 
the openins of the present century, 
see AbbA Robin's New Travels, 16; 

Brooks's Hist, Medford, 357-3S1 ; 
Dcoue's Scituate, 21, 28; Barry's 
Hanover, 156-166; Winaoi^ Dux-* 

bur), 349-3.51 ; Felt's Salem, ii., &c 
On the trade and navij^tion of Bos- 
ton in 17i>t,see 1 M. 11. Coll. iii. 286 
-2HH. 

' •' The Province of the Massachu- 
setts Bay," says the Abbe Kobin, 
*■ has mines of iron and oomier. The 
iron is of a superior quality tO any 
other in the world, and will bear ham- 
mering to a surprising degree." New 
Tmvels, 17. Comp. aliO 1 M. H. 
Ck>U. is. 263 et ae(|. 
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CUAP. in tor Dal sttrength of the stiucture supporting it in every other 
part.* 

178L "Every house and dwelling contains within itrlf almost 
all the original and most necessary arts. The hand that 
traceBont the furrow knows also how to give the shapeless 
block of wood what form it pleases ; how to prepare the 
bides of cattle for nse^ and extract spirit from the juice of 
fruits. The young rural maiden, whose charming complexion 
has not been turned tawny by the burnin'^' rays of the sun, 
or withered by blasting winds, — upon whom pale misery 
has never stamped its hateful impressions, — knows how to 
spin wool, ootton, flax, and afterwards weave them into 
cloth." « 

Such is the picture of Massachusetts and America given by 
a foreigner three fourths of a century ago.' The sprightli- 



• These " floatinj: hridgeV' a* they 
were called, were once quite oonmon 
in Massachuwtts but are now nrely 
seen. The first pier of the Ciiarlen 
BiTer bridge, from Boston to Charles' 
town, was laid June 14. 17^') ; and 
June 17, 1786, the bridge was oj)t'ncd 
for puhKc trawl ^th preat parade. 
Tlie iTopri'-tors of tht- Wc^t I5n>.tnii 
or Cambridge bridge were incorpo- 
rated Mardt 9, 1792; and the 
bridge was opened in Xovcmbcr. 1793. 
1 M. H. Coll. iii. 2Ui Boston Ga- 
zette for 17NB ; Snow's Hist Boston, 
316-318; Worcester Mag. for 1786. 

• " Yovi liavo hitherto, he jiwtly 
obRer\«>!* in another place, •* seen the 
Amerirms aetinpf ratner from an im- 
pulse ofeool rt ason than <ientinient — 
better pleastd with ledeeting than 
thinking.and t;iken uj) with useful rath- 
er than affreeable tlun>r'. And for this 
reason, legisbtion, pohlic-s natural and 
mechanical philosophy may make con- 
siderable projrresH atnong^ them, while 
the fine art« remain miknown, and 
while even poetry, which in all other 
nationH ha.s j)rece(K(l tlu- sficnces. for- 
bears to raine her lofty aud animaled 



strains. Their towns, their \illages, 
their ])laces of abode niiiy ati'ord ease, 
health, and ref^nlarity. hut will ])re- 
Keut nothing that intercstji and re- 
freshes the imagination. Here are 
no trees j)lante(l through the coutitry 
in straight lines, or bent into biiwen*, 
to refresh the trareller with thdr 
shade, Hcri' are no pardcii*;. con- 
trived with ii)geniou.H arrani;fU)entS| 
where a pleasant Rvmmetr>- and a 
happy mixture of Howers Inehrinte 
the sennesand enchant tlie souL Nei- 
ther have thev any theatrical shows 
or dances, or thoRe public exhibitions 
which might give us an idea of their 
felicity and cheerful dispoKitiun." 

" The extracts in the text are from 
a scarce tr.ict. r.irely seen or (juoted, 
entitletl "New Travels throi!;;li North 
America, in a Series oi L< tter8, ex- 
hil)itii!ir the Histor\- of the Victorious 
Ciunpaiijii of the Allied Armies, un- 
der his Excellency General Wu-shiniy- 
ton and tlie Count de Koehaniliean, 
hi the year 1781. Tnuislated from 
the Onj^inal of the Abb(6 Robiii, one 
of the Chaplains to the French Armjr 
in America. Boston : printed by 
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nesB of the narntiTB is not more pleasiDg than the good chap. 
sense of the writer; and rarely does a stranger give so jest J;^ 
and glowing a descri])tion of manners and customs which may vm. 

strike him by their novelty, but which, from tlieir dissimilarity 
to tiioso with which lie has been familiar, he is often inclined 
to look upon with contempt. Pleasing, however, as this pic- 
ture is, it has its defects ; and many points of interest are 
touched bat slightly. Travelling by stage coaches wa^ a 
reeent improvement, though pleasure carriages had been in 
Qse among the wealthy for nearly a century. The stage routes 
were not very nnmerons ; and the arrival of a coach at dif- 
Iferent points wa.s quite an incident in tiic history of the clay. 
The driver was u noted character, and was looked up to as a 
man of no little im|)ortaQce. His appearance upon the scene 
was usually preceded by sonorous blasts from a " horn " which 
ho sported, closely resembling the ''fish horn'' of the present 
day ; and, as he descended the hill, and rounded up to the 
tavm door, with a smart crack of his whip, and with his horses 
at a gallop, the loungers of tlie bar room regarded him with 
amazement. ITe who coul«l drive his "four in hand'' was 
quite a genius — the envy of those who had never attempted 
80 wonderful a feat.^ 

The dqMirtare of the coadies was duly announced in the 
papers of the day, and in terms which excited the cariosity 
of many.* Pofit offices were likewise established in the prin- 
cipal towns; and the mails were conveyed by persons called 

Pomn and N. Willis, for £. Bat- Drake's Boston, 664, loS, 

telle, and to he mid hy Urn st his * See the Tolumes of the Boston 

Book Store, Suite Street. MJ).CC. Gazette for 17S0 ct mh]. ; also, the 

LXXXIV." ])]). i»5. Muss. Spy and I'.ssex Ciazette. Scv- 

Comi). Kelt's \lls\. S.ilem. i. iilG eml ailvcrU»emeuts aj)])eared in the 

-319. ami Kidder aiul GoiUd's Hist Worcester Mag. for 1786, of a line 

X. IrsNvich, N. H. A sta^je coach o!».<tip's from I'ort.Hmouth, in Xew 

began to run regularly from Boston llamp^shire, to SuvaiuiaJi, in Ucorgia. 

to Portumoath m 1701 or 1763 ; The charge for passeqgen was three- 

and in ITG'J, a hUgv, iV.'u-vw iv(U i,cnce a mile, with Uboty tO omxy 14 

continued, oommeoced runuiuK he- lbs. ol' baggage, 
tween Boatm and Maifal^iead. 

VOL. lU, 14 
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CHAP. " post riders." The Provincial Congress settled this plan in 
1775, and it was now in successful operation.^ The rates 
IfiL charged were much higher Uian at present. On single letters^ 
fbr anj distance not ezoeeding sixty miles, the diarge was 
five pence one &rthuig ; upwards of sixty, and not exceeding 
one hnndred nules, the charge was dght pence; and for a 
letter conveyed one thousand miles the charge was two shil- 
lings and eight pence. Double letters were double these 
rates ; treble letters were treble ; and for every ounce weight, 
four times as much was chargeil as for a siriirle letter.'* 

Newspapers had become quite numerous ; ljut they were 
nsoally printed upon coarse paper and with poor ink, so as in 
many cases to be nearly illegible. All the paper, indeed, man- 
nihctored in Massachasetts, was coarse, but strong ; and Tory 
little, even of the best» was of a snowy whiteness.' That npon 
which books and pamphlets were printed was equally rough ; 
though there were occasional specimens of typography quite 
creditable to the publishers. The art of engraving was still 
in its infancy ; and the woodcuts which embellished the heads 



• On the subject of mails and post 
offices, see 1 M. H. Coll. iii. 276. aiid 
Felt's Salem, L 326-332. The fol- 
lowing was the plan from Cambridge 
to Falmouth, in the county of Ram- 
stable : " To set oil' from Cambridge 
every Momiay noon, and leave his 
letters with William Watson. 
Doslmaster at Plymouth, Tuesd iv, ut 
fmr o'clf)ck, P. Si. To set off from 
Plymouth Wednesday. A. M.. at nine 
o'clock, and leave his letters with Mr. 
Joseph Nye, 3d, postmaster in Sand- 
wich, Wednesday, at two o'clock, P. 
ilL To set off itom Sandwich at four 
o'doek,and leare his letters with Mr. 
Moies 8viii\, i)<)stmastcr at Falmouth, 
Thunday, A. M.. at eight o'clock. 
To set off on tns rptum Thursday 
noon, and reach Sandwich at 6ve 
o'clock i ami set off from thence at 
■X o'ekM^ on Friday A. M., and 
iMch Plymouth at noon. To set off 



from Plymouth on Friday at four 
o'clock. P. M., and leave fiis letters 
with Mr. James Winthrop, tw.'^tmas- 
tcr in Cambrid^, on Satunlay even- 
ing;." Thacher's Plymouth, On 
the post route to Portsmouth. X. H., 
see Felt's Ipswidi, 64 ; anil for a de- 
scription of the " mail Ing " then usedt 
see Felt's Salem, L 327. 

» Thacher's Plymouth. 336. 

' The first pQi>er mill at Water- 
town was built by David Bemis^ about 
the year 1760; and the first at New- 
ton Lower Falls wa.s built ahont the 
year lldO, Jackson's iiist. Newton, 
100. The first paper miQ hi Ando- 
ver was built bv lion. S. Phillips, in 
1788. Abbott's Andover, 19u. On 
the paper mills at Mihont see 1 M. H. 
Coll. iii. 282. There are s.iid to have 
been twelve paper mills in operation 
in Massachusetti in 1794. 
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of newspapers and the title pages of pamphlets were exceed- chap. 
inglj mde. Some good specimens of copper plate engraying 
have been preeerred ; and Paul Berere, of Boston, was noted iTtt. 

for the frcncral excellence of his productions. It must be 
rcmeinbercd, however, that the ])rogre<i9 of tlie fine arts in a 
new country is nocei^sarilv slow ; and it is only a.s a i)e()plo 
ha?e lei:;urc and means to devote to such purposes that 
improvements are made, and a stimnias is given to native 
genius.^ 

In the department of general literatnre, we may not^ per- 
haps, be able to point to many great names in the galaxy of 
American writers previous to the opening of the nineteenth 
century. A coltivated literature, in every nation, is the fruit 

of its mature age, rather than of its infancy. Thus has it 
be».'n in all tiinos and among all people. Before literary talent 
is liberally patronized, a country must have reached the posi- 
tion which admits of leisure to appreciate the productions of 
genins, and of wealth to extend to them the hand of encoor- 
agement. Yet the genius of New England waa never inao* 
tive ; and, though it is not claimed that our writers excelled 
the writers of England, of Qermany, or of France, their pro> 
ductions will not suffer in the comparison with those of other 
lands, especially in comprehensiveness, in effectiveness, and 
power. Because tlie "New Euglaud Primer'' was used in 



* The en{^>-ings, by S. lllll. in 
the MasHacbusettH Magazine, com- 
menced in 1789, and continued for 
■eveml yearR, were quite respectable ; 
and f«ome of them, indeed, were in 
excellent taste. The old Amoricjui 
MigaziiH-. published forty yeani ear- 
lier, had also some RT>od r?i<rravinf»s. 
Natliaiiicl Jlunl lias \)vvn named as 
the tiisr fnjjravcr in America, in 
17 G 4 ; but this is doubtful. See FeltV 
Hist Salem, ii. 81, 82. We are in 
mot of an elalmrate history of die 
fine artH m America ; and mnnv cu- 
noos ^t« relating to the subject 



might he gleaned from the eari^ 
magazines and periodicals of tM 
country. Dunlapi History of Amer* 

ican Artists is an interestinj,' work, 
and contains much valuable matter. 
Who were the early paint^^ni in Maa- 
sachusettm before SraiWrt came 9 We 
have excellent portraits of the emi- 
nent men of the imal ; but most of 
them were painted by English artiste. 
Yet there are some which were tiiken 
in the state before the year 1700. Dr. 
Ap]}leton, the «ub-librarian of the 
Majisachusetts Historical Society, in- 
forms me he has such in his possession. 
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CHAP, every scliool, and ** Mother Goose's Melodies" were read by 
^^3i^®^©''y child, it must not be inferred that these were our claa- 
178L sieSi that there were no text books of a higher order, or that 
poetry in Massachusetts was wholly neglected.' If there was 
a large share of taleul which was not much iiV>ove nu-diocrity, 
there were al>o ineii of varied endowments and of lil>enil cul- 
tui'C, who gave tone to the nmmiers of society, and fostered a 
love of the arts and the sciences. Hcuce, from the clodC of the 
French war to the year 1800, the march of improTement was 
steady and sure.* 

Domestic habits were, for the most part, such as had been 
lianded down from &ther to son. It was a complaint, indeed, 
again.-t the lii^t .^eltler.s of New England, that lliey were 
moroi^e and Mgoted, and condemued iudi^jcrimiuately all forms 
of amusemtiut. 



''Tliesc teach that Dancing is a Jczabell, 
And Barley-brfak the rt idy to IWl; 
T\\r Morrice idols, Jf hitsuu-aUs, can be 
But prophase reliques of a Jubilee. 



* For an aoeoant early achool 

books in Xcw England, we Felt's 
UisL Salem, L 456 et acq. Ot the 
New England Primer he savft, ** In 
one form or another, it was probably 

ii'ied in fhf iin'marv schools of New 
J'ln;,Waiid iVom its (it>t settlement till 
within hair ;i cu ntun ." In the Worces- 
ter Ma^n/ine lor May, ITSIJ, appeared 
an article on " Ainerit-<in Literature," 
which oontunR a few hints on its prog^ 
ress. *• The ori<^niil ])crf"onnances 
wliich liave lately uppeiu-cd in the 
United States,'' it says, "are deserve 
inj^ f>f notice, and are such as must 
excite veiy pleading emotions in eve- 
ry philanthropic breast The Me- 
moirs of the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences do great honor to the gen- 
tlemen who compose it, and to the 
tRsteof our country. The'Oonqoeat 



of Omaan,* by Mr. Dwight; * MTin- 

pil,' su])posed by Mr. Tnnnhull ; the 
Tragedy of the Patriot Ciiief; the 
Poema of Arouet, and n ooUection of 
twenty-four poems Just publiabed in 

the Southern States, are instance 
which prove the prophetic oljsrrva- 
tion of the Hishoj) of Cloxnc to be 
other than Utopian," (.*cc. Sonic idea 
of the popular poetr)- of lhu>>c dan 
may be gathered from the recently 

Eiihlished work entitled '* SDng^ and 
ullads of the Ameriam Kevoiutioni" 
by Frank Moore. Theoe were the 
camp HongH siuig by the Boldters. 

' Valuable articles on American 
language and litentture were pub" 
lishcd in the N. A. lie v. for Sci)t. and 
Nov. 1816 and fiur July ana Dee. 
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TIm^ m a seal f espreite hour Bioeh they do 
The Organt hate, have ifleoe'd Bi^ff^ too i 
And h en nl ew JMoy pokt all are iail*d upon, 
Aa if tbqr were the Tov^ of Babjkm.* * 

As "honest old Stowe" has observedf however, ''if o/^n pas- 
times are supprest in youth, worse practices within doors are 
to be feared. ''^ "The coinnion people," says JJraiuI, '"eoiifined 
by daily hibor, seem to reijiiirc tlicir proper intervals of relax- 
ation ; perhaps it is of tiie highest political utility to cueour- 
age innooeDt sports and games among them." ^ Hence, if the 
Puritans erred in carrying to an excess their zeal against pop- 
ular amnsements, Nature would sometimes have her way, and 
the children would secretly practise what the fathers opeidy 
condemned. 

Theatrieal exhibitions were for a loiiij^ time ])roliibite(l, and 
all attempts to introduce tlicm were strenuously resisted. The 
legislature of the province not only refused to license such 
performances, but the clergy preached against them, as tend- 
ing to looseness and immorality. It was not, therefore^ until 
■Iter the reyolnlaon that the friends of the drama so far suo- 
ceeded in conquering this prejudice as to rentnre openly to 
patronize the theatre ; nor was there a "play house" erected 
in Boston until 1794.'* Uauciug was regarded with simihir 



* Randolph's Poems, IGIH. Theatre," was printed at Boston in 

* Survey of London, ed. 1604. 1792. Author, William iiaiiburton. 

* PopuMT Antimiitics, ed. 1777. The pamphlet ui curioui, and w«rald 

* Minot's Hist, SlanH. [. 142 ; Rrad- jirovokt- many a Rmile if issued at the 
ford, iii. 30. Comp. Felt's Hist. Sa- present (lav. Another pamphlet^ eu- 
km. ii. 41-45 ; 1 M. H. Coll. iii. 2->5 ; titled The lii^ht. of the Drama," 
Drake's Hist. Boston, 612, 0.31, T-it, &C., Was aKo puiilishe<l in the same 
80-1 ; Snow's Hist. Boston, 'SS.i. This year, by " IMiilo Dmmatis." The first 
theatre stood at the comer of Federal play, bv an Aniei iraii autliur. 1 luive 
and Franklin 8treet8. It wan boned met With, \ras called " Kdwin and 
in 179H, and rchuilt in the same vear. Angelina, or the Hunditti, an Opera, 
The liaymarket Theatre was built in in three ActA," by K. H. Smith, of 
1706. A puDphlet entitled " Efleets Oonneetieut, printed at New York, in 
of the St;ij,'e on the Manners of a 1796. I'rowihly there vere eariior 
People, and the Propriety of encour- plays. The views of the le^lature 
aging and iwlshliJiing a Ytrtunii ol Mawmhiiwitti on the aiujeet ol 
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CHAP, abhorrence ; but the young of both sexes, in the country 
towns, would, at ''luisking parties," in spite of the frowns of 

. 178L careful guardians, spend an hour or two in tripping to the 
music of Uie " fiddle and flute." ^ Nor was it possible to re- 
press in adTentorooa boys that love of sport which is as nat- 
ural as to breathe. Old-fashioned gameSi played in England 
before the settlement of this country, found their way across 
the waters, and still surriTe. Indeed, a very large number of 
the popular observances of the old world became incorporated 
with the custouLS of the new, far more than many would be 
apt to imagine ; and the aniiquilalvs imlirares of New England 
80 strikingly resemble those of Old England as to leave no 
doubt of their common origin.^ 



theatres, &c.,may be gathered from the 
report of a comraittw, Jan. 12, 1770. 
" that a bill ought to be brought ia 
fer supprewing theatrical entertain- 
monts, l\or«(' n»rin<;, f^arnin;?, and such 
otiier lliver^iuu!j us ore productive of 
idlencRA, diadpatiaQ, and a general 
dejjravity of manners, agreeable to a 
re.solve of Congres-s of October 12, 
177S, recommending the lame." Mr. 
Phillips, of ]{(>^ton, Mr. Sumner, and 
Judge Sullivan were appointed for 
that jjurpose, who reported a biU« 
Febniarv 10, which wa^i re»id a sec- 
ond time February 11, and recom- 
mitted February 12. The projxm- 
ti >n for a rh -itn-, in 1701, wuh oj)- 
potied, in liostoo, by Samuel Ad- 
ams, Benjamin Atntiii, Jwl, Thomaa 
I)a\ves, .Tun., and H. G. Oti<. aiul 
supported by W'illiam Tudor, Charles 
Janris, Peres Morton, and othera. 
Bradford, iii. 'M. The " li<»ston Mu- 
seum " (ihould not be forgotten, iu this 
OOUMction — the legitimate fcucccaaor 
of the Columbian >Iu>i'um, first ea- 
tabliihed in 1701, of the New Eng- 
land Museum, in which this was 
merged^ and of the Boston Museunv 
opened In 1N() 1, and afterwards trans- 
ferred to the New Enjjland Museum. 
See Snow's Hi>t. Boston. 335, 33G. 
1 ** Anaddxeta toPexBODBoif Faiih- 



ion, containini^ some paitlonlttt 

l itiiifT to Balls, and a few occaKional 
liints concerning I'lay Houses, Card 
Tables. &c.," was printed in Boflloo, 
in 17<i7. For further remarks on 
dancing, HCe Felt's Hist. Salem, L oOJ, 
508. Concert Hall is said to have 
been erected in Boston in 17.')0, and 
iii still standing at the corner of Court 
and Hanover Streets. Thiit building 
was erected by Mr. Stephen Dchlois, 
for the purj)ose8 of concert.*, (kuicingy 
and other entertainments. 1 M. u. 
C oil. iiL 263) Snow's Hist Bortoo* 
333. 

' Whoever wishes to investieate 

this curious subject would do well to 
consult Brand's Observations on Pop> 
iilar Antiquities, and Strutt's and 
Aiken's Sj)ort.s of Gn-al Ibit.iin. The 
conU given to teething chiidrea ; the 
games of "blind man's bufl;" "ace* 
saw," " hand l)all," " hunt the sli|>- 
per," ** tag," aitd a variety of others j 
wmationa with <'a})])le jjarings,** 
"lady bugs," the "true love knot," 
&c. ; the use of pancakes " on fast 
day ; " " bride fevore " and " bride 
eekes;" the superstidons on " spill- 
infj salt," " sneezing," " letters at the 
t-andlc," the " death watch," &c. ; the 
< bservaaoe of Apil,'' or " all fook' 
day)" many even of ouxAueralcna- 
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With regard to dress, it is said that " gentlemen, in those CHAP, 
days, wore hats with Ijroad brims, turned up into three cor- 
ners, with loops at the sides; long coats, with large pocket 178L 
folds and cuffs, and without collars. The buttons were com' 
monljr platod, bat sometunes of nlver, often as large as a half 
dollar. Shirts had bosom and wrist ruffles ; and all wore gold 
or silTer shirt buttons at the wrist, united bj a link. The 
waistcoat was lorig, with large pockets ; and the neckcloth, or 
scarf, was of fine white linen, or figured stuff, broidered, and 
the ends hung loosely upon the breast. Tlie breeches were 
usually close, with silver buckles at the knee. The legs 
were covered with long gray stockings, which, on holidays, 
were exchanged for black or white silk. Boots with broad 
white tops, or shoes with straps and large silver buokles, com> 
pleted the equipment 

"Ladies wore caps, long, stiff stays, and high-heeled shoes* 
Their bonnets were of silk or satin, and usually black. Oowns 
were extremely long-waisted, with tight sleeves. Another 
fashion was, very short sleeves, with an immense frill iit the 
elbow, leaving the rest of the arm naked. A large, flexible 
hoop, three or four feet in diameter, was, for some time, cpiilted 
into the hem of the gown, making an immense display of the 
lower person. A long, round cushion, stuffed with cotton or 
hair, and covered with black crape, was laid across the head, 
over which the hair was combed back and fastened. It was 
almost the universal custom, also, for women to wear gold 
beads — thirty-nine little hollow globes, about the size of a 



toms, a.^ tolling the boll on the death 
of a neighbor ; the me of black iii 
mounmig $ strewing Howcrs over the 
graves of firieiids. and decking their 
coffins with the name ; the " bonfires," 
or ** boncArM," so common ni rcvo- 
hidcmary davs; the ringing of bells 
ttnine o'clock, P. M., an imitation of 
tilt " curfew ; " the ** weather cocks " 
on ohiuch at/eegimi our "thBiik»> 



giving day," borrowed from the " har- 
vest Kupper ; " the cUMtom of " drink- 
ing healthii," or ptedne, Fll pledge 
you ; " the " happy new yeiir," the 
" merry Clui.Htnui>," d id onmerentUt 
were all derived from our ^gliah 
ancestors, with many more mmiem 
cu>tomH, which have become (juite 
fashionable. Comn, Felt*a Hiat 
lem, i. 362, m 
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CHAP, pea, huTi'j!: on a tliread, and tied round tlie nork. Sornctimca 
this string would prove fal«c to its trust, — at an asscnildy, 
perhap"^, — and then, < >. such a time to trather them up belbre 
fhej sbottld be trampled on and ruined! Working women 
wore petticoats and half gowns, drawn with a cord ronnd the 
waist, and neat's leather shoes.' Women did not go a-shop- 
ping every day then ; there were few shops to go to, and 
those contained only Buch articles as were indispensable, and 
in very limitod variety."* 

Such is a crude and somewhat imperfect pirture of Mas^a- 
ohnsetts as it was three fourths of a century ago.^ Ureat 



* The shoe manidketme was rariy 

intrndiicetl into L\Tin ; and it is said 
thai, in 179^ 170,000 uair of men's 
dioes were made annually. Tannen 

and curricre were quite numerous, 
and Lirjie quaniitiea of leather were 
manufitctiued by them. 1 M. H. 
Coll. iii. '2H2 ; Lewis's Lvnn. 
« U \vi>'s Lynn. 220, 221. 

• A brief accoiuit of several socie- 
tie.H and iuHtitutioiis not tpedfioally re- 
ferred to in the text, may be aecept- 
able here. The (inmd liodge of Free 
and Accepted Mvons in Maffiachi^- 
setts was or^ranized April 19. 17^2, 
by a coalition of the laic Hl John's 
and Ma.««aehiimtts Grand Lod^^ 
The nnint's of the several l()(l>;t> were 
the l-'ir^t and Second St. John'.s Lodg- 
es, Kisitu>- Sun, Su Andrew's, Royal 
Arch, liiKin^ States, MaMuehusetts, 
and the African, compose*! of blacks, 
or people of e<tl)r. 'ITie in.stitutioti 
of masonni' is s.ii<l to have nrij;iuated 
in America in and on the .'{Oth 
of J uly of that > ear the tir>l lodge in 
Boston was held. The first Onmd 
Maftcr liad power from Lord Mon- 
tage, (irand Master of England^ lo 
constitute lodges of Free and Ao- 
Oei)te<l Masons. 'I'he progi-ess of 
masonr}' woh lor many years rapid ; 
a large numbrar of the most respecta- 
ble citizens were ccjunicted wim the 
lodges; and a spirit of wnv^n ami 
Inoiherly love generally jirLvaikd. 



Since the anthnasoroo exdtement of 

a quarter of a centur)' ago, masomry 
has revived* and is now flouriahii^ 
with new vigor in all parts of the 

United Stales. The ^Ia.s.s;lcbasetts 
Historical Society was ijicorporated 
Februarj- 19, 17M, and it* first pre*> 
ident was James Sullivan, ai'terwardt 
governor of Massachusetts. Tliis so- 
ciety, the oldest for historical pur- 
])oseK in the United States, is now in 
the Itlth year of its agp. and its pro»- 
pecih were never more Haltering than 
at present Its inTaluable ooUeetiona 
iiuni!)fT ."52. vols., and contain a ma«i8 
of importuul documents illu!>trutinf 
the early history <^ New England 
It.s libran. with the addition of the 
recent nnuiiticent bequest of Thomas 
Dow^e, Esq., of Cambridge, numbers 
at least 10,00() vols. ; its rooms 
which are open to tbe jjublic at all 
times, an' title<l up neatly ; and evcij' 
])Ossible facility, under the niles^ is 
afforded to those who wish to avail 
themselves of the privilege of access 
to Its treasures, the officers of 
society hare been among our most 
distinguished citixens; and ila etforts 
to presenre the fiiding memorials of 
the [Kist will ever entitle it to a ;zrati - 
fid remembrance. The Irish Cliari- 
table Society' was instituted in 1737; 
the MassachviNctts Murine Society in 
17.VI; tbe Massachn^t tts Cluiritflble 
Society in ITTOj Uie MetUcai So- 
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changes haye siDoe been made ; bnt of these due notice will chap. 
be taken hereafter. There is a disposition in all to look back .^J^ 
to the ptist, and iiivost it with the garb of fiolion ami roniance. I7si. 
Its manners are j)orlra\ cd as of artless simplicily ; its eu>tom3 
arc tli'seribed as peculiarly pleasing. Thus lias it bef?n from 
the time of Solomon, whose advice is, "Saj not thou, Wiiat is 
the cause that the former days were better than these ? for thou 
dost not inquire wisely concerning this.** It is no mark of EccL7: 
wisdom to underrate the present ; and it should be the aim of 
those who wish to form just views to look at the world, not 
from the deeeptive position with whicli the imagination is ever 
inclined to invest the past, but from iliat broader staiidpoiat 
vliich looks at man, not as a beast of bui'den alone, having a 
body to feed and a back to clothe, but as an intellectual and a 
. moral being, capable of unlimited advancement in the exalted 
career which God has marked out for him, and of making con? 
tinned improvements tending not only to increase his physical 
comforts, but to ojk'U the way for nobler pursuits and purer 
joys, iu the cxpausiou of the iutellect and the cultui-e of the 
heart. 

ciftv in ITSl ; thn Socictv of the tural Society In 1792; the Boston 
Ciuciimati ixi 1763; the Boston Eput- Library b<x;iety in 1791; and the 
copal Charitable Society in 17S4 ; MaMMwhusetts Charitable Fire Socie- 
thc Humane Society in 178o ; the ty in 171)4. Most of these societies 
iScolch Charitable ISociety in 1766; are tttill in existence. See Mastt. Iaws 
the MasRaehwictta Concr^tional for 1789, 1794. 1795 ; 1 M. H. GoU. 
Society in I7s7 ; the society for iii. 27:J-li7."i ; Snow's Hist. Unsmn; 
ProjKii^Mtinj^ the tiosiK?! amonp the Drake's Hi»L 13 ost on ; Hurd's IlisU 
Induu.s and others in North America, St. Andrew'* Lodge, and the publica- 
m 1787 ; the MawchmaettB Agricul- tiona of the difisrent Bodeties. 
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OHAPTEB YI. 

8HA.T8'8 BSBBUIQN. 

CHAP. Six yean after the inauguration of the new gOTemmenti 
and three years from the settlement of the preliminaries of 

1788. peace, civil disturbances broke out in Massachusetts, which 
tlireatcnod for a time the utter subversion of law and order, 
and which were quieted only by the firmness of the chief 
magistrate and the hearty cooperation of the friends of free- 
dom. The history of these disturbances tends to show that, 
in popular tumnltSi reason is often dethroned, and that the 
passions of the multitude, vhen highly exasperated, overleap 
the barriers of outward restraint, and riot in suicidal and hid- 
eous excesses. The vast expenses incurred during the war ; 
tlie depreciation of the currency, which had Ion*? been increas- 
ing ; the heavy taxation to wliich all classes had been subject- 
ed ; the extent of pultlic and j)rivate indebttMlne.-^s ; and the 
legal efforts made for the collection of claims," were the pre- 
disposing causes of the outbreak referred to ; and the spirit 
of discord, feeble in its beginnings, was nurtured by demar 
gogues, until it ripened into a sturdy and disgraceful rebellion, 

mi. So early as 1781, oonTentions of delates from diiTerent 
towns began to be held in the sparsely settled western coun- 
ties, to consult upon public grievances, and seek their redress. 
" Persoiis ioimical to American iudcpeadence " are said to 

' Til 17H4, morp than 2000 actions 1700. Lincoln's Hist. Worcester, 181 } 
were enU'red in the county of War- Ward's Shrewsbury, 91. See alao 
Mitar tlonef and m 1785^ •boat Fftkin't StatiitaGi of the U. &i SI. 
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hAve been the instigators and abettors of these morements — chap. 
secret foes of the liberties of their ooontry, whose object it 

was to weaken the government, and spread abroad anarchy ijaa. 
and confusion in the state.' But a more thai italilc construc- 
tion of tlic'ir motives and conduct migiu induce tiie opinion 
that the hardships incident to all new settleuients, and the 
extraordinary embarrassments under which they were laboi> 
ing, had created an unusual restlessness and jealousy, and 
awakened suspicions that an unequal share of the expenses of 
the war would be assessed upon them in their poverty, and 
that the claims of their creditors would be pi*essed beyond 
reasonable bounds while they were unable to meet their 
demands. 

If, however, an apology of this kind may be pleaded with 
justice for a portion of the disaflfected, for others no valid 
excuse can be offered. Among the latter was Samuel Ely, a 
disappointed clergyman, lacking in judgment as well as in 
princii)le, who had been com|xilled to relinquish the functions 
of the ministry, and who abounded in hypocritieal in uli -vioiia 
of piety This man assumed to be the ringleader of the 
malcontents ; and, through his misrepresentations, a large 
number of citizens were persuaded to league with him to ob- 
struct the regular course of justice. 

Their first attempt was made at Northampton ; and for hia Apfl. 
connection with this affair. Ely was arrested and lodged In 
jail. A re.-eue was atteuiptcd by his misguidetl followers, 
whieh |)roveil successful ; but tiiret; of the rioters wore seized 
and impridoned.^ A mob next gathered for their release, who 

* AddrcM to the People, 1786, flcadoiM. Bradford, & 211 1 Hol- 

4; Bradford, ii. 2U3{ Uolkoid'f land's Wettera Mos^. u 230, 231. 
Western Ma>». i. 230. ' Tbeae were Capt. Dinsmore, 

• He hud beiu settled for tiome I.ieut. Paid King, and Lieut. P. 
years in Somers, Conn., but ww dis- Burdwell. HoUaad's Western MaM. 
mi'^^cd hy a council, who pronnuncid i. 231. For an nccnunt nf the Con- 
him until lor his calling, on account vention at Worcester, Aj|)ril 14, 1782, 
of hia lifteraiy and moral dls^uafr aee JLincob'b UkL Woroester, 132. 
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GATHERING AT HATFIELD. 



CHAP. asHMii1t1rtl in Ilatticld to tlie nunil»(T of tliroo hundred. Tlie 
militia, to the nuinher of twelve liuiidied, were ealled out for 

1782. the protection of the jail; but General Porter, wlio com- 
manded this force, imwiselj yielded to the demands of the 
rioters, and the prisoners vere released on their parole of 
honor — agreeing to deliver op the body of Ely to the sheriff^ 
or, in dcfaalt thereof^ their own bodies^ on the order of the 
General Court.' This conduct of General Porter was cen- 
sured by the pmdcnt ; and it admits of little doubt that the 

KoT. lenieney of the Court in ]>;u-ilitniiii^ the Hotel's, wliicli they did 
shortly after, wan the proxiiiiate cause of tlio diflicullies which 
followed, by cmlioldeniiig the lawless to j)lace upon that le- 
niency the construction of weakness, which it seemed to war- 
rant' Clemency is, indeed, the best policy in a free gOTern- 
ment; and though it does not invariably follow that "the 
certainty of punishment is the truest security against crimes,''' 
there are cases in which decision and energy are imperatively 
demanded. Unfortunately for the comraunity, however, there 
were some wlio ft'aied that tlie grounds of corniilainl would 
be increased by a-^scrting too strictly the su]>reinacy of tlio 
laws ; and a dilTerence of opinion existed even iu the leiz;is- 
lature relative to the measures it would bo safest to a<]opt. 
There was, likewise, a feeling that the taxes were indeed 
heavy, and that it was difficult for many in the rural districts, 
▼hose resources were limited, and who had little to spare, to 
meet the demands made upon their purses. Hence it was 
thought best to satisfy the citizens, if i)ossible, that their rulers 
were disposed to afiord them relief; and the Icjeislature 
ordered the treasurer of the <'oininoa wealth to subpead for a 
time the executiuus against colleclors.^ 

' Minot's Hist, of the Insurrection, lure of" Lucius Junius Bnitus.^in the 

16; liullund'H \Vt»>teru Man. i. 232. Indeueudcut Chroiiiclu Ibr Oct. 12, 

• MinoiV Hint of the InmareoUoa, 178& and Woiiu, p. 3» ed. 1809. 
17 ; Hnllan.r.. Wrsteni Ma.>. i. L»32. * Bndfind, iL 212, 247. 

' Fiaiier Ames, uoder Uie t^gatf 
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This, however, was but a temporary check ; for, the very chap. 
nest year, a mob assembled ia the town of Springfield, to J^b^ 
prerent the aessioiui of the Gonnty Court, and, after carousing itsi. 

M ay 

at a neighboring tavern, and reaoMng themselTes into a gen- 
eral convention, udjoumed to an elm tree near the oonrt house, 

armed with bhidgeons.* The bell rang for the assembling of 
the Qfurt ; but wIkmi the judprcs a|>peiired, licaded In' the i^her- 
ifl", they were oj>jM)>( (l u.s tiiey endeavored to enter tlio build- 
ing. Tlie sherifl' remonstrated, ljut without effect ; and it waa 
only by the intervention of the friends of order that the riob> 
era were repnlsed.* 

The convention at Deerfiekl, in the fall of this year, was a 9Bl 
more peaceful gathering. Delegates from seven of the towns 
assembled, to " take into consideration the deplorable state of 
the county and commonwealth ; " and, professing a])prehen- 
aions of a general bankruptcy, but without presuming to show 
how it niiglit 1h> prevL'utcd, they demanded relief by a divi.sioa 
of tlie county, or the reunjval of the courts from Spriiiglield 
to Northampton. There were othei's, however, entitled to be 
heard on these points ; and at a subsequent convention, held Oct. aoi 
in Hatfield, represented by delegates irom twenty-seven towns, 
the subject of the state and national debts was discussed, and, 
while the people of the county were recommended to acquire 
by honest industry the requisite money for the payment of 
tlieir debts, the opinion was expressed that it would be mipos- 
Biltle to do so while the claims of the «rovernmcnt were so 
inijx'riouri, and tiie demanda for an immediate revenue BO 
nrgcut.^ 

* Holland's Wentern Mas*. L 232. majority; but n o j i licial prnceeduiRi 
No Trobate Courts Iwd lioon held in were had uiitil 1780. lli>t. Hcrk- 
Iierk^hire from 1774 to 177H; from shire, 1:^0, 120; Holland's Wcblem 
177<) lo 177S, no deeds were record- Mam. i. 243. 

ed; aiid in the laRt-named year the ' Holland's Western M;is^. i. 232. 
towns, hv a hir-^'e niajority. nepitived Several of the most forwwd were 
a proposition lor the rt opening of the seized, and aftenvarda examined and 
Ctourts of Common I'leaa and of bound over for trial. 

QiKirtiT Scssimis. In 1 7 7;>, however, 

* Uollaud'a Western Mass. L 233. 

thiii deciaiuu yion revcrsud by a biuuii 
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BIATB OF AFFAIB8' AT THB CLOBB OF THE WAB. 



CHAP. Sucli was tlie posture of afifdrs at the doee of the reroln- 
tion. The private debt of the state amoonted to the constd- 
178a. erable snm of one million three hundred thousand ponndi, 
besides two hundred and fifty thoosand pounds due to officers 
and soldiers in the army ; and the proportion of the national 
debt amounted to the farther sum of a million and a half of 
pounds.^ The interost on these debt3, which was to \y% paid 
in specie, was by no moans small ; and wlion it is considered 
that the credit of the state was pledged for their cancelraent, 
that the ordinary expenses of government were to be met, and 
that each family had its private debts and expenses, while 
towns were embarrassed fay advances to the soldiers, the nuu> 
kets for produce were closed or lessened, an4 the various 
branches of industry were cramped, it will be perceived that 
the qnestions, how these difficulties could be snooessfhily sur- 
mounted, and how these claims could be satisfactorily adjust- 
ed, were difficult to answer, especially for men who were 
inexperienced in the nianaL,^cinent of financial affairs, except 
on a limited scale, and who were but slightly acquainted with 
political economy. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
timid should have been seized with trembling and dismay, and 
that the wisest should have been filled with anxious soliei' 
tnde. It was a state of alfoirs which no one had anticipated^ 
tiie product of circumstances over which the people had little 
control. And to punish them because they were reduced to 
such straits, or because their views were crude and impracti- 
cable, it was thought, would only a<rgravate the public distress, 
and strenirtlien the spirit of discontent. 

Besides these, however, there were other causes of com- 

JS^s. P^**"^ ^^^^^ "tender act" of 1782, passed for the benefit of 
private debtors, and which made neat catUe and other articles 

* Addms to the People. 1786, 5- era Mass. I 233 { Curtis't Hist of 
17 ; Minot'8 Hist of the Insurrco- the Gnat L 9M, 967. 
tioa» Bmdibid, iL} UoUand'a Wea^ 



Digitized by Google 



OAUBBB OF COMPLAINT. 



228 



a legal tender for debtSi by ita retroBpective operation served chap. 
only to suspend lawsnits for the space of a twelTemonth ; and, 
as it was obnoxious to oonstitotional as well as to equitable im. 
objections, in the end it increased the evil it was designed to 
obyiate, and was the first frif^nal for hostilities between the 
rich and tlie poor, tlic i'aw and llio many.' Tlie "i>ay act" of 
the same year, pas.sed by Coiiirress, coinimiting the half pay Mar. 22. 
promised to officers for life to full pay for five years, was also 
censured ; and objections were made to it on the ground that 
the discrimination was unjust, and the officers were to bo paid 
''at the expense of the sufferings of their fellowHsitizens." ' 
The costs in civil suits had likewise increased ; and it was 
claimed that the lawyers, who had greatly multiplied, had an 
undue in6uenoe, and were growing rich at the expense of 
their clients.^ Some even objected to the Courts of Common 
Pleas as an unnecessary brinlcn. The prevalence of luxury, 
consequent upon liabits acijuirt'd in war, and the importation 
of British goods, for which specie was paid, were also cen- 
sured as a check upon home manufactures, and the encourage- 
ment of extravagance, which could benefit only the merchant^ 



* Minot'fc Hist, of the fomrrection, 

15; Bradford, ii. ; Curtis's Hist of 
the CwhU i. 26d; Hollaud's West- 
Mam. i. 234. 
' Minrit'^ Hist, of the Insurrection, 
18, 27 ; Uiudford« ii. 219, 225; Au»- 
tin*8 Life of Oenr, L S9»-a98; Hol- 
land's Western Mass. i. L'.Jl. Comp. 
die Boston Gazette for (Jet. 20, 17H3, 
and Writings of Washington, viil 448, 
651-566. •' .\s to the idco," says the 
latter, •* that the lialf pay and eom- 
mutation are to be regarded merely 
in the light of an odious pemiion, it 
ought to i)p cxoloded forever. Thnt 
provision shoulu be viewed, as it n ally 
was. a reasonable oomjx'nsation oi- 
fered by Congrcs at a time when they 
had nothing else to giv^ the othccn» 
of the army for services then to be 
performed. It was the only means 
to prevent a total dereliciion of the 



lenfCoe. It e part of fhcir hir& 

I tiny ho ;tlln\v(.-<l to nav. it was the 

Srice of their blood, anil of your in- 
ependeney; it is, therefore, more 
than a common debt — it is a debt of 
honor ; it can never be conaidered a« 
a penmon or grotmty, nor be cancelled 
until it is fairlv discharged." 

' Minot's itist, of the Insurrection. 
29; Bradford, il 258; Jackson's Hist. 
Newton, 208, 200 } AI)bot'« Andover, 
<H, 6.1. Tbe papers of " Ilonestus,'* 
pulilished in tiie j)aj)ers of the day, 
were the principal iiistru mints In 
directing jealousy toManU thi' judicial 
tribunals, and the anathemas thun- 
dered against lawyers led to their 
exclusion, hy the pojjular voice, from 
the House and the Senate. Lincoln's 
Worcester, 131 ; Ward's Shrewsburvt 
91; UoUand'a Weatem Maai. I 2S0. 
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CONDUCT OF IU£ SEDITIOUS 



CHAP, wliile it impoverished the artisan,' Obfections were likerae 
made to the constitution of the state ; and the Senate was 

1788. declared to be snperfluous, or worse.* 

Without donbt, the excitement created bj tiiis levelling 
Bpirit was confined, at first, chiefly to those who were ignorant 
of the principles of civil government, and to demagogues, who 
endeavored to persuade the people that tliey had a ritrlit, oven 
in irrefrular conventions and by force, to throw ofl" the re- 
straint:* of biUMlensonie laws. A majoritv of the citi/cns, — 
at least, of the intelligent, — it should seem, were too wcU 
informed and too patriotic to lesist the opemtion of necessary 
laws ; but when the infatuated resorted to arms, and refused 
to pay the price of their privileges, nothing but vigilance could 
oppose their fury, and quell the tumult created by their mis- 
conduct.' 

The machinery resorted to by the seditious to accomplish 

their ends was artfully calculated to impose upon the weak. 
It was contended that the riirht to assemble in conventions to 
consult ujtnn tlic common good was recognized distinctly in 
the constitution it.self; and, construing this right with tho 
utmost latitude, and forgetting the restrictions whi( h ^ood 
sense imposes, and that the sovereignty which had been dele- 
gated by the whole people could not be resumed at the option 
of a part, advantage was taken of the present opportunity to 
inflame the passions and prejudices of the dissatisfied, by 
holding irregular and tumultuous gatherings. At first, indeed, 
the conventions were respectable, and disclaimed all connec- 
tion with mobs ; but the mob, iu a i^hort time, acquired tho 

' Minot's Tlist. of tl«e Insurrection, Gonut lea^inff a balance of 21 mil- 

10, 12; Bnuiford. 11. 23-1; lliUlreth's linns ajrnin>t the U. States. Comj). 

U. S, ill. 1«»G. f -onip- al.-o Fi nnklin's I'itkiii's Statistics of tlie U. S. 30, etL 

Works, \iil. 327. Theimpf rts fmm IKJ.j. 
Great Hrifnin. in 17H4 and 17s,j, * Bnidiorcl, ii. 2.'iS, 
amounted, iji value, to 3U millions ' BnuUbnl. il. 20^; Butler's Groton 

of dollan, while the esport» to the and Bfairky, 132. 
mne oountcy did not exceed 9 mil* 
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BBceadeacj, and the oonventions became the abettors of Tio- chap. 
lence. Li this state of things, as the ooiiTentioiis increased, ^J^^ 
the evils resnlting from them likewise increased ; the respecti^ itwl 
ble were mixed up and incorporated with the mob ; and at 

length they stood on even ground, and acted together to over- 
awe others.* 

The first symptoms of the rising storm appeared at the con- 
Tention in the county of Worcester. This convention, which AiagM, 
met at Leicester, was composed of delegates from thirty-seven 
towns, who voted, at the ontset, that the body was ** lawM 
and constitntional,'' and then proceeded to discnss the causes 
of the pnbUc discontent These, as ennmerated in their pub- 
lished memorial, were, i. The sitting of the General Court 
in Boston ; 2. Tiie want of a circulating medium ; 3. The 
nliuses in the practice of the law, and the exorbitance of the 
fee table ; 4. The existence of the Courts of Common Fleas 
in their present mode of administration ; 6. The appropriat- 
ing the revenues arising from the impost and exdse to the 
payment of the interest of the state securities ; 6. The unrea- 
sonable and unnecessary grants made by the General Court to 
the attorney general and otliers ; 7. The servants of the gov- 
ernment being too numerous, and having too great salaries ; 
and, 8. This conuuonwealth granting aid or paying moneys to 
Congress, while our public accounts remain unsettled." * 

The tendency of such measures, it was seen by the discern- 
ing, would be to distract the public councils, and foster the 
evils it was desired to redress. For, out of the convention, 
there were not wanting many who viewed tilings in a different 
light, and who insisted with equal confidence that the evils 

• Bradford, n. 260 1 Holland's were pre<=<'nt. Tlie insurrection in 
Western Ma»s. L 23d. N. UampHhire was contemporaneous 

* Unooln's Woreester, 133, with that in Mamacfaunetts, and origi- 
134; Waid'a Shrewshun, ; IhA- nated from similar causes. An uo- 
land's Western Mas8. i. 'J3G. A count of the same is given in the 
previous meeting was held in May, Worcester Ma^. for Sept. 1786» and 
•twhididelegatca from but ntowna infiazsCow'aHiat.ofN. H. 

VOL. lU. 15 
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OOlTTEXmON AT HATFIELD. 



OBAP. complained of were mostly imagiiiarv, and that the real cause 
of the public distress must be attributed to tlie luxurious hab- 
1786. its of the people and the large consumption of British fabrics, 
the dangers of which could not well be over-estimated.^ Uenoe 
tiie discussion in the papers took a wide range ; and the pro- 
oeediogs of the remonstrantB were not only satirized, bat the 
knaTery of their leaders was freely exposed.* 

jUvJl The conTention at Worcester was followed, a week later, 
by another at Hatfield, in the county of Hampshire, of dele* 
gates from fifty towns, which continued in session three days. 
The list of grievauccs put forth by this body was swollen to 
a catalogue of seventeen articles ; among which were, the 
existence of the Senate, the mode of representation, the inde- 
pendence of officers on the people for their salaries, the embar* 
rasBoients of the press, and the n^lect of the settlement of 
important matters between the commonwealth and GongresB 
rebtive to moneys and ayerages.* The passage of such resch 
lotions, as may well be supposed, was exactly calculated to 
encourage the lawless ; and, four days after the rising of the 

▲ag.28. convention, a nioV) of several hundreds,^ some of them armed 
with guns and swords, and others with bludgeons, assembled 
in Northampton, at the time appointed for the sitting of the 

be viewed Hith abhorrence and dia* 
gujit Comj^ Uiidreth't U. S. lit 
406, 467. 

' Worcfstor M;u?. Xo. 25, for Sept 
1786; Miiiot's Hist, of tlie Insurreo- 
tion, 34-y7; liiadfV.rd, ii. 260-262; 
Holknd's Wwtt n. Man. 1287.2381 
For an account ol' tiie convention in 
Middlesex, held in Concord, Au^. 
23, see Shattuck's Hilt Concord. 13U. 
Ton articles of frrit'vancc were adopted 
by this convention, and an address to 
the publie wu ordered and pubUihed. 

* The ncw»iiapers of the day esti- 
mated ^biAt number at 40U or 000 ; but 
Minot, Hist of the LuaReetioiH 30» 
and Bradford, ii. 263, estimate their 
number to have been nearly 1500. 

i 

i 
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' -^\iper divitxa avarittamy** says 
Livy, "f/ aburvinntis voluptatia ae- 
tiderium, per iuxum atque libidinem 
pereundi, ftrdauHqnit emma «m»> 

' See the MS. Letter of Gi n. Lin- 
eobi to Oen. Washington, 66, 67 ; and 
compare Holland's Western Mass. 
i. 236, 237. Without doubt the con- 
duct of Bpeculatons who availed them- 
lelves of the neccs-sitifs of f)t]ior8 to 
purchase, at a great discount, vast 
«{iiaiitiliee of paper money, and who 
were disposod to })ress their claims to 
the utmost, WOK a grievance felt deep- 
ly by the subjectaof thdr operations; 
and their measures, not always of the 
most honorable kind, could not but 
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Court of Common Fleas, fully determined to prevent its sea- chap. 

eions, and to suspend the regular processes of law. Tidings ^^^^ 
of this outbreak wore forwanlod to ]>o?ton ; and a prnclama- 1786. 
tion was issued by Govcruor Bowdoiu forbirlding all assem- 
blies of the people for unlawful purposes, and calling upon the 
officers of the government, ciTii and judiciali and the citizens 
generally, to aid in suppressing such treasonable proceedings, 
and in restoring the comfaiunity to its usual tranquillity.' 

This proclamation, however, had but little effect, though the 
newspapers of the noiirliborliood, and tlic clergy to a man 
nearly, sided with the govei-imient in opposing sedition. The 
j9aiue, which was burning in Worcester and Hampshire, spread 
into other counties. In Middlesex, Bristol, and Berkshire, 
conventions were held and votes were passed ; and the tumult 
was so threatening that, in the apprehension of many, the 
safety of the state was endangered.* 

The success of the insurgents in the county of Hampshircf 
emboldened their associates in the county of Worcester ; and s«fU 6. 
the sessions of the court were prevented by a mob of two 
hundred persons, who posted themselves around the court 
house, with bayonets fixed, and debarred the entrance of the 
judges. General Ward, the chief justice, remonstrated with 
them on the madness of theur conduct, and, in a speech of two 
hours' length, warned them of the consequences which must 
inevitably ensue ; but thfiy were equally deaf to remonstrance 
and warning, and no alternative was left but to a^jouro.^ 

* Worcei^ter Mag. Xo. 23, for Sopt. WoHtrm Mass. i. 242 ; Hist. Berk- 
1786 ; Minot's liist. of the Insurrec- shire, 127 ; Lincoln's Worcester, ISi } 
tion, 39; Bradford, n. 263; Uol- Ward's Shrewsbun, 95-99. Thv 
land's Western Mans. i. 240. mob at "Worcester wiis under the 

* The Woreenter Magazine con- command of Captiiin Acbm Wheeler, 
tained many articles on the di.sturb- of Hiibbordston, and hln lieutenant 
tnoea. See alno Minot's Hist, of the w&h Benjamin Converse, of Hardk 
Insurrection, 39 ; Holland's Western "wick; hut Captain Wheeler, when 
Mii8s. i. 241. charged M'ith being their leader, dis- 

' Worcester Mag. No. 28, finr Sept daitned both the oflloe and the re- 
1786; Minot's lllst. of the In«;urrec- sponsibility. Only 100 of the men had 
tioo, 39 i Bradford, iL 263 j Holland's guns; the rest cuxied bludgeons. 
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228 PBOCEEDINGS IN MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 

CHAP. Tlie next attempt was at Coneord, in the county of MiiMle* 

^^^^ Bex. The insurgents at tliis place, about one hundred ia 

im. number, were chiefly from Groton and its immediate neiglibor* 
Sen. ISk 

hood, and were nnder the command of Oaptains Job Shattock, 
of Groton, and Nathan and Sjlvanns Smith, of Shirley.^ The 
first night they lodged in the court honse^ and in bams, or 
such other shelter as could best be obtained ; and on the fol- 

Bap. Ul lowing day they took possK^ssion of the grounds in front of 
the court liou.-e, and marked out their lines. Here thoy were 
joined by a party from Worcester, about ninety istrouLr, under 
Wheeler, of Hubbardston, and Converse, of Ilardwiek ; so 
that the whole body numbered about two hundred. But the 
citizens of Concord had not been idle ; and not only did they, 

UgL 9. at a special meeting, seriously and ddiberatoly " discuss the 
measures which had been adopted in other counties, but de- 
clared their " utter disapprobation of such disorderly proceed- 
ings."* The governor, likewise, apprehending disturbances, 

8^t 8. had ordered the artillery companies of Ro.xbury and Dorclies- 
ter to hold thcnitolves in readiness to inarcli to Concord, umier 
the command of General Brooks, with such other companies 
from the county of Suffolk as the exigencies might require -y^ 
but these orders were conntermanded, in consequence of the 
spirited conduct of the town. 

The appearance of the mob, in leas tronblesome times, would 
have excited the derision of every beholder. As a general 
thing, they " looked wretchedly ; " their muskets were thor^ 
oughly drenched with rain; and the " rank-SCented many" 
were redolent of rum, which they had poured down in large 
quantities to keep up their courage. But, while they were 
swaggering and vaporing in the streets, trolling catx^hcs of 

' Worcester Majj. No. 2 5. for Sept ■ Worcester Mar. No. 24, for SepL 

1786; Butler's Hiht, of CJmtoii and 1786; Shattuck's Concord. 131. 

Shirley; Shattuck's Concord 131. A ' Worcester Mi»g. No. 24, for Sept 

majority of the legal voters of Groton 1786; Minot's Hist of the InsurreO- 

are said to have concurred in reaistr tion, 42} Shattuck's Concord, 131. 
ing the goveronMnL 
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popular songs, and making the air unwholesome with their chaf. 
hreath, the more sober citizens, after joining in prayer, ap- ^J^^ 
pointed a committee to confer with their leaders, and another 1786. 
to confer with the justices of the courts. The reply of Shat- 
tuck w^i3 at first quite insolent; and he declared that the 
courts should not sit until the grievances of the people were 
adtablj redressed ; bnt, two honrs later, he altered his tone^ 
and consented that the Oonrt of Sessions might open, and ad- 
jonm to the last Tuesday in Norembor, without entering the 
court house. ^ Smith, however, was much more refractory ; 
and, " splitting the air with noise," he beat round for volun- 
teers, declaring that any one who refused to join his standard 
and follow his drum should be " drove out of town at the point 
of the bayonet" I will lay down my li£Q,'' said he, " to sup- 
press the government from all triannical oppression ; and yon, 
who are willing to join us in tiiis here afifoir, may Ml into our 
ranks."* This illiterate philippic, with its accompany inj^: pro- 
fanity, was offensive even to his own party ; and the more 
respectable were heartily asliamed of the cause tliey had 
espoused. The judges, in the mean time, deeming it useless 
to proceed to business, decided, after consultation, to suspend 
their sessions ; and, at a late hour in the afternoon, they left 
the town, and the insurgents dispersed.* 

The distorbanee at Taunton, in the county of Bristol, was 
quelled by the exertions of General Cobb, the chief justice of 
the Court of Common Pleas, and a military officer of undaunt- 
ed courage. Discretionary orders had been given by the «rov- 
eraor to call out the militia in case of necessity ; but, in the 
absence of the Goundl, which was not then in session, no pos- 
itive instmctions could be issued by his ezcellen<7. General 
Cobb^ therefine^who had reason to apprehend that violence 

« 8hattiick*B Concord, 13.5. 1786; Shattuck's Concord, 135, 136| 

* Shftttiick's Concord, 135. Butler't Qroton and Shirley, 133. 

* Woml«r]bg;Na80^ftr8e]it 
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QR/kP. would be attempted, assumed the responsibility of ordeciog 
fleyeral oompanies to appear, at Taunton, on the moraing of 
miL the day the ooort was to meet, and took poeseaaion of tha 
oourt house ** with a field piece and thirty genHemen toUu^ 
u ieers." By this seasonable precaution Hie insiirgeots wece 
Intimidated ; and, although they appeared in considerable 
numbers, they were assured by the chief justice that he would 
" Bit as a judge or die as a general ; " and, knowing IVuju hw 
character that he w ould be as good as his word, tho malcour 
^ts separated without preventing the sitting of the oourt. 
Yet it was deemed advisable, here as elsewherei to acfiousn 
the sessions to a futnre day.^ 
In the county of Berkshire, the insurgeuts were equally 
Aug. active.* Tho convention at Lenox, held soon after the con- 
vention at Hatfield, was composed as well of the friends uf 
government as of the disaffected ; and their proceedings, 
first, were temperate and judicious, though tho genet*al rage 
Ibr reformation was displayed. Some of the acts of the adr 
ministration were condemned; bnt^ in gmnilt a respeotfid 
regard for authority was obserred, and the memben in the 



' Worcester Ma*;:. No. 25, for Sept 
1786; Minot's llisU of the Insurrec- 
tion. 44 ; Bra(lford,u. 26o, 266; Atar- 
•hall's Wa^hi^gton, x. 112, note. 

' Disturbances in Berkshire Reem 
to bave commenced at a quite early 
date ; for in Februar)', 177i>, the re- 
port of a conunittce of the General 
voint mt {ireaented rebtive to Uieaa 
matters, " tliat they have heard the 
members of the General Court who 
belong to the county of Beikdure 
upon tlie Ruhjcctf and are of opinion 
that it is necessarir' to pass an act of 
]vardon and iiidemnification to all 
riota, rout9, and all asnaults, batteries, 
fidse imnrisonments, and trcfpasxes 
against the j)crson of a subject, com- 
niittrd and done within the county of 
Berkshire before the I).l.s^^n^' such act ; 
and also for suspending the right of 



bringing of personal action s for tres- 
pasAeM against ]>roi)erty in suid counl^ 
which may have hem committed m 
consequence ol' the order. n M)i\e. or 
vote, eitlier ol anj legal town t^cetii^ 
adectmen, or comiDittee of inspeotiofi, 
corrcspondcnce.^tc., unless hvu e sludl 
be iirst had and obtained of the Gen- 
eral Court And that it is Tu<««fiiury 
for the pc-.ice and ^ttcnl order oi' UjI' 
county of Berkshire, tiiat there should 
be jiwliecp of tlie Inferior Couri of 
Common Pletw there ajipoiiited. 
justices for the Court ot Gc tu ral Ses- 
sions of tlie Peace, and that the\ ije 
directed to hold tlieir respective courts 
as by law apjiointed ; atul funh'-r, lliat 
there be an act passed lor holduig a 
Superior Covat of Judicature io Mid 
county annually, which i> submit tei].' 
J our. Uov^ (4 itej^ fox i:^. 6, 1779. 
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most solemn manner pledged themselves, as a body, to use CHAP, 
their influence to support the courts in the exercise of their 
legal powers, and to quiet the agitated spirits of the people.^ itm. 
Bttt the insurgents were not satislicd with this ; and, at the 
<»peniog of the Court of Oommon Pleas at Great Barringtoiiy 
a mob, ooDBbtiiig of aboat eight bandred peraooB, abused the 
Jodgesi sacoeeded in preventiiig the sessions of the court, and 
broke open the jail and liberated the prisoners.* 

The excitement was now general. In some parts, indeed, 
the [people were quiet ; and in Boston, in particular, an address 
was prepared, and sent to the governor, declaring in tlie nio-^t8«p.U» 
explicit terras their unvaried determination to cooperate in 
SOI^rt of constitutional goyernment. A circular letter was 
also sent abroad, addressed, to the inhabitants of every town, 
redting the dangers vhicih had been mutual during the war, 
and oontrastmg the state of the bountry at present with what 
it would have been had their enemies conquered. The pledges 
which had been made in defence of their liberties were also 
alluded to; and they conjured their brethren in tlie mo^t feel- 
ing manner not to gratify the malice of their connnon enemies 
in seeking a redress of supposed grievances by other means 
than those which their social compact had amply provided 

The address to the governor was favorably received, and 
as fhvorably answered ; and the replies to the circalar ad- Stp. UL 
dressed to the towns, thougb varying in character, were 
accordant in spirit, and evinced a pleasing union of sentunent 
and a readiness to aid In upholding the laws.^ But the 

* Minot's Hist of the lusunrection, the addrewes were prepared bv him 

44; Holland'B "Bu/L WeHbem I/bm. and by James Sulfivan, Dr. Cmrlea 

L 244. Junis, Slt'phen Higginson, Edward 

' Minot** Hist of the Imurrection, Paine, Jonathan Jadkiaon, and Jona- 

46 1 Hflllaiid^ Hist Western Hasi. than L. Austin, who were ap]x>inted 

i 244; Hist Berkshire, 127, 128. for that purpost'. 

' Wormter Mag. No. Ud, for i>ept. * The answer of the town of Itox- 

17M; Mbot^ ffist. of the fosnneo- bury is given in the Woneiler >f«g> 

liao, 46. Samuel Adams mod- um. No. 27, fin Oct 1786. 
mttm of the meeting in jBosUmj and 
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232 PIBTUBBANCBS AT SPBINGFI£LD. 

CHAP, action of the government itself was called for, to render 

^JJ^J^ effective tlie wishes of the prudent ; and, as the General Court 
had been adjourned from the eighth of July to the last of the 
folloving January, it was deemed advisable to conTene it at 
an earlier date, and a proclamation was tuned for calling it 
together on the eighteenth of October ; bot the pressore of 
circumstances required that a still earlier date should be fixed, 

8«f.27. and the twenty-seventh of September was assigned by the 
governor.' In tlie midst of tliis business fresh difficulties 
arose. Hitherto the outbreaks had lx>cn confined almost 
entirely to the sessions of the Courts of Common Pleas and 
the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace. The Supreme 
Judicial Courts had not been molested. But these courts, it 
was well known, were properly cognisant of acts of rebdlion ; 
and, thoogh it was treasonable to disturb them, as it was 
Ibared by the insurgents that indictments might be presented 
against the more froward, it was determined, if possible, to 
prevent their sassiona. The sessions at S[iriny^lieUl were to be 

0«p.M. holdon in September; and the insurgents prepared to obstruct 
their proceedings. To defeat their designs, and at t)ie same 
time to presenre order, a body of six or eight hundred of the 
militia, under General Shepard, of Westfield, was detached to 
the conrt house, to hold possesrion of it against all intruders.' 

On the appointed day, the troops were posted, and the jus^ 
lices assembled, prepared to attend to the duties of their olBce; 
but the insurgents appeared in equal, if not superior, numbers, 
under the leadersliip of Daniel Siiays, formerly a cujitain in 
the army of the revolution, who had resigned his commission 
from causes not known, and who was the principal personage^ 



• Worcester Ma^?. No. 25, for Sept 
1786; Minot's Hist, of tJie Insnrrec- 
tiOD,33, 47; Bradford, ii. 257, 2(57. 

• Worcester Mag. \o. 28, for Oct. 
1786; Minot's Hist, of the Insurrec- 
tioii,4S{ finuUbfd,ii.a64}UoUaiid't 



Western Mam. I 245,* History of 
Bork.Hhire, 12a From the 8tat»- 
mciits of Holland it appears thot only 
about 300 of the militia were mus- 
tand at the openiog of th» oouft. 
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or at least the most promment, in opposing the gOTernment chap. 
and resisting its anthoritj* The character of Shays was 
marked by no ijualities which entitled him to distinctioni nor ijfu. 
was he eminent for courtesy, talent, or principle. Brave 

thougli he may have l>oeii wliile in a good cause, he had not 
tlic courage which shrinii.s from di.shoiioraljle acts ; bankrupt 
in fortune aa well as in virtue, he was ready to "embark on 
tlie flood of any desperate adventure," in the hope of improv- 
ing his outward condition ; and, destitute of qualifications for 
high military oonunand, there were others who were leagued 
with him far more competent and formidable than himselt' 

Luke Day, of West Springfield, was, without doubt, the 
master spirit of the insurrection ; the precedence of Shays waA 
the result of mere accident. Day had served as a captain in 
the revolution, and returned home poor, but with honor, and 
a major by brevet. Unfortunately, however, for hiui.self and 
for his country, the cacoethes loquendi had taken po8sc^ision of 
him ; and, as a good dor] aimer, his bar-room harangues were 
frequent and fervent The meetings of the malcontents had 
been held for some time at a noted tavern in his native town 
rejoicing in the cognomen of ** the Old Stebbins Tavern ; and 
there he was accustomed to spend his evenings, in tlie company 
of his *' fellow-sufferers," who were inspired by his cloiiuence 
to imagine themselves " of all men mo<t miserable." As his 
popularity increased, his converts multiplied, and they wero 
drilled by him daily on the West Sprini^Held Common. Their 
arms, at first, were hickory clubs, and their hats were adorned 
with sprigs of hemlock ; but, as the hour of action approached, 
those who could afford it provided themselves with muskets. 
Applied to a good cause, the talents of Day might have been 
of some service ; but in his present position, he was entirely 
mistaken in supposing that Ihe applause of vulgar minds — 

' Oa the character of Shays, see Shrewsbury, 115-117 ; UoUand't 
Lraeobli WanmUx, 369s Waid% WMtem Maa* L 290-^ 
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OOHDUCT OF TOE INBUBGENT8. 

CHAP, tlie " tongues o' tlic common moutli " — was an evidence of his 

genius, or could insure his suooess.^ 
17M. Tlie conduct of the insnrgents was exceedingly insolent ; 
and their first demand was, that the judges should pledge 
themselves not to indict a^y of the late rioters. The replj 
of the judges was firm and dignified ; they, should eseouta 
the laws agroeablj to their oath. In the oonfasion whidi 
ensued, however, but little oonld be done ; and, on the third 

89.28. day of their sitting, tlie court adjouriu'ii, after resolving that 
it was inexj)eclient to proceed to Berkshire. Thus the turbu- 
lent were left in poasessioa of the held ; and, as they continued 
their threats, there were serious apprehensions of an attack 
Upon the militia. But the prudence of Shepard prevented the 

8ip.M. conflict; and, on the following day, the insoigents departed, 
leaving the town in considenble confusion.* 

flit. a. The speech of the governor at the opening of the legislature 
contained a review of these transactions, a declaration of the 
danger of such proceedings, and the want of justification on 
the part of the insurgents, even if their grievances were achnit- 
ted to lie real. Tlie necessity of eflicieut measures to suj»port 
the government and restore tranquillity was also adverted to ; 
and the hope was expressed that the representatives of the 
people, who were authorized to act for them, would extend all 
suitable forbearance and relief accordiDg as the condition of 
the state would admit' 

The Senate ooncorred with the governor in these views ; 
but in the House u difl'erence of opinion prevailed, and some 
of the members secretly, if not openly, symjiatlii/ed with the 
insurgeutd, and wished them success.^ Unanimity, therefore, 

' On the chamctcr of Day, see 1786; MinotV Hist of the Innurreo- 

UoUand'8 Western Mass. i. 244, 24o. tion« 5 1 ; itraUibrd, iL 2G7 ; Holland's 

* WoroMter Mag- No. 28, for Oet Westeni Utm. I 8ML OoBpm 
1786; Minot's Hist, of the Insum-c- Sivarks'*; Wa'^hirifrton. ix. 204. 

lion, 49; Bradford, il 264 ; Uoilaod's * "General Knox," wrote Lee to 
Veilem MiM. i. 24A-S4& WMfaii^(toi^*«hMiutti«tanied}«id 

* Wonortar IC^g. No. S8» ftr Oet Ik npnti froaii!to4 m hii 01m 
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was with difficulty secured ; and, though the joint oommittee chap. 
oenrared tiie prooeedupi .g»i»t fbe jndicU ooorls, and re- 
ported an approval of his excellency's conduct in raising the 17S6» 
ndlitia, and a promise to defray the expenses incurred, with a 

provision for the suspension for a limited period of the privi- 
leges of the writ of Habeas Corpus, a determination was at 
the same time expressed to examine into and redress existing 
grievauces, and n Heve the people of oppressive burdens.* The 
discussions wiiich ensu d were continued for weeks; and thQ 
conventions, emboldened by tlie countenance of others, poured 
in petitions, ui*ging patheticallj the necessity for redress, anci, 
In some cases, praying that a general convention of the people 
might be called, to unite in consistent and explicit petitions^ 
and tiiat the sense of the towns might be taken on the expe- 
dicney of revising tlie constitution.* 

Tiie decision which was finally readied was, happily, favora- 
ble. A law against riots and unlawful assend)li<'s was passed ;^ Oct. 28. 
the privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus was suspended Mor.lO. 
for eight months ; an act was completed for the payment of 
bade taxes in specified articles at fixed rates ; a plan was 



knowledge, is replete with mekn- 
choly intbrmadoti. A majority of the 
peojilr- of M;i.s8achusptt8 are in oppo- 
sitiun to the government. S<ime of 
the leaders avow die iubversion of it 
to Ik? their object, together with the 
aboUtiun uf dehls, ihe dixiniuu of 
property, and a reunion irith Great 
liritiiin. hi all the F.aslern StateiJ 
the sauie tem|M.T prevuiis more or 
Int, and iHU certainly break fordi 
when the opiKjrtune moment ar- 
rives." MarKbali's Washington* v. 
117 ; Siiarks'H Washinj^ton, ix. 207. 

' Miiiut's Hist, of the In.surrection, 
62 : Brudiord, iL 267, 26» ; Uoliaud's 
Weiitem MaM. I 249. 

* Minot'e Uist of the Insurrection, 
63-56. One of these petitions was 
from tbe convention held at Poxton, 
Ik Woteeater OQua^, Sept. 26^ and 



continued in session until the 28th* 
Worcester Bfag. Na 37, for Oct. 119^ 
A petition was also sent in from 
Worcester, where a meeting was held 
Sept 25, which continued in session 
until Oct. 2. Ihid. The ])etiti()n of 
eijghtcen towns in Middlesex county is 
given in ibid. SO. This oomeo* 
tion w;is held Ort. 3. 

' Holland's Western Mass. L 249. 
By this act, all oflbnden, who ahould, 
for tlie snace of one hour after it wa» 
read to taem, continue their oombiDai- 
tions, were to be punlRbed by tiie con- 
fi'^ition of their jjropcrty, the inflic- 
tion of thirty-nine titriijes, and im- 
prisonment not more than one year, 
with thirty-nine stripes every thre^ 
months diuiog the teem of im|»iiOQ- 
meuL 
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CHAP, agreed upon for originating civil cftoses before justiceB of tbe 
peace, in order to lessen the basiness of the Courts of Com- 
ITSS. mon Pleas, and to render law processes less expensive'; a new 
Kvf.16, M tender act " was framed, the operation of which was limited 
to eight months ; an address to the pt oplf was pre}>ared and 
published ; aiul an act of iiKlcimiity was passed, <^rantiiig a 
pardon to all persons concerned in the late disturlnmccs who 
filiould, by the first day of January following, take the oath 
of allegiance, and behave orderly in the mean time.* 
In the interval of the passage of these acts, slight disturb- 
Oat usances occarred at Taunton, and were threatened at Cam- 
Oat 8L bridge ; and a circular letter was addressed by Shays to the 
o«t S8. selectmen of many of the towns in Hampshire coonly, requir- 
ing them to assemble the inhabitants, and to see that they 
were suitably armed and 0(|nijiped,^ It was evident, there* 
fore, that the rebellion was not (juelled ; and it was tlie con- 
Bcionsne,>s that riirorous measures could alone prove effectual 
which induced the House to consent that such steps should be 
taken as the emergency required ; for if the government was 
sabverted through their neglect, they had the sense to perceive 
that the consequences would be as ruinous to themselves as to 
others. Personal interest^ therefore, compelled them to sus- 
tain the laws, and to sanction the course which the governor 
had pursued.' 



» Worcester Mag. No. 31, 32. 33, 
and 85, fSar Nov. 1786 ; MinotV Hisu 
of the Insurrection, Go, 05, 66 ; Brad- 
ford, iL 269, 27U. The Addirss to 
llie People was approved by the Sen- 
ate Oct. 30, and hy the House Nov. 
14 ; 12U0 copies were ordered to be 
printed and mstributed, and tiie pam- 
phlet, containiii;^ forty-two pages, was 
printed by Adams and Nourse. An- 
other ael^ fot renderings praooaoea in 
law lesH e.x pensive, was passed Fcl). 
14, 1789. Maw. Laws for 1789, 
chap. IxviS. 

' Woco8tterM^NobS2,fbrNov; 



1786; Minot's Hist, of the Ini^urreo- 
tion, 58. 59, G3, (>4 ; Bradford, ii. 268, 
271 ; Holland's Western Muhk i. 2.->(). 

' It was estimated, by some, tliat 
the number of ihB dnaActed in 
Massachusetts amounted to one fifth 
of the inhabitants in several of tiie 
populous ooontiea; and their dix> 
trines and jjurjwses were embraced 
hy many young and active sp rits 
fai Khode Uand, Comieetieut, New 
Hampshire, and Vemiont ; so th it the 
whole faction was supposed to be 
capable of ftimiahfaig a oody of from 
13 to IMOO men, bent on imuhi> 
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The acyournineat of the Qoneral Court, which took place chap. 
in NoTember, was immediately followed by a conyention of ^^jj^ 
delates in the ooonty of Worcester, who sent oat an ad- iTsa. 
dress, asserting the right of the people to examine, censnre, ^""^ 

ami condemn the contliict of their rulers, many of whom, they 
affirmed, were " born to afllucuce,'' and " perliaps the whole ia 
easy circumstances," and, consequently, incapable of sympa- 
thizing fully with the less wealthy. They therefore called 
npon all electors to stand to their rights, and concluded by 
aflbrming that» however they might suffer in their characters, 
persons, or estates, they should think themselves happy, if 
tiiey could, in the least degree, contribute to restore harmony 
to the commouwealth, and to support the weight of a tottering 
empire." ^ 

If it was the intention of the memorialists that the close of 
this address should be literally construed, the terms ill com- 
ported with its opening language. The people, therefore^ 
interpreted it to suit their own views ; and, so far from re- 
fraining from violence, and aiming to restore harmony, they 
were more active than ever in opposing the f]rovernment, and 
in endeavoring to bring it into general contem|it. Before the 
circular was issued, indeed, and when the Court of General Not.2L 
Sessions of the Peace attempted to meet at Worcester, accord- 
ing to a^jonmmenti the court house was found to be filled 
with armed men, and the justices, opposed by a triple row of 
bayonets, were obliged to meet in a tavern.* The governor, 
on hearing of this, issued his orders as commander-in-chief, 
and called upon the oMccrs of the militia to bCC that their 

lattng property, and cancelling all 178(5; Minot's Hist, of the Insurreo- 

dfbis, public and nrivate. Knox to tion, 74; Bradford, ii. 273; JUncoln's 

Washington; Washington to Madi- Worcester ; Ward's Shrewsbury, 101, 

Bon, in Works, ix. 207 ; Marshall's 102. These insurgents, about 60 in 



' MinoCli Hirt. of die laiiiRCCliaii, more from Sh^^^vshurv, and 50 from 
; 73. Hubbardston and the Deighboring 

* Worcester Mag. Na 34, for Not. tonna. 
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CHAP, divisions were organized and equip])cd to take tbo field at 
the shortest notice ; the militia in Middlesex were directed to 

1788. be in readinoRS to march to Cambridge ; four regiments were' 
pat in a like disposition in Essex ; and the sberiff of Barnsta- 
ble^ where symptomfl of uneasiness had began to appear, was' 
directed to call out the militiai if necessary, to support the 
ooorts in that eonnty.^ 

The coinjjlaints of the malcontents now became furioTO. 
The government, they said. ha<l failed to coinjtly with all their 
reqnests ; and pome of them apjx'ared to entertain the belief 
that they owed no obcdi'^tice to their rulers further than their 
measn res were approved, and that they might at pleasure rej?i?t 
obnozioos laws.^ By persisting in their opposition, they had, 
of coarse^ r^ected the offer of pardon ; and, as reason was 
inadequate to dispel their delosion, the governor was required 
to exercise the highest authority delegated to him by the 
legislature to suppress the rebellion. Warrants were accord- 
ingly isrfued for the arrest and imprisonment of the leaders 
of the insurgents in Middlesex ; and their execution was 
intrusted to the sheriff of that county, aided by a party of 
horse under Coiooel Benjamin Hiehborn, of Boston, who had 
voluntarily associated to preserve the peace. Towards the 

H«vJB.la8t of the month, marching orders were issued; and, joined 
by a party from Groton under Colonel Henry Wood, the 
whole body proceeded to Concord. The Groton horsemen, 
bemg acquainted with the country, acted as scouts, and re- 
turned at nij^t with two prisoners, Parker and Page ; but 
Shattuck, the principal offender, had e^ajied. He was seized, 
however, the next day, after a violent resistance, in whicii ho 
was wounded ; and the three were taken to Boston, and cast 
into jail.3 



* Minot's Uh\ nfthe i Mi in w ti o n , 
76 { Bradford, iL 274. 

* BradM, iL 274. 

* Woionter Mag;No.36»forI>ea 



1786 ; Mill. t'> lll-f. of the Insurrec- 
tion, 78; BraUibrd, iL 27<i, 277 1 
Shattuck't CoDOogrd, 189. 
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The sword of the govcramcnt was now unsheathed. The chaK 
heart of the insorrection was broken io Middlesex ; and it 
▼as onlj necessary, in other parts, to proceed with similar itsb. 
Tigor, to overcome the whole. Yet the rebels were not di» 
heartened. They denomced the conduct of the legislatnre as 
" oppressive," accused the members of being " insensible to the 
distresses of their constituents," and avowed a determination 
to " 90ok redress of their grievances in any way wliich was 
practicable."^ In accordance with tlio<e viewr^, preparations 
were made to prevent the sitting of the Court of Common 
Pleas at Worcester ; and the insurgents, to the number of four Dm.IL 
hundred, from Hampshire and Worcester, rendezvoused at 
Shrewsbury a few days previous to the opening of the court. KorJt. 
While thus posted, a party of horsemen firom Boston, twenty not.m. 
in number, all men of large fortunes, set out to arrest them ; 
but the insurgents were informed of their approach, and re- 
moved to Jloldcn, and from tlicnce to Grafton, Sliays, with 
Lis party of three? liundrcd and fifty, was quartered at Rut- 
land, but a few miles off ; and from this point he issued his 
orders to Iiis associates. On Sunday, the party from Grafton Z)m.s. 
entered Worcester, and, obtaining the keys, took poesesiioa 
of the court houses where, during the night, th^ were joined 
by others. The train band and alarm list, in the mean time^ 
were called out, and, to the number of one hundred and Wf' 
enty, paraded, and marched towards the rebels. A conference Dee.4. 
ensued ; and, an tiiey refused to dis|H'rHe, the conmiauder of 
the militia. Captain Howe, ordered liis men to charge bayonets 
and advance. The insurgents wavered, and fled to an emi- 
nence before the court house ; and tlie militia passed them to 
the Uancocic Arms, returned, and were dismissed.^ 

In the everfing, the arms of the insurgents, wluch had been 

> Woreertcr Mag. No. 36, for Deo. rection, 82; Bradford, iL 278; Hoi- 

1786 1 Bradford, ii. 274. landV Western Mass. L 252, 253 1 

• Worcester Ma-i. No. 3(), for Dec. Lincoln's Worccstcri Ward's ShWWf 

1786 i Minot's llmL of the Iiuiur- bury, lU2-10o. 
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CHAP, incautiously exposed, were pecroted by several youiifr men. in 
^^Z^i^ the spirit of mi;*cliicf, and an ahirni was raised tliat a conijiany 
1786. of liglit horse from Boston was a]i)tnjacliii)g ; but tlic alarm 
proved false, the arms were recovered, and the panic-struck 
soldiers remabed in a posture of defence through the nif^ht. 
A vioIeDt snow storm set in about BUDset ; but this did not 
inrevent the insmgents from Holden and other towns from 
inarching to the rendezvous ; and, though the storm raged the 
next day, they collected to the number of five or six hundred. 
Iho.6. The jud^^es met at the Sun Tavern ; but it was useless to think 
of proceeding to business. The iusurgenls continued to pour 
into the town ; and by tlie arrival of Shay^, on tho following 
Dao.S. day, with his tlirce hundred and fifty men, their number had 
swelled to nearly a thousand. The members of the late con- 
vention and the leaders of the mob conferred as to what should 
he done ; and, as they were hardly prepared for open hoetili* 
ties, a petition to the governor was draughted, copies of which 
were sent into all the towns in the three western counties. 
The language of this petition was apparently respectful. The 
Bus|)en8ion of the writ of Habeas Corjnis was the chief ground 
of complaint ; and the petitioners, while they j)riiyed that the 
benefits of the act of indemnity might still be extended to 
them, assured his excellency that they did not rise on account 
of their disafifection to the commonwealth, as was alleged, but 
because they were unable to provide for their families, and, at 
the same time, pay their debts. Not a word of acknowledg- 
ment of error did they insert, but promised to withdraw only 
on conditions which they knew would be rejected, and which 
were tantamount to a surrender at discretion to their de- 
mands.' 



» Worcester Map. No. 36. for Dec. 
1786; Lincoln's Worcester; Ward's 
Shrewtburv, 105-109; HoUand's 
Western Mass. i. 255. 
** Thojr Mid Ibejr w«re aa hungry ; >igiMd forth 



Thi\t hunger broke (itone wn\U ; that df<c« miut 

>'u( : 

That Mfixt W.I" tuiile f->r iiioiiiUh; th.it Ui« 

gr«U s-iit nut 
Gora for Ui^ rkh oolr. With thr*<4> iihrtxla 
Thtf TWtad OuSt compUiningt." 

CbrtoiaiMt^ AcL L Sfc L 



uiyiii^ud by Google 



PBOOBBDINGS IN HlHFSHIRE OOmJlT. 



The courts adjourned, satisfied that redstaiice would oihe^ chap. 
wise be offered. Previoasly, however, the judges were insult- 

ed, and one of them was apprehended by tlie inol). But the 1786. 
iusnriroiits themselves were H[)eedily alarmed ; for General 
Shepard, with a l)o<]y of twelve hundred men, had taken the 
field, ready to attack them at a moment's warning. They 
aooorduigly left Worcester, greatly to the relief of the well- Dm.9. 
disposed citizens ; and, though they did not disband, nor even 
disperse, qniet was, for a short time, partially restored.^ 

The proceedings in Hampshire were equally disgraceful. 
Addresses were published in tlie Gazette and the Herald, pro- 
fessing to set forth " the principal causes of the late risings 
of the people, and of their present movement," and calling 
apon the people to contend without ceasing until redress 
should be obtained.' The insurgents, likewise, remained under 
arms, and talked eyen of marching to Boston, for the release 
of Shattnck and the other prisoners confined there. Meas- 
ures were also instituted to cmliody tlieir forces, by the ap- 
pointment of a committee of seventeen,^ wlio were to write to 
the different towns, directing them to meet, organize their 
companies, and form them into raiments. Yet the courage 
of the malcontents was fast oozing out, and there was evident 
trepidation in council and camp. The staid and respectable 
were disgusted with their movements ; for the most illiterate 
presided at thtnr irathcrintrs, and so weak were their demon- 
stratioiis tliat tlie iicw-napcr wairs found ample scope (0 launch 
at them their shafts ; and, in one of their lampoons, the funeral 
obsequies of the "Robin Hood Club " were described with a 
gravity which excited the risibles of many a person.* Shays 



* Lbeofai'i WorcMter} Ward's 

Shrcwsbun, 109, 110| Holknd't 

Westoni M iss. i. 25/5. 

' li;unj)Nliixt' Gjizette ; II;imj)shLre 
Herald; Minot's Hist, of the Insur- 
rection, K.VH7 ; Hradtbrd, ii. 27 S; 
UoUand's Western Ma$8. L 2oo, 2dQ. 
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white wand, to cl<Mr the streets of 
little boys, who collected iu great 
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OHAP. himself wu b^ginniDg to waver, and was " ready in a momeiit 
to accept of a pardoa.'' * And, as many of hia asBodatee 
im were in a similar condition, it is f»robal>le that, had the crisis 
been selaed, the malcontents might have been effectuallj 
routed. 

But matters had gone too far to be j)eaccal»ly settled. The 
Dec 38. courts were to meet at Springfield in a few weeks ; and, as the 
courage of Shays in tlie metin time revived, he inarched to 
that town, with three hundred of his followers, to obstroct the 
sessiona. The conrt house was seized, and guards were posted 
in mUitaiy form ; and, after these preliminaries, a committee 
was appointed to wait on the judges with a petition, requiring 
them to desist from further prooeedings. This petition would 
doubtless have been instantly rejected, had it not been backed 
by scores of bayonets and hundreds of hickory clubs. Such 
arguments were too strong to be overlooked by wise men; 
and the dignitaries of the bench wore constrained to yield.' 

There was no altematiTe for the government but to act. 
Tliis "inundation of distempered humor " must be cheeked, or 
serious, if not &tal, consequences would ensue. It would be 
impolitic to ''outsport discretion." If the "sourest points" 
had been hitherto met with the "sweetest terms," and tender 
rebukes had been snbBtitutcd instead of the 8harp-e<lged sword, 
it was time to take a firmer stand. Accordingly, the advice 
of the Council was sought ; and, witli their ajtpioval, orders 
J2J' were issued for the raising of a body of forty-four hundred 
rank and file irom the different counties, with four regiments 

namben, gaang at the wondrous oofwered with a tiUto mo, wa^g»iire 

novelty At his ripht bind, the prent <rf whitdi-ath ho expootoa soon to die. 

and only remaining member of the . . . The lew remaining members - 

aooneO of war, weeping over the pe- eloned the proceMioii." 

tition of the men at arma, addressed ' MinoiV } I ist. of the LuuNWtioo, 

to the soveraor and oouncil, which 90 ; Bradford, iL 281. 

he earned open in hit left hand. * Minot^ Hist, of the LMnmdion, 

. . . The chairman followed the 91} Bradlbid, iL 282 1 Holland'^ 

oorpRc as chief mourner, with his cap Wciteni MiM. L 26A> 

unaer his arm, and his venenble locks 
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of artillery from Suffolk and Middlesex.* The oommand of obaf. 
the whole was intmsted to General lanooln, as the first major 

genera] in the state, whose character, as a gentleman and a 1787. 
military officer, pwuliaily qualified him for the delicate trust ; 
supplies for the troops were s{)ecdily procured ; and an address Jm. U. 
to the people was prepared and circulated, calling upon them 
once more to refrain from violence^ and assuring them that, im 
case of resistance, all the insurgents would be dealt with in a 
summary manner.* 

Quiet, by these means, was restored at the east. But the 
countie.-! at the west were in a vehement flame. Day had 
assembled a company of four hundrod, with glittering muskets 
and sharp-pointed bayonets, who were billeted upon the in- 
habitants, and exercised daily. The arsenal at Springfield 
was to be the point of attack ; for there the arms of ih« 
United States were lodged, and cannon and powder were 
stored in quantities. Sha3rs was active to secure this post, 
,and to secure it before the arrival of Lincoln. To frustrate 
his pur{X)se was of the utmost importance, for the welfare of 
the state would be jeoparded by his success. General Siiepard 
accordingly took possession of the post, with nine hundred 
men, and was reenforced with two hundred more, all of whom 
were from Hampshire. Day, with his men, was stationed at 
West Springfield ; Eli Parsons, with four hundred fr^m Berk* 
shire, was posted at Chicopee. in the north }»art of tlie town ; 
and Shays, witli his forces, eleven hundred in all, approached 
the arsenal by the Boston road. The number of the inaor- 

* Of 4liese. 700 were to be raised * MS. Letter of General Lincoln 

in Suffolk, oOO in Ehrcx, 800 in Mid- to General WaMhingtoo, 70; Minot's 

dlewex, 1'2(M) in Hanmshirc, and 1200 Hist, of the Insurrection, 93-102; 

in Worcester. MS. Letter of General Bradford, il 287-290; Holland's 

Lincoln to General Washington, 70; Western Ma^sfl. i. 2.j9. The insUmo- 

Sparks\ AVushingfon. ix. 221 ; Mi- tions to General Lincoln arc given 

not's liisu of the Intiurrection, 93; in his HS. Letter to Washio^iton, 

BniUbrd, il 288 1 MuthalPt WmIi- 7MS. 
inston, v. 121} HoUandli Western 
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CHAP, geiita was at least eighteen hundred, and a considerable pro- 

. j!.^ portiott of them were " old coDtiDentals." * 
1787. The twenty-fifth of Januaiy, at foor in the morning, was 
^ ' assigned for the attabk ; and Shays wrote to Day requesting 
his assistance ; bnt» whether it was inconyenient for him to be 
present at that time, or whether he coveted personally the 
honor of Shepard's surrender, ho was induced to delay the 
projected plan. The reply of Day was intercepted by Slici> 
ard ; and. acquainted with the movements of the " regula- 
tors," he prepared to receive them. Ignorant of the fate of 
his letter, Day sent an insolent message to Shepard, demand* 
ing that the troops in Springfield should lay down their arms, 
and return to their sereral homes npon parole. Shays^ on his 
part, sent a ** petition " to (Jeperal Lincoln, averring his unwill- 
ingness to be accessory to the shedding of blood,' and his 
desire for peace, and proposing indemnity for himself and his 
associates, and the release of the prisoners confined in Koslon.- 
The situation of Shepard was cxceedintrly critical. Not- 
withstanding his hypocritical professions of peace, Shays was 
advancing on the lioston road, and approached to witiiin two 
hundred and fifty yards of the arsenal. Shepard had pre- 
viously despatched an order to General Brooks to march to 
' Springfield with the Middlesex miliUa as speedily as possible ; 
and General Lincoln, aware of his need of assistance, pre- 
pared to march from Worcester to join him. Obliged, there- 
fore, for the time being, to depend upon his own resources, a 
message was sent to the insurgents by General >lKpard, in- 
forming them that he was acting under the autliDrily of the 
State and of the Congress, and that he was determined^ at all 
hazard, to defend his post ; but they were undeterred by this 



* MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- 
ington, 74 ; Minot's Hist of the In- 

8um'Ctif»!j, 107, 10"~i ; liriflford, ii. 
291-2Ua} Uolland'ii Wusiem Mass. 
1261,862. 



• MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- 
ington, 74; Minot'n Hist, of tlie In- 

surffction, KiO; Hiiitlfniil, Ii. 201, 
292; Uoliaud's Wc:»tern Masa. L 
262-264. 
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axmoanceiiient, and contmned to advanoe. Further parley chap. 

▼as useless ; and orders were given to discharge two cannon 
over Ihcir heads. Tins quickened their ai^jiroach ; and they 1787. 
pressed forward, with an unbroken front, to within fifty yards 
of his line. The artillery was tbea pointed at the centre of 
their column ; the order was giyen ; and, as the smoke rolled 
up, a pitiable scene of confhsion was exhibited* The ciy of 
"Murder" was heard from the rear of the mob; three, at 
least, lay dead on the ground, and a fourth, in his agony, was 
"writirnig in the snow. In vain did Shays atteinj)t to rally 
them ; they retreated in disiorder, aud lied to Ludlow, ten 
miles distant.^ 

Day, in the mean time, more irritated than dismayed, re* 
mained in inglorious inactivity at West Springfield ; nor was 
the report of the cannon sufficient to arouse him. The army 
of Lincoln was a day's march distant, but was advancing rap- 
idly to the .scene of strife. To avoid a collision with hira, 
Shays, with his followers, withdrew to Cliieoj)ce, where Par- 
sons waa posted, with tiie rebels from Berkshire ; but, while 
on bis way, two hundred men deserted his ranks. The arrival 
of Lincoln was greeted with joy,' and pursuit and aggression Ju.87. 
were inunediately counselled. Every thing &vored the success 
of his plajis, for the camp of the enemy was filled with confu- 
sion. Wearied, therefore, as were his soldiers, they were 
marched towards West Springfield, while the Hanijishire 
troops, under General Shepard, were sent up the river to the 
rendezvous of Shays. The troops of General Lincoln crossed 
on the ice ; and, at the ferry, the guard, after a feeble resist- 
ance^ hastily fled. The infiuitry, on reaching the shore, marched 
up ** Shad Lane," while the cavalry, under Miyor Buffington, 

* MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wa.sh- were thrown into Slieijard's camj) on 
ington, 74; Mnrshall'H Washington, the night of the 2Gth. MS. Letter of 
v. 122; Mind's ]]]^[. of the Insur- Linmln to AVashinj^ton, 75. Gciu ral 
rection, 111; Bradford, ii. 293, 294 ; Lincoln hiimelf arrived at noon on 
Holland's Wcrtcm Maaa. L 26ft. the 87tli. 

* One icshnenty and mom hone^ 
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CHAP, who was (listinguislied for his gallautry, went up the middle 
of the river, to prevent the crossing of the force under Day.* 
178!, The retreat of the latter speedily followed ; and so hastily did 
bis troops flee^ that bread and pork and beans were left baking 
in the ovens, and their path to Northampton was strewed with 
casfroff muskets and knapsacks.* 

The flight of Day was a signal fbr his associates to shift for 
tlicmsclves ; and, alarmed for his own safety, Sliays, whose 
courage had nearly deserted liim, liastily inarelied through 
South Uadley to Amherst, supplying the hunger of his men 

Jan. 90. by plunder. Lincoln pursued him; but, before his arrival, 
the discomfited leader pushed forward to Pelham, and shel- 
tered himself amidst its hills.' The public, bj these victories^ 
were relieved of their fears ; domestic tranqnillity was re- 
stored to the agitated inhabitants of Springfield ; and Greneral 
Lincoln passed over to Hadley, to find a shelter for his wea- 
ried troof)?. The alarm of the same day called ont the Brook- 
field vohiuteers, to tiic number of lifty, under Colonel Baldwin, 
and one hundred horse under Colonel Crafts ; and at Middlo 
field they succeeded in capturing the party which bad occar 
sioned the disturbance.^ 

The insnrgentSi though defeated, were posted in Pelham in 
considerable numbers, and had taken possession of two high 
hills, which were diflkult of from the depth of the 

snow. Further hostilities, therefore, seemed to be threatened ; 
and, to prevent these, if possible, General Lincoln addressed 

Jan.SO. a letter to t^hays and iiis a-ssoeiates, eounsellinL^ them to dis- 
band. The reply of Shays was in his customary vein , and 

* MS. letter of Lmeoln to Wash- * MS. Letter of Lhioohi to Waah- 

iii^^on, 75; Minol's Hist. <>r the In- ington, 76; Miiiot'-- Hist, of the In- 

suireciion, 112, 113j Brudibrd, iL surrecUon, 114, 116} Bradford, iL 

294,295; Holland's WeMem Mam. 296; Holland's Westeni Mass. L 

i 'im. 266, 287. 

* Worcester Mag. No. 46, for Feb. * Minot's Hist, of the Insurrection, 
1787; Holland's Western Mass, I 117, 1 IB; Bradford, iL 296; Hol- 
SStt. land's Weatem Mmb. L 287. 
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the assertion was repeated that, however unjustifiable their chap. 
measures might appear, their paths were marked with "a de- 
gree of ionooenoe/' and that they were willing to lay down 1797. 
fheir amis " on the condition of a general pardon/' and return 
to their hones. A "committee of reconciliation'' was also 
ap{)()inted to wait upon the general, and receive his answer ; Jn. si, 
but their retjuest was declared to be " totally inadmissible," as 
no powers had been delegated to him which would justify a 
delay of hi^ operations.^ Communications from the towns 
were similarly treated ; and the malcontents, conscious of the 
weakness of their party, petitioned the legislature that hostili- 
ties might cease.* 

The session of the (General Court was to taike place in 
January ; but it was the third of February before a quorum 9^% 
appeared. The s{>eecli of the governor, which was full, con- 
tained a review of the proceedings of the insurgents, and 
insisted upon a vigorous suppression of the insurrection.' 
Entire satisfaction with the conduct of the esecntive was 
expressed by both branches ; and, to signalize thmr readiness 
to sustain his authority, a declaration of rebellion was adopt* 9^4. 
ed, accompanied by a resolve approving the offer of clemency 
to the insurgent.-*, and cnijmwi'ring the governor, in the name 
of the General Court, to promise a pardon, under such dis- 
qualifications as should afterwards be provided, to all privates 
and non-commissioned officers in arms against the common- 



• MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- 1787 ; Minot's Hist of the lasurrec- 
ingtoiif 76-70, 83; Worcester Mag. lion, 123; Bradford, il 299; Hol- 
Na 44, for Feb. 17H7; Minot's Hist, laiid's Westmi Mass. i. 271. "The 
of the Insurrection, 118-122; Brad- moment in important," wrote Wash- 
Ibrd, iL 29S, 299 ) HolhiMni Wentem ington to Knox, Feb. 3, 1787, in 
Mm. i. 268, 2m. The letter tn Sjjarks's Washington, ix. 228. " If 
Shays iraa delivered by Gen. Put- the government tihrinkd, or is unable 
nun, and two other officers, who to enforce its laws, fresh Quuueuvres 
were of the family of Lincoln. will be displaced the uumrgentai 

* MS. letter of Lincoln to WokH- anarchy and confmion niu';t prevail, 
ington, HI, 82 ; Marshall's Washing- and ever)- thing mil bi' iiirntd lopay- 
ton, V. 123. tun v in that state, where it is not 

' WonieeterMag.No.44»forFeb. piolmUe the miashief wiU end.'* 
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CHAP, wealth, unlo.-? oxoopted })y the general ofTicer commaiKlinfr the 
^^^.J^ troops, upon coaditiou of surreudering their arms and taking 
im» the oath of allegiance within a fixed time.* A bill was al^^o 
passed appropriating the sum of forty thousand pounds of the 
impost and excise dnties for reimbursing the moneys borrowed 
for suppressing the rebellion, and a reaolTO af^ving the 
spirited conduct of General Shepard.' 

Pending tliese movements on the part of the General Court, 
and in the lace of the petition forwarded to that body ac- 
knowledging their error and promising to disband,' Shays, as 
if determined to phice liis men beyond the temptation to 
desert, withdrew bis forces from Pclham to Petersham, a uwaor 
ber of the towns in that vicinity having engaged to support 
him. A pursuit was commenced by Lincoln at eight in the 
evening ; and, though the weather was exceedingly oold, and 
the path before him was "bleak and drear," and a violent 
snow storm overtook him on his route, he pushed on without 
halting, to the infinite surprise of the discomfiteil rebels, whom 
he found reposing in fancied seeurity. iJanily hud they time 
to snatch up their arms, when the wliole army under General 
Fd>.4. Lincoln — cavalry, artiUery, infantry, and all — came pouring 
into the town. The frightened rebels precipitately fled, throng- 
ing the back road leading to Athol, and scarcely disdiarging 
a gun in their retreat Lincoln might have slain many, had 
such been his policy ; but he contented himself with routing 
them, and taking one hundred and fifty prisoners, whom he 
dismissed to tlicir homes, after administering to them the oath 
of allegiance. Siiays, however, etfected his escape, and wa.^ 
next heard of at Winchester, New liampshire, with throe 

' MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- ington, 97, 101 ; Minot's Hist of the 

ington, 87-95 ; Worcester Mag. Nos. Insurrection, 126. 
46 and 46, for Feb. ITS? ; Minot's • For this j)etition, see Worcester 

Hist, of the Insurrection. 124 ; iinid- -Mag. No. 47, for Feb. 1787; Minot's 

ford, ii. 371-373 ; llullaiul's WesUrn Hist, of the Lwurrection, 127, 128 j 

Ma.ss. L 27 1. Biadfind, iL 800. 
* MS. Letter of Lincoln to Waah* 
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hundred of his men, while the rest had fled to Vermont and chap. 
New York.1 

The tidings of this defeat reached Boston on the sixth ; and 1787. 

Fcb.6. 

the friends of the government were eneooraged to hope that 

the rebellion was at an end. The order for raising twenty-six 
hundred men, wliich had just been j)a.-<8ed, was aceordiiigly so 
far countennandeil a.s to provide for raising fifteen hundred Feb* S. 
for four months, iiuless sooner discharged ; tiie petition of the 
insorgents was rejected ; the conduct of Lincoln was approved ; 
a proclamation was issued offering a reward of one hundred 
and fiftj pounds for the apprehension of the leaders of the 
rebellion ; and the governor was empowered to write to the 
neigliboring states, where the fugitives were secreted, request* 
ing their eoneurrenee in measures for their eapture.* 

Conjpelled to cliange iheir mode of warfare, tlie remaining 
insurgents determined to harass the inhabitants in small par- 
ties, and to accomplish by these means what they had other- 
wise failed to effect. Mut the vigilance of the government 
was fully aroused, and in all their incursions they were sno- 
oessfully repulsed. Patriots rallied for the defence of the 
constitution ; and in Worcester, in Hampshire, and in Berk- 
shire, the rebellion was checked, and the insurgents were 
routed. Parties of volunteei-s oflered their services, and men 
of tlie first rank were filled with enthusiasm. Driven to des- 
jKjration, I'arsons and his allii's ])reathed rash vows of "re-Fob.l&. 
lentless bloodshed," resolved to " Burgoyne Liucola and his 
army," and declared their determination to carry their pointy 
if fire, blood, and carnage" would effect it.' 



' MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- 
ington, S 1-86 ; Minot's HiRt of the 

Insuni-ction, 131-135; Bradford, ii. 
301 ; Holiand'A Western Maw. i. 270, 
271 ; lincob's Worcester; Ward's 
Shrewsbury', 113. 

* MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wush- 
ington, yt>-y8j Worcester Mag. No. 



46, for Feb. 1787; Minot's Hist 
of the Insurrecdon, 129-131, 135 1 
Bradford, 11. 303, 906 f Uolhnd'b 
Western Masfl. L 

' Minot's Hist, of the liisurrectioo» 
136-148; Bradford, ii. 30»-3M| 
UoUaad'a Western Mats. L 272-275. 
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DISQUALIFYING RESOLVES, 

■ 



CHAP. Tlie question, what dis(iualiricationi* sliould constitute the 
conditions of indemnity to the roUel?*, was debated by the 
1787. General Court for several day?. A subject so new was at- 
tended with a great many difficulties and perplexities. It 
iDToWed the character of the iDsargents and their cause ; and, 
as the effect of their ponishment woold depend on the oonTio- 
tion of the public of its Justioe, and on the ezactest proportion 
between the penalty and the crime, it was easy to foresee that, 
if the penalty exceeded the most moderate limits, numbers, 
instead of being deterred by their fate, would excuse their 
crimes, and become their advocates as the victims of power. 

Mb M. The decision of the Houses was as mild as could have bcca 
expected ; and the instituted conditions were, " that the 
offenders, haying laid down their arms» and taken the oath of 
allegiance to the commonwealth, should keep the peace text 
three years, and, during that term, should not serve as jurorsi 
be eligible to any town office or any other office under the 
government, sliould not hold or exercij^e the employment of 
Bchool masters, iniikeeix?rs, or retiiih^rs of spirituous liquors, or 
give their votes for tlic same term of time for any oflicer, civil 
or military, within the commonvireulth, unlciis they should, 
after the first day of May, 1788, exhibit plenary evidence of 
their having returned to their allegiance and kept the peace, 
and of their possessing such an unequivocal attachment to the 
government as should appear to the General Court a sufficient 
ground to discharge them from all or any of these disqualifi- 
cations." To such of the privates among the rebels as had 
taken up arms on tlie side of the government before the first 
of February current, tlie governor was emix)wered to extend 
the release of all or any of tliese conditions, ad also to certain 
others designated. Aud those absolutely excepted from the 
indemnity were " such as were not citizens of the state, such 
as had been members of any General Court in the state, or 
had been employed in any commissioned office, civil or mili- 
tary ; such as, after delivering up their arms, and taking the 
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Oftth of allegiance during tlie rol)C'lHon, liad a^jain taken and CHAP, 
borne arms against the government ; such as had acted as 
oommittces, counsellors, or advisers to the rebels ; and such ITW* 
as, in former years, bad been in arms against the gOTernment^ 
in the capacity of commissioned officers, and were afterwards 
pardoned, and bad been concerned in the rebellion." > 

Jadidons; However, as these measures appeared in the eyea 
of many, tliere were not wanting others who " could not bnt 
suppose that, if the number of the disfranchised had been less, 
the public ]>ciice would have been equally safe, utid tlu; gen- 
eral happiness promoted." Among tiicsc waa General Lincoln, 
who was thoroughly acquainted with all the circuuistanoes of 
the rebellion, and whose statesmanlike views, which do equal 
honor to his head and his heart, were freely expressed in a 
communication to a ''private friend in Boston," and in a 
Tolnminoua epistle to Oeneral Washington. • 

** The act," he observes, " includes so great a description of 
persons, that, in its operation, many towns will be disfran- 
cliised. This will injure the whole ; for multiplied disorders 
must bo experienced under such circumstances. The people 
who have been in arms against the government, and their 
abettors, have complained, and do now complain, that griev* 
ances exist, and that they ought to have redress. We have 
invariably said to them, ' Too are wrong in flying to anns ; 
you should seek redress in a oonstitntional way, and wait the 
decision of the legislature.' These observations were un- 
doubtedly just ; lint will they not now complain, and say that 
we have cut them elf from all hope of redress from that quar- 
ter? for we have denied them a representation in tliat legisla- 
tive body by whose laws they must be governed. While they 
are in this situation, they never will be reconciled to govern* 
ment, nor will they submit to the terms of it from any other 

• MS. Letter of TJncoln to Wash- of the Insurrection, 138 ; HoUaild's 
IdkUhi, 104-112} Worcester Mixg. Western Mass. L 275, 276. 
No. 47, far Feb. HSTi Minoi'i Hiit. 
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CBAP. motive than fear, excited by a constant military, amed force 
^J2^ extended over them. 

1787. " While these distinctions are made, the subjects of them 
will remain invidious, and there will be do affoction existing 
among the inhabitants of the same neighborhood, or families, 

where thev have thouirht and acted differeutlv. Those who 
Lave Itcrii ojiposiTs of govenimont will view with a jealous 
eye tlio.-o wlio liavc licen i«u{>])ortors of it, and consider them 
as the cauisc which produced the di:?<iualif}'ing act, and who 
are now keeping it alive. Many never will submit to it. 
They will rather leave the state than do it And if we coold 
reconcile ourselves to this loss, and on its aooount make no 
Direction, yet these people will leave behind them near and 
dear connections, who will feel themsdvee wounded through 
their friends. 

"The itiflucnce of these jwople is so fully checked, that we 
have nolhiiiir to api>rchond from theiii now but their individ- 
ual votes. When this is the i-A<>\ to express fears from that 
quarter is impolitic. Admit that some of these very people 
should obtain a seat in the Assembly the next year, we have 
nothing to fear from the measure ; so fiur from that, I think 
it would produce the most salutary effects. For my own part^ 
I wish that those in general who should receive a pardon were 
at liberty to exercise all the rights of good citizens ; for I 
believe it to be tlie only way whicli can be adopted to make 
them trooil members of society, and to reconcile them to that 
govcnimcnt under which we wish them to live. If we are 
afraid of their weight, and they are for a given time deprived 
of certain privileg'^-^, thoy will come forth hereafter with 
redoubled vigor. 1 think we have much more to fear from a 
certain supineness which has seized on a great proportion of 
our citizens, who have been totally inattentive to the exerdse 
of those rights conveyed to them by the constitution of this 
commonwealth. If the good people of the states will not 
exert ihcmaclvc^i iu the appoiutmeut of proper characters for 
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the ezecutiTB and legislative branches of government, no dis- chap. 
franchising acts will ever mal^e ns a happy and well-govemed 
people. 1787. 

" I cannot, therefore, on the whole, but think tliat, if the 
opposers to government in general had been dis(pialificd. on 
a pardon, from serving as jui-ora on the trial of those who had 
been in sentiment with them, we should have been perfectly 
safe. For, as I observed, these people have now no influence 
as a body, and their individual votes are not to be dreaded ; 
for we certainly shall not admit that the majority is with them 
in their political sentiments. If they are, how, upon republi- 
can principles, can we justly exclude them from the right of 
governing." ' 

The opinions thus expressed were cherished by others, and 
the friends to lenient measures " began again to advance their 
sentiments." Already had petitions appeared from more than 
twenty towns to request the liberation of the state prisoners^ 
and, in some instances, the recall of the state's army, under 
the humane idea of preventing the shedding of blood ; and 
attempts were made to mitigate a punisiimeiit wliu-h the j>erse- 
verance of the rebels had rendered it ditficult to delay or 
avoid ; but the advocates for the insurgents had so often 
pledged thonsdves for their reformation on condition of their 
pardon, and these pledges had so often fiiiled or been violated, 
that little inclination was felt to continue a forbearance which 
had proved ineffectual, and which had tended rather to em* 
bolden than to reconcile those towards whom it had hitherto 
been extended.^ 

> MS. Letter of General Lhioote mdi as they are. Upon my fint 

to Gciu-nil Wa.^hitif^on, dated at srcinn^ it, I formed an oiiininn ])cr- 

Pittifield, February 22, 1767, in a MS. fectly coincideut with yoiuTM, viz., that 

Tohune in the powoBMon of hia grand- measuree more genenlly lenient 

ion, Benjamin Luiooln, Esq., of Bos- might have produced equafly an good 

ton. Comp. Sparks's WasJiington, an etfect, without entirely alienating 

ix. 240. " 1 am extremely happy," the atlections of the peojile from the 

•ays Wiishington to Linoouif March governnjent," Comj). also ibid. 249. 

13, 17S7, "to find that yoiu* Rcnti- * Minot's Hist, of the Insurrection, 

meutii upon the ditihrauchising act are 1 hope," wrote Kufus lung to El- 
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CHAP. The governors of Connecticut, Vermont, Xew Hampshire, 
New York, and PeDosylTaDia cheerfully offered to asBiat the 
im; execntive of KaasaclmaettB in snppreBsing the rebellion ; and 
the General AsBemblleB oononrred in tbeae offers. The course 
of Rhode Ishmd was less decided ; and a motion for a procla- 
mation for the apprehension of the insurgents was rejected by 
a large majority, and " one of the very refugees was allowed 
a scat in their chamber." ' 

As disturbances had now in a great measure subsided, the 
legislature turned its attention to the trial of those who bad 

F*b.S8. been seized and imprisoned. For this purpose, the Sopreme 
Judicial Courts were directed by law to hold a special session 
in the disaffected counties of Berkshire, Hampshhre, and Mid> 
dieses; and, in order that the trials might be impartially 
eonducted, instmctions were sent to the towns for revising the 
jury boxes; and three commissioners — the Hons. Benjamin 
Lincoln, Samuel Phillips, Jan., and Samuel A. Otis — were 
appoiiit«Ml, with authority to promise indemnity to tliose who 
returned to their allegiance, and to make remission of the 
conditions of the disqualifying act wherever, in their judg* 
ment, the parties were entitled to the same. From the pro- 
tection of this commission, however, the four rebel leaders — 
ShaySi Wheeler, Parsons, and Day were excluded, together 
with all persons who had fired upon or killed any of the citi* 
seas in the {leace of the commonwealth, and the commander 
of the party to which such persons Iwlougcd, the members of 
the rebel council of war, and all |>ersons against whom the 
Governor and Council had usued a warrant, unless liberated 
on bail.* 



bridge Gerrv, February 11, 1787, in 
Auatin's Lile of Oerry, iL 7, "the 
noit extaiaive and minute attention 
will now be pnid to the eradicating 
of every seed of inMurgeucy. Ke- 
member, however, that punubment, 
to be eflioMioai, ehould noft be ex,- 



tensive. A few, and thof<e of the 
most conseouence, ahould be the vio> 
tims of Jaw.** 

' Minot's Hist, of the In-urrectioii, 
152-160; Bradlord. ii. Mo. 

* MS. Letter of Lincoln to Wash- 
iiVtan,10S-104| Minot'eUiaLof the 
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Agreeably to the system which had been began at the last cbap. 
seasion, sereral reformatory measores were adopted, at tbi8,J^^ 
time, by the General Court; and a bill was passed for 1717. 
reducing the number of terms of the Courts of Common Pleas 
and General Sessions of the Peace, a new fee bill was enactedf 
and a comijiittce was appointed to inquire " whether there 
were any real jmblic grievances under wliich tlie jjeople of the 
commonweal til labored." The report of this committee, wliich 
consisted of three articles,' gave rise to debate ; and on one 
of the urticlea, relative to a reduction of tlie governor's sal- 
ary, a bill was passed, which his ezcellen<7^ returned with his 
objections ; and, as it failed to receive the vote required by - 
the constitution, it was dropped, and the legislature -was pro- ifarJA. 
rogued to the next annual election. 

During this recess, the commissioners were bnsr in the mild 
exercise of the authority which had been intrusted to them, 
and the Supreme Judicial Court was einj)loyed in the "no less 
necessiiry, though less thankful, office" of trying the oiTenders, 
Nearly eight hundred persons took the benefit of the commis- 
sion ; and, of the prisoners tried, six were convicted of treason 
in the county of Berkshire, six in Hampshire, one in Worces- 
ter, and one afterwards in Middlesex, all of whom received - 
sentence of death; while a number of others, convicted of 
ssditious words and practices, were variously sentenced ; and 
one, in particular, a member of the House of Representatives, 
was subjected to the iguonuuious punishment of sitting on the 
gallows, with a rojK.' altout his neck, was fined fifty pounds, 
and was bound to keep the peace and to be of good behavior 
for five years.* 



InMirrcction, 161-164 ; Bradford, iL 
SU6i Holland's Western MaKs. L 282, 
283^ As an additional precaution 
•gumt feigned converts, toe select- 
men »nd other town officers were re- 
quired to take and sulwcribe the oath 
of aUegaiiee to the Mmmoiiwcalth. 



' For these articles Mlnot's 
Hist of the Insurrection, 166; Uol* 
land'ii Western MaM. I 284. 

' Minot's Hist, of the Insurrection, 
171, 172; Bradford, ii. 307. :3(»8, 
and liolknd'H Western Mass. i 26if 
2S5, wbutt the aainei are giren. 
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CHAP. In the moan timo, tlio CovfTnor and Council, in tho exorcise 
^^^JJ;^ of that lenity which had hitherto distin^ruishe<l their course, 
1787. extended a free pardon to eight oC tlie condemnorl, leavine 
only two in each of the coanties of Berkshire and Hampshire 
to suffer the extreme penalty of the law. But even to these 
Majir. a reprieve was granted, though thejr were taken to the gallowa 
impressed with the conviction that no mercy woold be shown 
to them. Yet, notwithstanding this lenfencjr, a few remained 
in the attitude of defiance, and continued to act against the 
government.' 

Tiio unexi>ected douth of the treasurer of the rommonwealth 
rendered it necessary to convene for the fourth time the Gen- 
Apr.S7. eral Court. Tlie chief magistrate, Govemor Bowdoin, had 
found his position peculiarly unpleasant — partly from the 
policy which he had been compelled to adopt, and partly from 
the disaffection of many to his administration. He availed 
himself, therefore, of this opportanity to express his satisfSfU)- 
tion that the people had seen fit to relieve him of his burdens 
by the choice of a new executive, and to ilcclurc that he should 
have sooiioi- resiLniod his onice could he have done so without 
the imputation of deserting his trust at so critical a period. 
In taking leave of the legislature, ho assured them of his 
affection for the commonwealth, and expressed the hope that 
juster notions of liber^ might prevail, without which licen- 
tiousness and despotism must ensue.* The Court, in reply, 
forgetting for the time their personal piques, accorded to Ids 
excellency the warmest praise for the measures he had adopt- 
ed, declarc<l their confidence in bis integrity and good will, 
expressed regret for his retirement from office, and gave uttop- 
ance to their wish that he might receive from a grateful peo- 
ple those marks of affection and ecitcem which were the proper 

' Miiiot's Hist of the InRurrection, • Miiiot's Hist, of the Insurrection, 
172; Uolkud'B Western MaM. L 173; Bradford, iL 311, 312; Uol- 
286, 287. bud's Wettnn Mnt. L 287. 



Digitized by Google 



SXPJBGTJBD CRASQE OW MEABDBIS. 



,257 



zewBrds for his aoryiceci and merits.^ Nothing, however, mate- chap. 
lial to the rebellion was transacted at this seBBion, which con- 
tinned bat nine days^ aave that the report of the oommiBsionerB 1787. 
was rendered. In this docnnient, the causes of the outbreak 

were specifically alluded to, as arising from public and piivato 
debt"^, and a delusion with respect to the ])roccedings of the 
legislature, and tlie true situation of aflOairs in the state. The 
severest statem^t it contained was a reflection upon the con- 
dnet of those members of the G^eral Conrt who had failed 
to enlighten their oonstitnents when it was in their power to 
have silenced the unreasonable oomplainer, and who had, bj 
their conversation, as well as hy their conduct^ irritated and 
inflamed the restless autl uneasy, and alarmed the peaceable 
but uninformed citizen.' 

By the choice of Governor Hancock in the place of Gov- 
ernor Bowdoin, and by the return of a new House chosen bj 
the snflErages of the citizens at large, an o|^rtanitj was offered 
to determine to what extent the people were dissatisfied with 
the state oonstitation, and the nature of the grievances which 
demanded redress. How great were the expectations that 
extraordinary demonstrations would be made it is needless to 
say ; for three fourths of the new representatives had not 
served in the old court. But, to the utter discomfiture of 
those who bad been loudest in their complaints, the new gov- 
ernment, so fieur from retracting what their predecessors had 
done, found themselves neoeBsitated to sanction their measores^ 
and a proposition for a general indenmity was negatived by 
a vote of one hundred and twenty to ninety-four.* But some- 
thing must be done to justify the grounds on which they liad 
been elected ; yet, while they indorsed and continued the ten- 
der act, recently passed, and condemned the issue of paper 



* Minot'H Hist, of the Insurrection, 
174; Brndford, ii. 314} Holland'a 
Western Mass. I 2b8. 

* Minotf • Hkt. of the Ln uM BO lto o, 

TOL. III. 17 



174 ; Holland's Western Mtm. I SSa 
' Miiiot's Hist, of the Innurrection, 
176. 179; Bradford, IL 314; Hoi- 
kDd's WeMem Mais. L 888» 280. 
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CHA.P. money, they were obliged to comply with the usual measures 
for the supprasion of rebellion and the supply of the troope ; 
1787. though the governor consented to reluiqaiah a portion of fais 
Bilary ''for the benefit of the stnte^" he did so with the under- 
stnndiiig that a preoedent ehonld not be established thereby ; 
and all that conld be effected in hror of the insDrgents waa 
the passage of a resolation, in general terms, that, until the 
end of the next session, no prosecution should be commenced 
or procccdetl on for sedition or sctlitious practices.^ Sliortly 

joiLifi. after, however, the convicts who had been reprieved, but who 
remained under sentence, were reprieTod for a still longer 
time; and, in the end, when qniet was restored, a fuU pardon 
was granted to all bat one, whose sentence was oommnted to 
hard labor for seven yean.* 

Thus, chiefly throngh the vigilance of (Governor Bowdoin, 
and the concurrence of Governor Hancock, with the sanction 
of the " sober second thought" of the coinmtinity, were dis- 
turbances quieted and order restored. If any ihiiiii: was want- 
ing to complete the success of the measures of government, it 
was furnished by the criminals themselves, the hardiest of whom 
implored the mercy they had so often rejected ; and even Par^ 
fS^ sons and Shays, at a snbsequent date, preferred petitions for 
indemnily and pardon. It is to the honor of Massachnsetts 
that this prayer was granted ; for it proved beyond question 
the confidence of the people in the stability of their ^govern- 
ment, and their willingness to forn-ivc injuries rather than to 
gnitify a thirst for revenge upon nicu whose guilt Iiad been 
precijjitated by a delusion which was shared witli tliousanda 
of others.^ Well may the citizens of this commonwealth 

* Mniot*8 Hist of the Insurrectioii, oonsent; the other by ihrce: one 

' n9-lSr>; Rradford, il 315; Hoi- gains their hearts; the other holds 

land's Western Mass. L 2b9, 290. their luincU. The tirst in always chosea 

' Mbiot'i Hbt of the Lisumedon. hy thooe who dengn to govern for ^ 

' There are but two ways," says people's interest ; the other, by tliose 

the author of Cato's Letters, ** to goV- who design to oppreas them for their 

em a nadons Om it by their own oim.* Shays (Bed hi Sparta, N. 
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pHde themselves upon the wisdom of their rulers, and upon crap. 
that relianoe which, even in the darkest hour, has been placed 
npon the virtae and int^ty of the masses.^ In no other vm 
eoontiy, it may be safeij affirmed, co«ild a crisis so formidabla 
hare been passed through so easily. The widest liberty is 
not incompatible with peace ; and excesses, if threatened, may 
be left, ill a free government, to be chocked by the salutary 
restraints of moral power, whose voice will be heard in the 
midst of the tumult, aad whose thrilling appeals will seldom 
be rejected.* 

It would be unwise, at this day, to rake up the ashes of a 
fire that has died oat, and to revive animosities whose inflsf 
ence was long felt, by arraigning and condemning with nndne 
severity the motives and conduot of the mihappy participantai 
in the struggle which has been sketched in this chapter. It 
is the province of the historian, indeed, to deal impartially 
with every snbjoct he is retjuired to discuss ; nor is he to con- 
ceal the errors and follies of the past for fear of ofTendiiig a 
bensitive pride. But it will doubtless be conceded that men 
may honestly differ in opinion in mattera of state as well as 
of national policy, without being obnoxious to the imputation 
of seeluDg their own ends by the min of others. In all dis- 
pQtes, there are faolto on both sides ; and rarely does it hap- 
pen that even the best are ilree from blame. Let as rather 



September 29, 1825, aged "H, having;, 
in 1820, received • pendon from the 
United States ijnvcniTnctit. W. Bar* 
ly'sUisU FraiuiuKluim, 391. 

\ ••The roajontiee of eU eoeietiefl 
act as if they were not governed. 
There is in the human heart a princi- 
ple of rectitude, that acta independ- 
ently of civil regulation. The same 
•)'m))athie» which kttit the first bonds 
flf aociety, and formed man a aoeial 
being, attend his moral cliaratter 
through all its prugreatuve stages j 
and, aa they existed without oompaot 
iir cboioe^ BO they ooottnue to opotats 



without the intervention of a munioi- 
}>al monitor." PoGticalSketohea,fte. 
34. 

* There is matter for profound con- 
sideration in the obaerVation of the 
Marquis of Heccaria, thiit " the coun- 
tries and times most notorious for 
severity of puntahmenta, mn altmjra 
those m wliich tlic must bloody and 
inhuman actioui*, and the most atro- 
dow crimeap were oomnitted ; ftnr the 
hand of the legislator and of the as- 
sassin was directed by the same spirit 
of ftiooi^.* 
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CHAP, rejoice tliat the consequences of a strife, which was pushed to 
undue extremities, and which threatened to deluge the country 
1717. with fratricidal blood, were happily averted by a moderatioii 
vnaorpassed in the annals of any nation ; and that, whatever 
errors were oommitted by the headstrong, and whatever radi 
TOWS were nttered under the impolse of overheated paa- 
eions, excited to madness by real or conceived wrongs, few 
lives were lost and few homes were desolated ; that the tot^ 
tcring government lost not at any moment its just equilibrium ; 
and tliat, to restore public conlidenec, it was not found neces- 
eary to enact upon the scaffold the terrible scenes whicli liave 
sometimes di^raced civilized nations, and which more often 
aggravate than mitigate the evil it is wished to remove. In 
this case^ if in no other, judgment and mercy were happily 
blended ; the limits of forbearance were not oversteiiped ; and 
peace and tranquillity were once more restored. 



\ 
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CHAPTER VII 



ADOPTION OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. OEBAXBS IH 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The insnrrcction in Massachusetts, during its progress, chap 
excited in all parts of the country the liveliest interest ; and, 
as fhe confederation had neither the power nor the means to iw* 
interfere for its sappreesion, its indirect effect was to hasten 
iSt» adoption of a national govemment. The impresBion, 
whidi had been gaining ground in every state, that a politloal 
change was absolutely necessary, was strengthened and con- 
firmed. The gateway of political perdition had been opened ; 
and, as they gazed into the gulf which yawned at their feet^ 
where the elements of discord were seething and dmmering, 
the most resolnte shrank back aghast at the prospect of dvil 
distnrbanoes which threatened to convulse sodely to its cen- 
tre, and which oonld be diedted only by conceding to the 
Union adequate powers for the conservation of peace and 
order. 

" Heu, miscri civcs ! 
Non hostos, inimicaque castiay 
Vestra apes uritur," 

was the exclamation of the prudent. The nation, it is true, 
had been delivered from the yoke of foreign domination ; bat» 
to the thonghtfol and considerate, it was evident that, "to 
achieve the independence of a country is but half of the great 
nndertaking of liberty," and that, after freedom, to perpetuate 
its blessings " there must come security, order, the wise dis- 
posal of power, and great institutions, on which society may 

(281) 
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CHAP, repoae in aafety.'' ^ To provide such security, aod establisii 
SDch institotionSi was the arduoos doty of the statesmen of 
1787. America; and prompUj and eflfoctiTelj did they proceed to 
its discharge. 

The Articles of Confederation, prepared from the models 
VofM. ^^^^ Bataviim and Helvetic confederacies, and adopted in 
the midst of tlie war of the revolution, were found, at an early 
date, imperfect in detail, and inadequate to the wants of a 
growing repnblic. Not only was the public debt a source of 
embarrassment, and not only was it diflficolt to manage, under 
the old articles, the oommeroe of the eonntry, espedaliy wift 
foreign parts, but the impracticabUity of remedying these dif^ 
fienltles was also apparent, so long as the states, actoated 
by local jealousies, refused to concede to the General Con- 
gress the power to enforce the requisite laws, and negotiate 
the rt^piisite treaties.^ The vast domain of the nation at the 
■west, ceded by New York, Virginia, Massachusetts, and Con- 
necticut, for the use of the United States^ and embracing a 
territory exceeding in dimensions, as well as in fertility, the 
whole of that occupied by the thirteen original colonies, needed 
attention ; and, as the power was wanting to ascertain and 
iz the boundaries of such states as dauned to the M issisrippi 
or the South Sea, and to erect beyond those boundaries new 



* Curtis's Hilt, of the Coast. L 273, the people — civil, judicial, commer- 

S74t X. Am. Rer. Ibr July, 1841, dal, religious, and political — widely 

60} Hildn th's r. iii. 477. The ditfcmit. but in Rome an aristocracy 

HMKlion of the Abbe Mablv, that the poM«essed all the dignities, offk:e«,aiid 

iteiBiion of America immediately after emoluments of the state, trhile the 

the declaration of independence was plebeians were excluded from all share 

•imilMr to that of llome immediately ui the government ; nor could the l>ody 

after the expulsion of the Tarquins, of the citizens claim a title to govern, 

does more credit to his sdwlanhip who poueMed few rigto mhet of 

than to his sagiicity. There was, in- property or petMa. 
deed, no resemblance in the cax s ; * For a fvdl discussion of this jxjint, 

Ibroonititutional liberty Ket ms t< i h w t wc Marshall's Washington, v. 65-80 1 

been an little underHtood with the Curtis's Hist, of the Const, i. 276- 

forraer a*i it would have been enjoyed, 288; Pitkin's Statistics of the U. & 

had thajr adopted a •ystem superior to S8 at seq,^ and Ilist U. S. iL 225 et 

their manners and comprehensions. W6t^ ; Hildnth's U. & iiL iSO, 46h 
Not only were the circumstances of 



\ 
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and indepeDdeat Btatee, to be incorporated with the reei, diffi- chap. 
calties had wiaen in oooMqueiiee of conflicting eluxm, whkh 
became a came of irritatioa and alann.' The question of mi. 
alaTery had likewise been agitated ; and whether this inetitih 
tion, which was regarded with IhTor by few of the wisest and 
most inteHijE^ent statesmen, should be suffered to spi ead beyond 
the limits to which it had hitherto been confined, and how far 
provif^ion could be successfully made with a view to its gradual 
and general aVmlition, were points upon which differences of 
opinion existed, which could be amicably settled, in the esti- 
mation of many, only by the adoption of a system of con^iro- 
mises, treaehisg bnt slightly npon the "rights " of the eoath, 
and harmonisiag with the ** free prindplee " and "pr^dices'' 
of the north.* Bat the point, abore aU others, which excited 
the most aerfons alarm, was the general ineffioacy and impo- 
tency of the confederation. The federal treasury, from the 
lack of an established impost, was in an impoverished condi- 
tion ; the federal authority was but little respocted ; its 
ambassadors abroad were " the mere pageants of mimic sov- 
ereignty ; " and it was admitted, on all handsi that, as the 
sovereignty of the states was as powerfhl as ever, and the 
soTsreign^ of the nation was in eomparison bat a shadow, 
the situation of the country was critical and perilous; thai 
the goTemment, which '*the ibot of % child might otc^ 
throw, but which the hands of giants could not rebuild," was 
tottering to its iall.^ In this agitation in the councils of 



' On the Xorth-wcst Tcrriton', soe 
Madison Papers, ii. et sea. ; iind- 
M*« Httt Fed. OovX 42, 43; Cui^ 
tis\ Ilist. of the Const i 291-302; 
SpukK'* Woiihiagton, ix. di^H; Uiir 
iM* U. & iiL 426, 449, 468, 462. 
OoiBpk alno the Federalint, Na viL, 
■nd Comnaunication of Madiion, in 
Sparkit's Wanhington, viiL 547-649. 

* On the question of dlavery, see 
Madison Papers, i. 28 et Req., where 
the discussion of 1776 is given. See 



aho CunWn Hist, of the Const. L 299^ 
SOU ', Uildreth's U. S. iiL 450. 

* MudtMO Papen, it 620, 710- 
714; Atcheson's RriKirts, 5 ') ; Tlam- 
Uton's Woiks, L 150-168, IbU, 22^ 
267, 831-^ ; NUei^ Prindpln and 
Acte of the lU v. 402-404 ; Letters 
ficam the Fedenl Farmer, 5, 6j tha 
Fedeorafirt, Noa. xr. and uL i N. Am. 
Rev. for Oct 1827, and JoIjT, 1841 1 
Curtis's Hist, of the Const L 326. 

I«Io maain the United States," imto 



uiyiiizied by Google 



264 BiraCTB OF TBB CONFBDBRATIOV. 

CHAP, tbe nation, with a snspeeted leaning, in some parts, towards 
monarchy, and an open prediction, in others, of a partition of 

m. the states into tvo or more confederacies, and the fear that 
the project of dosing the Misrissippi, in accordance with the 
▼iewB and wishes of Spain, would sever at least the great west 
from the Union, wliich wonld be acceptable to the Enorlish 
government, the onl}' remedy which pre5»ente<i itself to those 
who had deliberated upon the aspect and retrospect of the 
affairs of the nation was a g-eueral convention, to revise the 
Articles of Confederation, and, if necef5«nrv, to frame a consti- 
tation ** adequate to the exigencies of the Union." ^ 

Should the inference he drawn from the statements just 
made that the people of America were capridous and ficUei, 
and that the Taridy of opinions which was cairent among 
tiiem was indicative of an impatience of salutary control, tiiat 
inference would be as unjust aa time lias proved it to be illu- 
sory and deceptive. Nearly three fourths of a century have 
passed since the clo?o of the revolution ; yet, thouiz:li variety 
of opinion is as prevalent as ever, no serious disturbance has 
hitherto arisen; and, through all the crises of our national 
history, some of which, certainly, haye been sufficiently perilr 
ous, the good sense of the community, joined to an unusual 
spirit of forbearance, has enabled us to avoid the shoals upon 
whidi others have been wredced, and to resist the pressure of 



Washington to Hamilton, Marcli 31, 
ITbil, in Writings, viii. 410, " is or can 
be more deeply impressed irith the 
necessity of a reforni in our proflent 
confederatiun than myself. No mau^ 
pecfaapt, has fi lt the bad effects of it 
more scnsiM) ; for to the defects 
thereof, and want of power in Con- 
grefls, may justly be weribed die pro- 
lon^iUidii of tlic war, and conHcquently 
tiie exj)en8es occaHioncd by iU" Ail 
In writings, indeed, fipom tiA dirtie^ 
arc full of this theme, — the necessity 
of a liberal and extensive plan of gov- 
enmifint, — in iriuch he wee deeply 



interested. W<udu^wL 412,443, and 

ix. pu>sim. 

' Madison Pajicrs, ii. o90-.'i94, 
599-602, 600-61 620. 623- 62.3; 
S])ark.s's Washington, ix. 173, 205, 
261; Marshall's Washington, v. 91, 
92; Curtis's Hist, of the Const, i. 
326-a31; 11 ildreth's U. S. iii. 460, 
464. The earliest akeCdl on paper 
of a constitutional government, is said 
to have been given by Madison, in 
his letters to Jeffermn,' of March 19^ 
to iJandolph, of April H, and to Wash- 
ington, ot April 10, 1767. Madison 
Fapeni, iL 714, 
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outward aggressions and of inward commotionB.* Whether cHAP. 
our government is established beyond the possibility of daoger TJ^* 
in the future, the wiaeet prophet oaaiioi tdl; but it may be mr. 
Biid that, 80 long as the pfindfte of freedom are oberidied, 
and 80 long as onr Btatesmen are aetnated by a prodenoe as 
great, a patriotism as fervent, and a moral principle ae Bound 
as in former days, it may be reasonably inferred that, what- 
ever dangers may threaten us for a season, they will be happily 
surmounted, and that the fears which have been expressed of 
the stability of the Union will give place to a confidence based 
upon the virtue and intelligence of our citizens. 

The preparatory steps to the calling of a conTontion were 
taken in HaseaohosettB, during the administration of GoYemot 
Bowdoin. Deeply interested in the eommeroe of the ooontry, ^^^^ 
his ezoeIIen<^, in his mesBSge to the General Court, sqggested 
the appointment of special delegates from the states, to settle 
and define the powers with which the national Congress should 
be invasted ; and, as the proposal was approved, resolutioria 
were passed declaring the inadequacy of the xlrticles of Con- 
federation, and recommending a convention of the states for 
their revision. A letter was accordingly addressed by the 
governor to the president of Congress, and another to the 
executive of each of the states ; and the resolves were enclosed 
and forwarded to the del^ates from MassaohusetlB, with 

' * In other Twol u tio m , the timd tenper of flnthiuiann. It b 

has bo<"n drawn by the ami of ntfpiul- union of rrfin< mrnt with the active 

ed freedom, uuder an oppression that state of dvil liberty that will diatrsct 

threatened thevHal powera of aodety. Ae fiJie theories to which mluppj 

But the American rcvohilion took fortmu-s Iiavo subjected the human 

place as a necesaaiy result of long^ character. It is this fact that iviU 

established opinions. The occasion justify the vmyn of Heaven, by pror- 

advanced with the progress of usur- mgthe consistency of the social na* 

pation; not sudden, not blo^^-n into turc with the political happiness of 

existence by the breath of incendia- man. And, from the studv of the 

ries; flowing from the source of sys- American democnudea, aophutry will 

tem, and supported by the energies bo disarmed of the argument against 

of well-weighed choice, it was moaer- jnu e libei t\ in tlic natural endownienta 

■ter fceolute, irresistible. Ilcnee fa of m ui. wiiich a sUite of luxury di»> 

to be proved the force of thit senne pluvN." Political Skotcboa, &D., fld.. 

of ci\ii liberty which requires not the 1161, 48. 



Digitized by Google 



PEEPA&ATOBT STEPS TO ▲ CONYEMTIOV. 



CHAP, instructions to lay them before Congress at the earliest oppor- 
^J! ^ taxdty, and to make every exertion to oany them into effect* 
1785. These reeolstioiis, however, were never presented ; for not 
^ onljr WW CongreiB impre|inred flar mdi a etep^ but the dele- 
gntes from M aaBadiasetli oppoeed it ae pfemalttre. It 
perhaps, trae, as has been loggested,* that ''a deep^eated jeal- 
ousy of the ladioal ohanges likely to be made in the system 
of the government lay at the foundation of these objections," 
arising from " an appruliension that the convention might be 
composed of persons favoral)le to an aristocratic system ; or 
that, even if the members were altogether republican in their 
Tiews, tiiere wonld be |;reat danger of a r^iort which wooid 
propose an entire remodelling of the government" Hence 
1Sb» delqsation from KasssohnsettSi infloenoed by these ibars^ 
retslned the xeeolntions <tf the state for two months before 
replying to the governor's letter ; and the kgislatare^ at their 
Nov 25. iusUmcc, annulled their resolutions. 
1785. The course of Virginia, in the adoption of mca.^urcs' re- 

liov.30. 

^«nd ferring more immediately to the commerce of the country, and 
J«B.ai. the sagacious and watchful forecast of Hamilton in pressing 
upon New York the appointment of oomnussioaers to attend 



» Bradford, ii. 241-244, iii. 21 ; 
Cortis'B Hist of the Const. L 336, 
837. Mr. Winthrop, in his Address 
on the Lif e and Services of J amen 
Botrdoin, Addrenen and SpMcbai, 
117—119, discusses the question as to 
''who IB entitled to the honor of 
having fint urged the enl arg wni ft 
of the powers of Confrrt'^f for regu- 
lating commerce with foreign ooun- 
triea, and ihr nimBg a levmne tram 
it to 8up]X)rt the punlic credit ; " and 
thouffh he does not expresRly claim 
tUi nonor Ibr OovcnMir Bowooiiii n 
llieir of "the danger of settin^^ up 
j^nlMMioiu of priority in great ideas, 
idwtber of state policy, pmlosophical 
theor}-, sdentific discovfry, or me- 
chanical ioTeotion," he observes, '*no 
one oan doubt dm the •aiBMl offioial 



recommendation of Bowdoin, and the 
strong resolutions of MaanirhiiiMiHi, 
(then one of the three great states of 
thi' confederacy,) in 178a, were most 
imporiunt atopa fai thb momentous 
federal movement They ]ireco<l<'d, 
bv more than a year, the resolutions 
or Vnginia, t» ^Hddi so dewrved a 
prominence has alwriys been given ; 
and they iihould not be sulfered to be 
onrftted, aa they too often hithorlo 
have been, from the history df the rise 
and nrogress of the constitution of 
the United States." 

• Ourtis's Hist of the Const, i. 338. 

* Madison Papers, ii. 694. 695 ; 
Spariu's Washington, ix. 607, d08; 
Marshall's Washmgton. v. 90, 91 1 
Curtia'a Uiak of the CoMt. L 840, 
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ft ooDTention to be holden at AnnopollB,' aided in callbg gbap 
tttention afresh to the defeets of the gOTerament ; but IM0 

convention, when gathered, was found to be too small to 1788. 
accomplish any desirable result, and ended with a formal g^^^^^ 
jNTOposal to the states, draughted by Hamilton, for calling 
a general oonTention to take into oonaideration the eitoar 
tkm of the ooontiy.* This reoommendation was Tarioiisly 
leceiTed. In Congreea, it at first met with Tery little ihyor ; 
hut in Virgima, it was immediatdjr and oordially approved.* aadflL 
tnie delegates from Massachusetts objected to it on the ground 
ftat the lej^i.slatures " could not adopt any scheme which might 
be proposed by a convention ; and if it were submitted to the 
people, it was not only dpubtful what degree of assent on 
theur part would make it valid, bat it was also doobtfbl 
whether they oonld ohange the federal constitution by thehr 
own direct action." To these difScolties, it was also urged, 
was " to be added the further hazard that, if the report of 
the convention should be made to CongrcR?, as proposed, and 
if it should be r^ected, fatal conaequences would ensue." * 



» Life of Hamilton, il 374, 375 ; 
Austin'H Life of Gerr)', ii. 4 ; Brad- 
ford, ii. 263 ; Curtis's HisL of the 
Coiut. I 345, 346. 

• MudiMjii I'aptrs, u. 697-703; 
Worca^ter Mai;. No& 27 and 28, for 
Oet 1786; ElBoC*s I)el»tefl,i 116; 
LrtU rs of the Federal Fanner, 7 ; 
Hamilton's Works, L 432, ii. 336 j 
8park«*8 WaKhincton, ix. 223, 228, 
613; Marshall's \Va>hinffton, v. 97 ; 
Statesman's Manuiil, ii. 1601-1500 ; 
the Federalist, No. xl. ; Pitkin's 
8uitislic8 of the U. S. 32 ; N. Am. 
Rev. for Oct. 1K27, 261-'2r)r); Hil- 
dreth's U. S. liL 478; Bradibrd, iL 
253} Oirdt's Hint of the Const L 
347. Five only of the states — New 
York, New Jersey, Penncylvania, Delr 
•ware, and Virginia — were represent^ 
ed in this convention ; four others — 
Maamchusetts, N. Hampshire, Khode 
LJand, and North Carolina — ap- 



pointed commisai(men, who ne^^leoted 

to attend ; and the remaining four— 
Connecticut, Maryland, South Carch 
fina, and Georgia made no anpoin^ 
ment.s. The delegates fn)m Mx'wa- 
chusetta were " Lieutenant Uovemoir 
Cinhing, Elhridge Gerry, Fmioit 
Dana, and Stephen HigginaOiL'' Aut^ 
tin'a Life of Gerry, ii. 6. 

* Madiaon Pai>cr8, il 70S-706L 
The resolutions of Virginia vr&n 
draughtetl by Madison, iwi-wed in tha 
UouHC NovemlM.*r 9, and in the Senate 
November 23, and delegates mn 
appointed December 4, 178(5. 

* Madison Papers, iL 587 ; Journal 
of the Confederation ; Abatract of an 
Address to the l.i'gisLiture of Ma.ss. 

by Kufus King, in the Boston Mag. • 
for 1786, 406; Cnrti^t Hirt. of ttat 
Const L 'ioo. The ynpoml for a 
convention was not a new thing, but 
had been suggested 60 early aa 1781, 
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CHAP. The iacti however, that the oonfederatioii needed amend* 
J^wali WM beoomtog mora eridwt ^ixj; ud that th« 
im. piopoeed oonvention was the most eligible means of effecting 
these changes was equally evident. Oongress itself admitted 
ttMse truths ; lmt| when the report of the grand committee 
Ftb.u. was presented embodying these views, it was objected to by 
many members, and a variety of propositions was submitted 
to obviate these difficiiltie?.^ A resolution was at length 
introduced by the Massachusetts delegation, and passed, sanc- 
tioning the calling of a oonvention ; and delegates from all 
the states were chosen to attend it.* 

The point thas gained was of great Importance. It was 
not the design of the statesmen of America to act predpl* 
tately, and cat loose from one form of government; however 
imperfect, without making provision for the establishment 
of a better. The old confederacy, notwithstanding its defects, 
was still revered by the wise and thoughtful for the good it 
had done. In the hiBtory of the country, it had proved more 



S'Pelatiah Webster ; in 1783, by CoL 
amilton; by R. II. Lee, in 1784, 
and by Noah Wcbat«r, in the winter 
afl7M-«. Madisoa 0.706 
-708. 

* Madison Papers, iL 587; Jour- 
nal of the Oo n featn i tion t Madison's 
Nolei, in Elliot's Debates, v. 96; 
Spn^'s Wanhington, is. 510, 513; 
Slatemnni't Matraal, fi. 1505 { Cni«- 
A's Hist, nf tlir Const, i. 3.55, 356. 
The reixjft of the grand committeei 
it should be obterred, was agreed to 
by a majority of ont only, though the 
subject had been long under consider^ 
ation. The principal objectionR to the 
proposed convention were, that it 
tenaed to weaken the federal author- 
ity, b^ lending its itanction to an extra 
oonstitutional mode of proceeding, 
and that the inter])osition of Coni^ross 
irould lie considered by the jeuious as 
haCnying an ainbitioos iridi to get 
power into their liands. 

* Madison Papers, u. 589, 690, 



619; Journals, xiL 15-17; Sparks's 
\Vashinj,non, L\. 2iC^, 217, notes; El- 
liot's Debates, v. 90 ; Marshali'H Wash- 
ingtoD, 125) Hildreth's U. & in. 
478; Statesman's Manual, ii. 1506; 
Curtis'* UisU of the Const. L 358u 
Sereral of the states — as New Jer> 
sey, Penn.syh"ania, \orth Carolinat 
and Delaware — had apiiointed their 
deleg-atcs to the oonvention before h 
was sanctioned by Coniircss ; and thil^ 
probablv, had some intluence uooa 
the deoiden of that body. Mamma 
Paj)ers, ii. 617; I-llliot'.s Debates, L 
126-137. It ha.H been atwerted in 
reference to this convention, that the 
members were ^oecn " for the sole 
anfl expres-s pufiwse of rensing and 
arninding the confederation;" ** not 
a woni was said about destroying 
the old constitution atul making a 
new one." Letters from the Federal 
FarmeTi 7 } Anstin'a life of Qany, 
ii. 8L 
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titan "a name with which to conjure ; U had brought into cbap. 
eriBtencfl and established the independence of the thirteen 
ITnitad States, and as such was entiUed to respectful consider- vm* 
•Hon. Had it been hastily set aside, and had the nation 
embarked npon the nnoertain sea of poHtieal experiment, 
anarchy and confusion might have ensued ; for who could tell, 
in such case, " what projects, what schemes, and wliat influ- 
ences might arise to jeopard those great principles of re[>nbli- 
can liberty on which the political fabric had rested irom the 
declaration of independence to the present hour of danger 
anddistrass''?^ 

Bat if there was wisdom in the policj which approved the 
convention, it was felt and admitted by the most disoeming 
that the fiulnre of that body to agree, upon a well-halanoed 
^tem of government adapted to the preexisting system of 
coufederatetl states, capable of pervading the entire country 
with an efiicient control, and essentially republican in its prin- 
ciples and form, would result immediately in a dissolution of 
the Union, and an attempt to establish a monarchical govcm- 

' Madison Papers, ii 689, 590 ; due energy to the government of it. 

CurtU's Uist. of tne Const, i. 363, 364. Mr. Bingniun alone avowed his wishes 

"It appeared from tiw debates," say* that Ae eonfederacy might be divided 

Madison, " and still more from the into several distinct confederacies, its 

oonvenatioQ among the memben, great extent and various interests be- 

^at many of tihem eomidered this ingtiwoinpadbleiridia single govern* 

resolution as a deadly blow to the ment. The eitsteni members were 

txk^Ktg confederation. Dr. Johnson* suspected of leanins towards some 

who voted against it, particularly de- anti-repal^Bii estabfishment, (the 

clared hiraseu to that effect Others feet or their late confusions,) or of 

viewed it in the same light, but were bein^ lew desirous or hopeful of pre- 

nkased with it as the harbinger of a serving the umty of the empire. For 

Mtter confederation. The rcser^-e of the first time the idea of sepaialt 

many of the memberR made it difficult confederacies had got into the news- 

to decide tlieir real wishes and expec- papers. It appeared to-day, under 

tations from the present crisis of our the Boston head. Whatever the viem 

affiiirs. All agreed and owned that of the leading men in the Eastern 

the federal government, in its exist. States may be, it would Heem that the 

fag shape, was inefficient, and could ^rent body of tha paople, ])articularly 

not last long. The members from the m Connecticut, are equally indisposed 

Southern and Middle States seem either to dissolve the confederacy, or 

genemlly anxious for some republican to submit to any anti-zepubfican Ibp 
organization of the system, which " 
would preserve the Union, and give 
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE FAILURE OF THE CONVENTION. 



CBAP. ment. The conseqnences of such an attempt it waa frio-btfrfl 
to contemplate. Civil war and social convalsions must inevi- 
tgSf, tably ensne ; for could it be suppoeed that the people, whd 
had loQg been jealow of arbitrary power, and who had fiooghl 
seven years to seonre fheir freedom, woold sorrendar it at the 
dictation of a portion of the oomnumily? To oomit npon 
SBcfa surrender by peaoeaUe means was to ehatge the peopli 
with preposterons madness ; nay, it wonld have been an en^ 
dencc of such imbecility on their part as to liave proved them 
nnworthy of the bluings of liberty.^ Happily for the coun- 
try, the views of those wliose hopes predominated over their 
linrs were not doomed to be disappointed, nor was tlie oon- 
▼ention itself destined to fail. The talent it embraced was a 
pledge of its suoeees ; ^ if a Washinston, a MsdSson, a Hamp 
flton, a Franklin, a Morris^ a Pinckn^, a Banddph, a Wilson, 
a Geny, a Strong, a Dana, a King, a Sherman, a Livingstoiik 
a Dicldnson, were incompetent as "canning artificers," to 
whom could the country look with more confidence ? They 
were the men who had shared in its perils. Tiieir own inter- 
ests and the interests of their posterity were involved. And 
if they foiled, it was hopeless — nay, useless — to expect others 
to succeed.^ 

Under these anspices, though many were doubtful of tiie 



* HuiiilloiiAiWoriia,L4S6T Mu«- 
ibaU'R WMliii«IOBr V. 94-07. es- 
pecially 96 ; Letters of the Federal 
Farmer, 6. *♦ It >fives me pr**at pleaa- 
urc," wrote Washington, Writing*, is. 
260, " to hear that there iH a probor 
bility of a full representation of the 
■IttM in convention ; hut if the dele- 
gates come to it under fetters, the 
Kilutnn ends proposed will be j^milly 
wnharruHsed and retarded, if not al- 
togetlier dofc.ited. I am desirous of 
knowing how this matter is, as my 
with m that tlw convention may adopt 
no temfX)rizing expedients, l)ut prohe 
the defects of tlie conbtilution to tiie 
bottom, tad provide a ndiai can, 



ivlieUier liwy arc agreed to or not 

A conduct of this kind will Ktamp 
wisdom and dignity on their procee<^ 
ings, and hold up a light whien •ooner 

or later will have its influence." 

• Comp. Sporks's ^Vashington, ix* 
223-236, 258, 2G0. 508-020 ; Cur- 
U8*8 Hist, of the Const. L 366-370 1 

the Federalist, No. ii. For a list of 
the delegates, mmj Statesman's Manr 
ual, ii. l.iOT ; Curtis's UiflU of tha 
Const, i. 5 lG-.ilH, The members from 
Massachusetts were lVanci.s Dana, 
Klbridge Gerry, Nathaniel Gorhara, 
Kutus King, and Cideb Stxooig} but 
Mr. Dana did not attend. 
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THE CONTSiraOlI AgaBunr aa XH PHILADELPHIA. 271 

tcndeocy of the experiment^ tnd some questioned the legiti- chap. 
macy of the meeting, the oonirentifm aflsembled in Phila- 
Mphia, aad, on the molioB of Bobert Morris, of Pemiqrlvar 1787. 
wm, WM organtiwl hj the ofaoiee of Oeorge Washington for ^ 
pieadent^ There was little for tiie statesmen of that day to 
look to, in the history of other nations, in the way of theories 
which had been practically |)ro%'cd to be sound and useful,* 
They must originate for ihomsclves a consolidated system 
adapted to the wants of their country. And it is proof of 
their wisdom, and of the extent of their political knowledore, 
that time and experience have abundantly demonstrated the 
general ezoeUenoe of the system devised, and that fow altcn^ 
tions haTO since been reqnued in It They eame to the task 
vitfa a ooasGKNisness <^ the diffieeltieB besetting their path, bnt 
with a fall detemdnation to set ISmp the interests of the entire 
repnblic. Personal preferences might be urged, and the freest 
interchange of opinion was desirable. But no one could insist 
upon, nor did any one press, the adoption of his own views, to 
the exclusion of all others. It was the council of the nation, 
the arbiter of the destinies of unborn millions. Every thing 
depended upon the wisdom of its measures, and upon the con- 
ciliatory sphrit which governed its deliberations. The assem- 



* MtXmm Fkpen, il 635, 943, 

721 et 8oq. ; MarMhall'n Wa^hinptoIl, 
T. 98 et Meq. ; Statetunan's Maauai, ii. 
IfOe. 8ixty4lve pefvoM were dected 
members of the convciuion ; and of 
these, fUly-five attended its seMtoiu. 
Six the Dumber had affixed their 
lignature to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Aiiftin'a Lifis of Oeny, 
iL 9. 

• ** Never was there, before the 
American revolution, an instance of a 
nation furuiiiig iUi own government 
on the original foundationH of human 
rights, revfali'd by a etudy of the liws 
of nature, and creating every civil 
oi^in agreeably to the time acta 
which coastitute juat government, 
Kerer did there exi»t such a scene 



aa that on which the rerolutioii took 

place in America, where the people, 
oy their own act, without any u»ur- 
pation or turn of partiea, on a mdden 

found tlifiiisi lves in a state of the 
moKt civilized and complicated aaio- 
dations, without govennneot; and in 
that state formed the original con- 
vention, on grounds of undisputed 
equality ; fmmed a form of civil gov- 
ernment, founded in the rights of 
nature, imobscured by charters, privi- 
leges, or monopolies of power; and 
then bound themselvea by the third 
and last tie of allefrinnce. The demo- 
cratic form wuH iJie only one a piH)ple 
so situated could adopt." JViUtual 
Sketches. uiscril)ed to hi.s ExceUcafly 
John Adanu, 6ic., o, Q, ed. lTb7. 
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272 BULES OF THE CONYENTION. 

CHAP, bly could be useful only in proportion to its superiority to 
^^^^^ partial views and interests.^ 

m. The rales of the oonventioii were copied chiefly 6om thoee 
of Coogrees. No state was allowed to cast more than one 
yote^ and seven states constitated a qnonua for bnsmess. The 
sessions were to be held with dosed doors ; and the whole 
proceedings were to be kept secret — so mnch so that the 
members were prevented from corresponding freely and confi- 
dentially with eminent political characters in the different 
states upon tlie subjects under considei ation ; nor were they 
allowed even to tiike copies of resolutions, or of the entries 
on the journal, " without fiormally moving for and obtaining 
permission, by a vote of the conyention for that purpose.'' * 
Delegates from less than seven states were present on the 
v^ii. day appointed for the opening of the convention, nor was it 
May SI until eleven days after that that nmaber appeared ; bat early 
Jim % in June, eleven states were repreeented by about fif^ dele- 
gates, who were among the most distinguished men of the 
country.' Three pai'ties, it was soon I'ouud, existed among 



' Comp. Madison Papers, ii. 621. accident " that the new constitution 

There im a alight degree of rhetorical was framed. It was soraetliin^ more 

embdliiihnient in the statement of than an accident* nor would it have 

Judge Jay. Fcdcmlist, No. ii., that, occurred had there not been windom 

" in the mild stmson of peace, with at tlie liottom. Comp. N. Am. Kev. 

nAods unoccupied by other sulnecta, for July, 1S41, 4S. 
Utey passed many months in cool, un- * Madis nn P iper;, n. 724-720, 728; 

interrupted, and daily consultations j Martin's ^>ecch before the Lcgis. of 

and finally, without having been ftwed Md., in Mcret P roc ee d in gs, Ac, 4» 

hf pover, or influenced Bv any pas- 32; N. Am. Ilev. for Jiilv, IH-Jl, ,53 ; 



ooiiy except love for theu* country, Marshall'» WasliiugtoQ, v. 12b ; Uil- 

thef pro e cptc d «nd Teoommended to dreth's U. 8. iiL 4flS. Notwithstand- 

the people the plan pnxluced by iheir inj^ these restrictions, several of the 

joint and very imammous counsels." members took notes of the prooeed- 

It was a season of peace in one sense; ings of the conrention; and thoee of 

but the waves were surging as at sea Yates, of New York, and MadiRon, of 

after a storm. The debates were not Virginia, have since been published, 

always " cool and unintcm>])t( d ; " The Journal has also been published, 

passion was not always dormant and by order of Congress, 

quiet ; nor was the plan produced by ' The states represented on the 

a ^vtry unanimous eounnel." If, 25th were New York, New Jeney, 

however, all this is admitted, it was Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, 

not nktflgether "bo much of % lucky Ncath'CaroJina, and South Carolina, 
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the members, of ezoeediogljr diffierent seDtiments and viewB. chap. 
To the first belonged those whose object and wish it was to J^l;^ 
abolish and annihilate all state governments, and to bring 1787. 

forward one general government, over tliis extensive conti- 
nent, of a monarchical nature, under certain restrictions and 
limitations." The second " was not for the abolition of the 
state governments, nor for the introduction of a monarchical 
government under any form ; bnt they wished to establish 
sodi a system as could give their own states undue power and 
influence in the government over the other states." And the 
third, wliich was " considered truly l"e<l('i*al and republican," 
was " nearly equal in numl>er with the other two, and was 
composed of the delegates from Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, and in part from Maryland, also of some 
individuals from other representations." * 

It is foreign to the province of this history to relate circum- 
stantially the proceedings of this convention. It is only 
nere.^^ary to say that its sessions were continued for the space 
of four months ; that its debates were spirited, and occasion' 



iriA oneeadi from MamelnifettR snd 

Oeorj^a ; the other delef;ates from 
Massiichusctts, and those from Con- 
necticut, and other states, appeared 
on the 28th ; and the rest took their 
seats from the '2;>th of May to the 5)th 
of June. Madison Papers, ii. 721 et 
seq. t Yates, in Secret Proceedings, 
&-C.. 90-101, 103. 105: Letters from 
the Federal Fanner, t*. " The non- 
attendance," sa^-8 the latter anthoiitjr, 
of eight or nme men, who were ap- 

rinted meml)ers of the convention, 
shall ever connider as a very un- 
fortunate event to tlie United States. 
Had they attended, I am jiretty clenr 
that the result of the convention would 
not have been that titong tendency 

to aristocracy now diseemiHle in «'very 

Ert of the'plaiu There would not 
ve been ho ^^rcat an aocumulatkni 
of powers, especially as to the internal 
pohce of the country, in a few hands, 
VOX., ill. lb 



as the constitution reported proposes 

to vest in them. The young, visionary 
men, and the consolidating ari»tocracy, 
noiild have been more restrsined thui 
tfiejr have been." 

' Martin's Sjwecli to the Lepis. of 
.Mil., in Secret Proceedings, \;c. 13, 
14. Comp. N. Am. liev. for July, 
1H41, .52, 53 ; AnstinV Life of Gerrv', 
il 19, 2U ; the Olive Branch, by M. 
Csrey, 81, ed. 1817. llie&vorers of 
a monarchical government were not 
verj' numerous, nor did they press 
their views with fjreat pertinacity. 
" The ideas of men w ho sjiecukte upon 
the dismemberment of the empire,'* 
SLH is said in the FcderaliHt, Xo. xiii., 
seem generally turned towards three 
confederacies; one consisting of the 
four Nortlieni, another of the four 
Middle, and a third of the five Sooth- 
em States." 



DIFFICULTY OF FBAMIHO ▲ FBBFECT BTSTEIL 



OHAP. ally Bpicy ; that, in more than ooe instanoey there was danger 
Jl^^ of a dissolution without the aooorapiishaient of the bnsioest 
iTtr. for which it had aasenbled ; ' and that nothing but the oool> 
aesB and graTity of the prudent, and the conseiouBness of the 
secesstty of a spirit of compromise, persuaded the members to 
yield punctilious {Mjiuts of honor, and to forget tlic individual 
and the inordinate pride of state ini|x)rtancc for the one great 
purpose of national union.^ It is easy for tlie pliilosopher to 
frame, in his study, a thcorj of government which shall aeem 
to himself a perfect Utopia; but practical statesmen find some 
difficulties in attempting to harmonize the visions of speou- 
latists^ and in evolTing from the Babd-like '*oonfiuion of 
toBgiiflB"a judidouSy a wdl-balanced, and pertinent system, 
adapted to the wants of a liTing oommanity, and capable of 
being carried into efficient operation. It is a mistake to sup- 
pose that the science of government can be learned by the 
brightest mind in a few hours' study. For its just compre- 
hension, a varied experience is needed — an experience based 
upon a life-long acqnaintanoe with the nature of man ; a liberal 
culture, which has sprung from the survey of the history of 
the pasty of all the great nations of ancient and modem times ; 



> HamUton'8 WorkH, L 437. 

• ManibalPi Washington, 129 1 
Letters from the Federal Farmer, 8. 
** The plan proposed," says the latter, 
*«! a plan of aeeommodation ; and it 
IB only in this way, and by gi^ng up 
a part of our opiuionB, that we can 
ever expect to obtain a goreirirowit 
founded in freedom and comjKH t." 
Madiaon also wrote to Edmund Kan- 
dolph, Aj)ril 8, 1787, in MadiKm Pk- 
pen*, ii. O;} 1 , " I am perfectly of your 
opinion, that, in framing a system, no 
material sacrificefi ought to be made 
to local or temporary prejudice*. I 
think, with you, that it will be well to 
retain as much m possible of the old 
cu nfe d er ation, though I doubt whether 
it naj not be beat to woik the valop 



able articles into the new system, in- 
•tead of ingrafking the latter on die 

fomipr. I am not sure that it will be 
practicable to present the several parts 
of the reform in so detached a man- 
ner to the stites, as thai a }xirtial 
adoption will be binding. Particular 
■tate* may view difl^rent artielea aa 
coiulitions of each other, and would 
only ratifj^ them as such. Others 
might retiiy them as inde))endenf 

t)rojKM«ilion«. The consequence would 
>e that the ratifications of both would 
go for nothing. In truth, my ideas 
of a reform struce so deei)Iy at the old 
confederation, and leau to such a 
8\8tematic change, that they scarcely 
ailmit of the wplBdient* 
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and that intuitive discernment and keen-sighted sagacity which chap. 
can hold in their gras]) tlie subtile.^t elements of political power, 
until the whole are resolved into definite forms. No one maa 1717.. 
ean be expected to poosess such various knowledge in so emi- 
Bent a degree as to entitle his opinioDe to be regarded as 
nfiiUible. The eoablned experience of a number of men is 
needed to frame a system of government adapted to a free 
countn', with its diversified interests. " Hence it is," as has 
been truly observed, *' that, wherever this miglity work is to 
be successfully accomplished, tliere must bo a high sense of jus- 
tice; a power of concession; the qualities of magnanimity 
and patriotism ; and that broad moral sanity of the intellect 
which is farthest removed from fimaticism, intolerance, or sel^ * 
ish adhesion either to interest or to opinion." ^ Hai)pily for the 
oonntry, tliese qualities were possessed in an eminent degree 
by the njembers of the federal convention and the frumers of 
the constitution. That instrument was the product of their 
united deliberations. It was not hastily and blindly project- 
ed. It was matured and perfected by the suggestions of all, 
Efery point in it was sabjeoted to scrutiny ; every article was 
thoroughly scanned. And when the scheme was completed, it 
yna concurred in by the whole.' 



* Ciirti«'« Hist of the Const i. 387. • Comp. N. Am. Rer. for July. 
•Ili^h qualities of character are 1841, 52, and Letters of the Federal 
requudte to the fonnation of a system Farmer, 4. ** Whatevi r." says Mad- 
of government for a wide countr)- iwHi, Papers, ii. 7 IN, 715), "may be 
with different iutercstii. Mere talent the judgment pronounced on the com- 
ififllnot do it. Ibtelleetual power and petency of the architects of the con- 
ingenuity alnnf rannot compass it stitution, or wliatovrr may be the 
There must be a monU completeness detittuy of the editice prepared by 
ia the chanieten of thoie who are to them, I feel it a duty to exprew my 
■dlieve such a work ; for it does not profniitid and solemn con\iction, d^ 
consist solely in devising schemes, or rived from my intimate opportunity 
creating offices, or j)arcelling out ju- of obRenring and appreciating the 
risdictioos and powers. There muitt views of the cmivention, eoUediTdy 
be the rrcnj^nition and admis'iioii of and iiKli\-i(hially, that there never was 
great ex|MHlu ntH, and the Haoritice, an ahsembly of men, charged with a 
oAeii« of darling objects of amUtkm, great and arduous trust, who were 
or of Ifxtil policv, to the \Tist central more jmre in their motives, or more 
purpose of the greatest happiness of exclusively or anxiously devoted to 
the greateat number." the object committed to them, tba 
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POINTS OF DEBATE. 



CHAP. Tlio principal points of debate in tho convention related 
J^^' to the ratio of ropro<ontation and the rule of votiiiu'" in the 
1187- national legislatui'C ; the term for which officers should respec- 
tively be chosen, and the mode of their choice ; the constitu- 
tion of the ezecutiTe — whether of one person or more, the 
gronnds of eligibilitjr, and the mode of election ; the oonstitih 
tion of the jndidary, with the appointment of the judges ; and 
the general powers which should be conferred upon the gov- 
ernment in its relations to the states, and for national pnr- 
poses.* On the first of tliosc points, the debates took a wide 
ranpre, and tlie interests involved were found to be so compli- 
cated that the utmost prudence was recjuired to effeet e\ en an 
* approximation to unity. One disturbing clement was the 
question of slavery ; a northern and a southern party were 
speedily developed ; and the discussion was marked with con- 
siderable rancor. Should slaves be recognized as persons in 
the constitution 7 Should the institution of slavery be sano* 
tioned by the government? Should the slave trade be toler- 
ated, and the evils resulting from it be continued and perpetu- 
ated ? These questions, though not si>eeilicall\ raise*], were 
involved in tlie discussion, and in their decision the south had 
a special interest. Negroes were esteemed a portion of their 
wealth, as valuable to them as the wealth of a freeman. Witli- 
out them, they contended, it would be impossible to live. And 
if, it was uiged, the north expected ** those preferential dis^ 
tinctions in commerce, and other advantages,'' which they 
would derive firom the connection, they ** must not expect to 
receive them without allowing some advantages in return. 
Eleven out of the thirteen states had agreed to consider slaves 

were the members of the fi'deral con- and best secure tlir permanent libevty 

vention of 17H7, to the object of de- and happiueHS of their country" 

viaiig and ]ire]nrin^ a eonttitutiaaal ^ Omip. Ifadiaoin Papers, n. 6Slf« 

system which should host supply the 634, and 747 et Mq. 
detects of that which it was to replace, 
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in the apportionment of taxation ; and taxation and represen- chap. 
iaiion ought to go together.'' * 

To meet this point, it was at first proposed, by Mr. Bntier, nai. 
of South Carolina, to consider blacks as equal to whites in 
the apportionment of representation ; bnt this was rejected by 
aTote of seven to three, and the three fiftlis clause was pro- 
posed as a compromise. To tliin, howcvor, Mr. Kinir olijocted, 
and " thoutrht the admission of them ah)ng witli whites, at all, 
would excite ^rreat discontents amoDg the states having no 
Blaves." Mr. Wilson *' iiad some apprehensions, also, from the 
tendency of the blending of the blacks with the whites, to 
give disgust to the people of Pennsylvania.'' GouTemear 
Morris '*ooald never agree to give such enoonragement to the 
slave trade as would be given them by allowing them a rep- 
resentation fbr their negroes." And when the question was 
taken, Delaware, Maryland, and even South Carolina, with 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, voted in the 
negative. Davie, of North Carolina, then " thought it was 
high time to speak out. He saw that it was meant by some 
genflemen to deprive the Southern States of any share of rep- 
resentation for their blades. He was sure that North Garo- 

' Madison Pnprrs, 51. 0^6 ct scq. ; should havp any weight, M. Le 

1064 et beq. ; Uiidreth's U. ch. xlviL Poivie, late envoy from the ^^ing of 

The question of the necemtjr of France to the King of Ooehin China, 

■Java labor at the tsouth is ably dis- uinl nnw intendant of llie Isles of 

cussed by Bei^jaoua Kuah, in his Bourbou and Mauritius, in his obsei- 

pamphlet, publuhed at Phibdelphin, vatkms upon the manners and arts of 

ID I < 73, entitled " An Address to tlie the various nations in .Vrricii and 

Inhabitants of the British Settlements Asia, has the following remarks : * It 

in Ameriai ui)on Slave Keeping." is worthy of observation, too, that the 

" It has been urged," he aays, " i)y sugar cane is there cultivated by free- 

tlif inhabitantH of the Sugar Islands men, and all the process of prepara- 

aud South Carolina, that it would be Uon and refining, the work of Iree 

fanpoaaible to carry on the manufac- hands. Com (nre, then, the jmce of 

tures of sugar, rice, and indigo, witb- the Cochin Chinoie jirofluction with " 

out uegn) ^luves. Ab tiuiiiuj'actory the same commodity which is culti- 

eon ever be of con»t<^uence euough to vated and j)rejKired by the wretched 

•onV/i/ to nifniit the least violation of slaves of our European colonies, and 

the /air* of justice or humanity. But judge i^ to procure sugar from our 

I am far from thinking the arguments oolonies, it was necessary to authoriie 

used in favor of emj)luving negrf>e8 by bw the slavery of tlie unhappy 

fitr the cultivation ot' these articles Afidcaas traiuportetl to America.' 
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CHAP, lina would never confederate on any terms that did not rate 
them at least as three fifths. If the Eastern States DieMi^ 
ov. Ilimfore^ to exclude them altogether, the boBinefiS was at an 
end." On this, the motion for the three fifths daoae was 
renewed by Ellsworth, of Gomiectient, modified by Bandolpii^ 
and, in the end, it was carried by a vote of six to two.^ 

On the question of the slaye trade, there was less difference 
of opiiiioa ; for the sciitiincut was coiiiinoii to Virginia and 
the Northorn States " that slavery was cruel and unjust — in 
plain violation of the rights? of man proclaimed as the foiinda* 
tion of the revolution, and inconsistent with the doctrines 
assumed as the basis of the American constitutions." ' Yir» 
ginia and Maryland, indeed, were especially " opposed to the 
African slaye trade ; ** and, as the delegates from the Middle 
and Eastern States ooncarred in these views, there seemed, at 
one time, a reasonable pro^{>ect that the trade might be pro- 
hibited. But Georgia and South Carolina entertained a dif- 
ferent ojiinioii, and were "fully determined to maintain, not 
the institutiijn of slavery only, hut the African slave trade 
also ; " and, as Massachusetts was auzious " about navigation 
laws," and nnsylvania was concerned " about the taxation 
of exports," and Connecticut was " willing to make almost 
any sacrifice for the sake of getting others to agree," a bar> 



' M'lrtin, in Secret rrocct-din^, 
Ac, 42, 43; Yates, in ibid. 122; 
Madison Papers, ii. 107G-1087; Hil- 
dreiirs U. 8. iii. 4'J9-00l. it was 
said, in the debate on this datue. that 
the taking of sLivts into computation 
in a]>j)ortioning the number of repre- 
MotativeH, " involved the aliMirdity of 
inrroiiNinfj thf power of a state in 
making kwH for freemen, iu propor- 
tion as that state violated the rights 
of freedom." Secret I'rcx-ecdinps, 
&C., 42. One of the MasMiciiusetts 
dde^tion abo obeenred, that **he 
considered it as dishonorable ami hu- 
miliating to enter into compact with 
the abvca of the SoutlMra Slatei, ae 



it would be with the horses and mules 
of the Eactern." IbuL 43. .Vnd Mr. 
Patterson very pertinently asked, *• if 
negn)es are not represented in the 
states to which tbey belong, why 
should tlu V be reprcsontetl in the 
national government ? " Madison 
Papers iL lOM. 

' *• Future ages," olwervcs Renja- 
miu liush, in his Address on iSiaTe 
Keeping, 0. " when they read the ao* 
counts of the sKive trade, if they do 
not regard them as fabulous, will be 
at a loai whidi to oondemn meet, 

ourilllj^ or nur p^iilt in abetting this 
direet violation ot the lawt» of nature 
and le^gioa." 
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gain ** wts struck up between " the Northern and the Southern chap. 
Btatea," which, until the year 1808, allowed (he iiiirestrained 
migntioii or importatioo of such persons as the states might im. 
see fit to reeeive — subject^ however, to the impoeltioii of a 
datf hj Congress* the tbaztflram of which was fixed at ten 
dollan.! 

One other neasore was desired by the south, relating to the 
rendition of fufritivo slaves. The motion to include such with 
fugitives from justice was introduced by Buth'r, of Soutli Car- 
olina, and seconded by his colleague, Charles Pinckncy ; and, 
availing themselves of the phraseology of one of the old arti- 
cles of the New England confederation of 1643, with alight 
alteratioas to adapt it to their purpose^ the " fiunons olaose " 
was presented, which provides that *' no person held to senrioe 
or labor in one state^ under the laws thereof^ escaping into 
another, shall, in conseqoenoe <^ any law or regulation tbefetn. 



' Martin, in Secret Procecdinjp, 
&C., 62-0(>; Madison Papers, ul; 
Hildreth's U. S. iii. 508-520. It is 
worthy of notice in this connection, 
that the ContiueDtal CongretM liaU 
Rsolved "that no slave be importr 
ed into any of the United Slates;" 
that Delaware, by her oonxtitution. 
nd Virginia and HMryhnd, by s|)ecial 
laws, had prohiliitt-d the importation 
of slaves; and that similar pruhibi- 
Ifau were in lane in all ne more 
northern states, thc)u;,'h they " did 
not prevent the merchants of those 
■titas from carryint^ on the slave trade 
daewhere, and already some New 
Bi^land shipa were engaged in an 
infiunous traffic from toe coast of 
Africa to Georgia and the Carolinas.** 
The views of Madison on this clause 
of the constitution ma^' be learned 
from the Federalist, No. xlii. **It 
woe doubtless to be wished," says 
be, '*that the p<jwer of prohibiting 
ihe importation of slavea had not 
been postponed until the year IHOH, 
or rallter, tliat it had been hulfercd to 

have immediatiB opention. But it la 



not difficult to accovmt, either for this 
restriction ou the general ^vem- 
ment, or for the manner in which the 
whole cause is expressed. It ()u:;ht 
to be considered as a great point 
gained in favor of humanity, tn&t a 
period of twenty years may terminate 
ibrever, within these states, a traffic 
which has to long and ao loudly up- 
braided the Ijiu-barism of modern |k)I- 
icy; that within that period, it will 
reierive a oonndemble diaoonragement 
from the fcdrral gnvemmeut, iiid may 
be totally abolished, bv a concurrence 
ot the five states whidi continue the 
unnatural t rathe, in the gcohifaitoiy 
example which has been j^nren by so 
great a majority of the Cmon. lia'pp^ 
would it be for the unfortunate Afri- 
cans, if an equal prospect lay before 
them, of being redeemed from the 
oppression of their European breth- 
ren." The " vexed question " of the 
hlave trade wa.s earl\ a^'itated in the 
new Congress, and debated with some 
warmth. Uildieth'a U. & 2d sedMb 
L yi-U6. 
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DIFFICULTIES OF THE SLAVE QUESTION, 



CHAP, be discharged from such service or lalx)r, but shall be deliv- 
ercd up on claim of the partj to whom such service or labor 

1787. may be due." ^ 

Thus the qnestion of slavery had been presented in a three* 
Ibid form, and an each the soath had carried their point 
The legality of slavery in the sbve states was virtually reoo^ 
nlied ; the slave trade itself was licensed for twenty years ; 
and fugitive slaves were to be returned to their masters.* 
How far such compromises were justified by circumstances 
wise men liave fouud it ditiicult to decide. It should be re- 
mcuibcred, however, that, if the measures were wronir, involv- 
ing a sacrifice of moral principle, the north was to blame for 
sanctioning that wrong, and is justly obnoxious to the conse- 
quences of its miscondnct Ellsworth was no true prophet in 
predicting that, in time, "slavery will not be a speck in oar 
oonntry." It has multiplied sevenfold, and is, without donbt» 
one of the most serious evils in the nation. Whether it will 
ever be peaceably abolished, or whether it will continue to 
expand and increase, dift'usinu^ ai»road a moral miasma, to Uiint 
and corrupt the wijole body j)oiiiic, are (jucstions which are 
certainly of vital importance. But may we not hope that a 
merciful God will open a way, in accordance with the spirit 
of the gospel of Christ, by which the country may be rid of 
this evil, without the intervention of a violence which could 
end only in the dismemberment of the Union, or in an exas- 
peration of feeling which would rankle so deeply as to banish 
forever brotherly love ? This is the problem for the statesmen 
of the nineteenth cciiturv : wlio does not pray that it may be 
happily solvt'd ? To a certain extent the issue is sectional ; 
nor can this be avoided while slavery exists. The antagonism 
of freedom and slavery is perpetual. Fire and water are not 

* Hildrcth's U. S. iil 522. in the constitution itself; Ibr not a 

* These Htatementit are to be under- wnrd n)Hiut alaveiy it Mid in that 
gtood rather of the effects of the meait- imirmueuL 

urat adoptnd thin of ap ed flo fthiMf Wt 
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more opposite. And as one or the other mast gain the chap. 
asoendency, which shall it be ? There is foroe in the opinion 
which is tisi gaining ground, that " freedom is national, while i787. 
slavery is sectional.'' ' 

The result of the convention was the adoption of a constita- sep. 17. 
tion, which was laid before Congress, and submitted to con- sep. 28. 
ventions of the people in the (iiUbront states for ado{)tioii or 
rejection. '-^ The convention in NfassacliuHetts " for tlie purpose 
of assenting to and ratifviii^^ the constitution reconiniendei] by 
the grand federal convention," convened at Boston, on the 
ninth of the following January, and continued in session for 
nearly a month. The members of this body, over three hun- fa.i. 
dred and fifty in number, were among the most eminent men 
in the state — comprising as well a portion of those who had 
served at Philadelphia as many who were engaged in the con- 
vention for framing the oonstitntion of Massachnsetts, and 
others, not inferior in iutollectual ability, from the various 
walks of social life.* 

The first business was to organize ; and this was cflected by 
the choice of Governor Hancock a^ president, Judge William 
Gushing as vice president, George Aichards Mi not, Esq., as 
secretary, and Jacob Kuhn as messenger, who for nearly fifi^ 



' •'It ii a truth denied by few, at 
the present day, that political <in(I 
domestic •lavery are incoDUHtent with 
justice, and that these must neee»- 

narily wagv eternal war; ho that, 
wherever the latter exiots in perfec- 
tion, the fonner must fly before her, 

or fall prostrate at her feet." 
eourae oi'llev. Samuel Miller, preached 
in New York, Julv 4, 1793, 19. 

' StiteHinan's ^lanual, ii. luOG; 
Sparks's Washington, ix. 2G7-269. 
For the draught of the constitution 
an thu> MihinitU'd, see the Pamphlet, 
published in 1787, to be circulated in 
MaK.'^.ichusetts, and conip. Madiwon 
Papers, ii. and iii, and Delxaten in 
the Mais. Conventioa, ed. IfiOS, 3-20. 



Hie ntifieation of the oonTentione of 

nine stati-s uas to he sufficit iit for the 
eslabliiihineut of this constitution be- 
tween the states so ratilH-ing the same. 
For Arthur T.ci's o|iinion of this 
instrument, see bin Letter to John 
Adams, October 3, 1787, in Adams's 
Works, ix. oo4, ooo. 

^ For a list of the delegates, see 
the Debates, &:c., 225-229. This 
convention was recommended tf) bo 
held by the Senate, October 20, and 
by the House, October 20, 178" ; and 
the date assigned for ix» assembling 
was the '2d Weilnesday in the follow- 
ing January*. See the Const, of the 
U. 8.. published in 1787, 16-2a 
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THB MASSACHUSETTS CONYSNTION MEETS. 



CHAP, years served as mesftongcr to the General Coart.^ By tbft 
,J[^ kindness of the charch, the sessions of the conyention were 
iim» hM at first in the meeting house still standing 911 Brattla 
Street — a venerable edifice, in the walls of which is fixed & 
cannon ball discharged bjr the Americans during the siege of 
Boston, and which is said to be inserted in the place where the 
ball struck.* This hon.«e, however, " on account of tlie diflB- 
culty of hearing," was " found inconvenient/' and the conven- 
ita^lh tion ai^ourned to the representatives' chamber, in the Old 
State House, at the corner of State and Washington Streets^ 
and from thence^ at a later date^ to the " meeting house ia 
Long Lane."' 

The motion preliminarj to the general diacuflsion was made 
bj Caleb Strong, afterwards gOTcmor of the state ; and, at 

his instance, it was voted " that ibis convention, sensible how 
important it is that the great subjec't submitted to their deter- 
mination should be dis5eus.sod and considerod witli moderation, 
candor, and deliberation, will enter into a free conversation 
on the several parts thereof^ hf paragraphs, until every mem* 
ber shall have had opportunitj to express his sentiments <m 
the same ; after which the convention will consider and da* 
bate at large the question whether this convention will adopi 
and ratify the proposed constitution, before any vote is taken 
expros.-iivo of the sense of the convention upon the whole or 
any part thon'of." * *• 

U|Km the tir8t .s-ctiou of the first article there was " a short 
oonversatlon ; " but the first paragraph of the second section, 

' Of this TPncTable man, all who fjentlemanlv gerpfcant-ftt-arms, has 

knew him spoke in terms of the ut- held his offece for twent)-two years, 

BMMt fnpect Qtiict and unobtra- and has recently nterad vpaa hb 

give, yet gentlemanly in his ni:i:iiufs, twenty-third t«^rm. 
and distinguiithed lor his courtesy and ' Lothrup's llist of Brattle Street 

hii imnartiality, he reta{iH*d Ins post Church. 

throu^^j various political chan;;es.a!i(l ' Debates, &T., 25, 61. "Long 

his death was lamented a« a pubUc Lane " is now known as Federal 

loaa — the loss of an able and useful Street; and the meeting home le* 

nan. His successor, Mr. lienjamin ferrcd to is the Federal StveetChllldia 
ficevensi the present courteous and * Debates, &e>» 25t 28. 
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relating to the constitution of the Ilouye of Representatives, chap, 
and es])ecially the matter of "bicanial elections," cniisetl " 4 
leogthy debate." ^ In MasBachusetts, annual elections had beeft IM. 

the practice of the state ever since its first settlement ; " and 
it was contended bj Dr. Taylor that this '* had been eonsid* 
ered as the safeguard of the liberties of the people, and the 
annihilation of it the avenue throuf^h which tjranny woald 
euter.'"'^ The Hon. Mr. Wiiitc al^o " thouirht the security of 
tlie people lay in frcinicut elections," and dechireti that, for his 
part, "he would rather they should be for six months than for 
two years." ' Mr. Turner, of Scituate, thought that " natnro 
pointed oot the propriety of annual elections by its annual 
renewal ; " bat it was obeenred, in reply, by GoTcmor Bow- 
doin, that, '*if the reyolntion of the heavenly bodies was to be 
the principle to regulate elections, it was not fixed to any 
period ; ai«, in some of the systems, it would be very short, and 
in the last discovered planet it would be eighty of our years."* 

The friends of biennial cloctions were more numerous than 
the opponents of the measure, and argued in its defence with 
agnal ability. Mr. Sedgwick observed that annual electioof 
in a single state might be best) for a variety of reasons i " bvt 
when the great afiairs of thirteen states were considered, such 
a period, iVi his estimation, was too short.* Mr. Dawes re- 
marked tiiat "the ricrlit of electing representatives in tho 
Congress was the accpiisition of a new privilege by the jwople, 
and therefore in their favor, even if the representatives were 
chosen for forty, instead of for two years.'' ^ The speech of 

' Dt'hafps, Sec, 20. like ti'<ur^)atinn. He cnnsidorod an- 

' L>el>ate^, &c., 27, and comp. ibid, nual el'xUon.s as the only detcuce of 

46. See akn the reraarka of Elbridge the |:eople a^nst tyranny. HeWM 

Gerry, in the federal convention, in as much ajfuin«t a triennial house M 

MadiiKHi PainT«;. ii. S47. "The peo- against a hereditary executive." 

pie of New I.ii^'l.nid will never give * Debates, &:c, 28. Corap. ibid, 

up the point of annual electionH. They 45, o4. 

know of tlic tran>ition made in Eng- * Debates, &c., 3^. Comp. ibid. 8& 

land from trienniiil to septenmal * Debates, itc, 27. 

elections, and tnll consider auch an * Jkkutm, &c.« 28i. 
iniM»-aiiuo here m the prefaide to a 
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DBBATB ON BIENNIAL ELECTIONB. 



CHAP. Fisher Amc? i? reported in fall, and was an eloquent plea in 
favor of the dause, baaed upon the ground, that; whatever 
ina reasons could be urged in &Yor of annaal, as good, if not bet- 
ter, could be offered in favor of biennial, elections.^ The speedh 
of General Heath was eminently characteristic. He ** consid- 
ered hinir^elf a citizen of the United Stutes," and his " ideas 
and view?! were coinnionsurate with the continent — extending 
in len^'th from the St. Croix to the St. Maria, and in breadth 
tarn the Atlantic to the Lake of the Woods ; for over all this 
extensive territory was the federal government to be extend- 
ed*'' Still, although he was of opinion — quoting from Mon* 
tesquieu — that the greatness of power must be compensated 
by the brevity of the duration ; most legislators have fixed 
it for a year ; a longer space would be dangerous," he was 
ready to favor the clause as it stood. l>ecjause Congress was to 
*^ sit but once annually," and as much business in each session 
would be left untiaished, for the same representatives to oonr 
elder and complete such busmess would be a great saving of 
expensB^ which would otherwise be lost" ' General Brookay 
with a comprehensive wisdom, observed that no instance had 
been cited in which biennial elections had proved " destructive 
to the liberties of the people;" that the Pailiamcnts in Eng- 
land had been triennial and septennial, " yet life, liberty, and 
property, it was generally conceded, were nowhere better 
secured than in Great Britain."^ Mr. Gore took another 
view of the subject^ and thought the term ''frequent" was 
as justly applicable to biennial as to annual elections, if 
the extent of the interests involved was remembered ; and 
that two years was " a short time for the representatives to 
hold their office."* The Hon. liul'us King, one of the njeni- 
bera of the federal convention, and a gentleman of dibliu- 

•Del at. s &c., 30-35; Atoct's * Debates, &c., 36-38. 
Works, id. 1S09. 20-'_>o ; Qirev's M)el)atc.s <^c., 39. 
Am. Museum for 1768, iii. 35(1^62. * Debates, 40-42. 
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goiahed ability and talent, explained the grounds on which ne crap. 
fiiTored the clanse, and concurred with Mr. Gore that two 
years was " short enouirh for a reproseiitative in Conun'ess. 1788. 
If one year was necessary for a representative to be useful in 
the state legislature, wliere the oljjecta of his deliberation 
were local, and within his constant observation, two years did 
not appear too long where the objects of deliberation were 
not confined to one state, but extended to thirteen states." * 
Judge Dana took the same Tiew, and pleaded from his own 
experience in favor of the expediency of " biennial elections 
of federal representatives," as "preferable to annual eleo- . 
tions." « 

The discoBsion thus far had developed the fact that the 
fourth section of the first article was intimately connected 
with the second ; and both were, accordingly, considered 
together.' The principal objection to this section was, that 

it did not limit the power of Congress. It might be well 
enough, it was said, to concede the power to direct the time 
and place of choosing representatives, in case of n^lect or 
failure on the part of any state ; but, if no limit was assigned, 
great inconveniences, and even grievances, might arise ; nay, 
Congress might control the election of representatives. But 
it was urged, in reply, that the power to regulate the election 
of representatives must be lodged somewhere ; and wliero 
could it be more safely lodged tlian in the General Conirress? 
The democratic branch of the national government, chosen by 
the people, was designed to be a check on the federal branch, 
chosen by the states. Hence, if the state legislatures were 
allowed condusively to regulate the elections of the democratic 

* Debato^ fte., 43-44. of} but the Oongrest mar at anvtime 

* Dfbatea, &C, 45. See aho tbe bylaw make or alter sucfirej^ulations, 
Federalist, Noe. HL liii. except as to the places of choofiing 

* ThiR flection read as follows : senaton." Hence a uniform rule wai 
<'The timeA, place, and manner of early entablished for nil the atatea, 
holdinj^ elections for senators and pwjviding for the choice of represeq- 
representativcs shall be preflcribed tatives on the second Monday in No- 
in each atate by the legialatiue thae- ^renibar. 



S86 PBOFBBTT QVAUFIOATIOV. 

OBAP. lininch, tlie}' might, by guch an interference, ftt first weaken, tad 

at lai^t (lostroy, the federal branch, and diminish and annihilate 
that control of the g^encral governniont which tlie people ouirht 
always to have through their immediate representatives. The 
posiibiUty of the abuse of a measure, it was said, was no 
argnment against its adoption, unless the measore itself waa 
absololelj daageroosi But this was not contended, that the 
aieasnre was dangeroos. No power is conceded of wresting 
from the people the right of regnlating the elections. Oon- 
gres? could not. in any case, strip the people of this right. It 
was theirs inalienably. They could only regulate the exercise 
of this right ; and this it was proper they should do, or other 
and greater evils might eventually ensue. An argument that 
proves too much proves nothing. And might not this be said 
•f the argument agunst the fourth section 7 ^ 

The question of a property qualification was nest referred 
to; and some contended that such a qualification ought to 
have been inserted ; for, " when men have nothing to lose, 
they have nothing to fear/' * But to this it was justly replied, 



* Debates, &c., 46-62. See also 
ibid. 76-80, and comp. Letters from 
the Federal Farmer, 1 7, Mid the Fed- 
eralist, No. lii, " Foreiffnew have 
erroneously blended the idea of aris- 
tocnicy with that division of tlie legi;*- 
lative tjr.iiu lies of sonic of the Amer- 
ican deinocracieH which 18 seen in the 
Benatefi. . . . But obflerve, that 
the Senate is derived nn (KatcU fitim 
the pco|ile. It repiescuU the people. 
It represents no particular oraer of 
men or ranks. It a \s( i>;ht in the 
poweiK of legifilauvc deliberation and 
ari^ment, but not of nroperty, of 
pnvilegeMf of orders, of nonorn, or at 
all deflcri])tive of that solecism which 
presupposeii a division of intei-eMU in 
a state, of rights, and of honors. It 
in fine hath nothing in its orijfiivd 
idea, in its rektive action, or ui its 
object, correspondent or analogous to 
the House of Ix)r(L> in Kngland. In 
this American Senate pre\-uiis a dem- 



ocratic siraplidty. No reverence pe- 
cuUar to theraselTes is paid them. 
The name, which isariitocraticaltmay, 

indeed, confound a j>amllel hunter; 
but the roljes of Cyrus, with the ma- 
gical povrer by whidi hii vixtum were 
ini[Kirted to the wearer, have long 
ttince perished." Political Sketches, 
&&, ed. 1787, 52, 68. 

' "The ai^ument used in behalf 
of such practice iSf that men who are 
indigent^ and low in circuinstanee% 
are more liable to jield to tem])ta- 
tions and bribes, and, thereibre, more 
likely to betray the public tniKt. But 
experience proves, that none are more 
insatiable than the rich ; perhaps the 
irulh is, that those of moderate es- 
tates are least U) he corrujited. Bui 
there are men of virtue in all stations 
of life J and nhall we, on aceoiuu of 
the imequal distributiaa of fortune 
exclude such from exerting them- 
selves to their own credit and the 
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THE "XHRES FIFTHS CLAUSS" DEBATED. 287 

tiiat the " objection was founded on anti-deraocratical princi- chap. 
pies," and that a good man should not be excluded from the , J.^ 
federal government because he was not rich. Property is not iiai 
neceasarilj an index of ability. '*We often see men/' ^ 
•erred Mr. King, '*who, though destitute of property, are 
Buperior in knowledge and rectitude. Tlir uieu who have 
most iujui-ed the country have most ooumioiiiy bcea rick 
men." » 

In the debate upon the third paragraph of the second seo- 
tion, relating to the apportionment of representatives, and ii^ 
duding the *' three fifths dause,** the remarks of the members 
were somewhat discursive ; yet serious objections were mads 
to this clause, on the grounds of its injustice to the free states, 
and its favor to the slave states. True, there were some who 
defended the clause, and witii a reusoning that was ])1 audible, if 
it was not convincing. " The nionil>ers of the Southern States,** 
it was said, " like ourselves, have their prejudices, it would not 
do to abdisb slavery, by an act of Congress, in a moment^ 
and so destroy what our southern brethren consider as pre|h 
•rty. But we may say, that although idavery is not sndtton 
by an apoplexy, yet it has received a mortal wound, and will 
die of consumption." ^ The question of slavery, however, will 



iervice of others ? " Rudiments of opinions will probably be entertained. 
Law and Oorernment, particulaiiy It may be true that the rich have 
ed to the jK-ople of South Cti^ often mjurod the ff<jvemment| but 



oHna. Charlfstou. 1783. 24. Corap. perhaps not oflener than the poor and 

aibo ibid. 2o. " To annex privik>gt>s i^iorauU " Faction and cnthuhiuHm," 

and immunitieN to men of certain fur- as Mr. Amw has well said, are tbt 

tunes, is to allow of ditferent ranks and ui.striiments by which popuhir g'ov- 

diiferent interests amouK us; which erniucut^ are destroyeo. We need 

ii the Mibrenioo of a free system, not talk of the power of an aristoty 

. . . As there can he no inherit- racv. The people, when they lose 

aaoe of good deeds, there ought to their Uberlics, are cheated out ol' them, 

be none of hiRMin. Whatever poli- They nouridi bclions in their boeoou, 

tics set luside the oljsfr^Tince of this which will tubMBt so long as abusin-^ 

maxim, are destructive of liberty ; their honett credulity sImU be the 

because none can be made great, m means of aoquiring pover." 
the sense of powerful, without a pro- ' Remarks of Mr. Daires, in De- 

portionate debaMinient of the rest," bates, &c., 68. See also, the Fed- 

* Debates, &c., 62. Upon the cor- eralist. No. liv. The symptoms of 

of tbia aiici'lloii, dbfemt ooniiimptionaieainaliiigoitbefleifa^ 
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288 CONflTRUCTION OF THE SENATE. 

CHAP, be found to have been more fully discussed in the debate oa 

the ninth section of the first article. 
1788L Upon the third section of the first article, relating to the 
oonstmction of the Senate, and npon the fifth, sixth, and sev- 
enth sectionSt the debates were short The princi])al oi jcction 
to the third section was to the lengrth of time for which 
senators were cliosen ; but it was repliefl tliat, as one third of 
the nicmlMTS were to jro out every two voars, tlio average of 
service woald be but four years ; and, besides, the checks 
upon senators would be sufficient to preyent them from devi> 
ating widely from the wishes of their constitoents. ''The 
state legislatures," said King, "if they find their delegates 
erring, can and will instruct them. Will not this be a check? 
When they hear the Tofce of the people solemnly dictating to 
them their duty, they will be bold meu indeed to act contrary 
to it. There will not Iw instructions sent to them in a private 
letter, which can be put in their pockets ; they will be public 
instmctions, which all the country can see ; and they will be 
hardy men indeed to yiolate them.'' > 

The eighth section, relating to the powers of Congress, was 
deemed of great importance, and its discussion took up more 
time than was devoted to any other section. It was objected 
to the confederation, that it was lacking in power to enforce 



a weoknen of the hingSt a paleness 
of the countenanrp, and an iiidi^ipo- 
otion to active exertion. The patient 
oomplains of lamtude, of wearineM; 

takos littlo interest in wdrldly affairs ; 
and in marked by timidity of temper, 
and ft thrinkinp: from notice. The 
slave power has never as yet exhibitp<l 
such symptoms. Apo])lcctic subjects, 
on the other hand, ure full fleshed, 
with flushed cheeks, a devouring ap- 
petite, strong pasRions. and a love of 
excitement. ITiey arc, usually, also, 
of an ambitious temper, fond of dis- 
tinction, and like to make a bu'^tle 
and a noise in the world, liigh- 



spirited and hot-blooded, they are 
imp iticnt of restraint ; like t() have 
their own vmy; and are reluctant to 
submit to outM-ard control. It is left 
for the reader to decide how far tliis 
description is applicable to the slave 
power; and if tint power is apoplec- 
tic rather th.in consumptive, it mill 
die, when it dies, as apoplectic sul^ 
jectn die,— with a premnniBiy wain- 
ing of its ihte. to denote that its end 
is inevitably approaching. 

' Debates, &c, 75. For the di»- 
cussion on the Other eeotioiie, see * 
ibid. 80-83. 
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its demandB. This oljoction the oonstitatioii was deelgDed to chap. 
obTiata. And, for this reason, it conferred powers not too ,2^^^ 
large, bnt only sofficient for its sucoessfnl administration. iTSflL 

Tliero was certainly a necessity that such powers should be 
granted ; otherwise the new government would be no better 
than the old.' It woold be equally lacking in energy and 
efficiency. It shonld possess the power of the pnrse and the 
sword ; for no gOTemment, without this, coold long exists or 
afford a rational security to its subjects.* For an efficient 
national government large powers were necessary. There 
was more daiirrer in restricting the government than in 
strengthening its hands.-* Since it was to act for the jK'ople, 
it must be able to protect them at home and abroad. For this 
an army and a navy nnist be proTided. The interests of 
agriculture, of commerce, and of manufactures were also to 
be looked to ; and how could these be better secured than 
by a wise system of national laws ? * Without such laws, we 
should be slaves to Europe — slaves to every rival power. 
There would be no uniformity in duties, imposts, excise, or 
prohibitions. Treaties and alliances could not be made. It 
would be in the power of a single state to render the whole 
treaty of commerce a nullity, unleas the general government 
was allowed to conclude such treaty — to setde its terms and 
determine its restrictions. With regard to a revenue, expe- 
rience had taught that little dependence could be placed on 



' The ROYercignty of the natioii, Uau " of In\ t sting Congress, 

irithout coercivf and efticient powers tutod as thut hixly is, with ample 

to collect the strength of it, cannot uutiiorities for^ national j)ur])()se«, 

d«a3fs be depended upon to anmrer appears to me the very ciini:i\ <<( 

the ])urj)(iM's nf goTenunent ; and in ijopnkr nb«urdity an(f maduew." 

acongre>i8ot representatives of foreign Slarshall's Washington, v. 95. 

states there most neoonrily be an * CSomp. An Address to an A»- 

unrea>*onable mixture of powers in the scml ly nf the Friends of American 

same hands." Letters from the Fed- Manuiiictiu^s," by Tench Co.xe,rhilar 

eral Farmer, 10. delphia, 1787. 5 ; and on the army 

* C ompare Letters from the Fcdr and navy, and other powers of w 
end Farmer, 13. fr^vennnrnt, see tlie Federalist, Nosi 

* **To he fearful," says Wasiiiug- xL xiL xxiiL xxxL xxxiii. 

YOL. m. 19 
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CHAP, requisitions, unless they could be enforced. And if needed 
for the benefit of the nation at large, who would say they 
178a. should not be enforcod? In a word, the laws of the United 
States, to be of real value, must comprehend and embrace 
alike all the states in the UDion ; thej most be binding upon 
all ; and the power to enforce them most be vested in the cen- 
tral government In no other way oonld the national dignilj 
be supported and preserved. It would be better to have no 
union thnn a feeble and effeminate one — one that would drag 
out a niisei able and puny existence. 

Against the grant of powers so great, it was contended that 
it was equivalent to an entire surrender of sovereignty from 
the hands of the people to the hands of their rulers ; and that 
what was now granted from motives however well grounded 
would be exacted of posterity as a prerogative. The wisdom 
of this age would then be pleaded by those in authority ; and 
the ee;Jsion thus made would be clothed with the venerable 
habit of ancestral sanction. ^ In reply to this reasonin?, it 
was observed, that the checks and precautions which the con- 
stitution it<^elf provided must, in a great measure, prevent an 
abuse of power, — at kasti in all flagrant instances, — even if 
Oongress should consist wholly of men who were guided by 
no other principle than their own interest Under the inflih 
ence of such checks, this would compel them to a conduct 
which, in the general, would answer the intention of the con- 
stitution.^ 

One other point was alluded to in this discussion — that no 
religions test was provided in the constitution. Mr. Single- 
tary ** hoped to see Christians" in power; ''yet, by the con- 
stitution, a papist or an infidel was as eligible as they.'' But 
Mr. Parsons, in reply, justly observed that *' It must remain 
with the electors to give the govenmient this security ; an 

1 Speedi of Mr. SviniiMt, hi De- * For ^ ivhoilo #fr— j tee 
batr s, ,<;t., 103, ana Carejr's Am. DebolM^ &IV| 8ii>14S. 
Miueum for 17»6, iiL 344. 
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oath will not do it. Will aia unprincipled man be entangled chap. 
bj an oath ? Will an atheist or a pagan dread the vengeanoe 
of the Christian's Ood — a being, in bis opinion, the creature im 
of fiincy and credulity ? It is a solecism in expression. The 

only evidence we can have of the sincerity and excellency of 
a man'? relitrion is a good life; and I trust such evidence 
will be required of every candidate by every elector. That 
man who acts an honest part to his neighbor will most prob" 
ably conduct honorably towards the public.'' ^ 

The ninth section of Ihe first article called forth a 8pfa> 
ited debate relatiye to the sIayo trade and its prohibition. 
Yet it is a noticeable circumstance, however it niav be ac- 
counted for, that, though the speakers were numerous, the 
reporters have enlightened us but sligiitly as to their sayings* 
" Mr. Nealjfrom Kittery," we are told, " went over the ground 
of objection to this section, on the idea that the slave trade 
was allowed to bo continued for twenty years. His profes- 
sion, he said, obliged him to bear witness against any thing 
that should favor the making merchandise of the bodies of 
men ; and, unless his objection was removed, he could not put 
his hand to the constitution. Other gentlemen said, in addi- 
tion to this idea, that tliere was not even a provision tliat the ' 
negroes ever shall be free ; and General Thompson exdaimed^ 
'Mr. President, shall it be said that, after we hare established 
our own independence and freedom, we make slayes of others? 
O Washington ! what a name has he had ! how he has immoi^ 
talized himself ! But he liolds those in slavery who have as 
good a right to be free as he has. ITc is still for self j and, 
in my opinion, his character has sunk iifty per cent.' " 

On the other side," it is added, " gentlemen said that the 
step taken in this article towards the abolition of slavery was 
one of the beauties of the constitution. They obseryed that, 
in the oonfodemtion, there was no provision whatever for its 

* Debates, &c, 72, 123, 124. See also ibid. I5d>168, 190. 
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CHAP, being aboliahed; but this constitution provides that Congress 
J^!^ maj, after twenty years, totally annihilate the slave trade ; 
im and that, as all the states, except two, have passed laws to 
this effect, it might reasonably be expected that it wonld then 
be done. In the interim, all the states w&te at liberty to 
prohibit it." 

This is all tliat is said of the discussion on tho ninth sec- 
tion, except the sij^nificant passage that, on Saturday, the 
debate " continued desultory, and consisted of similar objec- 
tions, and answers thereto, as had been before used. Both 
sides deprecated the slave trade in the most pointed terms. 
On one side, it was pathetically lamented by Mr. Nason, 
Major Lnsk, Mr. Neal, and others, that this constitution pro- 
vided for the continuance of the slave trade for twenty years. 
On the otiier, the lion. .In<lL'"o Dana. ^fr. Adams, and olhors, 
rejoice'l that a door was now to be openod for the ainiiliila- 
tion of this odious, abhorrent practice, in a certain t\m<\" ' 

On a suliseqnent page, there is a report of a speech of Gen- 
eral Heath at a later stage of the convention, in which the 
question of slavery is hinted at ; and, as every thing relating 
to this subject is of interest at the present day, his remarks 
are given, not as concurring in every particular in the views 
presented, but on the ground that every one should s|x?ak for 
himself. "The paraLnaph,'' he olisorved, "respecting the 
migration or importation of such persons as any of the states 
now existing shall think proper to admit, <tc., is one of those 
considered during my absence, and I have heard nothing on 
the subject save what has been mentioned this morning ; bnt 
I think the gentlemen who have spoken have carried the mat- 
ter rather too fiur on both sides. I apprehend that it is not 
in our power to do any thing for or against those who are in 
slavery in the Soutliern Slates. No gentleman wiihiu these 
walls detestjj every idea of slavery more than I do ; it is 

* Dabatei, H3, 144. 
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g^erally detested by the people of this comraonwealth ; and chap. 
I ardently hope that the time will come when our brethren in 
the ^Southern States will view it as we do, and })ut a stop to 178a. 
it ; but to this we have no right to compel them. Two quea- 
. tions naturally. arifli( if we ratify tbe constitutian : Shall we 
do any thing by our act to hold the blacks in slavery? or 
shall we become partakers of other men's sins ? I think 
ndtbienr of them. Each state is sovereign and independent, to 
a certain degree ; and they have a right to, and will, regulate 
their own internal ulTairs as to themselves aj)pcars proper. 
And shall we refuse to eat, or to drink, or to be united with 
those who do not think or act just as we do ? Surely not» 
We are not in this case partakers of other men's sins ; for in 
nothing do we voluntarily encourage the slavery of our fellow^ 
men. A restriction is laid on the federal government, which 
could not be avoided and a union take place. The federal 
conve?jtion went as far as they could. The migration or 
imporialion, kc, is conlined to the states n(j\v existing only; 
new stat^ cannot claim it. Congress, by tlieir ordinance for 
erecting new states, some time since, declared that the new 
states shall be republican, and that there shall be no slavery 
in them. But whether those in slavery in the Southern States 
wiU be emancipated after the year 1808, 1 do not pretend to 
determine ; I rather doubt it" * 

The debate uj)on the remaining article^^ was much more 
summary, and occupies less space in the journal of the con- 
vention. Objections were made to the suspension of the writ 
of Habeas Coipus, on the ground that the time was not lim- 
ited, as in the constitution of Massachusetts. But to this it 
iras replied, that ihe writ would probably never be suapended 



* I>ebate8, Sec, 152, 163. There 
ii 4MW odicv tpcooh OD reoofd oon- 
Otnuns this section; that of Rev. 
Inac Backus, a resix^ctal^le Uajjtist 
olergjman of MidUleboro' j but as 



the ai]gument embraced in it is not 
einineiitly hadd, its insertion irould 

not ]xulicularly enlighten the reader. 
It is given in the Debates, &&, 191, 
192. 
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OOAV. Hwre on "the most urgent and preenng ooearione ; " aod, in 

Bach cases, it was proper that Congress ehoold determine for 

1788. liow long its sjuppcnsion would l^e necessary.* The " powers 
of the judiciary " were likewise discussed ; and an elaljorate 
speech against the provisions of the cons^tution, as " inquisi- 
torial/' was made by Mr. Holmes, of Rochester, and rqdied 
to by Mr. Gore and Mr. Dawee.' The fifth article, prescrib- 
ing the method in which amendments should be made, was 
generally approved ;* but the sixth, which provides that "no 
religious test should ever be required as a qualification to any 
office/' was brielly discussed — tlie olijcctions to it bcinir that 
it was " a departure from the principles of our forefathers, 
who came here for the preservation of their religion, and that 
it would admit deists, athdsts, Ac., into the general gOYern* 
ment" But the liberalitjr of the clause was applauded on the 
other side,'' and "the impropriety, and almost impiety, of the 
requisition of a test, as practised in Great Britain and eUe- 
whcre," was " represented in striking colors.''* 

The *' couvcrsatioQ on the constitution by paragraphs " 
was now ended ; and, as each article had been separately and 
fully considered, Mr. Parsons " moved that this convention do 
assent to and ratify" the same.* The whole subject, by this 
motion, was brought before the assembly ; and remarks wero 
made upon the im|)ortance of the qnestion they were called 
upon to decide — ^ " a question as momentous as ever invited 
the attention of man." " We are soon," said General Heath, 
** to decide on a system of government, digested, not for the 
people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts only, — not for 
the present people of the United States only, — but, in addi- 
tion to these, for all those states which may hereafter rise into 

4 

> Dehato^?. &c., 144, 145. ♦ Dohates, &c., 155-167. Sec ak) 

• Debates, ^Vc, 14G-152. Comp. ibid, lob, and comu. Ckvey't Am. 
Letters from the Federal Fturmer, Muaeum Ibr 1788^ SL 34a. 

19, and the Federalist, No. xxxvil • Debate^ Ab/ 167. 

* Debates, 6ic, 153-idd. 
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edBtenoe wiihiii die Joriadietion of the United States, and for chap 
miUioiiB of people yet unborn ; a aystem of government, not 
for a nation of slaves, bnt for a people as free and as virtuous 1788. 
as any on earth ; not for a con<juered nation, subdued to our 
will, but for a people who have fought, who have bled, and 
who have conquered — who, under the smileB of Heaven, have 
established their independence and sovereignty, and have 
taken eqnal rank among the nations of the earth. In shorti 
air, it is a system of government for ourselves, and Ibr our 
children — for all that is near and dear to as in life ; and on 
the decision of tiie question is susjwnded our political prosfKjr- 
ity or infelicity, perhaps our existence as a nation. What can 
be more solemn? What can be more interesting? Every 
thing depends on oar onion. I know some have supposed 
that, although the nnion should be broken, particular states 
may retain their importance ; but this cannot be. The strong^ 
est-nerved state, even the right arm, if separated from the 
body, must wither. If the great union be broken, our country 
as a nation perishes ; and if our country so perishes, it will be 
as impossible to save a ]>articular state as to preserve one of 
the fingers of a mortified hand." ^ 

It was evident, from the objections which had been urged 
by many members, that the opponents of the constitution were 
nearly, if not quite, as numerous as its friends, and might 
prove more so j * yet it was desii-ablo to secure unanimity, if 



» Debates, &c., 158, 159. The 
remarks of Governor Bowdoin were 
equally to the point, " If the consti- 
tution should be finally accepted," 
said he, " and esLiblUhed, it will com- 
plete the temple ot American liljcrty, 
■nd, like the keystone of a g^nii, 
maenificent arch, he the lK)nd of union 
to keep all the parts tirm and com- 
pacted toffedier. Hay thk temple, 
lacred to Ul>erty and virtue, — sacred 
to iu'^tice, the first and f^reatCHt polit- 
ical virtue, — be dissoluble only by 
tha dMwInrltnn of Natuni and may 



this convention have the distlnpnished 
honor of erecting one of itspillars on 
that lasting foundation." Winthrop's 
AddresseH and Speeches, 127. 

* MudiMin I'aperv, ii. Gf)H. G69 ; 
Letter of Knox, in Sparks's Washing- 
ton, ix. 3 11 . note ; King to Hamilton, 
June 12. 178H, in Hamilton's Works, 
I 456, 457 ; N. Am. Keriew, for Oc- 
tober, 1827, 273; Austin's Lifi» of 
Gerry, ii. 69 ; Hildreth'n U. States 
2d Heries, i. 30. Madison's Letter to 
Washington, Februar)* 3, 1784, gives 
the foUowing extnot from the kttv 
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CHAP. poflBible, or at least a migority, in favor of the instrameat ; for 
if MassaohuBettB rqjeoted it, other states wonld follow her ex- 

178& ample ; and, in the end, the labors of the conTention, and the 
wishes of the peo])Ic, might be defeated. A gOTemment was 

desired by all ; but what it should be they could not agree. 
Entire uiiaiiiiiiity upon any system proposed can never be ex- 
pected ; lor, while the human mind is constituted as it is, a 
whole nation can no more think than see alike. Men have 
ever dilTered, and probably ever will. And these very differ* 
ences, so fiur from bebg an unmixed evil, are, in fact, the safe* 
guards of freedom, and the educators of society.' 

With a view to promote unity, and to secure the vote of 
Massachusetts in favor of the constitution, a proposiiion was 
made by Governor Hancock, the president of the convention, 
which was instantly ooncorred in and approved.* The 8ub> 



of ft Mtmdiuwtte oonupondnit * 

** Never was there an assrmhly in this 
State in possession of greater ability 
and information than the present oon- 
vcntum; yet I am in doubt whether 
they will approve the constitution. 
There are, unhappily, three rarties 
opposed to it : fint, all men who are 
in favor of paper money and tt-ndcr 
laws— these are more or lens in every 
pit of the state; secondly, all the fete 
rostirgents and their alx»ttors — in the 
three great western counties they are 
verj' numerous — we have in Ae con- 
volition eighteen or twenty who were 
actually in Shays's army; thirdly, a 

Seat nuijority of the mt'nlber^ t'roui 
e Proxince of Maine. . . . Add 
to these the lioii.st. tli)ul)liiii» people, 
and they moke u ])()\verlul host. The 
leaders of the party are Mr. Widgerj', 
Mr. Thomson, and Mr. Xason, from 
the Province of Maine, Dr. Taylor, 
from tiw county of Worcester* and 
Mr. Bishop, from the neighborhood 
of Khode IsLmd. To niana^'e the 
cause agoinnt these are the present 
and Ute governors, three judges of tlie 
Supreme Court, fifteen memhers of 
the Senate, twenty irom amon^f the 



most respectable of ^ clergy, tea or 

twelve of the first characters of the 
bar, jud^ of probate, high dmtt 
of counties, and many other rewp e cta- 

ble ])coj)le, merchants, &c, Generals 
Heath. Jjncoln, Brooks, and others 
of tiie late army. With all this ability 
in supjjort of the cause, I am pretty 
well .s;itisH('(I we shall lose the ques- 
tion, unle.Hs we can take oif some of 
the opposition by amendments. I do 
not mean such as are to he made 
conditions of the ratification, but rec- 
ommendations only. Upon this plan, 
I flatter myself we may get a majority 
of twelve or fifteen, if not more. 

' "The difficulty," says John Ad- 
ams to R. I'rice, Apnl 19, 1790, 
in Works, ix. i>G4, '* of bring! n;^ mil- 
lions to agree in any mea-'^ures, to act 
by any nue, can never be conceived 
by him who has not tried it. It is 
incredible how small is the uuniber, 
in any mtion, of those who compre- 
hend any system of constitution or 
administration, and those few it is 
wholly impossible to unite." 

* Governor Hancock was indis- 
posed during a large ])art of the time 
of the sestiioud of the coaveuUou, and 
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fftanee of ibis propodtion was, that if, in the judgment of the cbap. 

coDvention, there were defects in the con.-tilutioii, iind aniond- 
ments wrre deemed necessary, it iniirht l)e advisable to delinc 1788, 
these amendments, and forward them to Congress witii the 
Tote of ratification, as a signification of the wishes of the states 
and an intimation of their desire, before the sabject was folly 
disposed of, that the whole instrument should be carefnllj 
re?i9ed.> Foot or five of the states had assented to the oon- 

stilution willioiit ainciKhiK'nts, tliough with evident reluctance. 
In six of the states, conventions had not yet been held. Hence, 
if, at this juDctore, Massachusetts stepped in, and defined her 
position, as her resolntions had ever had their influence, " the 
necessarjr amendments would be introduced more early and 
mor^ safely " than by any other course. 

The discussion on this pro[)08ition was continued for several 
days, the best men in the coiiveution taking part in the do- 
bate ; a committee was likewise appointed to diaw up the 



Judge William Gushing filled his 
pkce as acting urendent. The charge 
has been mule, that unfiiir means 
were, to some extent, resorteti to, to 
effwt the pass;ige of a vote in fiiTor of 
the constituUon. " The newsiKipers," 
it has been suid, " teemed with essays 
in everj' variety of form j and what 
argument was unable to eftet, nutire, 
hunpoon,and scurrility were exhausted 
to accomplish, borne arts were re- 
torted to, which were 8up(>osed to be 
jmtified by the prcalni ss of* the r>l)- 
ject. Personal addresses, not un- 
mixed with threats, were made to 
•ome of die neniberB, and a narked 
distinction in private intercoune was 
observed towards the 'irreclaimable 
malignantK,' and those who might be 
persuaded tn change their opinions," 
The course of Governor Hancock has 
aho been the subject of aevere re- 
flections ; and it has been insinuated 
that the amendments referred to in 
the text were draughted by the friends 
of the oonatittttioii, who waited npon 



his excellency, and tendered to him 
the honor of projKjsing them in con- 
vention, "'rfie ch inn was irresinti- 
bie. Wrapped in his tlatmels, Han- 
oock, in a day or two, took the chair 
of the convention, and a scene eiisued 
more in the character of a dnimatic 
representition, thnn of that serious 
and important }ni«-iiie>s whicii was 
the occasion of the as-cmhly." Ani> 
tin's Life of Gerry, ii. 70-78. 

■ Debates, &c, 161 et soq. Compw 
Madison Pai)ers, ii. 643-G72. '* The 
intelligence from Mastsachusetts 
gins to be mther ominous to the oon* 
atitutioa. The interest opposed to it 
is reenforced by all connected with 
the late insurrection, and b\ the Prov- 
ince of Maine, which apprehenda cBf^ 
ticnlties under the new system in 
obtaining a separate government, 
greater than may be otnerwise ex- 
perienced. The deci-sion of Massa- 
chusetti^. in either way, will decide 
the vote of this state, [Virginia.] " 
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CHAP, amendments ; and, on the stzth of February, the miun qwh 
^Ji^ tion was taken, and decided in the aflfirmatiTe by a vote of 
1788. one hundred and eijfrhty-seren to one hundred and sixty-eight. 

IP^ilw flu 

The delegates i'vom Suffolk county, which theo embraced the 
present county of Norfolk, votod thirty-four yeas to five nays;' 
in Essex, the vote stood thirty -eight to six;''* in Middlesex, 
aerenteen to twenty-five ;^ in Hampshire, thirty-three to nine- 
teen ; * in Plymouth, twenty-two to six ; * in Barnstable, aerem 
to two in Bristol, ten to twelve ;7 in York, six to eleven ; 
in Duke's, both towns voted in the affirmative ; in Worcester, 
seven to forty-three in Cumberland, ten to eight; in Lin- 



' Captain Southworth, of Stough- 
ton, Mr. Comstock, nf "\Vrt'?itKam, 
Mr. itiindall, of Sharon, Mr. lUchard- 
aon, Jun., of Medway, and Rev. Noah 
Alden, of Ik'Hin^'ham, were tli(> five 
diaaeatienUu One each of the dele- 
gation from Stoui^hton and Wren- 
tham voted in the iifTirniative, and all 
of the delegates frnni Hoston, Uox- 
bury, Dorchester, Milton, Wtymouth, 
Hnqjfaam, Bmintree, Urookline, l)ed- 
hUB, Needham, Medfield. Walpolo, 
Fhttlklin, Chelsea, Foxt)oro', and 
HnlL 

• In the iiffirmritive, Sjilcni, New- 
bovy, Ncwburyuurt, Beverly, Ipnwich, 
Marbkhead, Gloaeeiter, Lynn and 
Lynnfield, Haverhill, Topslield. Salis- 
bury. Amesbury , Hradtbrd, Wenham, 
Manclu'ster; in the negative, J)an- 
vers, Aiido\ er, Itowley, iioxford* and 
Methu(M). One of the three dekgatea 
from Andover voted yea. 

' In the affinnabTe, Cambridge^ 
Charlcstown. Concord. Xewton. Fra- 
mingham, Lexington, Shelbume, Sud- 
bury, Maiden, Weeton, Medfind* 
Stow, Waltham, Draeut, Dunstable, 
Lincoln ; in the nep^ative. Waters 
town, Wohum, Iteadiii^, Marlboro', 
Billerica. Chelmsford, Ilopkinton, 
Wi sitonl, Ciroton, Shirley, PepperelL 
Townsend, Bedford, UollistOD, Acton 
and Garlidle, Wilmington, Tewluibury, 
Littleton, .\shbv, Natiok, StODtham, 
and East Sudbuxy. 



* In the affirmative, Springfield, 
Xorth:impt<>n and Eii»ithampton, 
Suutlianiptoii. Ifadlev, South liadley, 
Hatfield,Westfield, Northfield, Brim- 
field, Cliarlemoni, Chester. Wortb» 
ingtoD, Chestertield, Norwich, West" 
hunpton, Ciumingliam and Pla»* 
field, Buekland, and Longmeadoiri n 
the negative, West Springfield, Wfl- 
braham, Amhent, Grunby, Whately, 
Williamsbnrg, Deerfield, ' Greenfieli, 
Shelbiinie. Coinvay, Sunderland, Mon- 
tague, S. Hriintield, Monaon, Pelham, 
Greenwich. Bbndford, Palmer, Orai^ 
\-ille. New Salem, Belchertown, Cole- 
rain, \\'are, Warwick and Orange, 
Bemardffton, Ariifield, Sbutesbuiy, 
Southwick, Ludlow, and Leverett. 

* In the affirmative, Plymouth, 
Scituate, Marshfield, Bridgewater, 
Duxbury, Pembroke. Kingston, Han- 
over, Ahington, Halifax, and Ware- 
ham ; in the negative, Jiochester and 
Plym|)ton ; divi&d, !kfidd]cibofo^. 

" In the affirmative, Barnstable, 
Yarmouth, Harwich, Welltleet, and 
Fahnouth; in the native. Sand- 
wich. 

' In the affimiative, Attlelxiro', 
Dighton, Fn'etown, New Betlibrd, 
Westport ; in the negative, Reho> 
both, Swanzey, Dartmouth, Norton, 
£a8toD, and Mansfield j divided, 
Taunton. 

* In the affirmative^ IrfUmatM^ 
Southboro', Bolun, T i Tiniiinrlirr i 
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6ob, nine to botod ; and in Berkshire, seven to fifteen^ The chap. 

strongest negative vote, it will be seen, was cast in the conn' ^J^^ 
tics in which the distnihanccH liad recently occurred, and in ijss. 
the Dii^trict of Maine. The strongest affirmative vote was 
east in the first settled towns and coanties in the state — Bos- 
ton and Plymonth, in this respect, standing shoulder to shoni* 
der, the descendants of the Pilgrims and the descendants of 
tiie Puritans acting together. The larger towns, the seats of 
trade and nietlianical industry, with very few exceptions voted 
in the affirmative ; tlie smaller towns, inhabited by a rural 
population, by a large loiyority voted in the negative. Thus is 
it often the case, — and experience confirms the conclusion, — 
that the rural districts are jealous of the commercial, and that 
apparent difference of interest separates men widely from each 
other in their political views.* 



WeRtem, Athol, and Sterling; in the 
negative, Worcester, Mendnn, Brook- 
field, Oxford, Charlton, Sutton, I^iccs- 
ter, Sjtenccr. Kutland, Paxton, Ouk- 
ham, Barre, llubbardtiton, New lirain- 
tTMf Westboro** Noithbore^f Shrews" 
huTX, Luncnliur-,'. Fitchlmrg, Ux- 
brid^, Harvard, Dudley, Upton, 
Sturhri(l«?e, Hardwick, Holden, ] )oug^ 
la-s (irafjon, Pett-rsham, KoyaU- 
ton, Wc-^lminfttT, Tem])lt'tnn, Ash- 
bumham, Wiiichoiuloii, Northbridfjt', 
Ward, MiUbfd, and Boylnton. 

' In the affirmative, Shelficld and 
Mu Washington, Ureal Barrington, 
Stockbridfe, WOliamirtown, Beoket, 
and Now Slailboro'; in the nt';,'ativc, 
Fittsficid, Kichnutiid. benox, bane»- 
boro', Adams, l^^^rcmont, W. Stock- 
bridgi?, AUfird, 'ryrin<;hum, boudon, 
Windsor, I'artndu'tHcld, llaacOGk* 
l*e, Washington, bandislicld, 

* Gbmp. Sparks's Wsnhingtan, ix. 
810, 311, note. 333, notej Ooef* 
Am. MuM>um tor 1788, iiL 3i7-3d& 
In nearly all the great oomniefdal 
cities, as' Bo^too, Sew York, Pliilar 
dolj)hiii, Baltimore, and Charle«<ton, 
the ucceptiuice of the new syutem wa« 
Miebntedirith no fittb pomp} and 



in Philadelphia, in particular, the pro- 
ceedings were on a scale nf unuimal 
magmfioenee; In Providt nee, lum> 
ever, nn attemjjt to add to the cere- 
monies of the fourth of July rejoicinga 
that the constitution was to go into 
effect, was defentrd hy a mob of a 
thou»and men lirum the neighboring 
country towns, some of them annec( 
and beaded by a judge of the Supreme 
Cotirt, who compelled the citizens to 
strikeout fnun tluir ])ro;;ramme all 
reference to the constitution. The 
pr(x;eediiif^ in New York wi re like- 
wise snecnnl at in Green leaf s I'olitical 
R^liater, arid a dispara^ng aooount 
of the ])rocession was t,'i\ ( ii : and in 
Albany a >iolent coiiijauu took piacei, 
in which clubs and stones, and even 
swords and bayonets, were freely used* 
Comp. Carey's Am. Musi'um for 1788, 
iiL lG;i-l(w', ii. ol-lH -, Hildrelh'sU. 
S., 2d series, L 25-30. *«The triumpli 
of the constitution })artv in Mass** 
cbusetts," says Austin, life of Geaft 
iL 79, «was celebrated with all the 
paj?eantr)' of conquest No uctory 
of the revolution was annoimced with 
greater enthuHiaitm. mid on no oocar 
■on WM the exultation of w ieeea s 
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OEAP. The amendments to the constitation were embodied in nine 
^J3!w curdcles, the substance of which was, that all powers not esr 
1788. prcssly delegated to Congress should be reserved to tlie states ; 
that there sliouhl be one representative to every tliirty thou- 
sand inhabilaiits until the number reached two liundred ; that 
the powers of the fourth section of the first article should be 
exercised only in case of the neglect or refusal of any state to 
make the regulations mentioned in.it ; that direct taxes should 
be laid only as a last resort^ in the failure of other sources of 
revenue ; that no commercial monopolies should be created ; 
that trials for capital offences should be preceded by an indict- 
ment by a iiraiid jury, except in a few specified ciuses ; that 
the Supreme Judicial Court should have no jurisdiction of 
causes between citizens of different states, unless the matter in 
dispute was of the value, at the least, of three thousand dol- 
lars ; that civil actions between such citizens should be tried 
by a jury, if the parties requested ; and that Congress should 
at no time consent that any person holding an office of trust 
or profit under the United States should accept a title of 
nobility, or any other title or oilice, from any king, prince, or 
foreigu state.^ 



more oflfennrely disnlaved. The vaii- 
quiKhed in battle nad been treated 
•with greater kindness thaii those in 
debate. Instead of the courteotisd^ 
• meanor which thf i.-allant oonqueror 
of a forcijfu loe deems it honorable to 
tname, there wm a dinplay of that 
■■pen ilini^ superiority which marks 
' the thiuuplui of a 8er>-ile war. The 
state of ]Mutieii, neither in the 
veution nor amonj^ the people, could 
have juHtilied this most extravagant 
rgoictn}^, had it not been considered 
the moNt elfective measure to swell 
the actual stnuirib of the majority, 
and to extend the iutlueuce of Ma.s(«a- 
ohoaetts into stateairiiere conventions 
were yet to ass<^'mble. Doubtful of the 
real state of public u]>iiuon, the cou- 
•titiitioD party detennuied to awmne 



its control, and to secure by apparent 
acclamation what had been carried 
with exceeding (Utticulty through the 
forms of debate." 

' Debates, .S:c., 223, 221; Elliot's 
Debates; ('arev's Am. Mu.seum for 
n%8, SL 161, 162, 146-1 da For 
the amendments prn[>os(<l by the 
other states, see Hist. Cong., 146 ct 
•eq. ; ElfiotV Pebates ; Hildreth's U. 
S., 2d series, i. 112-nK; Pitkin's 
U. S., ii. 331-335. Pennsylvania pro- 
posed fourteen; Murjlaiid, twenty- 
eight ; South CaroUniS four ; New 
liamjwhirc, twelve ; Vir]L,'«iia. twenty ; 
New York, thirty-two; Xortii C-aro- 
lina, twenty-six ; and KhoAe Island 
twenty-one; — but in many r>ases the 
sugirestions were ideuticail or vcrv 
Bmuir. None of them aeiiovly 
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The Mse&t and ratification of the state, vith the recommen- chap. 
dation •»! iqjmKitioa attached. «u ordered to be engroned 

on iMurchment, signed by the preeident and vice president of iin* 

the convention, countorsipfned by the secretary, and transmit- 
ted " to the United States in Conp^ress aspembled ; " and, after 
several gentlemen, who had formerly opposed the constitution, 
had expressed their intention to concur in the action of the 
state, and to endeavor to promote unity, the pay roll was 
passed, and a Tote of thanks to the president, the vice presi- 
dent, and the reverend dergy who had officiated as chaplains ; 
and It was *' voted, that, when the bnsiness of the convention 
shall \)e completed, the members will proceed to the State 
House to take an allectionato leave of each other."' 

Thus closed the Massachusetts conventioa for the ratifica- 
tion of the constitntion. The small majority in favor of that 
ratification is proof that the constitution did not meet the 
approVhl of all ; and the fact that, in every state, many oppo- 
nents were found,* shows how difficult — nay, impossible — it 
is, even under the most favoraljle circumstances, for the wisest 
and best to framo an unexceptionable system of government. 
It will be conceded, however, by those who look at the sub- 
ject in its broadest relations, that perhaps, upon the whole, it 
was better for the interests of the country, and more conducive 



fecteil the practical operation of the merits of the iuBtrument would not 

new government, or interfered with have Mcured its adoption, fodeed* 

the groat compromises on which the it is scarcely to be douhfed tliat, in 

whole system was based. 8ome of the adopting »tate», a ma- 

' Deoatea, ftc., 224, 281. jority of the i>eoj)le were in the oppo- 

' Marshall's AVashin^ton, v. 132. wtioii. In all ot them, the numerpug 

•* So balanced were parties in some of amendnienta which were projjosed, 

them," says the latter, " that even demonstrate the reluctance with Mliich 

alter the subject had been disctmed the new govt num nt was accepted; 

for ;\ rnnsideruble time, the fate of the and that a dread of disnioinhfrment, 

Coiistiiulion ccjuld hardlv be conjee- not an approbation of the j)articular 

tured; and so small, m many in- system under coiuideration, had in> 

■tances. was the majority in its iavor, duced an acquiescence in it." See 

as to alford strong ground for the also Uiidreth's U. S,, 2d sciies, L 

oimiion that, had the influence of 29, 35. 
onanclerbeen icmoved, the SBtiiiiBO 



Digitized by Google 



802 ACTION OF CONGUESS. 

CHAP, to a Spirit of submission, that there should hare been doubts 
^^JJJ^ of the Buccesa of the scheme, rather tbao on overweening coi^ 
im fidence in its triumph. This, of itself, was a eheck againet 
innoTatioBs and all rash attempts to subvert the goyemment 
It strengthened that oenseryative element, without whieh soch 
ety rapidly degenerates. It fostered a jealousy of l)0(h measures 
and men. The bounds of autljority were watched with vi<ri- 
lancc. Encroachments and usurpations were speedily checked. 
And the people, to this day, dierish a reverential regard for 
that union, effected at the cost of so mnch treasure and blood, 
and around which the hopes of the nation are dnstered.* 
Our constitution/' wrote John Adams, ** was made onlj for 
a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any otlier."^ Such has ever 1>een, and .''Ui h. it 
is to be hoped, will cootiuue to be, the general character of 
the people of Uiis country. 

The ratification of the oonstitution having been made by 
the vote of the requisite number of states,' the General Con' 
B«p. 13. gress passed a resolve '* that the first Wednesday in January 
next be the day for appointing electors in the several states 
which beloro the said day shall have rutilied the said constitu- 
tion : that the first Wednesday in February next be the day for 
the electors to assemble in their res{)ective states, and vote 
* for a president ; and that the first Wednesday in March next 
be the time, and the present seat of Congress [New York] 



' Comp. N. Am. Kev. for July, 
1841 53 

• I.ett( r of Oct. 11, 179«. to the 
Officers of the First Brigade of the 
Thhd TM^fiMon of the Militia of Masa., 
in Works ix. 229. 

' The ratification by the different 
states took place w follows : — 

Delaware, December 7, 17K7. 

Pennsvlvaiiia, DrccmlHT 12, 17K7. 

New Jersey. Dt-ceraber 18, i7»7. 

OeOfgis), January 2, 1788. 

Ooonecticut, Janiuury 9, 1788. 



Massachusetts, Fobniar) G, 1783. 
Man land, April 2K. I7 s,s. 
Soulh Can>Iina, May 23, 17H8. 
New Ilamjpsbire, June 21, 1788. 
Virg:inia, June 26, 178R. 
New York, Julv 20. 17.S8. 
X. Carolina, NovemlnT 21, 1788. 
Rhode Island, May 29, 1790. 
The datea vary in different tables, 
as Dclawan*, December '.i : iViuisyl- 
vauia, December 13; New Jersey, 
Decein1)er 19; Virginia, June 26 1 
North Caraliiui, December 2L 
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WASHINGTON LOOKED TO FOR PRfiSiPENT. 30E 

the place, for eommencing prooeediogs under said conBtitiir chap. 
tion."i 

All eyes, from the begbnlog, were tamed to General Waaik- 1768. 
ington as the one who, aboTe all others, was preemfnentlj 
qualified to fill so important a station as that of first president 

of tlie United States. It was believed, bv tliose who knew 
him best, that he might l)o placed at tlie liead of the nation 
without excitin;^ the spirit of envy ; that he alone possessed, 
in an unliuuted d(^roe, the confidence of the people ; and that, 
under his auspices, tlie friends of the new government might 
reasonably hope to see it introdooed with a firmness, and con- 
ducted with an ability, a prudence^ and a forecast, which wonld 
enable it to resist the assaults of its foes and the plots of its 
adversaries. But Washington was inclined to domestic retire- 
ment, and earncHtly desired to spend tlie evening of his life in 
the bosom of his family, aloof from the scene of political con- 
tention. Could any inducements prevail with him to relin- 
quish these views, and to gratify the wishes of his friends and 
the public? ** We cannot do without yon." " Yon must be 
the president No other man can draw forth the abilities of 



' Statesman's Manual, ii. 1507. 
The butldiii^ in which Conjfres« was 
to meet, aiiu which the Contiiienlal 
CongresH Imd previoufdv occupieil, was 
the old City Hall, of New York, situ- 
ated on Wall Street, opjiosito Kroad 
Street — the Bite of the present 
Uniled Statm Ctaatom House; but, 
aa this stnicture had fallen Into de- 
cay, rej)air» were necessarj- ; the lunds 
for the same, in the exhausted state 
of the trea-siirk', were advanced hf 
several wealtlu citizens; and the reno- 
vated edifice, cailtd " Federal Hall," 
was ))laced by the city at the 6i»r 
posal of the j^ovemment. Hildreth's 
tl. S., 2d Herie.H, i. 46. By the terms 
of the new conHtitution, MMsachO" 
setts was entitled to citxht representa- 
tiTes in the Geueral Ckni^^ress : and the 
iizst eketkm, which was warmly conn 
fitted, took plMe in 1780. Atthefinfc 



trial, but four were chosen — Fish- 
er Ames, George Partridge, George 
Leonard, and George ThatcluT. The 
vacancies were subsequently tilled by 
the choice of Elbridf^e Oeny, Benja- 
min Goddlnie, Jonathan Grout, and 
Theodore bed^wicL Bradford, ii. 
835 } Authi's life of Oenrv, ii. ehtp. 
nil HiUheth'H U. S., 2d series i. 12, 
43. Samuel Adams was the com- 
petitor of Fisher Ames ; Grout, from 
the Worcester district, was an ant^ 
federalist, and a partisan of Shavs ; 
Theodore SedgwicK was a federalist j 
the opponent of Gerry, in the Middle 
sex district, was Nathaniel Gorham ; 
and Benjamin Goodhue was from the 
Essex district Partrid^ was cboMB 
fn)m the Plymouth district, and Leon- 
ard and Thatcher from the othenw 
The senators chosen wen Tristnm 
Dalton and Caleb Strang. 
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CHAP. OUT country into the various departments of civil life." " With- 
Jii^ out you, the goTemment can have but little chance of micceRS, 
1788. and the people of that happiness which its prosperity must 
yield." Such was the burden of the letters he received from 
Ms companions in arms, and from distinguished civilians.* 
Nor were these persuasions without their effect. At first, his 
scruples seemed to be insurmountaUle. Distrust of liis own 
abilities, and the modestv which had always distin<ruished his 
character, led hira to fear that, amidst so many obstacles as 
must necessarily arise, and the conflict of opinion which had 
not yet subsided, it would be difficult, if not impossible, for 
the best intentioned to manage so prudently as to escape all 
censure ; and though he was ready to sacrifice, at the call of 
his country, personal ease and domestic tranquillity, he couM 
not conceal from himself the fact, that, to extricate the conn- 
try from its financial embarrassment^ and to establish a gen- 
eral system of policy which, if pursued, would insure permanent 
felicity to the nation, required a more than ordinary degree 
of patriotism, and an abn^tion of self and of the motives 
which are often most powerful with the aspiring, to discharge 
successfully the arduous duties whidi his statlcm would im^ 
pose.* 



' Sparks's Washington, ix. 371 et sonahle compact In c\\i\ society'. It 

aeq. ; MarsbaH'B VVashin^a, t. 133 wati to be, iii the first iiutance, in a 

'150 ; HamfltonV Woriu, L 474. ooniddenible degree, a MTernment of 

* S("t» his letter* to diftrent friends, uccominodation, as well as a goveni- 

m Sjiarks's Washington, x. '* Al- ment of laws. Much was to be done 

though," lie wrote to Catharine Ma- b) nrudence, much hy oonciliatioo, 

caulav (intham, January 9, 1790, much b> iirmucss. Few, who are not 

" neiilicr the ])resent a^' nor postentv pliilosophical speculntors, can realize 

may jxvs.^ibly give me hill credit lor liie dittieull and delicnte j>:irt which a 

fhe feeliniTi which 1 have expcrienoed man in my situation h id to act. All 

on this subject, yet I have a conscious- see, and most admin . tlic gl uc wliii h 

ne«s tiiat nothing short of an ab(M>lute hovers round tlie exieniai haupiness 

conviedoo of duty could ever have of elevated office. To me, were ia 

brooght nu' upnn :hc scenes of pviblic nothing in it beyond the lustre which 

fife again, 'i'hc establiitkmcDt of our mav be reflected irom its connection 

new c:ovemment seemed to me to be with a power of promoting hiunaa 

the last gr»at experiment for pro- felidty." 
motiDg human ha|n>iaeM by a rea- 
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Happily for the ootmtry, he did not loDg remain in sospense. chap. 
Convinced as he was that nothing bat. harmony, honesty, 
indostry, and fmgaUty were ** neoesaarj to make ns a great im 

and ha])})\ people/' he was at the same time ready to acknowl- 
edge that " the present posture of affairs, and the prevailing 
disposition of liis couiitiyiiicn, promised to coojxjrate in ostiib- 
lishin^ these four great and essential pillars of public felici- 
ty;"^ and when he was iuformed by Charles ThompeoQ, the A|c. 14. 
secretary of the old Congress, that, by the nnanimoos and 
nninflnenced rote of an immense continent,* he was called to 
Ibe chief magistracy, he left his home, where his hopes had Apt; 
been garnered, to " embark ^gain on the tempestnons ocean of 
public life."' John Adams, of Massachusetts, who had re- 
ceived the next highest vote, was to be associated with him 
iu the office of vice president ; and, two days before the 
arrival of Washington at New York, — whither he was 
attended by the prayers of the people, and hj warm demon- 
strations of nnboonded respect, — Mr. Adams took his seat in 
the Senate, and addressed that body in a dignified speech, con- A9r.aL 
gratnlating them npon the formation of a national oonstita- 
tion, and the fair prospect of a consistent administration of a 
government of laws."* 



> Marshall's Wai«hin<rtnn, V. 150. Jun., and MoMi OiU. Brmdford, iL 

■ The electors met in the different 335. 

•lites tn Febniar) , 1 7d9, to emt their * Washington to Edwud Bntledgeb 

TOtes for prenident, &c. ; and the May 5, 17^, in Spidu*a Waihing- 

deetioDs of senaton and repreiientfr> ton, x. 1. 

tires to Congress took place about * Jour. Sen., 14, 15; J. Adams'i 

the same time. Washinfyton received Works, ix. ; Hist, Cong., 25-27; 

six tv-nine votes — thr whole number Marshall's Washington, v. 161,162; 

cast; and John Adams thirty-four, Simrks's Washington, x. App. 1 ; 

thus lacking one of a majority, but Plildreth's U. S.. 2d series, i. ,'i'i~.)H. 

■nfficient, a** the constitution stood, to It shoidd l)o ohserAed tlint, on the d iy 

make him yice president. Uildreth's appointed for the assembling of Con- 

U. S., 2d wries, I 40, 48, 49. The grass,— March 4, 1788, -> only e%ht 

electors from Ma'^snrhusrtts were Wil- senators and thirteen representatives 

liam Cusliing, William Shepard, Wil- appeared, — not a quorum of either 

Bam Sex'er, Walter ^ooner, David body? nor was it until tfie first cf 

Scwall, Caleb Davis, Francis Dana, April that a quorum of the House 

Samuel Henabaw, Samuel Fhillipib was present, and it was the sixth b»> 
VOL. m. 20 



Digitized by Google 



806 



CEREMONIES OF INAUGURATION. 



CHAP, The ceremonies of inanguratioii were adjusted by CoDgreSB ; 

^2 ^^ and, on the day assigned, the illustrious Washington appeared 
1789. in the senate chamber, to take, in the presence of both HooseB 

Apr.;io. (^oQgf^ the Bolemn oath prescribed by the constttation. 
Great preparations had been made for this event Pnblio 
cnriosity was M\j arovsed ; and, to gratify the wishes of the 
multitudes who had thronged thither to witness the imposing 
scene, an open gallery, adjoininsr tlie senate chamber, was 
selected as the place in which the oath should be administered. 
The oath was taken ; the chancellor exclaimed, " Long live 
George Washington 1 " the first measage was deliTcred, and 
listened to attentively; the replies of the Senate and the . 

^'^^ House were retnmed ; and, amidst the heart}' congratulations 
of its friends, the government of the United States was peace* 
ably establishetl.^ 

It is imi)ossil)le to reflect upon the incidents described in 
this chapter witliout being impressed with a sense of devout 
gratitude, that the crisis, which threatened for a time to be 
attended with disastrous results, should have been passed 
through BO safely, and that the issue should have been the 
revival of confidence and of public security. The agitatioii, 
indeed, had been too great to be instantly calmed ; and that 
the Jictive «)jiponents of tlie new system should iinniediately 
become its friends, or relinquish the fears of its stability they 
had so often expressed, would have been a victory of reason 

jbre a mionim of the Senate appeared, ident, and members of Oop j n ew pro- 
Jour, ben. and House ; Hist. Cong. ; ceedeU to St. Paul's Chajiel, to near 
8tate<tinan*B >[anual ; Hildretk &c di\ine service, performed by the Ilight 
I Jour. Senate, 10-20, 22, 23, 26, Kev. Samuel Provost, cnaplaia of 
27 ; Jour. H. of R., 11, 12, 15, 19, CoDKresA. lately ordained fanfaop of 
20, 24, 27, 2S; Sjnrk'i's Woshintj- Now York. In the evcni*n<» there \itl8 
ton, x., A[)]). i.. and Life of Wii.sli- a di-pluy of liri'works at the Hattery, 
inffton ; Marshall's Wadungton, v. and the liouses of the French and 
167-17 '); Hi-<t. of Con prew, 28-37 ; SiKuiish ministers were ilhiniinated- 
Pitkin'K tiist. U. S., il 318-325 ; Uil- The legislature of Massachu^ttK for- 
dnth*8 U. S., 2d series, I 66-4& At mided an addraia to Washington 
tile conclusinn of the ceremoniea of soon after his inauguration, whioi ia 
inauguraiioQ, the pretudeuV vioe pcea* given in ^xadfoxd, IL 336| 337. 
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over passion, or a sarrencler of indiyidaal judsrment to the CBAP. 

decision of a maiority, examples of wliicli are rarely ^-iven in 
the i-oniliict of hiiinau atVairs.' Yet, whatever iiii-uivinirr^ were 17M. 
cheri.sheil in secret, and whatever murmurs were ojtenly utr 
tared, there was a general acquiescence in the will of the peo- 
ple, and a general readiness to cooperate in sustaining the 
government, that the experiment of its utility might be fiiirly 
tried, and that its failure, if it did fail, might result from its 
inhoront tlofects ratiier than from external opposition. That 
it has not yet failed, is proof, not only of the wisdom of its 
franuus, bnt of the virtue of the people. Had the people 
been fickle, the government could never have subsisted to 
this time. 

There are grave questions connected with our great national 
compact which have long excited the attention of the thought* 

ful. AVhether the system, in all its i>arts, is adjnsted in the 
best manner ; whether there arc defects which it is possible 
to remedy; whether innovations have not crept in, whieh have 
tended to divert it from its original intention ; and whether 
the evils it was designed to obviate have not, to some extent, 
appeared in a new form, and with a promise of increasing and 
dangerous growth, are points upon which the wisest have 
differed in opinion. Jt should be borne in mind that, if no 
human system of government is, or can V>e, ab-ulutely perfect, 
checks and balances, however useful, arc like two-edged swords, 
capable of doing great mischief ; and that the passions of men 
are often their executioners, and always to be dreaded when 
heated and inflamed. Yet confidence is* necessary in the 81M^ 
cess of our "experiment" — a confidence based upon the 
arrangements of Providence. If we are true to ourselves, true 
to our country, and true to our God, we have nothing to fear. 
Kccreancy to such priociples, a selfish imprudence, and con- 

* ManhdFb Wuhington, v. 176, 177. 
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QUESTIONS COKNECTED WHB H. 



GEAP. tempt of an aathoritf superior to all human enactments, and 
binding upon all nations, will assoredly result in cor signal 
im defeat* 



* If," says tlif autlior of Political aiid the depravity of others, have ad- 
Sketches, 12, " a theatre for the duK mitted for })ur])Ose8 of speeolative ttu 
play of the preat drama of the human giiment." For excellent remark** on 
character was ever fondly formed in the constitution and its value, see Story 
tiie bnun of a Locke, ore Sidney, the on tlie ConiL ; the Writin|i^ of Waali* 
United States, at this moment, and injfton, and John Adams ; Webster's 
in that indeed ureceding their rev- Works, passim ; Curtia's Hist of the 
ohition, reafixed the pmlomphica] Const ; XustinlB life of Oerry, tdL n. 
expecfiition. So nearly liave they cha]). ii.,&c. In 1791, James Sullivan, 
approached perfection, tiiat the great Esq., aftei^rards Governor SullivaOi 
and unexceptionable correctness and published, at BoKtnn. a senes of ** OIh 
parity of their democrades are the servations upon the Gofanunent of 
only ob)»Ttions raised against tlioir the U, S. of America," in a pamphlet 
pracliaibiiity aud duration. IJut m of fifty-six {wges, to which a reply was 
thbobjeetioQ a number of false i)rem- puhli'^hed at Charle;«ton, S. Caxolinaf 
iscfl are aRKume'l : premises which the m 179 J, by a citizen of that " ~ 
history of mankind will by no means a pamphlet of fifty pa^es. 
maantj whicbtheindolenoeofKniMk 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



PROM THE ADOPTION OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION TO 
THE ELECTION OF ELBBIDGE QElUiY. 



By the adoption of the state constitution, in 1780, Massa- chap. 
cfanaettSy as an independent commonwealth, secured for her 
dtueos an admirable system of internal gOTemmentt emineutlj im 
adapted to promote their proaperily ; and, 1^ the adoption of 
the federal eonstitation in 1788, her relatire position in the 
Union was established. Her history, therefore, from this time 
forth, is of a twofold character — internal and external. It 
is impossible to do justice to the conduct of her statesmen, 
or to sketch in full the part she has taken in developing the 
greatness of the conntiy, without speaking as well of her 
actions abroad as of her measures at home — of the strength 
she has lent to the national councils, and of the steps by which 
her own progress has been essentially promoted. In both 
, these respects she has ever maintained a commanding posi- * 
tion ; her views and her principles have been of vital impor- 
tance ; the weight of her influence has been every where ielt ; 
and no state in the Union stands higher, this day, in the eeti> 
mation of intelligent foreigners and intelligent Americans, 
than Old Massachusetts. 

Soon after his inau<^iiration as president of the United 
States, General Washingtoo, desirous to rev isit the spot where 
he had first served as oommande^ln-chief of the army of the 
revolution, and anxious to observe personally the condition of 
the oountiy, and the disposition of the people towards the 
government and its measures, as well as to reenift his health, 
which was feeble, availed hiiuself of the opportunity which the 

(809) 



810 wasbikgton's visit to boston. 

CHAP. recesB of Gongress afforded for a respite from official cares to 
^J^^make the toor of the Eastern States. The resolution once 
im. taken, it was carried into effect. He commenced his joumegr 

Oct* li0 

' in company with Major Jackson and Mr. Lear, gfentlomcn of 
his fauiily ; and, after pa.ssinsr (hronL^h ('onuorticui and Mas- 
sacliusetts, and as far to the nortii as I'ortsuiouth, New llanip- 
sbire, he returned by a different route to New York, where he 

ifoT.18. arriyed in the following month. The incidents of this joor- 
nej are detailed in the papers with considerable fulness ; and 
the reception of his excellency by the citizens of Boston^ the 
executive of the commonwealth, and the inhabitants of the 
towns which he visited in liis proirress, was such as had never 
before been triven to any individual.' 

Oct. 24. XUe procession in JJoston was of nnnsual length, and all 
classes were represented in it — tlie hiiihest oflScers in the 
state, as well as those in the humbler walks of life, uniting in 
expressions of respect to their visitor. The people, indeed, 
were " universally animated with the liveliest sentiments of 
gratitude and veneration," and manifested their feelings " by 
various dumonsLiatiuus of joy and exultation." ■ ** We meet 



* Mnnliall's Wnshington, v. 224, in the Massachusetts M:u;arine iot 
225; Bradi'ord, iL 342 et ftcq. The Januan, 1790. This arch, wtiich was 
State of Rhode Inland had not, at comidmd as a model of cle^ce and 
this time, ratiticnl the fwleral consti- 1h auty, was dosi<;ne(l l)y Mr. C. C. 
tution ; nnd it was, probulilv, for this IJuIfinch, and the colonnade h\ Mr. 
reawn, that Washin«»'t on did not visit Dawes. The former wa."* eighteen 
it durinj^ his tour. Comp. Spark'^'.s feel hi<;h, and was compoved of a 
Washiii-^'oTi. X. .Sf), 11, 4<>, note, 70. central an li, fourt* en fi ct wide, iind a 
The entiui.-i.iMn of the jjeople is i«mallcr iirch on each .'»ide, sevea feet 
praphicaily ]>ortraycd in a letter of tnde. with an Ionic piUar and proper 
rrumhull to W'olcDtt. of Connecticut, imiio^ils lietwiv^ii tlicm." Tlie frieze 
"We have gone through," Hays he, exhiliilcd thirteen stans on a bJue 
"all the |K>|iuih grades of worship, fmrand, and a handsome white onr- 
and the pn-i'l' nt returns all fnitrrimt nice was carried to the hei^zht of the 
mth the odor ol incense." liildreth's platlbrm. Above was a j aimed bal- 
U. 8., 2d series, L 160. ostmde, of interlaced work, in the 

* For an account of tin • i Kced- centre of which was an oval tablet, 
inps in Boston, see Mass. Mai^. for 5nscril)ed on one side "To the man 
1789, and the Bo«)ton new-iiapcrs. who unites all hejirts," and on llie 
A "description of the triuni] hal arch other. " 1\) Columbia's favorite son." 
and coIoinNidc «T<-ct«'(l in h(>nor of the At the end ndi'iininL: the .State Housie 
preiddcul of the U. btaics," ap|)eared was a panel, liecuruud with a troplyy, 
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yon, sir, at this time/' was the language of the address of the OBap. 
Governor and Council, "with onr hearts replete with the,3?2L 

waiiiic.-t alVection and cstoom, to ex)>res8 the high satistai tiou 1789. 
we ft'i'l in your vi.>it to the (yonimonweulth of Mas^^achusett8. 
We can never forget the time when, in the earliest stage of 
the war, and the day of our greatest calamity, We saw yoo at 
the head of the army of the Uaited States, commanding troops 
determined, though then andisciplined, by your wisdom and 
Talor, to prevent a saniruine and well-appointed army of onr 
enemies from spreadinji: (h'vastulinn through our eountrv, and, 
sooner tliau we hatl rea^^on to expect, obliging tliem to aban- 
don the capital. Wc have since seen yon in your high oonih 
mand, superior to the greatest fatigues and hardships, success- 
fully conducting our armies through a long war, until our 
enemies were compelled to submit to terms of peace, and 
acknowledge that independence which the United States, in 
Congres.^ assembh'd, liad before asserted and ])roclainu'd. We 
now iiave the pleasure of seeing you in a still more exalted 
station, to whieh you have been clceted by the unanimous 
suffrages of a free, virtuous, and grateful country. From that 
attachment which you manifestly discovered while in your 



coraijost'j of the arms of the United 
6tate«, of the Commonwealth of Mai»- 

sachusetls, and ol" I-'ranrc. crowiu-d 
with a laurel wreath, over wliich was 
the inscrijition, ** Boston, relieved 
March 17, 1776." Over the central 
arch a ri( h canopy, twenty feet hii^h, 
was erecied, with the Anu rican ea;^le 
perched above. The colonnade was 
ercctf'd at the west end ot' the State 
liuuse, udjaceut tu the aich. it wuk 
oom|>o!ied of rix lai||;e columns, fifteen 
feet hi^'h, and a l)alnstrade hwm: in 
front, with Pentian carpeUs uu which 
were wrought thirteen roses. The 
circle of this coltinimde nieaKui'ed 
forty-lour I'li't, and jirojected boldly 
into the in lin street, ho as to exhilit 
in a stn n^' light, "The man of the 
people." The central west window 



of the State House was the door 
through which the president passed 
to the balustrade, descendin-^ ironi a 

Slatturm, hy foiu* easy Ktcpji, to the 
oor of the gallery, which was fii> 
nished with amied chair>, an<I spread 
with rich carpets. On this platform 
was a j}edestal, covi ied witli green, 
supporting the figure of Plenty, with 
her corinicopirp and other enihlems. 
^-Vs 8UUU OH the president entered this 
colonnade, he was saluted hy three 
hn/zas from the citi/' iis. aiul an ode, 
written fur the occasion, was sung by 
a select choir of ringers, Heated under 
the canopv erected over the arch. 
"Tlie whole," it is said, "foi nied an 
agreealjie 8}x>ctacle, and heightened 

tb» pleasure of the day." 



812 



BEPLY OF WA8HIKOT0K. 



CHAP. miUtary command to the civil liberties of your conn try, we 
do aBBore am^YeB that yoa will ever retain this great olject 

ijm. in yoor Tiew, and that yonr administration will be happy and 
prosperoDB. 

" It is our earnest prayer lliat the divine benediction may 

attend you here aud iRTcaftor ; and we do sincerely wish that 
you may, throuccli this life, continue to enjoy that prreatest of 
earthly blessiugs, to be 'accepted by the multitude of your 
brethren.'"! 

The reply of Washington was in a similar strain ; and he 
congratnlated the citizens npon the prosperity of their com- 
monwealth, and the evidences of plenty which were every 
where visible.* The proceedings in the other towns were 

equally patriotic ; and each seemed to vie with the other in 
expressions of unlwunded respect and ij:ood will.* 

By the adoption of the constitution of the United States, 
the citizens of Massachusetts, as well as of the rest of the 
Union, were divided into two parties, which, with various for- 
tones and nnder different names, have oontinned to our own 
day, and which were known at that time as federalists and 
antiMeralistB. The former of these titles was assmned by 
Uie friends of the new constitution, and the latter was em- 
ployed to designate its opponents. Those opponents, however. 



» Bradford, ii. 343, 344. On the 
receptioD of WaKhington by Govern- 
or Hancock, and the erobarramnent 
which the conduct of the latter oocft- 
noned, f*vv S])ark8'R Wadiington, x. 
47, 48, ami App. No. 

• Murhliall's Washinjfton, t. 228. 
" Your love of lihrrty." siiid he, "yoUT 
rcM)ect lor tiie luws, your habits of 
hknutry, and your practice ot the 
moral an'l n-lif^'ioiw obligations, are 
the strongest claims to national and 
fadividoal happinen. And they wQ), 
I trust, he firmly and lastingly eRtab- 
lisbed." For the AddreM of the 
flmi''*^** of Ibm^ ne Mtnhall, t. 



227 ; and for the leply of Wasfahicp- 

ton, ibid. 228. 

' For the proceedings at Newbury- 
port, see Cunhing's Newburvjwrt ; 
and Coffin's Newhun., 262-264. 
The address there delivered was 
written 1)\ .lohn Quincy .Vdams, after- 
wards ])reNident of the United States, 
who was a student at law in the 
ofiiee of TheophUus Panona, Esq., 
and who had been ajmointed to pre- 
pare it by a vote of the town. For 
the nroeeedin^ m otiher towns, see 
Felt s Salem, u. 00, 07, and Ipswich, 
206; Lewis's Lynu, 224; Biookt's 
Medford, 69. 
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insisted that these appellations were iiot rightly used, and chap. 
that the names, if interchangedt would have been much more 
appropriately applied. So fiur from beiQg inimical to the Union, im 
or nnfnendlj to its interests, they declared lliemselves as 
ready as others to sapport and defend it ; and they repudiated 
the charge of disloyalty to the government, or of wishing to 
provont its peaceful administration.' ^Tet the friends of the 
new conBtitatioD, flushed with success, in the hour of their tri- 
unph may possibly have forgotten, in some cases, to wear their 
honors with becoming meekness; and, according to thor 
opponents, " past political serrioes^ and the character of those 
revolntionary patriots, which sbonld have been oonadered the 
property of the nation, were of no avail in the all-absorbing 
interest of the present divisions."* The vigilant enemies 
of free government," wrote Klbridge Gerry to one of his 1788. 
friends, " have been long in the execution of their plan to 
hont down all who remain attached to revolution principles. 
They have attacked ns in detail, and have deprived yon, Mr. 
8. Adams, and mysdC in a great measure^ of that poblic coib 
fidence to which a fiiithfiil attachment to the public interest 
entitles us ; and they are now aiming to throw Mr. Hancock 
out of the saddle, who, with all his foibles, is yet attached to 
the whig cause. There seems to be a disposition in the dom- 



• N. Am. Rev., for Julv, 1840, 82; have lived hnf; enoufrh to «oe 

Au-vtin's I jfe of Gfrn, ii. 90; Hnid- miseralile infatiuitio!i, and to depre- 

ford, liL 67, 68, and llisL Fed. Gov't, cate and deplore its consttjuences." 
fiO; Hadreth*b U. 8., 2d series, i * AuMin'8 Life of Gcrn-, ii. 83. It 

31. " Wc were called anti-fedor- should he fihscncrl. that tliis state- 

sliiitB,'* says Matthew Carey, Ulive meut comes from one wboM; Kym])a- 

Bnnch, 26, ed. 1817, ** because we ^es were wHh the republican party, 

were eager to have the federal con- and it must be taken acconlingly, as 

stitiition amended previous to its an ex])res8ion of his opinion rather 

ratitication — doubting the nractiea- than as proof positive of the truth of 

bifity of amendments afterwsras. We the charge. It is but fair, however, 

were wild and extrava^nt enough to that each ])arty shoiild l)e allowed to 

see despotism in many of its features ; Htate its own views in its own wayi 

ind were so fittuitoiu and blind as and it must be left to tfie reader to 

not to have the slightest idea of dan- decide apoD tfieb rwrrffifftnai. 
ger from the state goverumeuts. We 
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CHAP, inaot party to establish a nobility of opinion, under whoae 
control, in a short time, will be placed the government of the 
im Union and of the statee, and whose insufferable arrogance 
marks out for degradation all who will not submit to their 
authority. It is beginning to be fashionable to consider the 
opponent«i of the constitution a?* enihodyin«^ themselves with 
the lowtT chi.^s fif the j^roplo, uiul thai one fortii'it.s all lillu to 
the rt'sjxH't of a gentlemau uule.<s lie is of the privileged order. 
Is this, my li ieiul, to be the operation of a free government^ 
which all our labors in the roTolution have tended to pro- 
duoe?»> 

It should be obsenred, however, with, reference to this sub- 
ject, Uiat parties were by no means new in America, and that 

the rancor of political resentment, even among otherwise amia- 
ble i-haracters, hatl often jn-oinptcd lo ii ini-rcpnxMitation of the 
views and opinions of those who were its subjects.^ When 
will it be conceded that men may di£fcr from each other in 
opinion in politics without impeaching their integrity or intel- 
ligence? Under proper restrictions, parties are necessary in 
a free commonwealth. They are the positive and negative 
poles of government, equalizing the temper of the j^eople, pre- 
venliuLT the eneroaehment.s of usurped authority, and provok- 
ing di^cuikiion, which elicits ti*uth.^ So far, therefore, from 



' Austin's Life of Opttv, ii. So, 8fi. 

• ♦* You Kav," wrote John Adams to 
WtlHam Keteltaa. November 25, 181 2, 
Corrcsp. in W()rk>, x. T). " our di- 
visions began nith fcdcralisin andauli- 
fed«n]^. AImI they he^^n with 
human nature. They hav «• t \istetl in 
America from it.H tinti plantation, hi 
every colony diu-sioiis always pre- 
vaQed.'* JeAenon also wrote to John 
Adnms. ••The mme political [lartifs 
which now iif^ilate the United Stales 
have existed through all time." Ad- 
ams'd Works, &c., .>»). 

* An opposition in I'arliament, in 
a House of AMembly, m ■ Council, 
in CoograH," mote John Adams to 



Tli'iinas M'Kean, Septemhrr 20. 
177y, •' is lii^hiy useful and nece.ssary, 
to balsnee indivtdada, end bodies, aiid 
interests, one against another, and 
bring the truth to light, and justice 
to prevaiL" WasMngton alao wrote 
to llamilton, August 26. 1792, in 
Sparks's Washington, x. 2K3, "Dif- 
ferences in political opininas ore as 
unavoidable &s to a certain point, 
they ni;n . perhaps, ho necensark . But 
it is e.\cixchngiy to Iw regretti'tl, that 
subjects cannot he diseuss«><l with 
temper, on the one haiifl, or decisions 
submitteii to witiiout having the mo- 
tives which led to them improperly 
impKoated, on the other. And this 
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condemning indiacriminatclj either federalists or anti-federalr chap. 
ists, let it rather be conceded that both were honesty and acted 
conscientiously in the adyocacy of their measures. It is only 1789. 

"wlicu part ICS dpo^oncrate into factions,^ rijic for ra{)inc and 
eager for .-])uiL-;, tliat tlicir inlliu'iice is daii^i-crou^ and positively 
to be drradtnl. In a healthy state, aud la the exercise of their 
normal aod legitimate functions, they are no more to be dep- 
recated than the differences of opinion which are elsewhere to 
be found — the parties in philosophy and in morals which have 
sprang up. Tet how often have the most reputable characters 
had reason to exclaim, — 

"The little dogs, and all, — 
Tray, Bbnohe^ and Sweetheart, — see, they bark at me 1" 

*' E\ cry difference of opinion," said Jeflferson, in his inaugural 
addrrs,-, " i^? not a difVeronce of principle. We have called by 
diflcreut names brethren of the same prin( ij)le3. We are all 
republicans ; we are all federalists." ^ And the remark, how^ 



ngtct bovden on cha^n when we 

find that men nf abilitirs, /euloiis 
triots, having the same general object 
in tiew, and the iame uptight inten- 
tions will not exercise more charity 
in decidin;; on the ojunions and actiotiH 
of one ;uiothcr. \\ hen matter* go to 
■uch Icngtlis the natural inference in, 
tliiit !'"th sides have strained the cdhIs 
beyond their bearing, and that a mid- 
dle courw would be found the bent, 
until cxiicrieiiee shall have decided 
on the right way, or (which is not to 
be expected, because it is denied to 
mortaut) lliere shall be some infallible 
rule by which we can forejudge event-*." 

* Panics degenerate into tiictions 
wben thrir aim is solely to wcuie 
their own triumph; and, in this sense, 
federaii-Hta and . aati-fedeialit»ts, fed- 
eralisto and repuhficMis, whigs and 
democrats, have all, at times, been 
fiictious. "The real terrors of both 
parties," says John Adams, Corre»p. 
in Woxki, X. 48^ **haTe alwaya been. 



and now are, the fear that they ehall 

lose the elc' tions, and, consequeritlv, 
tl)c loaves and tis^hes, and that their 
antiigonists will get them. Both p«p> 
ties h;\ve excited artificial terrorism } 
and, if I were summoned as a witness 
to say, u]>on oath, which party had 
excited the most terrrir, and which 
had really felt the most, I could not 

give a more sincere answer than in 
le vulgar style, *Put them in a bas 
and sluike them, and then tee whifla 
will come out tirst.' " 

• King Lear, Act iiL Sc. 6. 
' Messigr. in Wofks; Siateamanii 
Minual, i. loO; com [K also X. Am. 
Itev. lor July, IMO, »4. Hoth 
parties,** aaya Uuiiot, Essay on Wash- 
mgton, 83, "were sincin'ly friendly 
to a repubUean goveniment and the 
union of the states. The names whidi 
they gave one another, for the sake 
of mutiud disj)ara^ement, were still 
more false than their original denomi- 
nations were imperfect and improperly 
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CEAP. ever iiiteiided,^ was perfectly just; for both parties, "practi- 
cally, and so &r as the immediate affairs of the coimtry were 
17B9. concerned, differed lees than they either said or thought, in 
their mutnal hatred." ^ It may be that " the federal party 
was, at the same time, aristocratic — favorable to tlic prepon- 
derance of the higher classes, as well as to the power of the 
oentral government ; " and that " the democratic party was 
also the local party — desiring at once the supremacy of the 
miQorify and the almost entire independence of the state gov* 
emments.'' ' Bat if such a difference did exist, the lines of 
demarcation were not closely drawn, and they were frequently 
overstepped on one side and on the other. 

The beuetits to all the states from the adoption of the 
federal constitution were immediate and substantial. Order 
promptly arose out of confusion. Mutual confidence was 
strengthened. The arts and employments of life were enr 
conraged. Commercial enterprise rapidly increased. The 
credit of the government, by wise and efficient provisions in 
&e finances of the oonntry, the regulation of foreign trade, 
and the collection of the revenues, was speedily restored. And 
the nation, from a state of em) larrassmcnt and weakno^s. made 
steady advances to wealth, to power, and to vital prosperity.^ 



opposed to each other." On the 
composition of the two parties, see 
Tucker's Life of Jetrurson, i. 483-485. 

' What docs Mr. Jeffenon mean, 
when, in speaking of his first inaugu- 
ral addrt'SN, he says, it " was, from the 
nature of tlie ca^e, all profcMion and 
promise " Tudier'a Life of JeSeit- 
Bon, iL 183. 

* Ouiiot^ Easfty on Waahington, 
83. Cnmp. "Falkland," hv Fi'.sher 
Ames, in Works, 147, ed. 1809. 

' The Oonespoiidenoe of Waaliing>> 
ton shows at how early ft dalo these 
dNUona appeared} and Dr. btuart, 
in a friendly letter of June 2, 1790, 
opened the " catalc^e of j)ublic dis- 
oontenta." In hia wfiy to thia letter, 



June 15, Washinpton very truly says. 
The miafortimc is, that the enemiea 
to the government, always more ac> 
tivc than its friends, an^ always on 
the watch to pive it a stroke, neglect 
no oj)ix>rtuuity to aim cue. If they 
tell the truth, it ia not the whole 
truth, — bv which means one side 
only of the picture is exhibited; 
whereaa, if both rides were seen, it 
might, and probably would, assume a 
diflerent form in the opiuiou of iuat 
end oendid men, who are ^poaed to 
raeasiu^ matters by a oootineiital 
scale." Writings, x- 97. 

* Ames's Eulogj' on Washington, 
b Works, 122; Bradford, iii. 17, 18. 
Comp. XuBker'sLiie of Jel£uaon,L Sdi. 
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The public debt was still large ; and the meet intelligent oeap. 
admowledged the diiBcolty of removing it at once. At the 
dose of the revolution, the continental or national debt was 1790. 
npward« of forty-two millions of dollars ; and every state bad 
a large demand on the general goverument for services ren- 
dered for the common defence, amounting, in all, to twenty- 
five millions of dollars more.i Each state, likewise, was 
burdened with private debts for expenses incorred for its own 
protection ; and the debt of Massachnsetts, on this account, 
wa? nearly five millions of dollars, without taking into the 
estimate its liability to pay the demands of those who held the 
paper money emitted during the war. The available resources 
of the state were inadequate to discharge this debt ; and for 
several years the interest had not been paid. Hence notes 
were issued to creditors, which were sold at a ruinous discount 
by those whose necessities required the sacrifice.* 

To rcmedv these difficulties, and at the same time to revive 
public confidence, the General Congress, in the sessions of 1790, 
at the instance of Hamilton, the secretary of the treasury, who a^4. 
had made a report on the subject, agreed to assume nearly 
twenty-two millions of dollars of the debts of the states, which 
were considered to be properly chargeable to the government ; 
and this sum was apportioned among the states according to 
the expenses which each had incurred — four millions of dol- 
lars of the debt of Massachusetts being thus assumed.^ With 



* The national debt, in 1790, M'as 
$54,000,000, exclusive of the state 
debts, which had not then been as- 
sumed — an incnaie of $12,000,000 
in about seven years, principally owing 
to the failure to pay the interest which 
had aoeraed. Of this mnn, nearly 
$12,000,000 were due t o foreign pow- 
erSf — to the court of France, and to 
prifata leaden m Holland, ^th a 
small sum to Spain ; and to this debt 
a preference was given, to sii»tmn the 
national credit. Gump. Galiatiu's 
yUmt of tha FuUb Debt, Baccip^ 



and Expenditures of the U. S.* 2d 
ed., Fhilad., 1801. 

' Bxadferd,nL 18, 19. An actlbr 
fanngiiig to a speedy settlement all 
accounts subswting between towns, 
and such persons as may have been 
employed dv them in enlisting and 
pajing soldiers and furnishing sup- 
plies lor the late continental army, waa 
paased Febniary 13, 1789, in oiderto 
ascertain the state of public aifoiia* 
Mass. Laws for 1788-9, chap. liv. 

^ On the national debt, see Joux^ 
iiali Senate aad Honaa ofJUtpa. I Hilt 
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CHAP, this arrangement, however, the people were not fully satisfied ; 
and the General Conrt» at a subsequent date, prayed the fedr 

1191. eral goyemment to assume the re»dne of the debt of the 
commonwealth of a similar character ; but this wan not imme- 

NoT.i. diately done, though commissioners were appointed to consider 
the subjeot, and report at a future time. Wlirii this re|K)rt 

j52?y was made, it wiis found that six out of the thirtf'^ii ?t:itc^ had 
advanced more than their just proportion of the current ex- 
penses of the war, and seven less. The lai^gest balance said 
to have been in favor of South Carolina ; and as Massochn- 

17M. setts stodd next, after the lapse of nearly two years, a million 
and a quarter of dollars, in addition to the former sum, was 
credited to the state — makinc, in all, between five and six 
millions as-sumed by the ffenciul •^^ovcrninont. It would af>- 
pear, therefore, in fact, that Massachusetts, which had expend- 
ed, in all, eighteen millions of dollars, bore the expenses of 
the war of the revolution to the large amount of eleven and a 
half millions more than was reimbursed,^ though her debt was 
actually but five millions, the rest having been paid by almost 
incredible exertions and sacrifices during the war and after 
its close/'' 



Cong., cl)np. iii., iv., and viL ; Snarks's 
Wa8hin>?ton, x. 98 ; Pilkin»H U. 8., fi. 
837-a i.i, .-i.is ; Tucker's Life of Jef- 
ferson, i. 32l-;j;J2; Hil(lrpth'« U. S., 
2d wrics, i. 1;VJ-174, 20G-2Hi, 323, 
392, VM ; WmMml iii. lU, 20. tnul 
Hist Fod. (i.n't, 32. 70. Theodore 
Sedgwick, Eluidge (jern , and Fi<hor 
Ames, throo of the repreienuxivoH 
from MasNicl!us(!ts, took ji.nrt in the 
debate ou the ttSMiin)ition of the sUite 
dehtu; «nd the ))riiu-ijuil o])j)0!dtion 
to this mi a'^uii' i>. said to li;i\e come 
from tiiuite Kiiites which had expended 
fhe least dunnj; the war. JcffiTnton 
WJ18 likcwi (' nj.i oM'd to this nie-.isuro, 
and, indeetl, to marly ull the o:lier 
measures of which Hamikun was in 
fiivor. 

^ OfUmdiflbunement of $18,000,- 



0()0, ^2,000,000 tiad l)een advanced 
by Con^Mi durini; the war; and as 

$5^2itO,W() wiTi- aherwards assu nied, 
the baLincc unpaid, and fur which 
the stnte was solely re^ponMible, was 
,«!n.7.iO,000. 

' A portion of this money was rniRed 
by an excise on v;iniiu> nrticUs of 
consumption, — chirtiy such as were 
considered us hixnrit- ; l»ui as the fed- 
eral government tujk llii.s matter in 
hajid,and adopted a general aystem 
of excise for tlu* -"v.-.'.ry, Ma.ssa- 
chuNetts was dej. rived of tlie benefits 
of her own Ky.stcm, and was ob%ed 
in some other ni:inner to j)ro\ide for 
the payment «»f he r debt. For the 
discussions in (on}ire.-s on the tariff, 
see Journals Senate and House of 
KcpSi } iii»t. Cong., chap. iiL j Au^ 
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The aesomptioii, however, of a portion of the debt of the chap. 
state did not entirely relieve the people ; and the burdens 
which remained were, among Bome classes, a cause of loud and 1790 
fre(iuent complaint. The credit of the general government, 1792. 
principally from its position and its conceived efl'cctiveness, of 
course exceeded tlie credit of the state governments. The 
former had matured a sjrstem of finance, while the latter had 
not. Hence the paper of Massachosetts was offered in the 
market at depredated rates ; and snch was the distrust, real 
or professed, of the ability of the government to meet its de- 
mands, that few calculated with certainty ujtun the payment 
of the interest, much less the principal, of the sums for which 
it was indebted at any fixed time. An expectation was, 
indeed, cherished of obtaining largo sums from the sale of the 
wild lands in the Province of Maine ; bat, as the value of 
these lands was merely nominal, and the expense of their sur- 
vey was great little was realized from this source. The 
lottery system had also its advocates ; but Governor Hancock, 
who was o]»i>osed on principle to this mode of raisiug money, 
had the wisdom and firmness to discourage the speculation, 
and the General Court soon became satisfied of its impolicy 
and folly 

Public embarrassments, however, did not wholly check pri- 
vate enterprise ; and a system of internal improvements was 179JL 
commenced in ^[assacliusctts, wliiirh spread in a short time 
over the whole state. Several turnpikes were projected, and 
some were completed with despatch.^ The public roads were 



tin's Life of Gem-, li. ; Hildreth's U. 
S., 2d series, i. 6o^9 1 , 9f>- 101. M ad- 
iwn introduced this subject ; and in 
the delKite which ensued Elbrid;^'* 
CJ« rrv, Itenjaniin GcxMlhue, and 
Fihlier Ames actively participated. 
Uoyd's C^nffremoniil Debates. For 
tiie Muft. Excise law, see of 
Ifan. for 1790, chaiw. xiv. and xv. 

* Bradford, iii. 2d. Com p. Mass. 
Jsm for 1786^ ebap^ xL, and for 



ITftfi, chap. xvii. So late as 1794, 
the del It of the state was not fuUv 
cancellt'd ; and an act was passed at 
tluit date for its liquidation. Masa. 
l^iws for 1793-4, chap. xxix. 

* Laws of Mass. iL In 1796-7, 
additional acta were pawed for entail 
lishinj? turnpike corporations, known 
as the First, Second, and Third Maa- 
sachusctts Turnpikes, which were 
oated in diflbnnt parta of the state. 
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CHAP, repaired at the expense of the towns.^ And a canal was pro- 
jected from Boston to fbe Oonnecticot Biver, and eren to the 
1792. Hudson. General Cobb and (General Knoz were the principal 
advocates of this measnre; bnt as the enterprise, from ite 

magnitude, was not duly appreciated, there was little disposi- 
tion to cng-a<re in it with cffert.* Shortly after, however, the 
J^SB. Middlesex Canal was projected and constructed, chietiy thi*ough 
the ioflaencc of James Sullivaa, Loammi Baldwin, and the 
Hon. James Winthrop.' The proposal for a canal acroea 



' Bradfefdf in. 94. An ttctt pro> 

viding " for the erecting guide pf)st8 
Upon public roads," waspaAsed Feb- 
nary 28, 1795; and mnittry 28, 

1797, an act waa passed in additKm to 
the several acts then in force respect- 
ing highways. Maas. Laws for 1794 
-5, chap. Ixii., and for 1797, ch^k 
IvL On the condition of n>ads gen- 
erally in the L'. S., in 17!>6. see \xcl. 
Annual R^. for 1796, 34-40. 

* Mass. Laws for 1792, chap. Irii. ; 
Hildreth's U. S., 2d series, L 635 ; 
Bndibvd, in. 94. A abott canal, a 
mile and a quarter in length, was dug 
between Newbuiyport and Hampton, 
K. H., m 1791. Go4BiA Newhurv, 
265. Several acts were also passed 
incorporating companies to open ca- 
nals and build bridges, from 1791 to 

1798. ^Maaa. Law.s for ITUl.chnpH. 
liL, ZzL» XZX^x, Ixi.. Ixiii., and ibr 

1792, chapSb xxii., xxxv., liii., Ix., ixiv., 
fauLL, Ixxxviii. ; Ma.ss. \Lig. for Feb. 

1793, 12.y The canals referred to 
were from the head ot New Meadow 
River to Meny Meeting Bay, in 
Maine, and the hridgea were over 
the MerrimaTj between Dielnuford 
and Dracut, Andover and Methuen, 
Haverhill and Bradford, and in the 
county of £s8ex ; over the Connecti- 
cat, between Montague and Green- 
field ; over Cliarles l{jm,lkom West 
Boston to Cambridge; across Xew 
Meadow River ; and over Miller's 
Biw, in Hampshire county. In 1796, 
an act was likewise passed for " pving 
a new appellation to a corjxiration in- 
idtttted ^ D. 1795, far htuiging fireah 



water into Boalon bjr snhtnTanea& 

pipes ; " and an act was parsed, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1797, incorporating Joshua 
Thomas, Esq., and others, for 
veying fresh water by j ipes into the 
town of Plymouth. Mass. Laws for 
1796-7, chaps. L and xliL For fur- 
ther remarks on canals in the V. S., 
see the Am. Annual Keg. for 1796, 
24-34 ; and tor a hst of canuls in 
Fmnce, in 1811, aee Nike's WecUf 
Register, i. 9S. 

* MS. Kecords of the Covj^ in 
the po ewe e oi on of T. CL Amory, ImL, 
Esq. ; Mass. Ijiws for 1793, chap, 
xxi. ; Bradford, iiL 35. The first 
meeting of Ae company was held 
May 9, 1793, and the act of incorpo- 
ration was passed June 22. Addi- 
tional acts were passed in 1794, 1798, 
1799, 1802, 1812, 1614. Mr. John 
L. Sullivan, of Boston, a son of Gov- 
ernor Sullivan, yet li^ in;.,' in Xew York, 
was earlv interested in steam navig^ 
tion. and, being emjdoyed by a " rc- 
sj)ectable incorporation to manage 
and finish their canal and eonstniet 
others," he turned his attention to the 
invention of a steam tow boat, to be 
nsed on these carada, and so fiir** de- 
monstrated the practicability of em- 
plo)ing steamboats thereon," that he 
memorialized the l^slature of Mas&a- 
ehuaetts, in 1814, for the formation of 
a company to na\igate the Conneeti- 
cut, having already a boat in c)|>eration 
on the Merrimac Comp. Mass. ijawi 
for June, 1811, chap. x.xiii. ; and see 
his Answer to Colden, Troy, 1823. 
On tha sutgect of ataain naVigattoi^ 
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Gape Cod, to Qoite the waters of Bozzard's Bay, on the south- chap. 
west^ aod of Barnstable Bay, on tho north-east, was of an 
earlier date ; and a committee was appointed, by the author- 1791. 

ity of the General Court, to snrvey the grounds and ascertain 
the practicability of the work ; but, thoutrh thoy reported 
favorably, the plan was not prosecuted, as several intellif^ciit 
men had doubts of its atility, particularly at the eeason of the 
year when sach a passage wonld be most needed ; and the 
state was not in a condition to engage in so espensiTe a 
work,* 

The revision of the hiws of the state was a matter of 

primary im|X)rtance ; and, mainly thro«ig:h the influence of 

Governor Hancock, the criminal law was ameliorated — con- „*??u 

Feb. IS. 

finement to hard labor being substituted, in some cases, for 
disgraoefol punishments in public.^ An experiment of this 
kind was made on Castle Island, in the harbor of Boston ; 
and the state prison at Gharlestown was built a few years isos. 
after.' A change was likewise made in the law for the due ^702. 
obsenrance of the Sabbath, tliough snbstantially bnt a re^nact- 
mcnt of foi-nuT laws, which had been in force from the settle- 
ment of tiie country. The provisions, however, were less 

comp Doc. Ili-t. X.Y.ii. 1011-1102| 
Fairfax's Memorial, Wasliinfjton. 
1816; unci Niles'sKeg. iii. A<iii., aiul 
T. Add- 'I'he idea of Btt-am navij^ition 
vroh cei'tainly siirnir(>sted in the United 
StutCM OH curly as 

* Bradford, iii. 33. Thin project 
rt'vivrd in 1H18, and a route was 
surveyed by Loammi Baldwin, at the 
ex|K>nfte of bnel Thoradike, Thomas 
H. r< r'fvins, and other gentlemen of 
li(»>ti)u; l)Ut no canal wax (lu<f. N, 
Am. Review for Jan. Inl'T. 13. 

' Laws of Mass. for 17NH-9, chap. 
!iii. (iovernor Hancock, in his Hjioech 
to tiie legLsluture, in Januar}-, 1792, 
oondemmd public wlnp}nng luid crop* 
pinj; for theft, which wi rc still prac- 
ti'i'ed in the state, and recommended 
ooofinenMntto hud labor as probably 

VOL. UI. 21 
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a more salutsry an well &s a more hu- 
mane jjunishmcnt. 1 le also expressed 
the opinion that aipiutl piinislimenta 
should be few. Bradfonl, iii. 37. 

* Hradfoni, iii. ."57, Ho. The first 
appropriatiotui lor tiii-s pur])o.se were 
#100,000, for the purchase of lands 
and the erection of huildin*!**. The 
Miluabie iubors of tlie I'rison DiiKU- 
pUne SocietT tthonld not be fori^tten 
m this cotuiection ; and its able re- 
ports emljody a mass of facts relative 
to the treatment of criminaLs of the 
hi<;hest im|>ortance to the public wel- 
fare. Tlii-i s iciety wiis orn-anized in 
Bottton, June 30, l<S2r>, and is now, 
oonsequMitly, in the 32d year of its 
n^'i' ; and it has ernl riced, amonpf 
itH members, many dititini^uished ciUr 
sens and tnw-heaited philanthropistB. 
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CHAP, severe in prohibiting all kinds of eecolar employment ; but 
travelling on bodneeB was forbidden, as well as all traflic, and 
1791: keeping open of sIk^ and stores ; and public recreations were 
prohibited nnder a pecuniary mulct But the law was fir^ 

quently disregarded ; and then, as preyionsly, it was found 
diftifult to enforce, by penal enactments, a strict observance 
of the Sabl)ath or a regular attendance on public worship.* 
The laws for promoting public education were attended 
Jun.is. with more favorable results; and recommendations were made 
jSmL ^ governor for the appropriation of lands in the District 
of Haine^ for the support of schools and of the goqiel minis- 
try in that part of the state, and for a grant to Harvard Col- 
lege, whose funds were inadequate for the support of its 
1791 instructors,* The establishment of academies, also, dates from 
1798. this period ; and a number of these seminaries were ineorpo 
JwiuSS legislature.^ By the law of 17 89, all towns in 

the state having two hundred fjtunilies were required to sup- 
port a grammar sdiool, agreeably to former usage^ and, in 
addition, were ordered to employ for instructors of youth 
those who had been educated at some college, and were able 
to teach the Greek and Latin languages. In towns where the 
iuiiabitants were le^.s, it was rcijuired tliat such as were quali- 
fied to teach the English language correctly should be engaged 



' Mnvi. T,aw8 for 1792, chap. Iviii. ; ton, Marblehmd, lIallowell,'Wcstfield» 

Bradford, iii. 38b In 1796, and in Groton, Portland, &c. It was at first 

1800, other bwi were ptaaed on the apprehended that die cetabUshment 

subject of public wofRhip, and for the of these academka would be unfiivor> 

maintenance of teachers of relij^on able to the Riijljxirt of the erammar 

and morality; and, in 1811, turiher schools as the towns in their \itiuiiy 

chun^'OH Mere made. I^ws of Ma.<w, would avail themselves of the advan- 

for ITIT), 1800, and 1811; BndfinHl, tages afforded by such seminaries for 

ill. 7'J-7U. a ckiiMcal education, to the neglect 

' Hradford, iii. 29. of the humbler temples of leamnwi 

' Mass. Laws for 1791, 1792. nnd but the evil waj remedie<l bv sub- 

1 Bradtbrd, iiL 47 { MaiMi. Maj(. sequent legislation, though it has 

1792; W. Barry^Hist. Fnming- never been wholly removed. WO- 

ham, 70 ; J. S. Barry 'r Hist Hano- liams Colk-ge. in the county of lierk- 

over, 93 ; Brooks's HIhU Medford, shire, was incorporated iu 17 d3. 

291. Aeademies were incorporated Masa. Laws ibr 1793, chapi. xt. 

^* ■ « . -« ... ' tat * 
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in the bnriness of edacatioii«i By a ** traditionaiy bliodness," chap. 
as has been "charitably assomed," " oar early fathers did not 
see that females required and deserved instmction equally 178a. 

with males;" hence tlie " first provisions for primary schools 
wore confined chiefly to ])oys." But light soon broke in, and 
girls were " allowed to attend the public schools two hours 
per day." With this point gained, the rerolntion in pnblio 
opinion was rapid and encouraging ; and, before the dose of 
the eighteenth century, in nearly every town provision was 
made for the education of girls, especially in the summer.* 

• 

The first Sunday school in America seems also to have 1790. 
originated about tliis period in Pliiladelphia ; but so little 

1791 

were the advantages of such schools appreciated or understood, Hank 
that it was said to be a " pity " the benevolence of their foundr 
ers "did not extend so far as to afford them tuition on ibyt 
toAen it is lawful to foBow such pwnuiUt and lui ikerdnf lay a 
feundaHon fir the profanatum of the SMatk,^ ' The precise 
period when Sunday schools were established in Massachusetts 

' Maw. Laws for 1789, chan. xix. ; another change was made, and girls 

Bradford, iL 339, 340. Further at- were allowed, equally with boys, to 

teiition was paid to the subject of attend the pubito idioolv both in 

pducation under the administration ^linter and summer, 

of Governor Strong, and a more effi- ' MS. Communication of Lewis O. 

dent system of instruetion was in- Fray; Newburyport Herald, tat Jan. 

troducod. 1 2. 1 79 1 ; Mass. Mag. for Maj-, 1703 ; 

* Brooks's Hist, of Medford, 281 ; Cotiin's Newbury, 265. The cele- 

Coffin's Hist. Newhur}-, 26o ; Felt's brated Matthew Ouey was inteiMted 

IpRwIch, 90. In Boston, girls are «iid in the establishment of this school, 

nnt to have attended the public '-(•hools with Pishoj) White and Benjamin 

for some \vxiy> before and ui'ier tiie J(u>h ; and in his Am. Museum lor 

revolution'; but in 1790, arelbnnwas 1788, iv. 32, note, Mr. Carey ex- 

intrf»dn(ed, through the instnimen- pressed his n'grot that "no Sunday 

tahty of CiUcb Bingham, a native of schools have yet been established 

Salisbury, Ct, and one the earliest here." I bate been infemed, bow^ 

graduates of J )artmouth Colle;;e. after ever, by Mr. Lewis G. Prav, that a 

Its removal to Hanover. The lia.sw Sunday school was estiiblished in 

<rf this reform was the admission of Ephrata, Lancaster county, Pa., m 

to the free schools during the early as the middle of the last cen- 

warmer montlis, or from April to Oc- tury, by Ludwig Thacker. In 17H3, 

tol>er, and this plan was carrii d into al^o, Bishop A^ury is said to have 

dbet for about thirty years, when, in established a Sunday adiool in Quw 

lS2f). or very soon atUM-, throu<ih the oveff Va> 
exertions of Mr. Wiiiiam B. i'owle, 
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CHAP, is jiot settled ; but there were several m existence before the 
vni- yearl820.> 

Upon the deafh of Governor Hancock, which occurred In 

the fall of 1793, the functions of the chief majristracr do- 
V()lvf>(l upon Samuel A(larn«, the lieutenant governor of the 
state, thou in the seventy-thinl year of his age, who was chosen 
gOTcrnor in the following year and in the two year?? succeed- 
ing. The character of Mr. Adams has been elsewhere alluded 
to and, as one of the firmest patriots in the state, he was 
every way worthy the confidence of the people. For fiAj 
years, " his pen, his tongue, his activity were constantly exerted 



' Before the year 1700, it was ctis- 
toman*, in several, if not all, the 
churches of New England, to cate- 
chise children, male and female, on 
Sund;iy, at the close of the nmniing 
scn'ice ; and this custom \vas tuUowcd 
both in the Plymouth colony and 
the colony of 'ho Mi'^sachusetts Ikiy. 
MS. Communication of Lewis G. Pray; 
EUis'sIOstRoxhuf}-; Recordflofthe 
Plymoutli Cluirch. Suhsequent to 
this date, the drat Sunday school in 
Boston is Raid to have been established 
in April, 1791, and em!)raced in its 
objects " tlie in^tnictionof both sexes, 
under a certain ii^c, who were de- 
barred from week-day instruction by 
condition of life, habits of industry. 
Other circumstances." It wa* sup- 
ported by a liberal mibucription of 
nianv g;entlcnien, Itut how lon*i it wa-s 
continued in not known. Li 1797, 
a Sunday school was established at 
Pawtucket, li. I., inidcr the aunjiices 
<rf Samuel Skitcr, Ksc,., the "father 
of cotton manufartun N in the United 
States," in cornu i m with his facto- 
ries, and was under the 8up<'rinte!id- 
euce of the Itev. Mr. Collier, af- 
terwards well known as a Baptist 
cler^^_;man of Ciui! li st.>\\ it, yUss., 
and a milu^ter to the ]K)or for that 
denomination in the city of Boston. 
Jn !7lKj, an article ajtpeared in the 
Mass. Mng. lor March, si^rmd A.," 
«4vocatinj; Smiday bchook The iirst 



movement on this subject in Salem 
was in 1807. Felt's Salem, i. 495. 
In the foregoing schools, secular 
instruction was the predominant, 
while the rrlifnous element wm 
only a secondury clement. The 
first school on tHe strictly modem 
and American plan, wholly dfvotc^l 
to the religious instruction of the 
voun(3f, is mud to have been estabKshed 
m Beverly, in 1810, by Miss Prince 
and Miss Hill, who were connected 
with the society imder the charge of 
the Rev. l)r. Abbott. In 1812, a 
school was eKtablishfd in connection 
with the society of the llev. Dr. 
Lowell, in Hoston ; and in 1814, 
another in Cambridtrej)ort, in the j^o- 
ciety of the llcr. Thomas li. Oanuctt. 
The Salem Street, or Christ Church 
Sunday school, in Boston, w;is estal)- 
lished in ISlo, and was conducted on 
the monitorial plan, by the late Joseph 
W. Inj^ham, Esq. The schf)ol con* 
nected with the .society of the Itev. 
Dr. S!iar[) was e.stublished iu 1S16, 
and. in the siune vear, the " Society 
for the Moral and Relijji<nis Tiivrntc •ir>n 
of llie Poor " was established iu ito!>- 
ton,' under whose aus{xccs Sucday 
sdiools were organized and bnni^'t t 
into general &vor am ctng the On ho- 
doxenureheBinthatcity,and thruuj;b< 
out Xew Enf^land. >'1S. Communi- 
cation of Ix'wis G. Pray. 
• Vol L 2jy. 
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for his oonntrj, without fee or reward.** Some have called chap. 

him " the first in the resolute band of patriote who oontem- J^}^ 
plated and effected the iii<l(M)on(l('iice of the United States." 1793. 
But wliether this honor is conceded to iiiin or not, — as it is 
difficult to say certainly who first advanced this idon, — cer- 
taia it is that he was ope of the most actiTe of that hand, and 
that he oontribnted materially to the success of the reyolation. 
" James Otis^ Samuel Adams, and John Hancock," says one 
who knew them well, and who was himself not lackinj^ in 
devotion to lilicrty/ "were the three most essential cliarao- 
ters ; and Great Britain knew it, though America does not. 
Great, and important, and excellent characters, aroused and 
excited by these, arose in PennaylTania, Virginia, New York, 
South Carolina, and in all the other states ; bot these three 
were the first movers — the most constant, steady, persevering 
springs, agents, and most disinterested sufferers and firmest 
pillars of the whole revolution." " Witlujut the character of 
Samuel Adams," he adds, " the true history of tlie American 
revolution can never be written." 

The man of whom such things could be said deserved well 
of his country ; and though the "ingratitode of republics'' has 
been a tl^eme of frequent and bitter complaint, in this instance, 
at least, the charge was not justified, for the public was not 
ungrateful to its servant. Mr. Adams, it is true, was known 
as a democrat ; and democracy, with many, then as since, was 
a term of reproach. He was not, at first, an ardent admirer 
of the federal constitution, bong one of the stanchest advo- 
cates of state rights ; and he had joined with Governor Han- 
cock, in the Massachusetts convention, in the proposition for 

* John Adams, Currcsp. in Works, all others, for inexomblc ven|ri.'ance, 

X 263. He WM boni and tempered the two men most to be dreaded by 

a ircfl;,'C of stt'ol. to 8pHt the knot of them — Samuel Adams and John 

Kgnwn vita wliich tied North Amcr- Hancock ; and had not James Otis 

ioa to Oreat Britain. Blunderheaded been dead, or worse tban dead, hit 

as were the British mIniHtn, they had name nv lulil have been at the head 

•Bgwity eaough to discxuniuate from of the XElUMVUtAiB.'' 
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CHAP, ameodments to the conetitiitioii, to prerent the natioiial gov^ 

enmisot from anaming undeleted powers.^ Tet, on taking 

1780. tlie oath of Ueotenant goveroor, he did not hesitate to declare 
his fealty to the laws of the land. ** I shall be called upon," 

said lie, "to make a doclarution — and I fjliall do it most 
clieerfully — that the Coimnonwoalth of Massadiusetts is, and 
of right ought to be, a freo, sovereign, and independent state. 
I shall be called upon to make another declaration witli the 
same soleronitj — to support the constitntion of the United 
States. I see no inconsistency in this ; for it most be intended 
that these oonstitations should mntnally aid and support each 
other."* 

1789-93. Previous to the eonnnencoinent of the administration of Mr. 
Adams, the FroiK'h revolution, whoj^o progress was watched 
with the deepest interest, and which vras " constant in nothing 
but ito vicissitudes and its promises," * burst forth in Europe, 
and soon reached a crisis which threatened the peace of the 
civilized world. In the earliest period of this revolution, the 
citizens of Massachusetts, and of the United States generally, 
notwithstanding there were sturdy doubters and sceptics, were 
in favor of the social and political reform which it was ex- 
pected would take place in that country ; and even in England 
there was a large and resix^ctahle cla^ which entertained 
similar views. Hence, in Massachusetts, as well as in other 
states, public festivities were held, in whlcli all classes united 
to manifest their joy for a regenerated nation which had long 
been governed with despotic sway." At some of the!>e meei- 

J«a.M. ings, ludicrou* scenes occurred ; and the behavior of theclei^, 
and oven of " potent and li(Mi«n!i!ile senators," in more than 
ouc iubtauce, was difiicult to be recouciicd to tliat diguity of 

' N. Am. lit view for Oct. 1827, nr, is mv misfortune, not my fiualL" 
274 ; Hnid.oMl. iii. 2S ; Deitates iu the * Bradford, iii. 2t), 46. 
Mass. Convt'ation, 102. " I have ' Ames's Eulogy on Wuhington. 

had my duul ts ot the constimtioii. I Com] . also hi.n sj)eoch on the BlitHll 

oould Dot digest ever)- port of it as treaty of 17 iH, in Works, 7L 
mdily M ■ome gentlemen. Bntthia, 
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dqwrtment which was beooming tiieir Btation.' Citizen chap. 
Cliff" and Citizen Cato " were familiar appellatives given to 

servants ; and tlicv, in their turn, retorted the corapliineut by 1791 
addrestfing executive oftieers as " Citizcm A," or " Citizen B." 
But the height to wiiich ttiis extravagance was carried wrought 
its core ; and those who 

"Thnw that ctsfB 
At th^ timiU hang tiiem oil thft lianN 0^ the BKNiii, 

were among the first to repent their fully .'^ 

The evils, however, which S[)rang from this source, were far 
lees serious than others which followed. The conduct of the 
French minister, " Citizen Genets'' in his demands upon the 

Mat 

government, and his attempts to exercise within the national to 
jurisdiction powers which were at once both improper and 
mischievons, was opposed by the pradence and wisdom of 

"Washington, who had recently entered upon his second presi- 
dential term,^ and who foresaw the coosequenccs which must 
inevitably ensue should the nation be swerved from the nen- 



* The c dchiall ttn refemd to In Ae 

text was in honor of the ret)ulfte of 
the Duke of Urunswick, ana of Du> 
mourier's tempomrv oonquett of tlie 
Amtriun XedtmancLH. An ox, roasted 
whole, and coveml with dt'conition"!, 
with tlie tlaj^s of Fiance und ul liie 
United States displayed fimm its 
horns, was elevated nn a ear, drawn 
^ sixteen hordes, and paraded tlirougb 
the streets, followed by four cartR, 
drawn b\' twenty-four horses, and 
containing sixteen hundred loaves of 
bread and two hoj^eads of uunch. 
While these viands were distributed 
amon;? an immense crowd collected in 
State blreet, a select party, of tliree 
hundred peraons, sat down in Faneuil 
Hall, to a civic feiist, over which Lieu- 
tenant Uovcmor Adams presided, 
assisted bv tiie Fiendi coosuL The 
ehildraa aom all the schools were 



also nanhaHed in State Street, on 

the occasion ; and to each child was 
given a cake, Ktum|)ed with the words 
liberty and Equality.** A subscrip* 
tioo was likewiKe raised to lil)erate 

]>risoners confined for debt. And. in 
Uie evening, lialloonj* a«*cendcd, bon- 
fires blaze<l, and the State Houne and 
other building were Ri)lendidly illu- 
minated. Uudreth's U. S.* 2d series, 
L412. 

' Com p. Marshall's Washin<?ton, 
423, and Bradford, iii. 44, note. 

* liis second term commenced 
March 4, 1793 ; and, at thi^ as at the 
former eleciion, he received the unan- 
imous vote of the electors. Mr. Ad- 
ams received 77 out at 132 votes cast 
for \ice president — the rest 1)etng 
divided between Clinton, Jetferson, 
and Aarao Bun; 
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CHAP, tral position which it was its policy to maintain.^ Genet, 
whose secret instructions were in danger of being thwarted,* 

17M. resented this conduct of Washington, and appealed to the 
people in behalf of " repablican France," in whose freedom 

America had an interest ; and, influenced by their attachment 
to the prii)( ii>los of liberty, mauy were inclined to sustain him 
in this appeal, lint the zeal for " equality," thus proli'c-sed, 
was carried to au excess closely bordering upon licentious- 
ness ; and the publications, in particular, in Freneau's and 
Bacfae's papers^ reflecting upon the conduct of Washington, 
were "outrages upon common decency.*'* Dissensions in the 
cabinet likewise arose, and were the occasion of political dis- 
putes and resentments which disturbed the peace of the nation 
for yeju"S. Then was it that " democratic societies " were 
organized ; ^ and then was it that Jefferson, in the warmth of 
his zeal, if not from less reputable motives, brought against 
Washington the uojust accusation of being a monarchist.^ It 



* Wadiington's proclamation of government, ud the offleen of it, are 

neutrality was issued Aj)ril 22, 1793. to he the constant thcnu- for news- 

Bpariu'a Washington, x. 6'6o ; Aus- paper abuse, — and this, too, without 

l&i^ life of Oeny, 8. 167 { Fiddn% e(mdefloaiding to investinte the mo- 

V. S., ii. 3o.S, 3.59; HIldreth*8 U. S., tives or the facts, — it will he iinpos- 

2d Hcries, i. 415. ** This act of firm- sible, I conceive, for any man living 



neM," siiys FiBher Ames,<*attheha»> to manage the hehn, or keep the 

ard of lu8 reputation and peace, en- machine together." 
titles him to the name of the first of * ()n these societies, see Sparks's 
patriots. Time was gained for the Washington, x. 454, 562 ; Tucker's 
eitiaeiiB to reoover their mtue and Life of Jetferson, i. 4hs et si>q.; Pit- 
good sense; aiul they soon recovered kin's U. iS., ii. 387 ; Hildreth's V. .S., 
them. The cri.sis was piissed, and 2d scries, i. 524 et scq. " Although 
America was saved." Tucker, Life a democrat myself," wrote Patridt 
of Jetlei-Noii, i. 422, 442, says this proo- Uenn' to Henry Lee, June 27. 1 795, 
lamatioii was not cordially received Iqr "I Uke not ttie late Uemocratic iSo- 
the people, and their disMntenta were eieties. An little do I like their nij>- 
BOOn o|)enly manifested. pression liy l;nv. Silly thiiiirv may 

* For these instructions, see Am. amuse for a whde, but in a little time 
State Piipers, L ; Pitkin's U. 8,, iL men will perceive then- delueionB." 
360, 36 1 . » CV)miJ. 1 1 iMreth's U. S., 2d series, 

• Washington to Henry Lee, July i. 341-344. " 1 do believe." he after- 
21, 1793, in Siwrks's Washington, x. wards wrote, " that General Washing- 
359 ; Marshall's \V ashhtgton, v. 410 ton had not a firm confidence in the 
Ct See, also, "W'asiungton to durability of our irovemnient. He 
Edmund ltundul|)h, Aug. 26, 1792, was naturally distrusUul of men, and 
ill8pttklfaWashugtol^z•287. **If incliBedto|^oomya|yriMinwiro;an^ 
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was on this oocasioa that the illustrious patriot was so far chap. 
moved by the taunts of his persecutors as to become excited, 
and lose his self-command. He had never but once," he vm, 

said, i('i)(Mited havin^^ slipped the moment of refngniiiir liis 
ofTicc ; and that war? cvorv mnnu'iit Siinco." TJut lie speedily 
recovered his accusloincd eciuauimity, and no one more deeply 
than himscU' regretted this misstep.* The difficulties between 
Hamilton and Jeflferson, which had been brewing for some 
tune, seemed to threaten serious consequences, and the latter 
contemplated rer^iirning his seat in the cabinet ; but he was 
8olirit<*(l to leniaiii, and readily agreed to jiostpone his resig- 
nation to the close of the year, in spite of the " immcuse difli* 
culty " of his equivocal position.^ 



IvueTer ])ersua(led that a beUef that 
■we must at lenj^th end in something 
like a British coastitutioiii had some 
weiji^ht in hiH adoption of the oere- 
mnn'r'- 'if level's, })irt"i(l:iv*i, jxtiiijintis 
mecUiigs Willi Cougre^, and other 
tbmu of the tame character, calea- 
lated to ])rej)are us gradually tbr a 
change, which he believed possible, 
and so let it come on with as Httle 
•hock as might be to tJie public mind. 
Tliese are niy opinions of General 
Washington, wliich i would vouch 
at the judgment wat of God, having 
been lorini'd on an accjuaintance of 
thirty yeurs." Comp. Tucker's J.ife 
of JeUerson, i. et seq., ii. 349; 
Au»tin'8 Life of Gerry, ii. 02, 63. 
Yet the smie gentU*man, in his letter 
to Van liiueu, attempted to prove 
tiiat he had retained Waihtngton's 
conrid''iicc' to the \i\'<\, tii iugh it is 
evident from hitt own writings, es- 
pecially hin \bszei letter, tiiat he 
'•luitnl him with as much energy as 
he did all tin.' other distinu'tii-hcil cd- 
eralists" who had stood in tJie way 
of his politi&il advancement. See 
further Sj nrks's Wa^hiii;^ton, x. 432, 
4aa, oOl, and xi. 137-140; Picker- 
ing's Review, 24; Tueiier's Life of 
Jetferst.n, i. .H 9-^28; il 25. "It 
mu&t be admitted," eaya the latter, 



Life of Jeftnoo, fi. 43, " that if Mr. 

Jetfcrson experienced the most viru- 
lent hatred and the most unfounded 
calamnieii of his adm«aiei» he vai^ 

oicasioiially, not far heliiiid them in 
credulity' and iiyu«tice, and that he did 
not hflntate to attribute to them pur- 
])0«eB which no honest mind could 
form, and no rational mind would at- 
temi)t." For a note on Mazzei, see 
Tucker's life of Jeffei-Hon,ii. 168, 169. 
lie was an Italian gentleman, of good 
educatiou, >\ho came to America a 
Httle before the revolution, for the 
ostensible jnir])ose of cultivatiiiir the 
vine, bringing with him twelve labor- 
ers, and beginning his experiment at 
a little fiinn called Coll^., in Albe- 
marle, which he obt;uned from Mr. 
Jetferson by j)urchase or loan. At 
the time tliis letter was written, he 
had left the United States, and re- 
turned to Europe. 

• Hildreth's U. 8., 2d series, 1 432. 
On the Langhome letter, of 1797, 
winch seems to have again iniplicaited 
Jelierson in an attempt to defame 
Washington, see Sparks'^ Washing- 
ton, xi. 2IH, 220, 227. 289, 292, oOl 
et acq.; Hildreth's U. S., 2d series, 
il 122-124. 

• Sparks's Washingt'in, x. 306, 
307, 36d, 390, 615-026; Marshall's 
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CHAP. The oonduct of GeDet, in Ihe mean time, beeune more 
inaolent. and his letters to Wasbtogtoo were oonceiTed in 

11ML terms of great disrespect Indeed, so fiur did his Tiolenee 
extend, and so far was he deluded by the flattery of his fol- 
lowers with the ho[)e of acliievitifr a victory over the presi- 
dent, tlmt ho had fully persuaded himself he should soou be 
able to have every thing his own way. But the people were 
not idle or indifferent {spectators of his course. Th^ national 
inride was tonched ; and their feelings of rererenoe for one 
who had served them so long and so fiiithfiilly led them, at 
length, to side with the gomnment in silencing the noiitf 
enthosiasm of the demagogue. His recall was, therefore, 
insisted upon ; and though the more zoalou? partisans of 
France labored, in the newspapers and by otlier means, to 
check the tiile of public sentiment, and defend the course of 
the humbled minister, their efforts were unavailing. Tet the 
determination which was expressed, to allow no foreign inter- 
ference between the people and the government^ was coupled 
with aaaorances of friendship for France ; nor did any forget 
their indebtedness to that nation for its valnable aid in the war 
of the revolution.* 



Wasliinicton, v, 3u9; Jefferson's 
AVorks, ii. 290 ; iv. 492 et seq. ; 
Tucker's Life of JeiTenton, L i'Ui vi 
seq.; i. 30;^9; N. Am. liexiew 
for Oct 1827 ; Bndford't Hi«t Fad. 
Gov't. -•').') ; Statesman'n Manual, 
L 83 i liildreth'fl U. S., 2d senes, L 
291 et eeq., 857 et leq., 434, 453 1 
Pitkin's U. S. ii. 3.53. A modification 
of parties had taken place by this 
time — the federalists having become 
the advocates of the 6ii>nciM scheme 
rocommcndod by the secretary of the 
lrea.sur\. and of tin- jfrcat and iui- 
povtttlt luiMMires of the administra- 
tion, and llie anti-federalist;* having 
subsided into opponents of those meoa- 
iires. The funding system ffeneraJly, 
the assumj)tion of the state aebts, the 
incoruorauuD of a oatioual bank, and 
the outlet on dDmB rt ic spirits, wen 



objects of severe attack; and Hamil- 
ton, who was couidered astlie author 
of these schemes, Ava« o])|)Osed by 
Jetfertion and his adlicrents. With 
John Adams Jeftnon tns apparently 
on more friendly terms ; though ?x)th 
Adams and Hamiitoa were, in his 
estimttion, leagued in ftoonspiracy to 
overturn the republican institutions of 
the United States, and to substitute a 
monarchy and an aristocracy in their 
place — the monarchy being princi- 
pally patronizetl by Hamilton. aii<i the 
aristocracv by .\dam8. Tucker's Life 
of Jetierson,'L 949, Compi. also, oa 
this Bubjecl, the pamphlet entitled 
" An Enquiry into the I'rinciplea and 
Tendency of Certain PubJie Measures," 
printed at Philad., in 1794, and aimad 
against Hamilton's measurea. 
* IlnM£iotimorth6U.&orAnL» 
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Difficulties with England likewise occurred at this tinio, in chap. 
consctiueiiro of depredations upon the commerce of the United ^^'* 
Statc.-5, and the pa-ssage of the celebratetl "orders in council." 1793. 
Instead, however, of resorting to force for redress, — though i^tj^ * 
an embargo for thirty days and seqnestratiDg resolutions were ^ 
advocated by some, — a special embassy was institnted by Apr. is. 
Washington ; and John Jay, a man of the loftiest and most 
dirffitcpested patriotism, was despatched to the court of St. May 13. 
James's, for the purpose of negotiation.* This prudent meas- 
ure was censured by the opjwncnta of the admini.stratioQ as 
betraying a pusillanimity unbecoming the executive of an 
independent repnbiic; and when a treaty was concladed, N«T.ia. 
it was deprecated, before its articles were known, as a politic 
eal evil which onght not to be suffered. Hostility to the 
mother country, which had been fostered by the revolution, 
was far from licing eradicated ; and tliere was quite a largo 
clas.-s, "clad in English broadcloth and Irish linen, who import- 
ed tisaiv conveniences from England and their politics from 



by a BritLnh Subfeet, London, 1807; 
Sjjarks's Wiishiu^ton, x. 387, 401, 
and message of Washington, in ibid, 
zfi. 96; mii^ U. a n. 9«2-985i 
A Political Sketch of America, 19, 20 ; 
Tucker's Life of JctfcrHon.i. 424-438; 
Statesman's Manual, i. 85 ; Hildreth'i 
U. S., 2d series, i. 434-441. "The 
best thiiif?." wn>te Washinj^ton to R. 
IL Let', October 24, 1793, "that can 
be said of thin agent [Genet] is, that 
he is t'ltiillv unfit for tlio mi'^^ion on 
which he is employed, uuIchh, — which 
I hope is not the ease, — contrary to 
the express and uiKijuivocal declara- 
tion of his country made through 
himself, it is meant to InToIve m m 
all the horrors of a European war. 
Tliis, or interested motives of his own, 
or luiring become the dupe and the 
too] of a party, is the only solution 
tint ran he given of his conduct." 
Alter his recall, Genet settled in 
America, and aianied a daughter of 
Governor Qboitim, of Mew York. 



' Sjwrks's "Washington, x. 404- 
410, and App. xxii. ; rilkin's U. S. iL 
3U(>-416i Tucker's Life of Jetferson, 
L 481 et seo. ; Austin's Uk of Oeny, 
ii. 174 ; Bradford, iii. 49, 50, and llist. 
Fed. Gov't. 60-66; Uildreth's U. S., 
2dReries,l440<i-5M} Ames's Woika» 
140; Carey's OliTe Branch, 84, 85. 
On the prerious order, issued by the 
King in council, June 8, 1793, see 
Siwrks's Washington, x. 408; Pit- 
kin's U. S. ii. 3W, and Uildreth's U. 
S., 2d series, L 440. For the meas- 
ures moved in Congress, in conse- 
quence of these orders, sec Sparks'g 
Washington, x. 409; and for a di»> . 
cussion of the conduct of Great Britain, 
see the pamphlet of Juriscola, entitled 
** An Examuiation of the Conduct of 
Great Britain rexpecting Neutrals.** 
Philad., 1807; also, "Political Ob- 
servations," published in \l9-'> ', Ers- 
kine's View of the Cbuses and Con- 
aequencea of the Anaent War with 
Rbrob. 
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CHA.P. France," who OODsidered Great Britain as the principal ag- 
^J ^^ jgeBBor, and as deaigning to monopplize all the ad?antageB 
17ML of commercial interoonrae between the two conntries.^ 

The citizens of Boston, who in all periods of the history of 

the coininon wealth had been accustomed to lead in political 
afiairs, and wluKse views and opinions were generally, thoutrh 
not invariably, in unison with those of the people, a?-uined, on 
this occasion, to pass judgment upon the conduct of Washing- 
- ton, and censured it more freely than circomstanoes warranted. 

Jslrio. Hence a public meeting was called for the purpose of remon- 
strating against the treaty, and, by a petition to the Senate^ 
of preventing its ratification. Dr. Oharles Jarris was the 
principal speaker ; bnt there were not wanting those who 
olijerlc'd to his views, and w)io considered the step inex]»edient 
and improper. The constiintion, it was said, had given to llie 
President and Senate the exclusive power of concluding trear 
ties ; and in the exercise of that power every good citizen was 
bound to acquiesce. Dawes, and Tudor, and Eustis were in 
&vor of postponing the subject, or of referring it to a com- 
mittee to report at a future meeting, after a more perfeet 
knowledge of the treaty. But the popular prejudice was 

Jdjl3. strong on the other side ; and, at an adjourned meeiinir three 
days aflor, restdutions were passed to the cflfect that the treaty 
was " injurious to tlie conmiercial interests of the United 
States, derogatory to their national honor and independence, 
and might be dangerous to the peace and happiness of their 

m3i5^ citizens." ' The Chamber of Commerce, which was soon after 



* Mr. Jav arriTed in England June iu^n, xi. 82, note, and App. No. 2 ; 

lA, 1794, tnd ooneluded the tmtr UBmilton'a Works, vL 2 et seq. ; Pit- 

with T-onl Groinillo, November 19, kin's U. S. ii. 442 et scq. ; Marshnirs 

which was received by the uresideut Washington, v. ; Tucker's Life of JeP> 

Maxdi 7, 1795, rabndttea to the ferwm, l 498; StatesmanV Mamul, 

Senate June 8, and its ratification i. M. The treaty was publUheU in 

adriseil Jtnie 24, with the exception the Am. State Papers, and in pom- 

of tlie 1 2th article, relating to the ph let form for diBtnbirtion. 

West India trade. See Journals ' Snarks's Washimjton, xi. 40. .OT, 

8eii.«idU.ofUqiB.iSi)aik8'sWaahr 71; llie Iteaty JUiscuased,^, 28e( 
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eonyened, took a more liberal yiew, and expressed their acqni- chap. 
escence in the adoption of the treaty ; and Washington, in his 

rC])ly to tlicir inernorial, wliiln ho declared his roirret at the 1795. 
"diveraity of opinion which hnd been manifested on this occa- 
sion/' expressed his " satisfaction to learn that the commercial 
part of his feUow-citizeiiSy whose interests were thoaght to be 
most deeply affected, so generally considered the treaty as 
calcolated, npon the whole, to procure • important adTantiiges 
to the oonntry." " This sentiment,** he added, " I trnst, will 
be extended, as the provisions of the treaty become well un- 
derstood." ^ 



■eq., 73 et seq. ; Boston C< ntlnol for 
July and Aug. 1795 ; Boston Chron. 
for July tS and 16, 1795 ; Bradford, 

iii. oO.'jI ; Tlildrcth. 2d scries, i. 540, 
-s')48. Similar nieeiin|p* were held in 
New York, Pliiladelphia, and Charles- 
ton, 8. C. ; and resolutions were passed 
dtviouncing the treaty and ])rotcstini; 
against its ratiiicationi The New York 
Cnamber of Commeroe, however, con- 
curred with the Boston Chamber in 
lea\'ing the decision of the question 
inth the eonadtntional oathorities; 
ar.d it was doubtless, this prudence 
of the conservative class nhicli j)ro- 
vented the country from In iiig plunged 
into a war. Corap. Sparks's Wash- 
ington, xi. Apj). X. ; Bradlbrd's Hist. 
Fed- Gov'L »1. " It is indeed to be 
regretted," wrote Washington to FSek- 
crin:,', July 27, 17!),;, "that party 
dis])utes are now carried to such a 
length, and truth is so enveloped in 
mist and misrepresentation, that it is 
extrenu'ly dltHcult to know through 
what channel to seek it. This dilli- 
cultVt to one who is of no party, and 
wh')-e sole wi^^h Is to ptirvue, with 
uudeviatiug steps, a path which would 
lead this countiy to respectahilitv, 
wealth, and hippujcss, is exceedingly 
to be Limented. But such — for wise 
purposes it is to be presumed — is the 
torbulence of human passions in party 
dispTitf>, when victor\- more than truth 
is the juulm contended for, that the 
post onioiMir is a private atatipn." 



• The Treaty Discussed, c<;.c., 13«, 
139 ; Hmdfnrd, ui. 62. lu the news- 
papers, speeches, and resolutions of 
the day, the trraty w;ts opposed with 
considerable virulence ; and it was 
condemned as " prostituting the dear- 
est rights of freemen, and laung them 
prostmte at the feet of royally ; " — , 
" a wanton sacrifice of the rights of 
this free natitm;" — ''insulting to 
the dignity, injtuious to tlie interests, 
dangerous to the security, and rcpiup" 
nant to the eonstitutioQ of the Unit- 
ed States ; " — containing " coi^cos- 
slons incompatible with the objects of 
the enil)as>y, (lerog;itory to the honor 
aud injurious to the interests of Amer- 
iai, and o])enlv and pointedly hostile 
to tlie cause ot France ; " — pregnant 
with "many e%'ik that threaten our 
ruin ; " — injurious to the agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and commerce 
of the United States;" — "invaduig 
the constitution and legislative 9Xk- 
thority of the country; abandoning 
their important and well-founded 
Uaims against the British govern- 
ment ; imposing unjust and im|)olitic 
restraints on their commerce; con- 
ceding, without an eqmvalent, im- 
portant advantages to Great IWtain ; 
hostile and ungrateful to France } 
committing our jK>acc with that great 
republic ; unequal in every respect to 
America ; lia/nrdin:; her intenial jveaOO 
aud prosperii) , and derogating from 
her aovereignty and indepenaenoe." 



9d4 &6PLY OF WASHINGTON. 

CHAP. The reply to the citizens of Boston was couched in different 
J ^"^ terms. In every act of my administration," said be, " I have 
179-5. Bought the happineas of my fellow-citizens. My system for the 
Jul/ 28. i^iinjQQ,^^ p£ has nnifbrmly been, to overlook all 

personal, local, and partial considerations ; to contemplate the 

United States as one great wliole ; to confide tliat sudden 
impressions, whoii erroneous, wouUl yield to candid reliection; 
and to consult chielly the snbstuntial and permanent interests 
of our country. Nor have I departed from this line of con- 
duct on the occasion which has produced the resolutions con- 
tained In your letter. 

"Without a predilection for my own jadgment» I have 
weighed with attention every argument which has at any time 
been brought into view. Bat the constitution is the guide 
which I can never abandon. It has assigned to the President 
the power of making treaties, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. It was doubtless supposed that those two branches 
* of government would combine, without passion, and with the 
best means of information, those facts and principles npon 
which the socoees of onr foreign relations will always depend ; 
that they ought not to substitute for their ovm convictions the 
opinions of others, or to seek the truth tlirougli any channel 
V)ut that of a temperate and w<dl-inromied investigation. 
Under this persuasion, 1 liave resolved on the manner of exe- 
cuting the duty before me." * 

Happy for all parties had these wise counsels been properly 
heeded. But the prejudices and passions excited by the rati- 

Comp. Charleston Gazette for July Amei, of Mamachusettn, delivered ft 

14, 1795; Kutledge's Sj>eech, in ibid. j)o\vprfnl <!^)P(t1i in Con^jpss, in favor 

for July 17, 179u ; Savannah Itcso- of the ratiticaiiun of the treaty, which 

lotioM ; Ridmiaiid RodntionB ; Pe- is gi^'^ in his Works, 58 et seq^ 

tersburg Itesolutions ; N. York Rcso- ana which was wamily commended 

lutions; Philad. Memorial j Trenton by President Washington. Sjjaridt's 

Retolatioin, &C. Washington, xL 12^ Comji. Hil- 

' Boston Chron. for Ai^?. 17.1795; dreth's U. S., 2d Kerii-s. i. 605-61S. 

Sparks's Washington, xi. 12 ; The For an able defence of the treaty, nee 

Treaty l>i8CU8Hed, 137 ; PitkinV U. S. Iiarj)er'8 Addretw to his Con&tituenta, 

iL41d|i47{findM,iii.62. Fiaher in W<nk% L 1-40. 
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fication of tbe treaty were too deep-seated to be immediately chap. 
remoTOd, and riots among the lower clasBOB were the natural 
result These were oontinaed in Boston for several nights ; m^' 
houses were attacked j the attorney general and sheriff were ^ ^ * 

gro.-sly insulted, and, in one instance. per?onally assaulted ; 
and Mr. Jay, the ne<^otiator of tlie treaty, was hurued in 
effigy. The governor, who was hiinsclf o|)|)osed to the treaty, 
nnwisely, as it woidd seem, declined to interfere for the sup- 
pression of the tumult, alleging that it was " a mere watermelon 
frolic — the harmless amusement of young persons ; " bat a 
number of citizens voluntarily associated to prevent the con- 
tinuance of excesses, and their efforts were snecessfnl.' 

In the sj)iin«r of 1707, another chan^je took place in the 1797. 
government of Maj^sachusetUs ~ Int reuse Sunnier, for several 
years a judge of tbe Supreme Judicial Court, being elected to 
the chief magistracy in the room of Mr. Adams, who, pleading 
the infirmities of age, had declined the suffrages of his fellow* 
citizens previous to the election.* Earlier in the same year, Maci. 
a similar change had taken place in a higher quarter — John 
Adams, of Maasachnsetts, having succeeded Washington as 
president of the United States.^ The sympathies of Mr. 



» Bo«it. Chron. for Oct. 1, 1795, and 
Mar. 14, 1796; Hildreth,2d8er.,i.d76, 
598; Bradford, in. A3; N. E. Oen. 
Hist. Ur .'. for April. lH-,4, 119. After 
the nitiiication of the treaty, Aug. 18, 
pedtionit agniDiit It were oiieidated 
tfarougbout the United Sti^ee» and a 
number of thene were pre«ented» in 
the winter of 1790, from diHerent 
parts of the Union. PitkinV U. S. ii. 
4.')4, l.').! .Iimie>* Sullivan, Esq., 
aflerwuixLs Governor Sullivan, was iit- 
tomev geiienl of M i»«achusett» at 
this time; iiinl th<^ riot*. ;il!u<l''(l to m 
the text took place in Liberty ismwrc. 

* Mr. Sumner wan bom m Kox> 
bury, XovemlHT 27, 174(), and irra<lu- 
ated at liorrard College, in 1767. In 
1770 he waa admitted to the bar, and 
opened an office in his native town. 



lie wa« a member of the Cieneml 
Ourt in 1776, and the three follow- 
ing years, when he waa ehoaen a sen^ 
ator for the county nf Siiffolk. He 
was a member of the convention which 
formed the state constitution, in 1780, 
and, in 1782, was made nn associate 
iustice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
In 1789 he wa« a member of the con- 
vention for ratifying the federal coo* 
stitntinn. and m 1797 was chosen 
governor. Knapp's JJiog. Sketches 
of eminent Lawyers &c. ; Mem. of 
(in\. Sumner, in N. E. (Jen. Hist, 
lieg. lor April, 1854. The other 
eandidates at this time were Mosea 
Gill and Jame« Sullivan. 

' Ell>ridge Oerry, the political friend 
of Jeffenon, aeems to nave foreseen 
theeottseqtwnceaofthiielectfooi and 
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CHAP. Somner, as tbej had ever been enlisted in fiivor of Wafihioie^ 
J.^^ ton and his administration, were cordially tendered to the ncvr 
*1707. incumbent of the national chair ; and, in his first address to 

the General Court, he publicly cxprepseil his confidence in the 
tiilciits and patriotism of Mr. Adams. In this dcflaration. ho 
did Itut eclio the scMitimmts of a majority of the people of 
Massachusetts ; for, as the new president was known to be 
friendly to commerce, and to the interests of the Southern as 
well as of the Eastern States, it was believed he would pursue 
the wise and prudent policy of his predecessor, the benefits of 
which were beginning to be UAi and to be generally acknowl- 
edged.' ' 

Unfortunately, however, for the jx^aee of his own mind and 
for the tranquillity of the nation, notwithstanding tlie ac- 
knowledged abilities of the president, and his life-long devotion 
to American liberty, his opponents were soon busied in tra- 
ducing his character and impugning his measures, under the 
plea that he was an aristocrat at heart, and was too much 
attached, for a chief magistrate of the American republic, to 
the government of Great Britain and its hereditary honors.* 
And it must i)e admitted tiiat, on some points, tiie conduct of 
Mr. Adams was calculated to countenauce and eocourage such 



I 



in a letter to JefiV rson, dated Mudi of state, see Tueker'a life of JeAv- 

27. ITHT. he says, "Tlu- con'-i qTU'nr'os son, i. -t'lT-IT'i. 

of this election will be repcuted strat- ' liradford, ill. 62. 

agems to weaken or destroy the ' Writings of Ilamnton, L 489, 

confidence of the in csidctit and vire 400 ; Hnidfonrs Hist, Fed. GAv'L 87, 

preiident in each other, from an as&ur- an. That Mr. Adams repudiated the 

anee that, if it oonthnm to Uie end of diarge of being in fevor of an here<fi> 

the ])n'Hent administration, llie \\ce tan- aristocracy, ajmcars from his let- 

pn sident will he hin nuocessor; and, tor to Jetfersoa, Julv 13, I S 1.3, in 

perhaps, from a dread of ^■our politi- Works, x. 64. *• I wffl forfeit my life, 

cal influence." Austin's Life of Gerry, if you can find one sentinieiit in my 

ii. I'M. See also the Iteply of Jef- Defence of the f'ot>^?itntions, or the 

ferson, in ibid. ii. l.'JG et .seg. How Discourses on Jhiviia, which, l>y a fair 

pirophctie these words were, time aoOD eonstruction, cm favor the idea of the 

proved. On the ronduct of Jefferson, introduction of hereditary nionarehy 

niit interest in public ai&ire, and his or aristocracy in Ameriau '1 iu>y were 

ultimate views, from the date of hia all written to strengthen and support 

leBgnation of ihe office of leentaiy the CoiMtitiitioa of the United StatflB^'* 
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suspicions. lie had never been averse to outward display — chap. 
to the use of titles and ceremonial diatiactionB ; and his notions J^^^ 
on " birth " and " blood " were not reej agreeable to those who im. 
derived their lineage from a humble B0ur6e.i Not that he 
can be said to have advocated in any of his writings the doc- 
trine of indelible hereditary excellence, — 

*'Pjra|]i6d bjr ancostry, whose gnoe 
Chalks nujceamn their way." 

♦ 

Tet he seems to have favored the idea of a derivative excel- 
lence, which was transmissible, also, to a certain extent, though 
it would doubtless be unjust to impute to him the intention to 
detract from real worth, from whatever source it sprang. 

**From lowest place when T&tuous things proceed, 
The place is d^inified by the doeili deed. 
Where great additiaos iwdl, and Ttrtue none, 
It is a droi>sied honor.- Good alone 
Is good, without a name. Vileneia is aoi 



• Oomp. Sparks's "Washitijjton, x. state in the Uni«)n, mid from the his- 
20; Adams to Jetfer^on, July 9 and tor}' of every ualiou, civilized and 
13,Aiig: — , and Sept 2 and 15, 1813, savage, ftom aU «e know the time 
m Works X. 10, VJ, -jS. 04, G9. of the creation of the world. . . . 
" Birth and wealtii together have pre- We may call this aentiment a preju* 
Tailed oTer Tirtue and talenla in all dice, beoitne we can give what namea 
Hires," Has f>ci( nce, or morals, or we j)l( ii.«>e to such thinj^'s as \vp please} 
pni!ohoj)hy, or criticism, or Christian- but, in my opitiion, it is a port of the 
ity, advanced, or imi)roved, or en- natural hwtory of man, and politicians 
lightened mankind upon this suhji-ct, and jihilosophers may as M'ell ])rojeet 
and shown tbom that the idea ot the to make thfunim sl live without hones 
* well bon»' is a prejutlice, a phantom, or blood, as Kui it ly can pretend to 
a Poiiit-iio-l'oint, a Cape Flyaway, a free government M-ithout attention to 
dream. I say it is the onlinnnre of it." .\ curious *' l A-^ay on Hcred- 
Ood Almijfhty, in the consiiiulion of itary Titles and University Degrees, 
human nature, and wrought into the particularly Doctorates in Di>iuity, 
fabric of the universe. I'liilovojihtTS fiy a New I'nfjland Farmer," was 
and politicians may nil)ble and quib~ printed in Boston, in 1798, " by Man- 
ble, but thejf will never get rid m it ning & Loring, fiv Odeb Bingham, 
Their only rewurce is to control it. No. 41 Conibill." The author of this 
. . . IT you deny any one of these ]Mim|>hlet wrote against such dis- 
positions, I will prove them to demon- tinctions, unless conferred for aetnal 
stratlon, bv examples drawn from your merit." 
tnn Virginia, and finm every oAer 

VOL. 111. 22 
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Hie propCTty by what it it ahould go^ 
Not by the title."' 

To those, however, who did not perceive this distinctioii, 
or who wished to overlook it, Mr. Adams was the coimterpart 
of a genaine repnhlican — tainted with conceits and affected 
with a vanity which entirely disqualified him for the station 
he filled.* Hence the rancor of his o{)ponents was iDcreased 
by his Fucrpss ; and thoiig-h it might, pcrliaps, bo unjuist to 
them to question their sincerity, it can hiinlly be doubted Uiat 
too much stress was laid upon triflc.^^, and that, for party pu^ 
poseSi they were by no means reluctant to disparage his patri- 
otism and impeadi his intentions.' It is not afiirmed that 
Mr. Adams was perfect ; and it would be too mnch to assert 
that he was never mistaken.^ If he was "often liable to 



' All's Well That Ends Well, Act more from diaappoioted ambition and 

ikSe.S. uortifled ytamy Hum Mir. Adams} 

* Hamilton, in his letter on John for in no man were those paiaoul 
Adams, vd. isoo, 7, while he did not ever more highly sublimated/' 

deny his intep-ity or patriotism, spoke * As a general thing, Mr. Adams 
of him as possessing " an imaginatioil thoa^ free in the expreMtion of hi>i 
sublimatea aiul eccentric — propi- opinions, and indulging occasioiiallv 
tioas neither to the regular display of in a petulant humor, spoke of hu 
•ound judgment, nor to a steady per- bitterest opponents, in his cahn end 
severance in a systematic pkn of con- dispas^-ion ite moods, v ith rdmmciid" 
duct i " — "a vanity without bounds } " able moderation, and did amplejustice 
— ** a jealousy capable of dieeoloring to their talents and virtues. The only 
every object ; " — " disgusting ego- instance in which he seems to have 
X\sm and imgovcmablc indiscretion." departed from this rule — and that 
riit re are great and intrinsic defects not without strong provocation — was 
in his character, which unfit him for in his treatment of Hamilton, whom, 
the office of chief magistrate." See to the last, he could never foijjlve, 
also Jiarailton to Carroll, July 1, and wiiom he held up to the world a& 
1800, in Woriis, H 446, and Baj^urd a loathsome libertine. See the Can- 
to Hamilton, Aug. IS, ISOO, in ibid ningham Corresj).. and comp. Hil- 
467. A review of Hamilton's nam- dreth's U. S., 2d series, iL et iseo. 
phlet, by Gaius, was pubfishea at When great men thus spar with esra 
Baltimore, entitled " A few Remaiks other, and forget the rules of Christian 
on Mr, Hamilton's late Letter charily, we may lament their error, 
concerning the Public Conduct and and wish it had been otherwise with 
Character of the President," which is them. But the sun shines notwith 
worthy (>f penisil by those who wish standing the s]>ots Avhk-h may l)e ot- 
to see both hides of a question, though served on its surface. These eciijtMJ 
the pamphlet itself is somewhat tart but a ]>ortioo of its brightness. It i.s 

* "No man. pcrb:ips," s:ns I'ick- still the great reservoir of li<;)it and 
eiing, Keview, Q, " has ever sulfered of heaU And so is it with great men. 
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parozysDis of anger/' > were there not others who were gailty chap. 
of similar ezoesses? And why shodd he be singled oat as Jl}^ 
ezclosively an object of oensore? Few, it Is believed, can 1797. 
read hU writings, and few can review the history of his life, 
without awarding him the praise of acting conscientiously, and 
of being as free from gross and palpable faults as is often 
allotted to the weakness of homanity. It would be invidiooB 
to compare him with his distinguished assodates ; bot, with- 
out disparaging them, it may be safely affirmed thati if he was 
not their superior, he was at least their eqnal.* 

The difficulties witli France, commenced under the adminis- 
tration of Washington, had not ceased when Adams took the 
presidential chair ; and, as the rulers of that nation were 
jealous of the " increasing activity of the commercial relations 1796. 

betwixt the United States and England,'' ' and seemed desirous, '"lad ' 

1797 

by their decrees against American commerce and their capture iiw. i 



They bave tlicir faults ; but tlieir 
virtues overl)abnce, aiul commend 
them to our respect 

' Hamilton's I^>tter, crl. I'^OO, 3S. 
'*Mo!>t, if not all )m luiniiileni, and 
•ereral diAtingiuihed memben of the 
two Houses of Congress, have been 
huouliated by the eiSwts of these giuta 
of passion." 

* On the character of John Adams, 
see luM I^itr. \)\ !iis j,'randson. Charles 
Francis Adams ; Webster's Eulogy ; 
Uildreth's U. 8., 2d aeries, L 299> 
296, .*^c. 

' That France, as a naUon, from 
the outnet of die levolution, ddeid with 
AiBericat ia the contest with England, 

more fmm a desire to crinple tlie 
commei-ce of Great Hiiuiiu, than from 
any reul regard to the libeitiee of the 
United States, and that, so soon as 
the indenciidencc of the United States 
WM declared, she sought to divert the 
commerce of this country into a new 
clunnel, and secure iU* benefits to her- 
self, in evident from the writings of 
her eminent statesmen, and ii» indeed, 



distinctly avowed in the " Mem. con- 
cerning the Commercial Relations of 
the U. States mth England, by Qtl- 
zen Talleyrand," republished nt' Bos- 
ton, in l»Oi>. ** after the peace," 
says he, p. 5, ** whidi secured the in- 
dependence of America, France had 
been eensil)le of the full advantages 
of her position, she would have con- 
tinued, and would have sought to 
multijdy, the relations which, during 
the w;u", liad been so hap])ilv estab- 
lished betwixt her and her allies, and 
wluch had been l)roken off with Great 
Britain ; and thus, the ancient habits 
being almost forgotten, we might at 
least have contended with some ad- 
vantage against ever) tiling wliich had 
a tendency to recall them." Speak- 
ing, also, of the ciuist s which had 
tended to reconcile America to Eng- 
land, arising from sympathy of kn- 
guage, religion, customs, &e;, he adds, 
p. 1.3, '•They have taken such deej) 
root, that it would, perhaps, reqvirt a 
IWndk utaUifkment in .^menea fa 
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DIFFICULTIES WITH FEANCB. 



CHAP, Amerieao yeBsela,^ to force this country into a war with 
England, it became neoesBary, in the opinion of the execative^ 

1797. to remonstrate decisively, and prepare for tiie support of the 
rights of America. Hence measures were adojitcd for the 
protection of the shipping interest, by building vessels of war, 
fortifying the sea coast?, and augnieutiug the forc*^ of tlie 
nation.* These measures were naturully attended witli ex- 
pense ; and the opponents of the administration condemned 
them as extravagant. Bat the governor of Massachosetts 

JvM. seems to have ooncnrred in them ; and, in an address' to the 



Afljpet 0/ tuccess. Uxuoubtldlt 

8UCH A POLITICAL PROJECT SHOULD 

NOT BE OVI UI.ooKED." 

* iMtruciioiis to the EnTO}-8f &c., 
Phihd., 1798; Hildreth*R U. 8., 2d 

serifK, ii. ,'>{), ')•'). The latter decree, 
revinng that of May 9, 1 VU^, was in- 
tended — to wrote norlow — **to be 
Ettle short of a decLiration of war ; 
and, in iu practical application, it 
proved more £ital to the interexts of 
the United States than might ham 
been supjjoscd from its terms. An- 
other decree, stiil more sweeiiiiig, was 
imued January 18, 1798, which for- 
bade the entniiicc into any French 
port of any vessel which, at any pre- 
vions part of her voya<:e, had toucned 
at any Engli■^h possesion, and de- 
claring good prixe all vessels ha>inff 
merc^dtae on boeid die prodoee of 
England or her oolDiuea» wnoever the 
owners of the merchandiee might he. 

* Si)erch of May IG, 1797, in Ad- 
ams's Wiirks ix. 1 16 ; Bradford's 
Hist Fed. Gov't., m, ii.j; Hildreth's 
U.S., 'Jd MTie^, ii. 00, ; Harjier's 
Ofi^.. in W'or'ns, i. 47-154. Tucker, 
Li;e of J»-trei>on. ii. 10, 11, jndiciou^ly 
observes on thLs point, "The blame 
of this state of things was thro^wn by 
many on the in.wlf«e councIl.«; of the 
^verumuut, which were attributed to 
Its predilections fic»r Great Britain over 
FiBDOe. But they wcm rather due 
to the contlict iK'twcen those nations; 
for, when we consider the bitter aiii> 
moaity which was felt by both mtioiM^ 



it was scarcely practicable how the 
goremment could have riteered clear 
of a war with either Kn<rl.ind or 
France, and the question only to be 
oonridered was, which would have 
most afTectetl the honor, and most im- 

g>ded tin- )iro8jjcrity, of the country, 
ad the f,'ovemment not firmly re- 
sitited and diligently counteractea die 
|)opular sentiment towards France, 
or had not many of the causes of col- 
Inton been removcil liy tin- HHtish 
treaty, a war with I"ji;;l'Uid would 
have been inevitable ; but at\er that 
treaty, no course of mere neutrali^ 
woidd [)robahly have restoi t d the con> 
fidence and irieudly feelings of France. 
In short, enoounq^l by the known 
jxutiality of the Atnerican people, 
nothing would liave satisfied Francet 
ai>parently, but war a^^ainst Great 
Britain; and her unfriendly senti- 
ments were yrt further excited by the 
ret iili oi .Mr. Monroe, whose oulv of- 
fence was supposed to l>e his too kind 
feelings towards France.'' 

' The last sfs.sion of the legisla- 
ture in the Old State Hou»se was held 
this year: and JiHittary 11. IT'JN. the 
General Court took jjo.ssessitta of the 
New State House, still standing near 
the Corninou. the erection of which 
was commenced in lido. On this 
occanon, the go\ emor and legislature, 
with the different otHcers ot the gov- 
ernment, moved in pixicC-ssion tt» the 
representatives' room, where the Rev. 
Dr. Thadier, as chaplain of the 0«n- 
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General Court, in the followiDg year, he recommended the chap. 
adoption of eimilar measuree for the defence of the sea coastR 2^^^ 
of the state, which are quite extensive. Castle Island, with 1797. 
his sanction, was likewise ceded to the United States, to bo 
repaired and extended, with a view to prevent tlie eutrauce 
of foreign vessels which might blockade the town.* 

The appointment of commissioners to the court of France Mi^ si. 
was another of the measures of President Adams, in which he 
was opposed by a portion of his cabinet, between whom and 
his exoellen<7^ there was not an entire harmony of views ; and 
the diflBculties which sprang from this source were lasting and 
violent.^ Elbridge (ierry, of Massaolmsotts, was one of tluise 
coniniissioners — a gentleman distinguished for liis intellec- 
tual ability, and for his attachment to the republican party. 
His associates were Charles Cotcsworth Pinckney, of South j«i.si. 
Carolina, the head of the federal party, who was still at 
Amsterdam, and John Marshall, of Yirgmia, afterwards the 
biographer of Washington, beloved for his ])rivate and public 
virtues, and admired for his unrivalled powers of argument. 
The reception of these agents,^ however, was not such as 



walOourt, dedicated the biuldln? "to 14. 10, 23: Hamilton's Works, \i. 

the honor of God and the people's 195, 214, 216, 218, 221, 242, 

ffood." For a deteription of the 247 ; Bradford** Hist Fed. Gov't 

DuUding, and the ceremonies of detli- 9(5 ; Ilildreth's U. 8., 2d serien, ii. 

cation, &.C., see Fleet's Register for l>4 et seq. " The preference of Mr. 

17Ui>, yy. 40 J Bradtbrd, iii. 56; Mem. Gerry to Mr. Cabot," wrote John 

of Gov. Suraner, in N. E. Gen. Uisl. Adams, ** was my fir»i mortal offence 

Kegister tor April, 1854, 120. afjain'st mvsovercipi lieads of d( ]mrt- 

' Braiilord, iii. 63-05. That nieiils and ihcir disciples iu all the 

ineton approved the measures of Mr. states. It never was, or has been, 

Adams, is oident from his Writinj^s, forgiven me by iho«!C who cull them- 

xL 205, 262. ** Believe mc, sir, no selves, or are called by otberK, the 

one can more eordially approve the * leading men' among the ISkleral- 

wise and prudent measures of your ists." 

administration. They ought to in- ' Works of J. Adams, ix. 150; 

Rpire unhrenal eonfimnoej and vnll, Statcsman'R Mantia), L 130. Francis 

no doubt, oombined with the state of Dana, of Massachusetts, was nomi- 

thinjjs, call from Congress such laws nated before .Mr. Gerry; but as he 

and means as will enable you to meet declined, Mr. Geiry was appointed in 

the full force and extent of this crisis." his pluce. 

' Works of J. Adams, ix. 2^8. * Mr. (ieny, who embarked for 

Comp. Tucker's Lii'e of Jeiferbuu, iL Eurojie August 9, and arrived at 
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cn\p. evinced a willingneBi on the part of the Directory, confirmed 
by the revolution of the eighteenth Froctidor, to treat with the 
1797. United States on liberal terms. Indeed, the conduct of the 
French rulers, with Talleyrand as secretary of foreign affairs, 

justified the remark of an eminent patriot, that " resistance or 
unconditional submission was the only ullcrnativc left to a 
nation within reach of their arms." For tlie commissioners 
were received witli coldness and disrespect; they were not 
publicly accredited; and persons were sent, in a private and 
informal manner, to ascertain their yiews, and learn upon 
what terms the United States were willing to purchase the 
friendship of France.^ 

In consequence of this treatment^ which was condemned 
alike by federalists and re|»ubli('ans. two of the conimissionors, 
' ' Pilickney and Marshall, left the court. But Mr. Gerry re- 
maiued, in tiie ho|>e, it is said, of avertini^ a rupture, and 
Opening the way for a reconciliation. If in this he was nn* 



Puis October 4, in t letter dated Oo> 

tobrr 9, ill Austin's Life of Gem . ii. 
169, note, ^ves a rather iudicruu8 
account of Ins reoeption at the court 

•'Tlie morning after my arrival," say» 
he, *• I viiu* M-aitctl uj)on by tlic mu- 
wcian8 of the executive, and, the suc- 
ceeding monung, by a deputation of 
jwissanlf";. or {i>horwomcn. for ])!os- 
ents. M;yor Itutledge was kind enou^'h 
to negotiate for me, by which means I 
avoid* d tlio kind cart^Ksps of the ladic?, 
and an interview with the gentlemen. 
They expected fifteen or twenty guin- 
eas, which each of us, according to cus- 
tom, was ohligeti to give them. When 
Ae ladies get M^ht of a mtidster, as 
tiiey did of mv colleip:ucs, they nmoth- 
er him with tfieir delicate kisses! So 
much for the dignily of the corps di- 

' What is our Situation, and What 
our PnjsiK'cts, l)v an American : Ham- 
ilton's Works, \\. 274-277 ; Tucker's 
Life of Jeticrson. ii. '_'<). L'S ; Unidford, 
iiL 68; Uarj^r's b|)eech of May 29, 



1707, hi Woilca, L 16fr-80& TIm 

French Directory had })reviously de- 
clared "qull ne reconnaitru, et nc re- 
oevraplusdemii^stre ]>!• ni|)Otentidre 
dcs KtatH Unis,jusqu'apres le retlresse- 
ment des picfs deniande au jjouveme- 
ment Americaine, et que la Jtepublique 
Francaise est en droit d'en entendre." 
Hannlton's Works, vi. !>I6. For a 
fuU account of thi>» emba!»»v, we the 
pamphlet publinhed at Philadelphia, 
f)y an onler of ('(impress of the 22d 
June, 1798, entitled " lusUuctiona to 
the lEbvnys Extnordinary and Miii> 
inters I'lenijKitentiarv from the V . S. 
of America to the French Kenublic, 
their Letters of Credence and Full 
Powers, and the Desjiatches received 
from them relative to their Mission." 
For curious pamphletA on the French 
side of the question, see the Second 
Waminf», published at Paris, in 1798, 
and FaucbetV Sketch of our Political 
Relations, printed at Paris, and ra- 
printed at f hiladalphia, iu 1797. 
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SDOoessful, the president, it would seem, did not entirely di^^ap- chap. 
|irove of his course,' though many of tlie citizens of Maasachu- J^ ^^ L 
setts, and the federalists generally, condenmed his vanity in itwl 
" thinking lie could negotiate favorably for the country, when 

his colleagues were convinced tlmt no just or reasonable condi- 
tions would be admitted."* 

Previous to the return of Pinekney and Marehall, the gov- 
ernment of the United States, satistied that its coarse roust be 
prompt and decided, was busied in devising measures to bring 
things to a head ; and, after the despatches of the envoys had 
been presented to Congress, which served to open the eyes of 
many, and to silence for a time the favorers and apologists of 
France,^ an act was passed authorizing the president to raise May 22. 



* Comp. J. Adams to T. Pickcrinf?, 
Aug. 3, 1799, in Work*, ix. 7. " He 
was uommated, and apiirored, and 

fiiiallv saved the peace of the nation. 
He ailone discovered and furnished the 
evidence that X, Y, Z were emjiloyed 
by TalIe>Tand. And he alone broujj^t 
home tfic dim't, rornml, otKciid as- 
suraaces upon wliicti the &ul).sequent 
eommlMion proceeded, and peace was 
math'." Yet I'ickcrin^' \v,is allowtnl, 
at the ensuing session of Conjness, to 
•end in a re|K)rt, — pnnied, indeed, by 
Mr. Adams, — in wiiich the conduct 
of Mr. Gerry wa"; criticised severely. 

• Coinji. llamilton's Works, vi. ; 
Bradford, iii. 70 ; Pickerinjf's Review, 
77-100; Hiklri'th's U. S., 2(1 MTi<->, 
iL 2G2, 2<i;i. Tlmt Mr. Uerrj was 

tenadoos ofhis own peculiar ])roject8, 
and (stirnattd, with jjrcat sell-coni- 
placency, the pkins wliich originated 
vUb himself,'* seems to be awnttted 
by Mr. Austin, his bioj^pher, to- 
gether with th<- "habitually siispiciouH 
tendfiicv of his niind." Austiai's Liie 
of (n in, ii. 307. That Mr. Oeny, 
howivir, did not volunlarily enter 

SK>n tlus sepai'ate negotiation, but lor 
e xeasons amigned in the text, is 
evident from his jA'ttcr to Talleyrand, 
iu Austin, iL 209. Wasliin^ton hud 
a less favorable upuiiou of Mr. Gerry's 



course than I'resident Adams, and 
wrote to rickering, October 18, 1798, 
Writingm xL 925, "With reapeet to 

Mr. Gern , his own chaiacter and the 
l)ublic satisfaction require better e\i- 
dence than liit letter to the minister 
of forrign relations to prove the 
propriety ofhis conduct durint; his en- 
voysliiii." Comp. Tickering's lieview, 
110-143, and Hamilton's Works, ti 
322. The treatment of Mr. Oerrv's 
family duriiu; his absence, as detailed 
in At»tin*8 Uk<^ Gerry, ii. 2G6, 267, 
reflects little credit ujwn the imitiea 
concenied, and speaks little in favor 
of the cause tlu'^ had espoused. To 
insult a lady, by uisinuating doubts of 
her huslKuid's fidelity, by crertiu'^ a 
guillotine before her window, on wtiich 
was the effigy of a headless man, 
snu-ared wllli blood, and by sava^^e 
yells dming the night, to disturb her 
re|>ose, were unnnnl)' and disgraceful 
acts, f(»r w hich no a|)olog)- should be 
oHlM"e<l, and which every j^ood citiaen 
must concur in coudemniiijj. 

' " The influence," says Tucker, 
Lift' of .ToU'ci-soii, ii. 33, ** which these 
deH|>atches had on public sentiment 
is well reeolleeted. Those who had 
been previously alityinted from the 
French nation, and were prejjoivd to 
I'eiiist her lawless course ou tiw ooeau. 
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CHAP, a piovi^^ional army of twenty thousand men, the command of 
which was intrusted to Washington. Authority was also 
179B. given to the navy of the United States to seize Tcssels under 
May ^0 ^8 France which bad committed encroachmeDts on 
JaD.ia. American commeroe ; commercial interoonrse between the two 
countries was suspended ; the treaties conduded with France 
July?, were declared no lonp^r binding on the United States ; letters 
July 9. of mai (ju»' and r(']>i i.-iil wore emjx>wered to be isvsued ; and 
other act.-; were passed, for increasing the navy, for direct and 
indirect taxation, and for appropriating tiie revenue among 
the oflScers of government. Alien and sedition Jaws were 
likewise passed.^ 

The adoption of these measures was censored bj the oppo- 
nents of the administration with all the virulence which 
passions inflamed' beyond reasonable bounds have ever pro- 
duced ; and the foundation was laid of personal jiii^uos and 
bitter resentments, which have not ceased with the })assage of 
years. Whoever, indeed, speaks freely of the transactions of 
those days — of the intrigues of great men and the plots of 
partisans — is sure to touch some sensitive point, and to revive 
animosities which will not soon be foigotten. There is no 
alternative, however, for the impartial historian, but to move 



loudly triumphed at this undisfjuisod 
inanift'station of the baseness aiid cu- 
pidity of her rulers, which at once 
jiiRtitied their pri'\i()us cnnrsp. and 
^ was likely to strengthen tiieir cause 
with the peonle. All the timid and 
wavering of the other party, the neu- 
ter between both ]>arties, and a few 
elevated mindK, who forgot ]Ktrty di»- 
tinctions in thoir sensil)ility to the 
national honor, swelled the list, and 
thus gave to the administittioii and 
anti-0«llia\n ])arty a deddve miyority 
of the people." 

' Works of J. Adams, ix. 159, 
160} Sparks's AVaKhington, xi. 242 
et «'q., and App. N'ns. 11 and 12; 
Martiiiall's Washiiigiun, v. llio-l-iQ ; 



Hamilton's Works, \i. 309 et seq. ; 
Tucker's Life of Jefferson, ii. 28-33 ; 
Bradford, iii. 67, and Ilist. Fed. Gov't. 
97-102 ; Au>tin's Life of Gerr\-, iii, 
271, 272 ; llildreth'8 U. S., 2d wjries, 
ii. 19o et seq. ; Harper's Letter of 
July 2:5. 179H, in Works, 1. L'(W. l'ST. 
The frigate CoNSTlTirriOM was built in 
Boston at this time, which was con- 
sidered one of the hcst sliips belong- 
ing to the United States. The other 
two flutes voted by Congress, were 
the United States and the Constella- 
tion. Besides these, it appears from 
the official report*, that not less than 
36o ])ri\'ate armed vessels were oom> 
niissionod, niountin<; 2733 gun% and 
maimed by b»74 t>eamen. 
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Straight forward ia the discharge of hb daty, dealing as fairly chap 
with the one side as with the other. It would not be difficult, 

did the disposition exist, to find fault with both ^iidcs ; nor 179'j. 
would it IjC dillicult to sulistantiuto, hy cojiioiis (juohitioiis 
from ni'w siKiper j)a.><juils, anonymous note:!, and lalhorless 
pamphlets, charges of misconduct against even the best char- 
acters. But it is unwise to judge men by their splenetic 
humors, or by the foibles and passions which often betray 
them. Moods of misanthropy are common to all ; and impulse 
prompts to many a hasty censure and reproof, which is after- 
wards regretted, if it is not retracted.* 

The reelectii>n of Mr. Sumner as governor of Massiehusetts 
was warmly opposed in this and the following year, in conse- 
quence of liis sympathy with Presi<lent Adams ; but he was 
chosen in the latter year by a very large mtgority, receiving ^^i' 
at least three fourths of the whole number of votes cast.* To 
the grief of Lis friends, he died before taking the oath of jam?. 



' The ptateof fi ( liii<? in Massachu- 
setts, and the viewH of the people 
relatiTe to Mr. Adams*s administra- 
tion, may b6 ^thered from the ad- 
drest^M appnmnff liis coui>e, from the 
l^llishture of the state, the grand 
jury of ihe county of Plynioutn, the 
Students of Harvard College, the citi- 
fens of Jtoston, and from a number 
of other lovrna. The replies to these 
nddresx's are in'ven in the Works of 
John Adun.H, i\, 189 et set]. C'oni|>. 
also Hildreth'x U. S., IM seriis. u, 
207 et seq. For the opinion of Ham- 
ilton on tiic Hitu.ition of the cowitry, 
•nd the views of thfise who were *• de- 

t(T:n:n"<l to i^o every lenf^th with 
France," hcc his Works, vi. 2H9, 
Letter to Washini^n, May 19, 179S, 
ami re[;ly of Wa.shinj;ton, in ihid. 
290. Tucker, however. Liib of Jeffer- 
son, ii. 21, judiciously ohserveH, that 
**thi8 imputation of sacrifidng the 
interests of th«' United Stites to those 
of a foreign nation, was indeed habit- 
ually nu^ by both partiea againat 



their 0])|)onent», hut, as to iho prent 
body ot the people, and even of the 
noHtieians, it was uttalf unfbunded. 
Vet, as carh one wtis ]»er>ti.idf'd that 
the poUcy of our guvemnieut, and 
]x>rhaps ita chanieter,waM likely to be 
affected according as the power of 
these nations in Eurone and their in- 
fluence here prevailen, each was led 
to take an interest in French or Ejij?- 
iish atfairs, cm account of the interest 
the\ took in their countrj'H welUire ; 
and it is not woodeiftil that, with 
many, objects first ptirsued on other 
accounts should be aflerwurds uur- 
aued fbr their own; and that, m a 
few in>-t..m-i's, the sccoiidar}' c )^^idl r- 
ation become the tir^t in regard and 
importance.*' 

" The whole vote was 33,000, of 
which Mr. Sumner received 2.3,000. 
(hie hun<lred and eighty towns gn>-e 
him a inianimous vote. Bradford, 
iii. (}■') ; Mem. of (fov. S.. in \. E. 
Geu. ULiiit. iieg. for April, 1804, 123. 
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CBAP. offico; and Moses GIW, the lieutenant gOYornor, occupied the 
chair for the rest of the year.^ The sucoessor of Mr. Gill was 
1800. Caleb Strong, a geotleman of '^unoooimon talents, of great 
political knowledge and experience, and of unblemished mor- 
als." * His competitor, Mr. Gerry, was the candidate of the 
re})ubliran |)arty ; and it is prorjf of the confidence of the 
people in his inle^rily that the vote for him was large, though 
insuflicient to secure liis election.^ The two parties, indeed, 
— the federalists and republicans, — were quite nearly bal- 
anced in Massachusetts at this time ; and such was the state 
of public feeling, that ** ministers and judges entered the arena 
of political strife^" and the temples of devotion and justioe 
became altars of desecration." * It is a sad illustration of 
the weaknc?^.s of humaiiity to find a meeting of free citizens, 
preparatory to the election of national r^resentatives, do* 



* Moses Gill, the lieutenant gov- bom at Northampton, in 1744, and 
ernor of Maasachuaetts, had held this entered early into public life, l>eing a 
otricc for several yeftn«, nnd was " e^ memhrr of the Committee of Corre- 
teemed as an ardent patriot, and a spondeiicc of Nortliampton, in 1775, 
nneere friend to the nbertiefi of the and of the MaaKadiusetts legisktoie 
people." lie was a ^'eiitlcnian (if re- in 1776, with the intrej)id Hawlcv. 
Buectable talents, and discharged the Ue was a member of the Couatitu- 
duties of his office with commendable tional Convention of 1780, and waa 
diligence. His admimstiation WiUi too chosen comicillur in the same year, 
short, however, to be particularly and senator in 1781. He was one 
diHtin^^ished, nor is his name usually of the five delegates to the Federal 
given m the list of the governors w Convention, in 1787, inui a member 
the state, thnu;,'h it ])ro]>rrly belmifjs of the MuKsachusetts C'oMxcntion of 
there, u.-^ lie M-rvi-d tor a lull year. 17NS. From 17N9 to 17'J7, he wa.s 
The death of Wahliington, whira oo- also a senator in the Congress of the 
curred Decenil-er 14, 1799, was a United States, after which he retired 
severe stroke to the nation, and to tlie to private life, until chosen to the 
federal party especially, with which dii^ magistracy of MaMaehtiaetta in 
he hid heen connected; and the IKOO. He wiis now, therefore, in tha 
duwulaii of this party and the triumph 66th year of his age ; and his abiiitiea 
of its opponents may be dated from and experience unmdantly quaBlled 
this ^icnod. Public 6cr\'icea weira him for the responsible station to 
held m all the states on the occasion which he was csiled, and which he 
of tlie inneial ^ of Waslunjj^ton, and filled with so much credit to him.self 
numerous eulogiea vara ddiTaied and and the state. 

published. ' Austin's Life of Gerr>-, ii. 302. 

• Biog. of Gov. Strong, ed. 1820 j * Austin's lile of Gerry, ii. 296, 
Boston Centinel for March 11, 1812 1 
Bradford, m 77. Mr. Strang ma 
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scribed as "a conventum of Parisiaa cntthroatB, assembled in chap. 
solemn divaa for the purpose of selecting some devotee of 
repoblicanized France as a candidate for the democratic iTM. 
snifhi^ in this district for federal representation at the ap- ^ 

pro»T.chiiig flection." ^ But sudi excesses were not uncommon ; 
and all who participated actively in political affairs were 
alike Fubjected to sneers and reproaches. 

The fourth presidential canvafls^ in the mean timCf was ifloo. 
approaching ; and, as dissatisfaction with the administration 
of Mr. Adams had been increased by his attempt to negotiate ^ 
anew with France, — which was disapproved by a majority of 
the cabinet, and by the great body of the fetlerulists in both 
Houses,^ — and by his disniissiil of Pickering and M'llenry, 
his secretaries of state and war, whicli provoked their enmity 
against him, as well as by the defensive measures which were 
still pursued, and the enforcement of the obnoxious alien and 
sedition laws,' the opposition became violent ; his conduct was 
oondcomcd as " a lieterogeneons compound of right and wrong, 



» BoHton Ceiitinel for Oct 17, HQS} 
Austin's IJfc of Gerrj', ii. 296, note. 

• DcMikorv jloHcctiongon the New 
Politicil AsiH Cts. .^c, X. Y., 18(M); 
Works of J. Adams, Ix. 11,18, 19, 24 
et »cq., 131, note, 162, 241 ct scq. ; 
Hajnihon's Works, \i. 471, and Let- 
ter on J. Adorns, 21; Gibbs's Fed. 
Admin, ii. 843 et seq. ; Jay h Jay, il 
296; Tucker's late of Jetfersoii, ii. 
68; Statesman's Muuual, i. 134; Hil- 
dreth's U. S., Sd serien. u. 180 et seq. ; 
Ilarijer's Speech of March 2. I70S, in 
Works, L 209-267. Li this insUuicc, 
several of the cabinet were opjMwed to 
■ending new commissiuners to France, 
as " an net of humiliation not to be 
submitted to except under the pres- 
sure of nn extreme neceidty, iHiich 
did nn' cN^i."' 

Works of J. Adams, ix. 14, note, 
291; die Ctmnini^m Correspond, i 
Hamilton's Letter, 2d ed. 37 ct seq. ; 
Pendleton's Address, Boston, 1799; 
Hatniilaa't WodK%iL807, 398; Piok- 



eriuf's Review, 44-77 ; Proceedings 
of the Va. Amembly, Philad. 1800 ; 

Harlow's Letters; liradford, iii. 80. 
For Washington's oj anion of tlie 
alien and sedition laws, see Sj)ark8*8 
Washington, xL 345, -ixl ; and for 
Hamilton's, see his Works, vi. 3SH, 
389. "The alien law," says Carey, 
Olive Brandy " I believe, was ne\ i r 
canned into operation. It was held 
in Urronm over several active and 
influential foreignem, who, m tlie kn- 
piairc of tlie dav. were rank Jacoliiiis, 
aud, of course, enemies of God aud 
man. But the case wm ftr different 
\vith the sedition law. Several individ- 
uals could bear testimony, from ex- 
perience, to the severity with which 
Its sanctions were enforoed." Pidl- 
eriufr, llcview. 11, jisserts that one 
of tlie object.H of the sedition law was 
"to protect him [Mr. Adams] ham 
the torrents of cahimny ]K)iiriii<r upon 
h.m from all the streams of demoo- 
lacy." 
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CHOICE OF JEFFEBSOH, 



CHAP, of wisdom and error ; " and the result of the caaTass, after a 
^HSl S'^^ ^ nianiBtiTriiig and not a little tetigiTersation, was 

isoL the election of Mr. Jefferson by a Tote of the House.* The 
Tote of MassachnsettB was gi?en for Mr. Adams ; * bot, as the 

jyw. electors were chosen by the legislature, at a special scs-iion, it 
is probiihle that, had the former niude of voting in districts 
l)een adopted, several votes would have lx*en given for Mr. 

iwii, •'cffcrson.^ Yet the governor, in his annual address, expressed 
himself in a oonciliatorjr manner towards the new adminis- 
tration, although the result had not corresponded with the 
wishes of manj dtizens of this commonwealth." " They will 
reflect," he observed, ** that, in republics, the opinion of the 
iniijoriiy must prevail, and that obedience to the laws and 
r*-[.. ct for the constitutional autiiorities are essential to the 
character of a good citizen." * 
Nor were these prudent counsels without their effect ; for 



* For the <e procecdii^ Me Ham- 
ilton's Works. 416 ft ^o<\. ; the 
Voter's Text liook, 7 ; Tucker'ti Life 
of JefS^raon, il 74-82; Bradlbrd'b 
llist. Fctl Gov'U 117; Statesman's 
Manual, i. 219; Hildretb'a U. S., 2d 
•erieo, ii. 402 et aeq. That Jeffimon 
took a deep interest in the result of 
this election, and did all in his jKJwcr 
to insure the defeat of Mr. Adams is 
evident from hit own writings, and 
from the iuhni^^ion nf Jiis hioirniphcr ; 
and the points upon whifii he priiici- 
paUr reiicW were, "that when these 
counteractions of the alien and sedition 
law8 and Uie new taxet« sliould t>e 
removed, the inherent unpopularity 
of these arts would brinff the ailminis- 
tration into di(>credit with the people, 
and give their rivala the aflcendency ; 
Ibr the an-jry jKissjons of party /x'alotx, 
deprived of all other objects, would 
concentre on the two obnoxious laws 
tnd other measures of th(> federaUata* 
apiinst which they aheadv had evi- 
dence o( a strong jH)pular leaJiing." 
Tucker's Life of Jefferaon, it 69. 

' The activity of the (^poneiita of 



Mr. Adams in Massachusetts is graph- 
ically ;''>r1ri\ed by Fisher Ames, in 
his Laocooo, No. L Woriu, 101. 
"The Jaoobina have at last made 
their own discij)line jiorfect. They are 
trained, officered, regimented, and 
formed to tmbordination in a manner 
that our militia has never yet equalled. 
Emissaries are sent to evcr\" class of 
men, and even to ever> individual man 
tluit can be gained. Every threshing 
fioor, everv huskinfr. every ]i\rty at 
work on a house-fnime, or raising a 
building, the ver>- ftmemla are in* 
fe-ted with hnuvlers OT whiaperetB 
against government. In one of our 
towna, it is a fiiet, that the vote would 
liave been imanimous for our worthy 
ciiief magistrate; but a turbulent 
man, who kept two great Aoff% but 
could not keep his estate, had influ- 
ence enough to gain five or six votes 
fortheanti-cuididate. The only com- 
plaint he had to urge against thi <io\- 
eninr m^s, that he had signed the act 
for the dog tax." 

' IJrailtbrd, iiL 81. 

« fimdftnd, iii. 82. 
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FIFTH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. M9 

the people of MaBsachusetts, notwitlistandiog the reflections chap. 
which have been caAt upon them, were as loyal to the oonsti- J ^^^ 
totion as the citizens of the other states. They might differ uoL 
in opinion upon the character of political measures, and ex- 

prcss tlieir dissent with considorablo warmth ; hut wht ii it is 
anirinod tliat tlicre was over a serious inteiitiou on their part 
to resist the legitimate action of the srovernraent, the charge 
can be easily and successfully dis^proved. In no part of the 
country have the people, as a whole, behaved with more pru- 
dence ; and if individual exceptions can be found, the same 
may be said of every other state. There is always a class 
of ambitious men, anxious for their own aggrandizement ; and 
if these do not succeed in securing the notoriety thov covet, 
they are loud in their denunciations of all wlio oppo^f' them. 

At the succeeding ])resideutial election, Mr. Jetlcrson was iSOi. 
rcchosen ; and this time, to the surprise of almost every one, 
the vote of Massachusetts was given in his &vor.^ Mr. Strong 
was still governor of the state, and held his office until 1807, 
when he was succeeded by James Sullivan, the attorney gen- 
eral, and a brother of the late General Sullivan, of New 
liampshirc.^ Party spirit, in the mean time, was iucrcaijing 

' Bradford, iii. 87, 88; Ilildreth's 1787, he was a inemhor of the Exco- 
U. S., 2d serieN, iL 631. utive Council and ynlf^e of probate 



s 



Ilradfiird, iii. 0.'>. Mr. Sullivan, for the rounty of Suffolk: and. in 

who was bom at Bcr^tick, Me., April 1790, he was appoiutetl attoniey geu- 

22, 1744, and who studied law under end, in whidi office be continued un- 

his brother, fiencnd Sullivan, soon til June, 1807, when he entered njxm 

To»o to celebrity, and waa appointed his duties m govenior of MaKsachb- 

kiiigV attorney for the coiintv in which setta. He was often a n>pre«tentative 

he resided. He was n memher of the ftom Barton to the General Court ; 

I'ronnci.d Congrens in 111')-, eiirly in was np]>oinred ajfcnt hy Wii lun:;tou 

1776 he was apjiointed a ju(li.;e ot the for settlinjr the Iwundaries bt-'tween 

Superior Court, and was a mend)er of the Unitea States and the British 

the eonveiiiinn for framing the consti- pn>vinces ; wai V^nfr a member of the 

tution oi Mii.s.Huchu»ett8, in 1779 and American Academy of Arts and bci- 

17H0. In 17S2, he reaigned his eneea, and of the' Htimane Sodety, 

jud;,'e>hi]i, aii<l resumed his jimrtice at and pn-suleut of th*- Massaehuvetts 

the bar, and, in 178;i, was appointed Historical Society, and of the Massar 

a delegate to Oongresa. hi 1784, he ehusetts Con^egational Charitable 

was one of the commis-sioners for set- Society. Less of a i>arty iiol'tician 

tliuf; the L'lnd controverHy between tlian many of hw 8up|)orters wished 

MaMacbusetts and New York j in or expected, he was disposed to act. 
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CHABACTEB OF JEFFERSON. 



CHAP, in violence ; and Mr. Jefferson, in particular, while be had 
mapy frieods. who almost idolized him, had also his opponents, 
1107. who eoncorred in as hei&rtily coodemniDg his conduct as his 
adherents had fonnerlj in condemaing Mr. Adams. His tal- 
ents at intrigue, it was nid, night have "excited the envy of 
a HachiaTel." He ** had a language confidential, as well as 
a languatro official," which were directly at variance. His 
politics were tinctured with fanaticii^m," and his views were 
" theoretical.'' And though he " posaeaaed in a remarkable 
degree the power of inQuencing others, and using them as 
tools for the accomplishment of his designs,'' he did so bj 
** stooping to theur prejudices," and " ministering to their Tan- 
ity." ^ Yet it would be niyust to him to denounce him as a 
demagogue, or to assert, as did many, that he was " governed 
by the l)as('st motives." True, ])Otweon Itiin and Jolin Adams 
the difference iu character was strikingly marked. Jefferson 
was cautious, plausible, and penetrating. Adams was impul« 
wve, and followed his own instincts. As a politician, the 
former was nnqnestionablj the superior. As a man, the latter 
was entitled to the precedence. In intdlectnal ability, th^ 
were more nearly equal ; but Jefferson, firom his tact, was 



under all oircumRtances, \*nth candor 
and impartiality ; and, as governor of 
the state, he nAbed the violenee of 
those who attempted to introduce a 
system of proscription, and of re- 
moval from oflice to make room 
for others. In no senne of the word 
could he l»e cxilled a blf^ot ; nor 
yra» he radiail in his democracv, 
though sincerely attached to republi- 
cnn uriiuiples. lie was firm m his 
opiniuuH, yet moderate in expressing 
toem ; md hit views were the rmaa 
of deliberate ri-flccrinn and iirofound 
conviction. His death was lamented 
as a public calamity ; and cttiaens of 
til parties attended his funeral, to 
testify their respect for one wha-ie 
ptil}lic services, extending over a pe- 
riod of fbi^ yean, had been ao 



ried, and who possessed so n)anye5tti- 
mable traits of character. An ori^naJ 
portrait of Oovemor SuUiTan u in 
tlie j)ossessioii of Mr. Kiclinrd Sulli- 
van, of Boston; and an admirable 
copy of the same is in the posseMiop 
of T. C. Amoiy, Jim., Esq., also of 
Hoston, who is enpapod in preparing 
a memorial of (Jovenior .Sulhvan, his 
grandfather, and w ho has in his ))oe- 
Ke«;sion a larere collection of jmvate 
documents illustrative of his career as 
a jurist and statesman. 

' See the jximjihlet entitled "The 
Anti-Gallican, or the Lover of his 
own Country, bv a Gitiaen of New 
Kngland : Philadeljiliia, ])uhlish('d by 
William Cobbett, ojppotate Christ 
Church, Dec 1797.'^ Ckimp. alao 
FidMdi^ Review, 18. 
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better adapted to goyern a nation. For John Adams was chap. 
inclined to rely npon his own Judgment, while Jefferson de- 
ferred, seemingly, to the judgment of his friends.^ iny. 

Yet let it be said, to the credit of Jefferson, that, though as 
a politician he may have been unscnipnlouf, and as a man not 
perfect, he was a sincere friend to l»is country and to it.** inter- 
ests as he understood them ; nor is there reason to doubt the 
soondnesB of bis patriotism, eren if it was tinctured with a 
large share of ambition.* He was the first, Indeed, to adopt , 
the maxim that " to the yictors bdong the spoils and, in 
his removals from office, the competency of the incumbent was 
often overlooked. Under all the circumstances, however, he 
could hardly be expectod to have taken a difforont course. A 
new party had come into power, and its friends must be [)ro- 
vidod for. Federalists had hitherto governed the nation ; and 
should the reins be left in their hands, when there was a large 
number of republicans ready to hold them? If his doctrine 
was false, has it since been repudiated 7 Has any more recent 



' Oi\ thf charucter of Jefferson, see Re\-iew, 17, and Tucker's Life of Jef^ 

Tucker's Life of Jetfers<in, jjansini ; iVrson, ii, 209. 

Webster's and Win's Eulogies on ^ I have given," wrote Jcffereon, 

Adam** mid J('ff(T><nti ; Letters of "and will pve, uiulor existing circum- 

Tacitus I'lilhdelphia, 1602 ; Letter stances, only to republicans. But I 

to a Federalist, &e., Febw, 1805 1 Hil- beKeve, with others, that depriTations 

drcth's U. S., 2d serie**. i. 291-203, of office, if made on gn)tin(|s of jkv 

2*J7-3(M), 4<3o-4u7. " He woh a re- litical principles alone, would revolt 

Su'.ilican and a philanthropist," says our new converts, and give a body to 

Ir. Wirt, **ftoni the earhest dawn leaders who now stand alone. Some, 

of his chamcter. He loved his own I know, must be made. They mu«tt 

country with a ixuwion no leas intense, be as few m possible, done gradually, 

deep, and holy than that of his great and bottomea on some mahersation 

compatriot, [.\dam«;] and with this or inherent disqualification. Where 

love he coml)ined an exiKinded phi- we shall draw the line between re- 

lanthropy which encircled the globe." taining all and none is not yet settled, 

• **I will not take leive of Mr. and will not he till we gel our admin- 

Je^rsnn in this placc,*^ says John Ad- istration toother; and, perliaps, even 

ams, ** withont declaring my opinion, then, we snail proc ee d d Mon», htA- 

that the accusations against him of aiiritii; our measures according to 

blind devotion to France, of hostility the impression we perceive them to 

to England, of hatred to eommerce, make.* Comp. on this subject Tuck- 

and duplicity in his lite negotiations er's IJfe of Jefferson, ii. 91-91, 102 ; 

with the belligerent ]unv r^. -ire with- Statesman's Momml, j. 220,221, 226. 
out luuudauou." Cump. Tickeriug's 
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352 THE EMBARGO LAID. 

CHAP. ]»resident taken a •liflferent stand? And was e>'er a party, in 
J,^^ the hoar of triumph, known to prefer its opponents to its 
1807. friends? 

More serious matters, howerer, soon engaged the attention 
of the people of Massachusetts. The president and his cabi- 
net had long been suspected, and even accused, of a leaning 
towanl:^ Fiance, and of a wish to |)ronioto the views of tliat 
nation, and to provoke Great Britain. Spoliations on com- 
merce, in which the Eastern States were largely interested, 
had been freqnentljr made bjr French, as wdl as by English, 
Yesscls ; but, when the iigustice of this treatment was remon- 
strated against, and indemnity was nfged, the government of 
France attempted to justify its course by alleging that Eng- 
land was the first aggressor, and had been equally, if not more, 
unjust in its conduct towards the United States.* 

At tliis critical juncture, while the passions of all classes 
were highly inflamed, about a month after the passage of the 
KoT.li. English orders in council, and a few d^ys subsequent to the 
Dm. 17. issue of Bonaparte's Milan decree, an embargo was laid by the 
Dee.22. president, without period or limitation. • This feature of the 
bill, which was contrary to all precedents, was the particular 
ground of alarm to Massachusetts ; and it was feared there 
would be great diOicully in obtaining a vote of ConL''n',-s for 
a repeal.^ Many of the citizens of this state were vehement 



« Bradford. Hi. 94. Bonaparte's Hildreth's U. S., 2d series, ii. 32-37. 

Berlin (Iccrec was waued November The previouB procbuDAtion of the 

21. l S()G,d* clarin<r the Uritish Islands Knirlish n^vemment, for a hlockado 

in a .state dl" blockade, and prohibitimf of the coast from tlie VA\k' to Brest, 

all commerce and intercoutHe with wa-s issued May 16, 1H0«>; and, at a 

thvm : and the eHwls of this decree still earlier date, or in the winUT of 

w ere felt in America, as well as in lhUi}-<i,iu consequence of Briti«h a^ 
Europe. Carcv's Olive Bmneliy 115 

Uiidreth's U. 2d aeries, iL 647, Salem, Newbur) port, and other towns 

648. in Massachusetts, and from New York, 

* Bradford, m. 97, and Hitit Fed. PhUadeliihia, Baltimore, and other 

Gov't. 1,*j7 ; Statesman's M imial. i. cities, were forwarded to f'otifrresfi, 

253-2.36 ; Carey's Olive Branch, 1 15 protestiiij^ a^^ainst these aggressions, 

~120 ; Pickering's Review, 33, 34 ; and demanding redrem. Am. State 

Tueker'a life of JefiefaoQ, n. 248-250 { Bapen, 1801-1806, and 1806-1808 1 
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in <heir denonoiatioiiB ; and, ^ogli the frieods of the admin- chap. 
ietration spoke wannlf of the measnre, and defended it with J^^L 
enthnfliasm, thoee who eon^ered fbe president as unfriendly laor. 

to commerce were conlh ined in tlieir opioions of his charac- 
ter, and condemned him as a *' traitor."^ Nor can it be doubt- 
ed that the business Of MasBachusetts was serioasly checked. 
Agricnltore was diaoonraged, and the fisheries were abandoned. 
A laige nnmber of Teasehi were thrown ont of employ, and 
haoled np and dismantled. Ship boilding was suspended; 
and the gloomiest forebodings pervaded the eommnnity.* 
That John Qnincy Adams, one of the senators from Massar 
chnsetts, should have voted for this measure, and that John 
Adams, his father, should have given it his sanction, occasioned 
no little surprise to many.^ Mr. Pickering, the other senator 



C$nf» Ofiro Branch, 88, 89, 115. 

The orders in council of November 
11, 1807, are said to have reached the 
United States December 18, four days 
before the embar^ was laid J. Q. 
Adani<5 to H. G. Otis, p. 9, The em- 
bargo laws, with accompanying docu- 
menta, wm publiHhed at Boston, in 
1809, in a pamphlet of 174 ]iat^>s, hy 
Cuahing and Belcher. On the orders 
ID ooomsil, we Niks** Regiater, L IM 
-163, 177-189, 194-198. 

» "There is," says Carev, Olive 
Branch, 130, ** no measure of the genr 
erel government, from its first organ* 
izrition to the present hour, more 
Btrou^ly marked with wisdom, with 
tomamt, and with attention to duty, 
than uih recommendation. There is, 
nevertheless, no measure that has 
senerateo more ftelioas or senseless 
chmnr, more envenomed prejudice* 
more unblushing misrepresentation." 
On the embargo laws, oomp. An Ad^ 
dress to the People of New England, 
by Algernon Sidney, [Gideon Gran- 
ger,] Washington, 1808 ; An Address 
to the Con^n'ess of tlie United States 
on the Utibty and Justice of liestrio- 
tioDs upon Foreign Commerce, Phil- 
•delpliii, 18091 Blake's Eianwnatinn 

TOL. UI. 28 



of Am ObnslItutioDafity of iSu Bbi> 

baivo Laws, Worcester, 1808; Bar- 
ing^ InquliT on the Orders in GoUDr 
cil, 2d Am. ed., N. Y., 1808. 

• Address to the Congress of the 
U. S., 1'), PWlad. 1809; Report of 
Com. of Mass. Leg. 1809 ; Dallas on 
the Embarso, PInbd. 1809; Pick- 
ering to Sullivan, 5 ; Tucker's Life of 
Jefferson, iL 265,266. The registered 
toonage of the United Sfates m 1807, 
employed in the foreign trade, was 
848,306 tons; and of this Massachu- 
setts alone owned 310,309 tons, or 
more than one third. Pickering's 
Review, ;J4. Is it Rurjjrising in this 
view, that the citizens of Massachu> 
setts should have complained of the 
imiwlicv of the enilmrgo ? 

* Pickering's Review, 29-44 ; Brad- 
Ibrd, iiL 98; Hildreth's U. 8., 2d 
series, iii. 37, 78. " The jiresident,'* 
said Mr. Adams, has recommended 
tlus measare on his high rc8}ionabil- 
ity. I would not consider. I would 
not deliberate. I would act. Doubtr 
less, the president such ftn*- 
ther information as will justify the 
measure." Pickering to Sullivan, 11, 
and Review, 34. Comp. also the In- 
admiiriblA FlnndpJco of the of 
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POUCT OF THIS UAgUBB. 



CHAP, from MaflBachowttB, Opposed thft aet m impioper ami impolitii^ 
and addroned a letter to GoYernor SoUivm, intended also for 



1807. the l^gialatare and the people, embodying fajs Tiewe npoa the 
anlijeet' To this Mr. Jolin Qninej Adams replied, in & letter 

to Mr. Otis, iu favor of the embargo.* IJiit the pul)lic were 
dif^satisfied with his reasoning, and withdre.w their confidenoe 
from the friends of the act.* 

Let it not be eapposed, however, that the embargo was 
entirelj nnwarranted. For some tloM, the pestore of afibiis 
with England had been snch as to tlmaten a mptnre ; and, to 
prevent this eril, n^rotiatioas had been pending witb the Eng- 
lish government upon the subject of neutral rights, which had 
been violated by the seizure of American Tessels trading to 
any country with which Great Britain was at war, and by 
forcibly impressing American seamen under the pretence that 
they were Britiab aul^ta.^ The envoys to whom this niqgo- 



EnfHand'i PKMiuBatkn of Oct 16, toon M peaans d flrom the dftytcihw 

ISO?, by the lata AmidflBt Adami, received from Messm Monroe and 

Boslon, 18U9. Pinckney, afler they had entered upoa 

* * Cknreep. beCweoi Pkkerii^ md tihe ne^otiatien, diet there wae htde 

Sullivan, 1808; Pickering's Review, probatnlity ( f making a satisfactory 

3.'); Bradfonl. ill. 99; Carey's Olive adjustment of the great questions 

lirunc-h, 132; Hlldrcth's U. S., 2d imjireflementt indemnity for spolia- 

■eries, iii- 76. Mr. Pickenng was tions, or the West India trade. Aa- 

hangrd in etHfjv in the Northern Lilv ticipatinjj a chanpr of ministry after 

erties of Philadelphia, on a ijailows Mr. Fox's death, and with his hopes 

fifty fieet high, for op[K)sing the eOH of a sucoessful negotiation greatly 

bajgo. Pickering's Review, 5. modemted. the president thought it 

' John Q. Adams to U. G. Otis ; prudent to give more explicit inti true- 
Bradford, m. 99, note} Hfldreth's U. tiona tothe American envoys. 'They 
8., 2d series, iii. 77. were, therefore, infonncd of liLs >iews 

' It was asserted, by aome, that the on the sul^ects of impressments, neu- 

embargo was the nealt of a oomM- tral eomneroe, blaekadea, Ent and 

nation between the Soutliem and West Indm trade, and indemnifica- 

Westem Stateti, to ruin the Eastern ; tion ; and they were instructed not to 

but ofthi8 there is no adequate proo£ enter into any treaty which did not 

Comi). Carey '» Olive Branch, 131. |>«mde aome security agahiBt the 

* War in J)i»giiis<i; Answer to War impressment of Amencan seamen.** 

in DiNguise, N. York, IhOti; Peace or Tucker's Lil'e of JeHen»on, ii. 223, 

War, X. York, 1807 ; Oases and Que- 224. The copy of the treaty was 

ries, N. York. 1809; F.xam. of the received from Mr. lilrskine, who had 

British l>octrine on Neutral Trade, been appointed under the Grenville 

fte.1 Biwilbid*^ Hiat Fed. Gov't adiiuiuiCntiaiitoaueeeed,€rBntherto 

146; C»ray'iOfif«Bnaeh,lMw «It 1akBthBplMed(Mr.lfan3r,ataiB- 
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tiation mm intrnBted Boooeeded in effeoting a fnatjif, signed by ohap. 
tiie American and Britisli nmuBten, which was forwarded to 
the president ; but, from its alleged defeeto, he declined wibniit- isot. 

ting it to the Senate. It contained no agreement on the part 1807. ' 
of tlie British relinciuisliing in full their right of taking their '■■•^ 
seamen wherever tljey might find them ; and an article was 
appended- to it, after it had been signed, by which the English 
government might require of the United StateS) in case of an 
inTasion of* England by the French, which was threatened, a 
variation in the stipoUitions of the treaty in favor of England.^ 
The policy of the president in thus assmning, in oonnection 
with Madison, to reject so important a metk^iire without con- 
sulting the Senate, as it involved an unusual exertion of 
authority, became a subjeet at once of newspaper attack and 
defence ; and though he pleaded in his vindication his "sensi- 
bility to the sovereignty of the nation,"* there were not want- 
ii^ those who viewed his conduct in a less &vorable light, and 
who regarded him as playing into the hands of the French. 
For, certainly, as Monroe very steisibly replied, as the qnestion 
of impressment had been placed on the best temporary basis 
that the conflicting prejudices of the two nations would admit, 



iator from Grt^t T^ritain to the United criminals, i-qualization of duties, and 

States, and who reached WaahiiigUm regulation of privateers, the two in* 

in the preceding Norembcr. sminiento were 8ub«tantially the name. 

* Beat GmieB of the Failure of the The new features were, that Great 

Negotiation, &c. ; Tucker's Life of ]]ritain consontcd that the United 

Jefferson, ii. 22i ; Bradford's Hist. States should have u circuitous trade 

Fed. Gov't. 14() ; Statcstnfuj's Manu- with the colonies of her enemies, dur- 

al, i. 2ol ; llildreth's U. S., 2d series, in^ oxistini; hostilities; the limit of 

iL 6o,'i-<).j6. Pinckiiey and Monroe maritime jurisdiction was extended to 

were the ao;entJ( of the United States ; fife miles from the coa^t ; provision 

and Lords Auckland and Howick, was made in favor of sliijiwrecked 

afterwards Earl Grey, wen> the agents persons ; advuntuges in navigation or 

ef Engkiid. Tliit tre-aty, which oon- trade granted by either party to any 

gisted of twenty-six articles, was con- nation were to extend to the other; 

oluded for the term of tea years. It and all laws passed and measures 

confinned ths poreudiciit and troex- taken affainet the AJHoan ikve trade 

pirad artidcaia the treaty of 1 794, and were to be communicated to the 0^M>. 

on the subjects of the £a>it Lidia trade, * Comp. Hildrethlt U. 2d I 

' rhts of neutrals and belligerents, ap- iiL 27. 
flf eoMukb Nmndtr «l 
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CHAP, nothing oonld joBtifj the refusal to laUfy but a fixed detenni- 
nation, in case the matterwas not otherwiae arranged, to press 
1807. its decision by an appeal to amu.^ Hatred of England, it was 
said, was all that held his party together. Take away this, 

and it would speedily dissolve. But these censures, it would 
seem, were pushed too far and stated too strongly. If his 
own statements niay be credited, it is quite certain that Jeffer- 
son was not opposed to a peace with England ; nor is it 
necessary to question his honesty to aooonnt for bis oondnct 
on this occasion.* Without donbt, it wonld bare been the* 
most prudent coarse to have submitted the treaty to the Sen? 
ate ; Imt, if he was convinced in his own mind that it was 
injurious and dislionorable, he had a right to witliliohl it. Its 
adoption might have averted the consequences whicli followed ; 
but those consequences, as they were not sought by, so neither 
oould they justly be chaiged to, him.' 

Yet the confidence of the friends of the preeident remained 
unshaken ; and, even in New England, his partisans increased. 
But an outrage soon followed which tended for a season to 
check their zeal, and open their eyes to a sense of their dan- 
gers. This was the attack upon the Cliesaj)oake, near the 
Jim. 28. capes of Yirginia, by the English ship Leopard.^ An indig- 



* CompwlHidcer's IMof JeflbnoD, land. "Notwoeonntries upon earth,* 

8.2^,227; llildreth's U. S,, 2d «e- said ho, "have m) many points of 

riea, iL 663 ; uL 27, 64. Monroe^ it common interest and friendship ; and 

is said^ was not altogether free from their rulers must be grmt bunglers, 

•USpiaoD that the treaty with Great indeed, if, vnth such diKnositionti, thejr 

Britain, so imceremoniously rejected break them asunder. The only rivalry 

witliout lx>inj; even suhniitted to the that can ever aiino is on the ocean. 

Senate, had fallrn a victim to aj)jire- "VV'e a«k for peace and justice from all 

hensioT!'^ the crht of w) Kuccesslul nations; and wc will remain strictly 

a negotiation, hacked, perhaps, by neutral in tact, though leaning in be- 

federal votes, might carry it^ author fief to the ophdon that an Englidb 

over Madison's head into the prcs- ascendency on the ocean is fer safer 

identLil chair." Comp., however, on for us than that of Fmuce.^ Statea- 

this point, Twkia^t Life of Jeffienon, man^ Munialt I 249. 

.& 208. ' Bradfbrd'a Hist Fed. Oov^ 147, 

> In hia private correspondence with 148. 

Hboroe^ JelSenoa deeland hunaelf in * Am. State Papers, 1806-1806 ; 

ftvorofftpflRnaiiaitiieaceiiithEii^ An Ewqr od tin I^ghti wd DatiM 
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natioii meetiiig was held in Virginia, on hearing of this afbir ; ohap.- 
•nd a procbunation was iBsaed hy the president, complaining J."^ 
of the insdenoe of the British cmtars, and ordering all ships U07. 

of war belonging to that nation to quit immediately the waters 
of the United States. A court of in<iuiry was also instituted 
to investigate the conduct of the commander of the Chesar 
peake ; and a vessel was despatched to England, with instrao- 
tions to the American minister to demand reparation, and to 
ffupend all other negotiations nntil the same shoold be ob- 
idned.^ 

It was at this stage of afilurs that the embargo was passed* 
Bnt so soon as the pressare of this act, and of the additional 

and supplementary acts, which were "as satellites to the pri- JJJJJg^ 
mary planet," began to be felt, the peojjle, wlio from the 
oatset had submitted reluctantly, complained bitterly of their 
impolicy.* That the real object of the embargo was to oper- 
ate rather on Great Britain than on France was evident from 
the groond taken bj its snpporten ; and the arrival of the 



ofNfttions, Sec, by an American, Boa- 
tOBt 1807, oud Ap{). to ditto, Boston, 
ISOS; Calm Inquin-, by a Yankee 
Anner, Boston, 1H(»7 ; tlie Voice of 
Tn^ N. York, 1807 } Carey's Olive 
BiMwh, 108-115t Hildrath'i U. &, 

2d seru s, ii. 674-681 ; Tucker's Life 
of JetfernoD, iL 235 { Niles's Weekly 
Kegii^ter, i. 49^2, 73-78, 89-92. 

' Am. State Pajx^rs, 1806-1808, 
281 et seq. ; N. Eng. Palladium for 
Awil 5, 8, 15, 1808 ; Tucker's life 
«f Jefferson, ii. 228, 229, 236 ; States- 
man's Manual, L 253; Hihlreth's U. 
S., 2d series, ii. 682 ; iii. 37, 38. A 
meeting " to strengthen the iidminis- 
txation," &c., wan held in Itoston, 
July 10, over which Klbridge Ocrry 

SreHlded ; snd m second meeting was 
eld July 16, at which John Q. Ad- 
ams, U. O. Otis, Christopher Gore, 
T. H. Pnkini, John wnran, tod 
other dilliiiguished cidzens were pres- 
enW AiM&'a Life of deny, iL 31(H 



312 ; Carey's Olive Branch, 113; HH- 
dreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 2i5. " The 
indignation excited by this invaKion 
of national rightR," Kays Tucker, Life 
of Jefferson, iL 237, "which was 
hei^^htened, no doubt, bjr Iho feeble 
resistance made by the Cliesapcake, 
per\-uded evcr^' part of the commu- 
nity ; and, in city, town, and oountiy, 
there were meetings expressing theur 
keen resentment, tendering thetr sup- 
port to the government in sul measures 
of retribution, and, in the mean tUM^ 
discontinuing every sort of intercourse 
with Briti.Nh 8}ii|w of war. On tliis 
question, all parties cordially coop- 
erated, without distinction; and the 
countr)', as Mr. Jefferson proj^rly 
observed, had never been in such a 
state since the battle of Lexington." 

' For other acta enforcing the 
embargo, see BlakaPa Kwammiitinni 
11; ifildKeth'li U. &, 2d mAat, iiL 
69. 
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CHAP. British orders in ooimoil» and of Bonaparte's Miiaa deorseb 
served still fiirther to inerease the exeiteBoieBt.i To hm 
1808. sided with Franoe^ onder these circomstaiioes, would evidentlj 
Feb. 18. ^^'^ rainons to the eommerce of the eoontry ; to hvra 

sided with England ndijlit have preserved it.s most valuable 
j)orti()n. That tlie hitter was tiie more prudent course was 
the view taken by nearly all who were engaged in oommerciAl 
pursuits ; but the Soothem States, whose iaterests were agri- 
oaltwal chiefly, were of a different opinion, and evenimagined 
that a total destmction of oommeroe would not be a positiTe 
evil — an opinion in whieh Jefferson seems to have oonenrred.* 
Hence a suggestion of Livermore, of Massachusetts, oa the 
floor of the House, that, "since the United States were driven 
by inevitable necessity to choose between the belligcrenta, a 
regard as well for commercial interests as for the independ- 
ence of nations ought to iadnos them to side with Great 
Britain,'' was received with astoniahoMnt, as if it had been 
treasonable^ and the opposition was denonnced as Siotions and 
disorganizing.* 



' * Comp. Tucker's Life of JelTenont expectatious would have betni mil- 

fi. 268. "It must be nooUected,'* ized." 

Myt he, "that the measure was de- * Xotcs oti Virinnla. S»>(> also 
fmded by its advocates, not as the Thoughts ou the Conduct of the Ad- 
most profitable, but only as preferable mmistratkm, by e Friend to Petos^ 

to war; since wihniisMon to the mso Boston, 1808, and llildreth's U.S., 

lent abuses of j)ower by the belliger- 2d scries, iii. 60. Were I to in- 

ents, the only other alternative, was dulge my own theor}-, I should wish 

defended by no one. It was there- the ilKtai to practise neitlier com- 

fbre thouf^nt better to l)car the e\ilH merce nor nn\"ijr;itii)n, hul t» f-t;ind, 

of the embarvo for a time, t>eriuub m witli re.s|>ect to luiropt, {)rc-i i»c l\ ou 

they veKy thin to resort to war. the footing of China. M'e stiould 

There wan ;i chance that those nations thus avoid wars, ami all our citlBni 

would abandon their lawless pre- would be husboudmeu." 
tensiom when tfaer Ibond they were * HOdretfa's V, S.,^ Miiee, iS. M. 

liiirtful t(i themselves as well as to " Never," says Carey. OUvc Branch, 

their uneniies. There was also a 13^, ^ was 1 more deceived than I am 

ehanee of i>eace; and ItWBi <fiiliiiel]y at tint moment, i£ ever) candid, un> 

Ibreseen that, ht \ ond a limited time, biased reader do not agree with me, 

war would lie the j)refer.ible, as well thjit the opposition to the operation 

as tlie ceiiain exj^edieut. It in yet of the emnar^u Vntis factious, dl«oi* 

bdieved by some that, if persevered gaoiang,and impolitic in the extrome| 

in a little knger, the first of th«M and that thoae who rendered the law 
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In the midst of this excitement, the fifth presidential cam- chap. 
paign vas approadiing; and, as it had been nnderetood ^jj^ 
between Jeflferson and Madison that the fonner was to decline iMS^ 
in favor of the latter, a cancos of the members of the legislar 

ture of Virginia was call(xl, at which one hundred and tliirty- Jaii.2aL 
four votes were cast for Madison, and forty-seven for Monroe.* 

• 

The result of the congressional caucus, held the same night, 
was equally decisive in favor of Madison, who received eighty- 
three TOtes, to three for Monroe, and three for Clinton." In 
Kassachnsetts, no change was made in the government. Mr. 
SaUivan was reelected and qnalifed as governor of the state, m^tIL 
and Levi LiiBcoln as lieutenant govemor.* Yet the federal* 
ists, after a severe struggle, succeeded in obtaining a small 
majority in both branches of tlie legislature ; and a series of 
resoiuiioQs was passed qaestiooing the constitutionality of the jy^* 
embargo, and condemning it as an experiment both novel and 
dangoroos, donbtfol in its eflfeets abroad, and Mi of mischief 
St home.^ Displeasure was likewise evinced at the course of 



minatory and unavailing have a high 
oriinc to answer for to their ii^med 

country." John Q. Adams subse- 

Sently moved an inquiry in the 
nate, how soon the emhar^ might 
be rej>eviled; but the moti >!> was n - 
jeoted. Ik'fore Contfrcss udjouriiLil, 
however, a law waH jptuiscd, author- 
idng the president to rameiid the 
cnHar^ iict, ill the event or a j)eace 
between the belligerenta of Europe, 
or *'lf mich ofaangeii in their me«^ 

urps afFectin;7 noutral cnmniLTCC took 
place " an might render that of the 
United Statee eulBciently safe;" and 
** thiH law WM poaMed,** snys ToAitr, 

Life of JefRrson, ii. 265, " because 
BOme ho|>e whs then entertained that 
apeace between France and England 
would be eiffctc'd liy the intt-rvpntion 
of Auotria. .\n iniimatiuu had been 
gmn by Napoleon that Franoe would 
not require England to renounco her 
maritime prindples, nor would France 



renounce hers, but the question might 
over m denoe. 

" Tucker's Life of Jefferson, ii. 
260; Statesman's Manual, i. 259; 
Hildreth^s U. S., 2d series, iii. 64. 
In s|)eaking of Jefferson's vintUration 
of himself, in his letter to Monroe, 
Mr. Tucker observes, Life of Jetfer- 
son, ii. 262, ^' he is careful not to sajT 
that he h:id no j)referonce ; for it can 
scarcely be doubted that he thought 
Mr. Bfadiaoo hadporiordaiButothoie 
of Mr. Monn)e, if upon no other 
ground, at least upon that of sen- 
fority." 

* Tucker's Life of Jcffonoo, iL 260, 
note ; Statesman's Manual, i. 260) 
Hildreth's U. S.. 2d scries, iii. 63. 

^ Boston Palladium, Jime 3, 1H08. 

* Boston Palladium for June 10, 
1808 ; Hildreth's IJ. S., 2d series, iii. 
76-Ta Theae resolutiona, oflibred bf 
\fr "NVheaton, of Norton, were sub- 
stantiaiiy aa ibllows : " Keaolved, 
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CHAP. Mr. Adams ; and, as his senatorial tern was soon to expire, 
James Llojd, an eminent merchant of Boston, was chosen In 
isoB. his place. Mr. Adams, upon this, was so much chagrined that 
1809.^ ^® resigned his seat — assigning as his reason that he conld 

not, after such a Tote, consistently hold it longer. But the 
more velicinent of the federal party doubted his sincerity, and 
exclaimed, with upraised hmda, that "treacherj was heredi- 
tary iu the ikmily." * 

That the citizeiw of Massarhusetta expcnmont, which diRCOunur« indu»- 
have a natural, necessor), unci imme- trj- by destroy iuj{ itn rvwani, disturb* 
ditte interest in the p ra wn r i tion and natural rdanona <^ the cttiieni, 
prosperity of commerce, i)avi;^'3)i')u, is equally repujjnant to the a-xtinn:!! 
and the fisheries ; to tlic succcHHful honor and interest^ and while it« 
artenaioD of whidi, undar the late feeta in eountenetinir the oppreMi<v» 
administration, they arc, vith the jxilicy of nny other nation is at leait 
bleanng of Providence, j)rincipally in- doubtful, is pregnant with disastroua 
dtlrted for die lauid improvement in oonaequenoea to our own ; — Tliat, 
agriculture and the art^ and for the while the true ]x>licy of the United 
unexampled increase of their domestic States ]>oints to the cultiA-:ition of 
teaources; — That to secure prot^o- peace and umity with all nations, yet, 
tionandeneouragement to theKe meet if tlieae bleannga be unattainable by 
important and nnalifmible interests, moans conFiistcnt with national honor, 
waa a primary motive for the acce*- the people of tiub commonwealth will 
akxi of this commonwealth to the be ever ready to niatab all privationa, 
constitution of the United St;it<*< ; — anrl to make everA' exertion requisite 
That we therefore view with anxiety to support the dignity and enforce the 
and alann Ae operation of an em- leaaonable pretennom of the nationt 
barsfo of an unprecedented extent and and it ht in<,' certain that no dej^ee 
unlimited duration, by which not only of forbearance and moderation will 
Ibr^n oommcrae it aunliibted, but exempt neutral natiom at all timea 
the most grievous restraints and em- from instilt and aggression, and that 
barrammentA imposed upon the inter- the claims of militar\- ambition am be 
course between different states, and satiated only by uuKei^al dominion, 
even between different parts of the it ia the duty of government to pre- 
same state; — That although a. tern- pare for events which it may be im- 
ponuy embargo may Ih% on some oc- possible to avert; — That the spirit 
eanonii, expedient as a measure of and resooraea of die eountry are fully 
precaution, and the rijrlit to iin])Ose it adeqiuite tf) the protection of its mar- 
may be admitted as incident to the itime and territorial rights, and ought 
powen of the national government to to be directed and employed in midi 
filiate commere^ yet the power to pre])arationK as the experience of ap-s 
ereate a permanent embargo upon aemon^trates to he alone safe and 
Ibreitp and inknd oommtfroe, which effectual; — We cannot, therefore, but 
a majority of Congress cannot repeal deprecate a system of measures whichf 
against the consent of the president, instead of providing? ior the dot'ence 
was not, it is believed, contemplated of our ports and frontier by usual and 
by tlie framera of the oooatitution ; obrious means, haa impaired ournaval 
and the adoption of thiv mriKure. with force, and left UB apoaed tO every 
a view to coerce forei^i nations, is, in invader." 

anoffNiDddangeioiM * HildraUi'kU.S., 2dieiie8,iiL79. 



Digitized by Google 




OHHUn OF AH ATimiPT TO DIBBOLTB TBI DHIOV. 861 

The public excitement ma now rery great. By the death ohap. 
of Mr. SulliTan, the datiee of the chief magistracy devolved 
upon Mr. Lincoln, a devoted partisan of Jefferson ; and a 
more stringent system of policy was introduced, ^kleetinga 
had been held, from time to time, in the principal seaports, to 
remonstrate against the embargo, and to point oat the ii^jnriea 
it had canaed ; but his excellency, in his speedi to the General 
Oonrt, condemned these meetings as seditions and uncalled 
Ibr.i Nor is there reason to donbt that inflammatory speeches 
were made, and that extravagant articles were published in 
tlie papers. Yet if a few individuals were guilty of such ex- 
cesses, theirs was only the language of exasperated suffering, 
inconsiderately uttered. Senator Adams, indeed, expressed 
his belieC in a communication to the presidentk that, from 
information received by him, and which might be relied upon, 
it was the determination of the ruling party in Massachu- 
setts, and of the federalists in New England generally, if the 
embargo was persisted in, no longer to submit to it, but to 
separate themselves from the Union, at least until the existing 
obetades to foreign commerce were remoYcd ; that the plan 
was already digested ; and that, such was the pressure of the 
embargo upon the community, they would be supported 1^ the 
people.''* But this was a false alarm ; and, though it was 



' For the proceedings of these do not remain silent under the impu- 

meetinss, ^ee the newspapers of the tation. £ver since the fever of the 

day, ana com p. the governor's speech, time has passed awa^-, they fnaintrin 

Jan., 1H09; (an y's Olive Branch, 141 that the state of thiiiffs \vnn preatly 

et seq. ; UilUreth's U. S., 2d series, exaggerated by Mr. Adams, and that 

SI 113-115. liie existeooe of am* negotiation or 

• Tucker's Life of Jefferson, iu 286 ; intrigue between a British agi-nt and 

Statesman's Manual, i. 262 ; Hil- any of the leading jxiliticians of New 

dreth's U. 8., 2d Kcnes, iii. 81, 118. England had no existence except in 

It is nut known," says l\udwr, Blr. Adama'a fimcy, or rather in hii 

"whether the information thus com- wilfiil misrepresentations, Mliich. they 

municated by Mr. Adams was entirely ail«^', were dictated by a wish to 

•oenrate } but that the growing dm- reoommcnd Umaelf to the adininia- 

contcnts of the countrv' made some tration; and that, in the mission to 

change expedient, would seem to be KusBia» which was soon afterwarda 

Tery reasonable. It it bat juiliM to tsndcfed to him by FtediAmt Hadi-. 

wmi, that those who an thoa aeouaed ma, he leoairad tut ftward whkh 




MBHON OF HKKBX. 

CHAP, made a great handle of by the fhends of the administration, 
the proof of such a comfuuf waa |Mrtnei|iaUy ooi^tmL'' 
The misBioo of Mr. Heniy, also^ who iras tmt hither, ham 
Caoada, to aeiaa-a spy wpim the moTeoMta of the fedetaliiliV 
▼as entirdy fmitlen. Without doabt» it would have beoi 
pleading to England to have effected a separation of the states, 
luuler (listiiict an<i independent governments ; and this might 
have been brought about " by a series of acts and long-con- 
tinued {x>Iiey tending to irritate the southern, and conciliate 
the northern, people." But this ol^t coold be attained only 
by a alow and ciieomspeet pregrenk>%'* and reqniied for 
its eonfwmiaation " more attention to the afGuxa which agitato 
and eidte parties in thia eonntry than Great firttam had yet 
bestowed upon it." • 

Fortunately for the nation, President Jefferson was not 
uninHuenceil by ])rudential considerations in jrielding to the 
jw.9. preesoro of public opinioA.^ The xeoent act of Copgresa Uk 



bid been the main object of lib ds- tmity, the peaoa^ tad hoaor tt tfcrft 

from the fedeFalista." own countn ," 



^ ** No body a( men," aays Bnul- ' Bradford, iiL 106, note ; 

find, m. lOA, ** dtfacr of thft l^^isbture, OUve Branch, 1 44 et (ic<). ; Am. State 

or of towns or counties, ever seriously Papors, 1811—181/5 ; Ni!( >'s 'WiH'kly 

advocated or ^iropoaed Huch a mea»> Itcgi^tcr, iL 19-28; Boston Ccntinel 

uremMMMMihuMtti. Nor was there for March 18, 21, and 28, 1812, and 

ever just reason to hcKeirc that any Boston Rest)lutions, in ibid, for March 

Cblic character, or individuals who 25, 1812; Boston Chronicle for March 

1 the confidence of their feUow-dti. S3, 181S ; Hildreth'a U. S., 2d ■etieib 

zens, meditated the dissolution of the iii. 284-287. The documcnta relating 

Laioa for aav pur}x>se « hatever. The to lienr^'a misaioa were printed «k 

membera of the legislature nmon- SaleaitUi Manh, 1612, ina pamohlei 

atrated a^jainst the embar><o, and of thirtv-six pages, luidor the title of 

pointed out its impolicy and destruc- The ^Mex Junto and the British 

nve eflecta. The people, ia many Spy, or Treason Detected.'* On the 

tDwna, ^ the* Mine ; and, in mmm uiglish side of this question, see Eu- 

caar*«, expressed their fears of an un- ropean Mag. for lbL2j Nilfii'i WeeUj 

due foreign iuiluence, and uu uller llcg. ii. 2o7, 289. 

dincgard of ooBiDeioo» w among tho ' For Tucker's eorimite of Jeffier- 

OMMOB of tlwt oppressive measure. It son's administration, see his Life of 

waa not until tM>me yvarn later that Jetferaon, iL 287-2U3. " This ad- 

the story ww nnde'and dreuhtedv mmirtfitiop," he obserreo, *'nlified 

for piirf y pur|x>ses. no doubt, that a as it has Ix^en by thoge whose power it 

portion of the patriotic citizens of •upexscded, and whose views it thwart* 

llaawffhiiantta ww plotting, inth th» e{ hat been appcalod to bjr tfa* 

qfafhw^nnkniiiaiiwttha wihhwd pctjan of the 
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eaforee tiie embargo, nmiae tbe plea Hiftt evtaioiHi bad talreii CS4$. 

place, and tliat vessels, cleared only as coasters, luid carried ^JJ^ 
cargota^ to Europe, was so vehemently opposed, and the rcso- urn. 
lationB of Massachusetts were so decided, that, joined to the Fe)». 2. 
proepective election of Mr. Gore, the candidate of the feder* 
aU8t8,' the copci i r m t remonatranceB of the other New Sng- 
land States, and the defectiott in the ranks of the democrata 
tbeoMTes, there was no longer room to donbt the neeeantjr 
of attempting to lacify tlic jx^ople, and to allay the tumult^ 
which threatened to Ixicome serious. A rcjK'ul was therefore 
urged upon Congress — a re{)eal of the obnoxious embargo 
law; and an aet was passed effiscting its repeal after theNkSr 
fifteenth of March, so fcr as related to all coontries ezoept 
France and Great Britain, and as to them also after the end 
of the next session of Congress.* 

The overtures of Erskine, on the part of the English gov- Apr. 17. 
ernmcnt, for an adjustment of the controversy between Great 
Britain and the United State«^, led to an arrangement, which 
was approred by Madison ; and a thousand vessels were cleared Aps. lA. 
for foreign ports.* An act was also passed dropping the em- Jan*, 
barge provisions, and the exclusion of foreign armed vessels^ 
but oonlanurag the non-importation system, with a proviso 
legalizing the trade with Great Britain under the president's 
proehiination.'' But the hopes which were thus raised were 
speedily dashed. £r8kiue'd arrangemeat was disowned by the 
English government, and his proceedings were criticised with 



generation as the one in wliich the 
eountryt throngh the i^eater part of 
its course, exiM-'ricnccd more jniMic 
proeperity, and, through the whole of 
It, wai adnriniBtered more iMOcdii^ 
to the republicin principles of die 
OODStitutioD, than any other." 

' Mr. GK>re was elected governor 
this year, bv a vat^ooty U nearly 
8000 in 93,000 votrn. 

• Tucker's Life of Jetferson, iL 286, 
287 i Ounqr'sOliveBnao^ 168| WUr 



dreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 13G, 137. 
On the Ist and 2d of March. lH09,an 
Address to the I'coph' of Mii'^sirhu- 
setts was a|)proYed by the Senate and 
Home, vliicb hm afterwudi pub- 
lished in a pamphlet of twen^Hibur 

'""'^Am. State Papers for 1809 ; Hil- 
dnth*8 U. S., 2d u-rlv^. ill. Kis ct 
seq. ; Oirey's Olive Bnuu li, 102, IHO. 

* iiildreth's U. S., 2d bcricii, iiL 
180. 
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OHAP. no little BerraAtj^ This brought upon the adminiBtntion a 
Btorm of abuse ; and it was foond diflfodt to retrieve the step 
im. which had been taken. Party spirit increased in rancor; eren 
democrats were reetiTe, and the damors of the federsHste were 

louder than ever. 

jyy* Shortly after tliese occurrences, a new election took place in 
Massachusetts ; and Mr. Gore, who had " the most elevated 
ideas of pablio and private duty" and whose " conduct ^was 
always in perfect conformity with his prindples,'' * was sacceed- 
J«M& ed.by Elbridge Gerry, who entered npon the duties <^ his 
oflfice in the following month.* Thus the democratio party 
was once more triumphant in the state ; and the result of the 
election was considered as au indorsement of the policy of 
Madison. 



* An Appeal to the People, &c,, been Ms study. Tie was attorney for 

N.York, IS 10; the Diplomatic Pol- the district of Massachusttus by the 

icy of Mr. Mndinon Unvdled, 8-23} appointment of Washington, in 1790; 

Kobert Smith's Addw to the Poo> ^ as a comraissioner to England, under 

pie of the U. S. the treaty of 1196 ; and for several 

^ ^ * Mem. of Oore^ in 8 M. H. CeSL yean waa a lenatar in the slate lepa> 

iii. 191-204 ; Austin's Life of Gerrj', lature from the count v of Suffolk, 

ii. 314, 315. Mr. Gore was a lawyer * Austin's Life of G'erryi ii. 316. 
by profession, and politics Iiad long 
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CHAPTKE IX 



THE WAR OF 1812. HARTFORD CONVF.NTION. PEACK DECLAKED. 
REVISION OF THE CONSTITUTION. CONCLUSION. 

The accession of Mr. Ocrry to the chief magistracy of chap. 
Massachusetts occurred at a critical period in our local and ^JJ^ 
DAtional affairs. The general government had been compelled mo, 
to Babmit to a relaxation in the measore of non-interooorBe^ 
and in its reetrictionB on commereial pmrsnitB ; bot intelligent 
statesmen still demurred at its policj, and a war with England 
was confidently predicted. That such an event was deprecated 
by a majority of the citizens of Massachusetts may well be 
supposed ; and it was believed by many that, under the guid- 
ance of a prudent and magnanimous spirit, the difficulties 
between the two governments might have been amicably ad- 
justed. In both branches of the Oeneral Court, the m^foritieB 
were democratic, and there wss a harmony of purpose between 
the governor and the legislature. His excellency, in all his 
public communications, approved the course of the national 
administration, and confined his favors, by the advice of his 
friends, to such as were its supporters. The system of pro- 
scription adopted by Jefferson was followed ; and many were 
removed from office who had long and laithfoUy served their 
country, and whose principal fimlt was that they were not of j^jq. 
the dominant party.* But however "patriotic" were the 
motives wliich prompted to this step, it was ill calculated to 
conciliate the opposite party — though, possibly, und^r like 

■ MttMge of OoYeroor Qm of Jvw 90^ 1811, in MaH. BeiolfM, 217, 
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CHAP. ciiTurastances, they might have done tlic same ; and when 
" veteran^ of the revolution," equally with others, were sub- 
isiL jected to priYatioiiB and treated 'With neglectt it was saspected 
that "meritorious Bervioea" were not so highly esteemed even 
by republicans as might have been inferred from the letter of 
his exoellen<7 written twenty years before, the contents of 
which he had possibly forgotten.* 

The lines, however, were closely drawn ; and. in tin' hour 
of triumph, tliose who in former days had condemned others 
for exclu^iveness " sinned after the similitude of the same trans- 
gression. The inferior or County Courts were organised 

JU.S1. anew, to give an opportonity for changes in thai qntrter ; the 

jim.18. appointment of clerics of the judicial courts was vested im 
the governor, instead of in the judges ; and registers of pro* 

J«B.Sfi. bate and sheriffs were superseded by his excellency's political 
friends.*^ Whether such procefdinprs were in all res{)ects just, 
it must 1x3 left to the good sense of the reader to decide. 
" It has been asserted in England," says Matthew Carey * 
" that a tory in place becomes a whig when oat of plaoe, and 
that a whig when provided with a place becomes a tory." 
And it was, perhaps, by a similar process of reasoning lhat 
the policy of political proscription was justified. It was 
certainly a convenient way of a^usting responsibilities and 
balancing benelils. The scale turns not ever to the side of 
the ins; and when it hapjiens to sway to the side of the 
outs, it is too much, perhaps, to expect of them that they 
should fail to practise that " disinterested beneroleoco " for 
which they once pleaded — meaning, of course, benevolenoe to 
themsdves and gratoities to tiieir friends.^ 

' See p. 313. reKtorcd to the offict-s which thoy had 

• Mass. Laws for June, 1811, chaps, held at the befrinning of the fonner 

\m.f xxxiii., Ixxi., Ixxxi. ; Bnulford, politiral vr:ir. Jimdlbrd. ui. 129. 

iiL 116 ; llildretli's U. S., 2d series, iiu OUve Branch, 84, ed. 1817. 

2d0. After the election of Mr. StnMif^, * It was for this proHcription that 

a nunilnT of the (itfir< r-- tlui-^ pMnnvt il .Trffcrsnii applauded Oovenior Gerrv, 

were, b^' the ad\ice of the council, capeciuil) " for the mping with whkih 
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The sympiUhy of his eioelleocy with the views of Mr. Mad- chap. 
ison became more opptrent (he longer he coDtinoed in office. 
Heooe, in his speech to the Iqfislatnre at the opening of the isis. 
mm year, he did not somple to aoouse the federal party of 
hein^ anti-repoblioaa in its principles, and opposed to the 
mcasuies of the general government. "Are wc not oiilled • 
upon," said he, "to decide whether we will coniunt the liberty 
and inde[)endenee of ourselves and posterity to the fidelity 
and protection of a national administration, — at the bead of 
which is a Madison, supported by an sseeatiTe d^rtment, a 
teate, and a Honee of Bepresentatives abounding with rero- 
latipnary and other meritorious patriots, — or to a British 
administration, the disciples of Bnte, who was ihe author of a 
plan to enslave these states, and to Amcriijan royal i.-ts, who 
cooperated with that government to l»ind us in chains wliilc 
coloni8t8? Is it not morally and politically impossible that a 
doubt can exist in regard to the ehoioe ? " ^ 

A month later, a stiil more eztrsordinary menage was sent Feb. 27. 
to the legislature. The fiaderal pfess, during the past year, 
had reflected severely npon the oondoot of Governor Gerry 
and the policy of the national government. The articles 
inserted in those papers were from different hands ; and some 



he rubbed down his herd of traitors." 

Powers and prceminoncrs conferred 
on them," he wrote to GeiuTil Dear- 
born, are daggers put into the handa 
of aji.Ha'isins, to be plunged in our 
bosoms the moment the thrust can 

fo home to the heart.** Oompi Hil- 
rcth's r. S., 2d series ili. '2'>\. The 
State Bank was incorporated by the 
legislature in ^is year, (1811,) with 
a cajiiuil which was finally fixed at 
$1,800,000; and the yearly tax of 
one hali' per cent on this capital was 
^ (Hfigin of the hank tax since as- 
sessed uj)mi nil such institutions, and 
from which a large revenue i« derived 
to the sute. Mass. Lam ftr June, 
1811, chap, ksxhr. 



' Gov. Gerry's Message of Jan. 
8, 1812, in KeVolves of Mass. 279; 
Bradtonl, iii. 119, note. Towanls the 
doM of this message, hia excellency 
asserts that, during the recess of the 
General Court, be had received sev- 
eral anonymoua threata of aseaiirina- 
tion, for hanng supported the national 
government ; " ana that " our late 
venerable Pivndent Adams, that great 
and }j;o<k1 man, who, in our conffict 
for liberty, was the pride of Masaa- 
diusetts, and an uracle of Congress, 
has been al><() thre;\tened with assassi- 
nation in his bed." For the rcjilies 
of the Senate and House, t>ee lie- 
Mlves, SM-298. 
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368 UBELS CHABOED UPON THE FEDERAL PRESS. 

CHAP, of them, it must be conceded, were marked by a coarseness 
and excess of ▼ituperation which might well have excited the 
lais. passions of the opposite putj.^ These ertioles were deemed 
libeUons ; and the atteatka of the attomejr and aolksitor gn* 
oral was called to them, whose report was sent in with tiie 
mesBsge of his ezoeOencj, in which each action was called for 
as the exi^ncy required.* 

Ui>on the reading of this message, a debate ensued ; and a 
meuil)er of the Senate, of the federal party, offered a resolution 
" that the governor, in denouncing various publications in the 
Boston newspapers as Ubelsi especiallj after a grand juij, 
npon an ezammation of some of those publications, had re- 
fbsed to find bills of indictment, manifests an alarming dispo-. 
mtion to nsarp the power belonging to the jadlcial department, 
tending to crimlDate and injure the repntatlon of individuals, 
without aflbrding them an opi^rtunity of defence ; and that 
tJie employing of the law oflicers of the couimonwcalth in 
examining files of newspapers, for thg purpose of collecting 
and divesting such publications, with a view of presenting 
them to the legislature instead of a grand jury, is a departure 
ftom his constitntional prorinoe, and an infringement npon 
primte rif hts." * 



• Sw the articles in the Scourjfe, 
the CVntinel, the Repertory, the 
Oaiette, the Palladium, and the Mes- 
sonijer. for IKll, and romj). Mass. 
lUsolvesfor 1812,301-30-1. lu these 
pa;)erK, the governor, the ooundl, and 
even the whole legislature, were vio- 
lently abused ; and the Kupreme ex- 
ecutive was i^led a^atanderer," a 
••blannheraer,** ao ** incendiar> ," iLc. 

■ >W. KeaolTCS for 1812, 3^6- 
861 } Independent Chxonide for Mardi 
IG, 1812. This mes^age wa.s j)ul>- 
Ushed in a pamphlet of twelve ])ages, 
with a fiat of the pa])€rs containing 
the libels. The libels in the federal 
papers numbert'd two hundred and 
thut)-six, vi2. : nioety-uine iu the 



Scourge, fiftv-one in the Centinel, 
thirty-tliree m the Gazette, thirty- 
four in the Repertorv', eighteen m 
the Palhdium, and one in the Mes- 
senger. Besides these, seventeen were 
reported in the n publican papers^ 
viz. : eight in the Chronicle, and nine 
in the PathoL Mesbagei p. 1, and 
the Table, pa 9-12. 

' Boston Centinel for lftl2; Brad- 
ford, iiL 122. In support of this reso- 
hition, it wai said that '*the message 
Wixs moat extraordinary and alarming, 
striking at the fundamental nrindples 
of the constitutiou and of dvu liberty; 
tending, if suffered to pass into a 
prect'dent, to break (]owi\ the barriers 
erected by the constitution for the 
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In the midst of this ezoiteiiiml^ a ww 'tlectioii iook plaoe^ cbaf^ 
irhioji molted in &vor of Caleb fitrong. The oonteat nw^JI^ 

nnooBueoiilj anfaneted," and botii {lertieB were active ; hut 1812. 
tiie friends of Mr. (Jerry, with «U their exertions, eoold net'^^^ 

overcome the prejudices against him. Yet the vote was close, 
and the majority for Mr. Stroiipr was but thirteen hundred and 
seventy.^ It is possible that the oonduct of Mr. Gerry, in 
districtiiig the stat^ for the election of aenatora, had iCNiie 
inflnenoe on the popikr vote ; and it was alleged that the 
diviiien thus made, whiok the federalistB ohristened with the 
lame of " Oerrymanderffng," w«8 " new and arintrary " aad was 
** designed to secure the triumph of the republican party." And, 
BO far as the Senate was concerned, it had that eflfect ; but a 
majority of the House was of the federal party. It happened 
then, as it kfm oflken since, that the movements of politicians^ 
however sagaeioas ia their own iwtimatiffin, Med of effiiiotiiig 
all itt^ 'deiirfd. - There were eicaaeiitB, not taken into Hia 
aoooanty which operated agafast them; and the flnotoatiofia 
of public opinion were wholly overlooked.' * 

•afety of the whole people, and to de- Strong, and attributed it to the orden 

ttroy all penooallibierty and security; of the ''Junto of Federal Dictators m 

that if the governor could thus put at Boston," who sent " ninncrs " into 

defiance the privileges of trial by jury, eveiv town, "oommandiug tiieir de- 

aad, wHh \m law officers, depeiraent penaurta end adherenti to twell Hhit 

on himself, sit in judgmeut on the federal returns, lo^Uv if they eoaldt 

printers, condemn tnem unheard, and illnally if they musL''^ 

proclaim their condemnation to the ■Ownp. RMolves of the Worcester 

world, after the grand jury had re* OoBTcntion of March 1 1, Bristol (ku^ 

fbsed to find hills against them, no vention of March 12, and Middlesex 

class of citizens was safe; all must Convention of March 19, 1812, in 

be Hable to aeme ariiitrary ezer> Boeton Centinel for March 21 and 

dse of power." 25, 1 8 1 2 ; Returns of Senatorial Votes, 

> Cekb Strong bad 62,696 rotes, in Centinel for May 20, 1812; Brad- 

and Elbndge Oenrr had 51,838. Bi- Ibfd, nL 125. Mr. OtiB, a memba* of 

dependent Clironicle for June 1, 1812 ; the Senate from Suffolk county, pro- 

lioston Centinel for April 18, 1812; tested against the act for districting 

Niles's Weekly Register, iL 134, 239 ; the state, as unconstitutional ; but the 

Oarej'a Olive Branoh, 981. The vote subject was not discussed, as the nift* 

of the previous year was as follows : jonty of that Ixxiy was of the opposite 

£U>ridge Oency, 43,328 ; Christopher party, and would have voted him 

Gora, 40,143. The vepubUwaa were down, had he pteaented a formal mo- 

quite- facetious over the "lank, lean, tion. For a defence of the policy of 

and slippered majority " of Cioveroor Gov. Gerry, see the Independent 

VOL. III. 24 



870 Lloyd's speech in congbess. 

OBAP. The war Fpirit, in tfte mean time, was rapidly rising, and 
appearances from all qoarters seemed to portend a mptare 
isu. with Great Britain. £yen Llojd, who had taken the place 
of John Qnincj Adams In the Senate of the United States, in 
the debate on the navy bill declared in fiiTor of rigoroos meas- 

Feb.27. uro?. ** Most unquestionably," said ho, "peace is the polar 
star of tiie policy and (he iiitrrests of this country. It sljould 
be maintained at every cost ?hort of essoiiiial sacrifice. It is 
no disgrace for an infant not to contend with a giant. If all 
the energy and force of the nation cannot be concentrated to 
carry on the War, let ns record onr wrongs, make the best of 
the existing state of things, and, when we have the ability, 
pnnish the aggressors to the last letter of the alphabet. But 
if we are to go to war, let it be a real and effectual war. 
Give us a naval force. If, \yith our commerce abandoned and 
our naviL^ation swe[)t from the face of the ocean, our houses 
are to be battered about our ear;», and we, at the same time, 
denied those means of defence which the God of nature has 
given ns, and which we know how to nse, then, indeed, the 
northern section of this Union will be little better olf than 
the colony of Jamaica, and there will be room to snspect 
that, forms apart, we have as little influence in the councils 
of this goyernnient as vro have in tho?e of (I real Ijiitain. 

"If, however, the nation is determined to tight, to make any 
imprcgsion on England we must have a navy. Give us thirty 
swif^sailing, well-appointed frigates, they are better than 

CSmmiete fbr March 9, 1912. **Tlie lhettateregBidlemofeoinitiet,Mlhe 

OOMlitDtion," says the writer, "does republicans have done: and, in 1794, 

not nitiict to ooimty lines in ionuiiiK they wielded the ' carvii^ knife ' in 

^Btricts. The lart dittriotiiig ia fnS waai a manner as to eat off the countj 

as conformiililc to the rule of taxes, of Dukes and Nantucket from Bam- 

(and perhaps more ao,) aa any pre- stable, and annex it to Plymouth* 

viomiy adopted. If the county lines altboiwfa Barnstable intervened be- 

are really wished by the ledomlists to tween Dukes county and Plymouth." 

be the districtinp lines, why have they For the proceediuffs of the conven- 

not heretofore actwi iij)on that j)rin- lions anpro\ing the governor's coursse, 

dple themselves ? The federal legis- 8ee Inaependent GSuoniele fiw Mudl 

kturea of 17M and 1602 diatricted 19, 1812. 
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Bcventy-fours, because managed easier. Indeed, we do not chap. 
want seventy-fours ; for, courage being equal, iu lint^of -battle- 
ship and fleet cngagemeots, skill and experience will always uis. 
insure anocess. We are not ripe fbr them. But bolt together, 
side to side, a British and an American frigate, and though 
we should lose sometimes, we should win as often. Give us, 
then, this little fleet. Place your navy department under an 
able and spirited adiiiiuistrution ; give tone to the service; 
cashier every officer who strikes his flag ; and you will soon 
have a good account of your navy. This may be said to be 
a hard tenure of service ; but, hard or easy, embark in an 
actual, vigorous war, and in a few weeks, perhaps days, I will 
engage completely to officer your whole fleet from New Eug* 
land alone. 

" Give us this little fleet, and in a quarter of the time you 
would operate upon her in any other way we would bring 
Great Britain to tci ins. To terms — not to your feet. No, 
sir. Great Britain is at present the most colossal power the 
world ever witnessed. True, she has an enormous national 
debt of seven hundred millions of pounds sterling. Her dailj 
expenditures would in six short weeks wipe off the whole 
public debt of the United States. But will these millstones 
sink her ? Will they subject her to the power of France ? 
No, sir. Burst the bubble to-niorrow ; destroy the fragile 
basis on which her public credit stands ; sponge her national 
debt ; revolutionize her government ; cut the throats of her 
royal family ; and, dreadful as would be the process, she 
would rise with renovated vigor from the fall, and present to 
her enemy a more imposing, irresistible front than ever. No, 
sir : Great Britain cannot be subjected by France. The gen- 
ius of her institutions, the genuine game-cock, bull-dog spirit 
of her people, will lift her head above the waves long after 
the dyna^jty of Bonaparte, and the ill-gotten power of France, 
collected by plunder, perfidy, and usurpation, shall, like the 
unreal image of old, have crumbled into atoms. 
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WAB MOVEMENIS OF THE ADIflKISTBATION. 



OBAF. ** From this belief, I acknowledge, I derive a sentiment of 
gntohition. In New England, oar blood is unmixed. We 
ins. are the direct deeoendnnts of EngliflAunen. We are natives of 
the soil< In legisIatore,*now in session, of Ae respectable 

and once powerful State of Massachusetts, composed of near 
seven hundred niooibcrs,^ to my knowledge not a ?in|rle for- 
eigner holds a seat. As Great Britain wrongs us, 1 would fight 
her. Yet I should be worse than a barbarian did I not re- 
joice that the sepulchres of onr ibrefkthers, which are in that 
conntiy, wonld remun nnsaeked, and their coffins rest nndis- 
tarbed by tiie inhallowed rapacity of the Qoths and Saracens 
of modem Bnrope.*** 

April 1. Already had the president, inlluenced by political motives, 
con.«cnted to take the leadership in a new step towards war, 
by a confidential message to Congress recommending, under 
eousting circnmstances and prospectS)" an embargo for sixty 
days ; and a bill for ti»t purpose was introdaced and passed, 

A|ia 4. which prohibited the sailing of any vessel for any foreign port, 
except foreign vessels with snch cargoes as they had on board 
when notified of the act.* Josiah Qninc}' expressed in strong 
terms his abhorrence of this raea«»nre, and dcclarcil that he 
did not believe the proposed embargo was a preparation for 
war, bnt a refuge from the question of declaring war. " In 
every point of view," said he, I look on this measure as an 
abandonment of our national rights ; as impolitic ; as decep- 
tive ; as calculated to impress on the American people an idea 
that it is your intention to maintain commercial rights, which 
its true effect is to abandon. Its tendency must be to raise 
jealousy bctweea tlio Southern and the Eastern and Middle 



' The whole number of representa- 
tives this ^-ear wa« 713. Mass. Reg. 
for 1812; NUea's Weekly Reg. iu 
239. 

' Annals of Conjjjejw, 12th Con?. 
1st sesa. vol I 131-147 ; Uildreth'a 
n.8L,2dMd0i^iiLm-S8L 



» Hi«t Cong, for 1811-12; Mloa'i 
Weekly Register, ii. 92. ;)0-08. lO-V- 
107, li21-123; Boston CVntinel for 
^>ril 4 and 11, 1812; Independent 
rhronicle for April Ifi. 1812; Hil- 
dretb'a U. &, 2d series, iii. 290-293. 



Digitized by Google 



WAK irommnB op tbi A»imnanAnoir. St$ 

States. Th« floor and prodnoe of the Sontfaern States Kate oeap. 

had, during the whole winter, an open trade and free market 
Tliose of llie Middle and Eastern States have been restrained 
by climate and winter. Is it by a course of policy of this kind 
that you intend to conciliate affoctiou or excite confidence ? 
Will it not be said that, your own products being sold, you 
were indifierent what became of onis ? ''^ 

Other acts, howerer, which speedily followed, were stiH 
more dedsiTCi For not only were arrangements made for 
raising an army,^ but a bill was passed denouncing all persons Apr. 14. 
as pirates and folons who niit;lit be engaged in iinpro^^ing, on 
the high seas, any American citizens ; authorizing resistanoe 
to the death ; requiring the president to retaliate ; and assign- 
ing to every impressed seaman thirty dollars per month fof 
the period of his detention, to he levied on vay British prop- 
erty foond in tiie United States, or debt dee to a British snb- 
ject.3 It was for his concurrence in these measures, which 
were forced upon him,^ that those who were eager for war 
engaged to support Mr. Madison for the presidency at the 
ensoing election, and ^bridge Gerry, of MassachnsettBi for the 
vice presideni^ ; and, after pledging themselTSs fully to this H^y la 

• Niles's Wedthr Register, ii. 107, law, as would enable those having 
121 { Hist Coott. ror 1811-12 ; Hil- property in foreign ports to bring the 
dreth's U. S., 2(1 series, iiL 293. The same home, was prettented in the 
q>eech of Mr. Quiucy, delivered Jan- House by Mr. Ueed, and in tho Son- 
uary 25, 1812, on Maritime Protcc- ate by Mr. Lloyd, April W, 1812. 
tion, was printed in pamphlet form, B(Mton Centinel for May d, 1812. 

tt Alexandria^ by S. Snowden. * " President Madison 'WM, vidl 

• Niles's "Weekly Repstcr, ii. 103, much difficulty, brought to acquiesce 
118; Hist. Cong, ibr 1811-12 ; Hil- in warlike measures of a decisive 
dredi'a U. g., 2d aeries, iiL 29S, 290. chanetcr. He itiU hoped that met 

• Niles's "Weekly Kc^i^ter, ii. 147, might be avoided, either In a negoti- 
148; Hist. Cong, for 1811-12; Hil- ation, or a continuance of restrictive 
dreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 29(). I'IiIh measures on commerce with Great 
hill VBH passed in the House hv a Britain. Kut ho ms aoon mode to 
vote of ')3 to 28. See, further. Pick- understand that a more decided and 
ering's Letters, in Boston Rct)ertory energetic action on the part of the 
for 1812, and in NileB*a Weekly R^. fedenl sovenunent ins detennined 
iL 155, 185, 201. The Boston peti- on by the ardent democrats, whose 
tioDi signed by 53d merchants and influence now predominated in Con* 
oHMaa, praying for the ie|X!al, or toeh giaw* StatMmu.*! Manual, L 3i& 
wiftdifliftttifMi of the noiMnipoctAtiaii 
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CHAP, oooree, they felt assured of the cooperation of « Madison in 

carrying out their vicwB.* 
1812. In the mean time, in England, the British nnmBters isBoed 
Apr. SI. ^ jijclaration, in which they gave a concise statement of events 

which preceded tl»eir orders in council, and nioutioned tlie 
terms for their revocation. Tn thi-^ document it wa-^ si-jain 
dechired that "if, at auy time hereullcr, the Berlin and Milan 
decrees shall, by some authentic act of the French government, 
publicly promulgated, be absolutely and unconditionally re- 
pealed, then, and from thenceforth, the orders in council of 
January 7, 1807, and April 26, 1809, shall, withont any 
forther order, be, and the same are declared from thence> 
forth to be, wholly and absolutely revoked."* This, certainly, 
did not look like a positive intention on the part of Great 
Britain to act unju.stly towards the United States ; nor, while 
the French decrees remained unrepealed, does there scera to 
have been just cause to complam of the conduct of her rulers, 
though there might be good reason to object to her orders as 
iigurious to neutrals, especially to this country.' It so hap- 



• Niles's Weekly Ilegisler, iL 192, 
196, 270, 321 ; iv. 21 1 Statemnii's 

Manual, i. 34M, 356 ; Hildreth's U. S., 
2d tehes, iii. 298, H'M. ** Had not 
tlncate to oppose Us reelection driven 

Madison to uke the lead, no 
ration of war could have licen carried 
in either House of Congress." At the 
enieus referred to in the text, Madi- 
son reciivcil S2 votes — the whole 
iiumlR-r ^•:l^t ; and for tlie ottice of 
vitu jjir-^idi iit, John Lun^doil,of New 
H;i!nii>liiru, ici-t-ivrd VA votes, and 
lilbrid^'e lieny. ut Massachusett-s 16 1 
but the latter vote was afterwards 
chanf^ed. and Mr. Cn rrv was elected. 
He died, however, nooa alter entering 
upon his dut'ien. 

' Kurojjf uii M;i^. for Julv, 1H12. 
63 ; XilesH Weekly Keg. ii. 229 ; 
Bradford^ Hist. Fed. QaA. 180; 
Statesman's Maimal, 1. S')'). 

* The fuiloviiug extract from a let- 



ter of H. G. Otis, Esq., to a friend in 
London, though severely cennired in 

the papers at the lime, will nrobaWy 
be viewed at the present day in a 
morefiiTorablelicht ''It is too true,** 
say.s he, "that the repeal of the IJor- 
lin and Milan decrees has been less 
formal than it should have been, aitd 
that our adminititrution have become 
willinf? dupes to the insidious jjolicy 
of Napoleon, liut why ^hould your 
Ktivemment mind that P Why shi )idd 
they not enihmce any preteiiee for 
restoring liarmonj Itetweeu t)ur coiuk- 
triei^ e8|x;cially a« it will of conse* 

auence be followed hv ho^^lIity on 
ie part of France i* ^taJ)oleon will 
renew Ins outrases the moment tre 
are friends, and tlie n.iUiral tit > which 
cement Great Britain and .\merica 
will be drawn closer. On the ooo- 
trary, the t*crupuIou.s adherence of 
your cabinet to an empty punctilia^ 



Digitized by Google 



WAR DICLABBD. 



875 



peoed, howerer, that, at that yery time, an old decree was chap. 
produced by the French gOTemment oonBendng to the repeal ^J^L. 
of its decrees in regard to American TeBsels : and this was I812. 

May 20. 

commnnieated to Lord Viscoont Gastlereagh, one of his 

majesty's principal secretaries of sUite, by the American luiu- 
ister, in the following montli. Tlie icjK'al of the orders in Jttn.23. 
ooancil followed; btft, before the intelligence reached the 
United States, war had l)eon declared by Coogress against Jan. 18. 
Great Britain, and the door to reconciliation was unhappily 
doeed.^ 

Of the policy of this step diiTerent opinions were. then, and 
have since been, entertained. The reasons publicly given for 
the declaration of war were subptantially as follows: "the 
imprcssuieiit of American seamen by the commanders of Brit- 
ish ships of war ; their doctrine and system of blockade ; and 



iriU too piobabljr ndte the whole 
country in opposition to joae nation, 

and sever for gt'nemtioiis, perhaps 
forever, interests whic h lune llie must 
natural atiinity. and men mHo ought 
U» feel and love like brethren." Comp. 
BoKton C'eutinel fur April 2d, 1812, 
ani Independent Chronide for April 
27. IK 12. 

' Keport of the Com. of the Sen- 
ate of Maas. 22. 23 ; European M a^. 
for July, 1H12. H:5. ()4 ; Xih-s's Ke<^. 
ii. 2»»7-272. 27i>-'JHl, 392; Suppt. 
to Ix>nd()u (raz. for June 23, IH\'2 ; 
Bradford's Hist. Fed. Gov't IHO ; 
Hildrefh's U. S.. 2d series jii. ;{();{_ 
306, 344-347. ThiH declaration waa 
drawn by WilKam Finluiey, the at^ 
torney j^eneral. IngerHoU't* Hist, of 
the War, L 14. The mesxage of the 
president, whidi was confidential, waa 
sent to Con^resH on the 1st of June, 
and wu-t del>ate<l wilh closed doors; 
and the declaration of war was adopted 
in the Hou.se, June 4, by a TOte of 79 
to 19, and in tlie Senate, June 17, by 
a vote of 19 to 13. Of tlie seventy- 
nine members of the House, who 
wted for the war, aax^^wo resided 



south, and seventeen north of the 
Delaware; of the nineteen senators 

who voted on the same side, four- 
teen resided south, and ti\e north 
of that river. The whole number of 
menib« i-s in both branches north of 
the J)elaware, wa« sixty-eight, of 
whom only twenty^one voted for the 
w;ir. "Thu.s the war may be said to 
have Itceu a measure ol tlie SotUh 
and If esf , to taJce care of the Interests 
of the .Voiih, much against the will 
ofthebtter." Niles's Itef^. ; States- 
man's M.mual; Joum»iU of Cong.,&c 
The revocation of the Briti.ih ordera, 
it should be f>l)served, was not abso- 
lute, but conditional ; and the condition 
was, that the arovemment of 
the United States shotild revoke their 
recent acts, excluding British armed 
vetNels from their haniors and waten, 
and infcrdk tint; commerce Wtween 
the two countries. For the proceed- 
injjs in En<rl md, on this subject, see 
lavwpool Mercury of April 10, 1812; 
Kuropean Maj;. for 1H12; Niles's 
Weekly Keg. ii. 189; Inde]>cndent 
Ghxonide for May 21 and 25, 1812. 
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CHAP, the adoption and continuance of the orders in council, which 
operated extens<ively to the interrui)tion and injury of the 
American commerce." The two l*ttor, it was said, were " not 
to be tolerated by cinlized commmiitiee» being (boBded, noi in 
lif^i or jiutioe^ but in force; " and the fimner wm declared to 
be ** alterlj iBoooflietait witk the hooor tad attribntoe of m 
independent nation.'' To these was a]s6 added long and 
nnsatisfied desaand for re m nneration on account of depredatioDS 
committed by tlie subjects of that govci'umeut on tiie lawful 
commerce of the United States.'' * 

Of the validity of tiiis reasoning many were not satisfied ; 
and, though war with England bad evidently been content 
plated by the administration for some time prerioas^ to ila 
Ibnnal declaration, and no patriotie dtiien jostified in all re* 
flpeets ihe condnel of the British government, it was equally 
a])parent, when all the ibets were known, that the cabinet had 
highly colored the British acts of aggression, and had kept out 
of sight, or cast into the shade, the still more arbitrary meas- 
nres oi the French goveromeuL^ True, Uiere were not wanting 

• Addrem of the Ilonse of Reps, debate, it is time to pause, 'to stifiea 

ci Maas. in Mass. HeAolves ; Bnd- the anews, to summon up the blood,' 

Ibid't Htft. Fed. OoVt 181. Mr. and take our •tand on the nde of our 

InpersoU is of opinion, Hist of tlie couiitn. The projiosition ha«! long 
War, L Id, that **the war of 1812, been looked fur. Eveiy man Lis ex- 
Ike the w f uluthiu , was inentable, pected, or hoped, or moed it might 
and defensive ; undt-rtaken for mdi- come. The people, as well as their 
cation, not for aggrandizement, al- representatives have deeply and ear> 
thoi^ Canadian conquest was to be nestly reflected upon it It is univer- 
one <tt ita means. The cause was just ; sally agreed that the present state of 
the preparation frreater ; al^o the for- thin^'M cannot, must not. bst. Sof in?, 
bearanct' ; and tne consequences as then, no prospect of tlie continuance 
beneficial" See, however, on the of peitce.-- and, m truth, nirt deioriiw 
other side, the N. Am. Review for it on the terms we now have it, if 
J uly 1 H 1 (i, '2'M. peace it can be called, — it becomes 
' Bnidford's Hist Fed. Gov't. 181. us to enter the eonteat fike men who 
"Cojifidrntly l>elievin{j," snys Niles's have 'counted the cast of it,' and rce- 
Weekly Keg. iL 207, " that the United oncilcd their minds to the endurance 
States will soon be placed in an atti- of an evil thej cannot avo^.** For 
tude to defend their rights and redress KandMlph's Speech of May 29, in ww 
their grievances, and assured that the of the rumor of an intended decla> 
iDMiientoaa qneelion of war will, in a ration of war," and fbr the debate 
few da^ H, ho laid before Congress, and which ensued, aee Nileall Bc^ iL 
adopted, without delay or much idle 269^266. 
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Bome ttemben^ even of Ae federal, parlj, who sanetioiied tlie chap. 
•onne of the prendenti and jostified his poli^. And it wodd 
Bot be difficult to onll from tlieir irritiiigB nameroos passages mt. 
which the stanehest democrat would have cordially approved.* 
Nor would it be difticiilt to ^how, also, that respectable repub- 
licans were averse to the war. In approving or condemning 
the conduct of the executive, party feeling did not always rule, 
b«t etch viewed the subject from the standpoiat <^ hia own 
inteieelBp and dedded aooofdingly.* 

In BoetoB, the netropoUs of UaflBadnsette, widek hid 
been tbe seat of diseonteat, oomplaint^ and tnrbolenee,'' the 
opposition was qnite general. Whatever dfffienlty or dia* 
tress," it is said, " arose iroiu the extraordinary circumstances 



' Even John .Vdims, the former 
praadent of the United States, who 
■snuffed the battle like an old war 
horse," wrote to F.lkanah Watson, 
Xiily e, 1812, <* To your allualon to the 
war, I have nf)thing to say, but that it 
is with surprise I hear it pronounced, 
not only by newspapers, but by 'per- 
■ona in authoritv, ecclemastical and 
wnlf political an J military, an unjust 
■ad unneceMary war ; that the decla- 
ntion of it was altogether unexpected, 
&c. How it is possible that n rational, 
a social, or a moral creature can say 
that the war is un/iM/,iH to ine utterly 
mcomprehcnsihie. Hr)w it can he said 
to be unnecessary, m \er\ myHterious. 
Iktne thought it bothjurt tmd neee»» 
tary for Jive or six years. I low it can 
be said to be unexpecUdt is another 
wonder. I have expected it mora 
tlmn five and twenty years, and have 
bad great rea<)on to be thanki'ul that it 
baa Deen |x>st|)oned to long. I iaw 
such a spirit m the British Inlands, 
when I resided in France, in Holland, 
and in England it«elf, that I expected 
aaaother war much sooner than it has 
happened. " See Niles's Reg. ii. 372, 
and conij). Hildreth's U. S., 2d series 
Hi. 30o ; Ingersoll's Hist, of the War, 
i. 47, 4^^. Henr)- Clay, afterwards 
distinguished a.H a leader of the whig 
party, in « dalMto on the embargo 



question, in April, 1812, also " warmly 
expressed his satis&ction luid full ap> 
proliation of the president's message, 
and the proposition before the cum* 
mittee." And <*he approved of it, 
because it wti.«i to be received a.s a 
direct precursor to war." Nilea'a 
R^. T. lOd; Btatwaman^ ]iRBtial,L 
3o6. 

' Comp. Bradford's Hist Fed. 
OoT^ 181 ; Hildreth's U. S., 2d ae- 
ries, iiL 305. " The Eastern Statea,** 
says IngcrsoU, Hist, of the War, i. 
66, " were mostly oj)i)osi'd to the war ; 
the Wont all for it; the Southern 
and Middle State<^ divided. The war 
administration had a majority uf about 
forty voCea in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and of several in the Senate. 
The war was op|K>8ed bv most of the 
madumtM, lawrera, ana clergy, and 
some of the planters. It was sup- 
ported generally by the formers, ulant- 
era, mechanin, maiinerB, ano the 
ma«w of the people. Taking the rea- 
soning fhculty of the country for 
judge, probmly the declaration of 
war was mostly condemned ; but tba 
instinctive jjatriotism of the young, 
the laborious, and ardent, enthusiaKti- 
cally maintained it. Few denied that 
there was cause enniijrh ; though the 
time and mode were ooudcmned.** 
Comp. StitennA'b Mamnl, i ML 
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CHAP, of the time?, — an*l creat dininiltv and di.^tres? were inevita- 
^^^^ ble, — was a^^gravated and uiagnitied to the highest degree for 
the purpose of indamiDg the public passions. . . . From 
the moment when the war was declared, they clamored for 
peace, and reprobated the war as wicked, unjust, and unneces- 
sary. . . • They made every possible effort to raise ob- 
stmctiong and difficulties in the proseeotion of the war, and 
yet reprobated the administration for their inibwility in cur- 
ryini: it on. They reduced the govcniiiK'iit to ijankruptcy 
and roi)roa('hed it for its necCHsities and enibarrassiueats. In 
a M-ord, ail their movements had but one object — to enfeeble 
and distract the government." * 

This charge, without doubt, is stated in terms soiBciently 
strong, and there may be reason to question its correctness in 
every particular. Yet the aclcnowledgment must be made^ 
that tlie party ()i»{>osed to the war carried their opposition to 
a con>idi'rable length, though they seem never to iiave intend- 
ed wilfully to obstruct the government or thwart its action. 
The ])rc8sure of their grievances bad exasperated them to a 
. liigh degree ; and they felt that their causes of complaint were 
such as to justify their remonstrances and protests. Yet if 
the bounds of prudence were overstepped in some cases, it 
should not be inferred that there was an organissed plan to 
resist the action of the government; nor should individual 
cases of intemperate zeal be charged to the body of the peo- 
ple, a8 if they approved theiu.* 



* Gtray'a Olive Branch, 2 )3. daring Ihrar OonRdonce in the jusdoe 

Comp. Iniicrsoll's Hist of the War, of their csuise, and their readiness to 

L dtf. Bel'ure the declaration of war support the nica.sures adopted by the 

WM iMued, a memorial of the lej^»- mitionalgoTemment, with that eneigjr 

lature of Maiisachu-^ctts, pa'iscil by a and firmness which becomes a free 

vote of 40G to 24U, wuH sent to Con- people. ludep. Chronicle for June 

giesa, iettini^ forth the inexpediency 4, 8, 11, and IS, 1812 ; Nilea^ Reg. 

of a war with Great IJritain, and iL 274, 275. The raemorijil of the 

■tatitiff tlie dangers, calamities, and merchants and others of New York, 

rain Uiat would ensue. A protest of agabst war, is given in Niles's Reg. 

the miiiHi ity of the Housf ai:ainst this ii. 27H, 279. 

memorial was likewise sent in, de> ' See the Boston Centiiielibr 1812. 
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Intelligence of tiie declaration of war reached Boston on the chap. 
twenty-third of Jane j and, aa the General Court was then in ^J^L 
session, the irovemor oommnnicated it to the representatives I812. 

, TT 1 1, Jun.23. 

of tlie people. Iinmediately the House prepared an address, j^j^^ 26. 
whidi was a(k)pte<l by a vote of nearly two to one, reirretting 
the event, and expressing their opinion of its impolicy and 
inexpediency. ^ The action of the Senate was exactly oppo- 
site ; and that body adopted and published an address approv* 
ing of the war, and deolariog it, in their opinion, just and 
necessary.* The vote of the House, however, more nearly 
expressed the views of the people ; and three fifths, at least, 
if not a greater proportion, were computed to be opposed to 
tlie war, both before and after its declaration l>y Congress.' 

The appeal of the Senate, as it fell in with the plans and 
breathed the spirit of those who were hostile to England and 
friendly to France^ was applauded as a document of great 
power and force. ''It was not snfficient" — such were its 
words — " that we wero remote from European politicsi and 
courted peace under every sacrifice ; acquiesced in minor iqjn* 
rics ; remonstrated against those of a deeper dye ; forbore until 
forbearance becanio pusillanimity ; and, finally, retired iVuni 
the scene of controversy, with the delusive hoj)e that a spirit 
of moderation might succeed that of violence and rapine. 
We were hunted on the ocean ; our property was seized upon 



» Dostoii Cfiuliu-l for July 1, 1812 ; 
Addrt^s, jmh. in Boston; Hrad- 
fonl, iii. The vote in the House 

stood 406 to 24U, which waH the Hume 
tM the vote on the memorial of an 

earlicT dnfc. forwarded to Cnni^ress, 
iu favor of peace, and deprecating the 
evils of war with England. 

' Tlie report and address were 
published in a pamphlet of 28 poj^es, 
Dv Adam" and Rhoades, of Boston. 
See nl^o Bradford, iii. 129. 

' Bradford, iii. 120. Immediately 
after the detiaratiou of war was an- 
oouiioed, a pu^ Is said to have been 



organized, conipo'^ed princijially of 
the fedemUstH and some disaHected 
democrats, under the name of the 
" peace ]>iirty," which endeavored to 
compel the ^vemment to make 
peaff l)v rai^m;; everv |H)ssihle oH- 
Htxuctiou to the war. This couTKe, by 
the firiend« of the war, was conriderra 
as actii itcd more by feelin^^ of party 
spirit than by patnotiain } aud i^^any 
promhient federalists gave the sot* 
emment their support, so far as they 
found it disposed to carry on the war 
with vigor and etfecL Statesman's 
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CSAP. bj the ooimilmTe grasp of our now optn and a^nowledged 
enemy, and oor dtiieoB forced into a crael and jgnominiow 
1811 TBssalage. And wlien we retired, we irere porsoed to tiio 

tiuresfaold of our territorj ; outrages of an enormoiiB east per- 

petratotl ill our bays mid harbors ; the tomahawk of the savage 
uplifted against tlie jiarent, tlic wife, the infant, on our fron- 
tiers ; and spies and incendiaries scut into the bosom of our 
oonntiy, to plot with the desperate and ambitious the dismem- 
iMnnent of our gownment^ and involTe vs in aU the horron 
of a eivil war. 

**Tbe oouetitoted antfaoritiee of the United Statea» in Ooa* 
greia asBembled, sabmitting the justice of their eanae to the 

God of battles, have at length declared war against this inpla* 
cable foe — a war for the protection of commerce : a war for 
the liberties of our citizens ; a war for our national sovereignty 
and independence ; a war for our republican form of gorem- 
ment against the maohinationa of deepotism. 

" The Senate afl^ not to. diegnise from their oonetitaentB 
that the tunee are times of peril. The enemies of repoblios 
are on the alert The present » deemed the fiivorable time 
for the dismeml)orment of the Union — that favorite project 
of the Britisli government, which has been attempted by their 
authorized agent, and, we have alarming proofs, is counte- 
nanced and cheriflhod by citizens of this government. Ycd, 
we say with assurance that a deep and deadly design is formed 
against oor happy Union. We say it from oonviction, forced 
on oar minds, from declarations from responsible sources, trom 
intrignes that have existed between the enemies of ropnUiea 
and an authorized British spy, and from a settled determina- 
tion to opj^^r^e the government iu tlio prosecutiou of the war 
now Ibncd upon us. 

*VThe Senate will not assert that there exists a party- — in 
the two gmnd divisions in which parties are generally divided 
in the United States, and on which the Senate are relnctantiy 
compelled to animadTert — whieh gives conntenanoe to suoh 
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MBuUm projeetB. Tbe great body of the people are Ameri- .chap. 
cms. Itis the tiwinift tf r^nMia of whom we speak, — mon- 
aidusiB in principle and by proMknit-^'who disguise not isu. 
^Mir enmity to our happy government, and do not conceal 

Iheir intention to embrace the opportunity of popular disaffec- 
tion and commotion to attempt a revolution. Deeply impressed 
wilh the solemnity of the cmis, and with the danprors attendant 
on oar beloved coontry, as well from our declared enemy as 
ftom our intcadao fbeB, the Senate hare contemplated the dnties 
vhidi, as merabera of the locial compact^ each indiyidaal owee 
to Ub country ; and they declare them to be, a firm support 
of the government of their choice. The rightful authority has 
decreed. Opposition must cease. He that is not for his coun- 
try is against it. The precedents on record will serve for 
your guide. When engaged with this same enemy, our fathers 
ebeyed the calls of their oomiti7,ez|ireand through the antho^ 
ity of their edicts. la imitation of their eommple, let the laws 
erery where be obeyed witii the most prompt alacrity ; let tbe 
constitnted authorities be aided by the patriotic efforts of 
individuals ; let the friends of the government rally, under 
committees of public safety, in each town, district, and plan- 
tation ; let a oommon centre be formed by a committee in each 
comty, that seasonable information may be given of the moY^ 
nents of tiie enemy; let our young men who compose tbe 
militia be ready to march at a momenta warning to any part 
of our shores, in defence of our coast Theee precautioBS are 
rorfered necessary against our external foe, and the internal 
machinations she may again attempt. These measures are 
sanctified by the example of our fathers in our revolutionary • 
struggle. And, relying on the patriotism of the whole people, 
kt us commit onr cause to the God of battles» and implore his 
aid and success in the presenration of onr dearest rights and 
pffiTilegfSt" ^ 

* Address of the Senat«, 2&-28 ; Nilei's Beg. u. S08, 309. 
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CHAP. The adiiress of the Ilouse was couched in different term?. 
^ J^:^ " You are now," it said, " iuvolved ia war. The event forms 
1812. a new era to our national history. It is an e?ent awful, unex- 
^ pected, hostile to your interests^ menaciiig to yoor liberties, and 
rerolting to your feelings. It destroys your confidence in . the 
protection which the oonstitation intended to a£ford against 
all wars repugnant to the interest and will of the people, and 
proves tliat your Congress is in greater subjection to exeeuUve 
iulhieiice, and to tlie ])assions of the few, tliau to the ascend- 
ency of dispassionate counsels. But your duties are great in 
proportion to the magnitude of the exigency, and the trial 
imposed upon your fortitade and patriotism. 
** Yon are the citizens of one coanlry, and hound to support 

■ 

all constitutional laws, until by a peaceable change of men, 

you can effect the repeal of such as are obnoxioos. Yon must 
also defend your countiy against invasion by any foreign ene* 
my, without weighing the justice or necessity of the war. We 
pray you to discourage all attempts to obtain redress of griev- 
ances by any acts of violence or combinations to oppose the 
laws. Your habits of obedience to the dictates of duty, your 
just and temperate views of your social and political obligar. 
tions, your firm attachment to the constitution, are pledgee for 
the correctness of your conduct. When a great jK'0{)le find 
themselves oppressed by the measures of their government, — 
when their just rights are neglected, their interests overlooked, 
their opinions disregarded, and their respectl'ul {>etiiions re- 
ceived with supercilious contempti — it is impossible for them 
to submit in silence. In other countries, such occurrences pro* 
duoe tumults, rebellion, and civil war. But in our country, a 
peaceable remedy may be found for these evils in the constitu- 
tion. Situated, however, as you now are, every man must be 
quick to discern, and active to gu])ply, this remedy. It must 
be evident to you that a president wlio has made this war is 
not qualified to make peace ; and that the men who have con- 
curred in this act of desperation are pledged to persevere in 
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this course, regardless of all conseqaencea. Display, then, the chap. 
migQsty of the people in the exercise of your rights, and, sao- ,J^^ 
rifieing all party feelings at the altar of yoar conntry'.s good, isis. 
resolve to displace those who have abused tlicir power and 

• betrayed tlicir trust. Ori.'anize a prat< pdrti/ throuLiliont your 
country, and let all otiier party distinctioiiri vanish. Keep a 
steadfast eye upon the prcBidential election, and remember tliat 
if he whose fatal policy has plaoged yon into this onexampled 
oalamity is again raised to the chair, and if the abettors of 
war are f6 be introsted with oondoctiog it, you will have noth- 
ing to expect, for years to come, bnt *the sword of the warrior, 
and garments rolled in blood ; ' and that if you should, by 
your aid, accelerate the fall of (ireat Britain, you would 
merely deliver over your exhausted country and enslaved pos- 
terity to the dominion of a tyrant, whose want of power alone 
restrains him from the exercise of uulimited despotism on the 
ocean, and the same tyranny in the new world which he has 
imposed npon the old." ^ 

The address of the federal members of Congress was equally 
tenipciatc. "The momentous (piestion of war with Great 
Britain,'' it said, "is decided. On this topic, so vital to your 
interests, the right of public debate, in the face of the world, 
and especially of their constituents, has been denied to your 
representatives. They have been called into secret session, on 
this most interesting of all your public relations, although the 
circumstances of the time and of tho nation afforded no one 
reason for secreiy, unless it be found in the apprelu-nsion of 
the eflect of public debate on public opinion, or of public 
opinion on the result of the vote. 

Except the message of the president of the United States, 
which is now before the public, nothing confidential was com- 
municated. That message contained no tact not previously 

^ Address of House, in Columbian Centinel for July 1, 1812; Niles's 
Reg. iL 417. 
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CHAP, known. No one reason for war was intimated but siicli as 
^J ^^ was of a nature public and notorious. The intention to wage 
MIS. war, and inTade Canada, had been long since openly avowed. 
The olject of hostile meaace had hem oetentatiomly aar 
nonnced. The inadeqnaef of both onr modj and navy for 
sacoessfal xnTanofi, and the insnfficiency of the fortifications 
for the security of our seaboard, were every where known. 
They have carefully been kept in iprnorance of the process 
of measures until the purposes of administration were consam- 
mated, and the fiite of the country sealed. In a situation so 
SKtraordinaiy, the nndersigned Jtave deesMd it their dnty fay 
no act of theini to aanetion a proceeding so norel and aifat' 
trary. On Ae contrary, they made every atteni|yt in Iheir 
power to attain publicity for their proceedings. All m6k 
attempts were vain. When this momentous subject was stated 
as for debate, they demanded that the doors should be opened. 

" It has al?rays been the* opinion of the undersigned that a 
system of peace was the policy which most comported with the 
character, condition, and prospects of the United States ; tiiat 
their remoteness from the theatre of contest in Europe was 
their peculiar Mcity ; and tiiat nothing but a necessity abe»> 
lutely imperious sliould induce them to enter a.s parties into 
wars in wliich every consideration of virtue and policy seems 
to be forgotten under the overbearing sway of rapacity and 
ambition. There is a new era in human affairs ; the Europesa 
world is convnlsed. The advantages of onr situation are 
peculiar. ' Why quit our own, to stand upon foreign ground 7 
Why, by interweaving onr destiny with that of any part of 
Europe, entangle onr peace and prosperity in the toils of 
European ambition, rival.^liip. interest, humor, or caprice?'* 

" In addition to the many moral and ])rudential considera- 
tions which should deter tlioughtful men from hastening into 
the perils of such a war, there are some peculiar to the United 

> Wadiii^lUiiL 
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States, rmlting from the texture of the government and the oeap. 
political relations of the people. A form of ^rovcmment in no 

small degree experimental, composed of powerful and indo- i8i2. 
pendent sovereignties, associated in relations «oine of which 
are critical as well as novel, should not be iiastily precipitated 
into situations calculated to pot to trial the strength of the 
moral bond bj which the^ are united. Of all states, that of 
war is most likely to call into activity the passions which are 
hostile and dangerons to snch a form of gavemment Time 
is yet important to onr country to settle and mature its recent 
institutions. Above all, it appeared, from signs not to bo 
mistaken, that, if we entered upon this war, we did it as a 
divided people — not only from a sense of the inadequacy of 
oor means to soooess, hut from moral and politioal ol^jeotions 
of great wdght and very general influence. 

** A nation like the United States, happy in its great local 
relations ; removed from the bloody theatre of Bnrope ; wi^ 
a maritime border opening vast fields for enterprise ; with ter- 
ritorial possessions exceeding every real want ; its firesides 
safe f its altars undetiled ; from invasion notiiing to fear ; 
from acquisition nothing to hope, — how shall soch a nation 
look to Heaven for its smiles, while throwing away, as though 
tfa^ were worthless, all the blessings and joys which peace 
and such a distinguished lot include ? With what prayers can 
it address the Most High, when it prepares to pour forth its 
youthful rage upon a neighboring j>eople, from whose strength 
it has nothing to dread, and from whose devastation it has 
nothing to gain ? 

It is said that war is demanded by honor. Is national 
honor a principle which thirsts after vengeance, and is ap- 
peased only by blood ? — which, trampling on tha hopes of 
man, and spurning the law of Ck)d, untaught by what is past 
and careless of what is to come, precipitates itself into any 
folly or madness, to gratify a selfish vanity or satiate some 
unhallowed rage ? If honor demands a war with England, 

TOL. m. 25 
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CHAP, what opiate lulls that honor to sleep over the wrongs dooo 
SB by France ? On land, robberiee^ seizures, imprisonmenti^ 
lan bj fVenoh Mithority; at sea, piUage, smkixigs^ bamings, 
under Frendi orders. These are notorious. Are they nnfidt 
because thej are IVench ? Is any alleviation to be found in 
the correspondence and hnmiUatio&s of the present minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States at the French conrt? 
In his coiumuuioations to our government, as before tlie public, 
where is the cause for now selecting France as the Meud of 
oar country, and England as the enemy 7 
' At a crisis of the world such as the present, and nnder 
impressioos snch as these^ the nndersigned oonld not consider 
the war, in which the United States have in secret been pre- 
dpitated, as necessary, or required by any moral dnfy or 
political expediency."* 

Thus reasoned the two parties for and against the war. 
Nor should it be forgotten here that the party which favored 
the war, out of New England especially, was not only stimu- 
lated to assume a defiant position by the encroachments of 
Great Britain, and the difiosion throngb its body of political 
exiles firom England and Ireland, but by the growing spirit 
of adventure, and the thirst for distinction on the field of 
battle, wbidi twenty years of foreign dfstnrbance had natur 
rally generated. At the south these feelings were more prev- 
alent than at the uortli ; for there was a large number of 
enterpridiog young men, left in idleness by the institution of 
davery, who, as they read of the battles of Europe, sighed for 
swords and for military glory.^ But the people of Massaohur 

I Addrat of the Hoom of Rep«., * Hfldradi'ti U. 8., 2d •orus, uL 

passim. Com]). Nilos's Rt'p. ii. 3()f>- 'W^. " Tfthorewasa prohaliiHtv ofa 

816 } llUdreth'8 U. S., 2d leries, iiL war with Fiauoe instead of England," 

8iS0-S28. The name of Jonah Qom- Mud Hm TqnibKoanM, **it would kse 

cy, of M:issachus(>tts, Rtaiuls at the all its horrors with the federal party, 

head of the list of subscribere to 'i'hc Centinel would not then pul^ 

tfaia addmw, and the document was lish labored extracts fipom sermont 

dnnighted by hhn, and nvJicd by piMcM in England, describing the 

hit aaMdatM. nuiedMaadderaBtatioBaof ww) nor 
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setts, who were prineipully engaged in commercial purr^ults, cha?. 
and whose spirit of thrift was greater than their tliirst for ^^^^ 
military renown, were inclined to peace — not from cowardice, isia. 
nor from a wiUiogneflS to sacrifice the interesta of their coun- 
try, but from a profound conyiction that pqaoe was the polu^ 
of the nation, and would snbeerre its interests better than 
war. Nor is there reason to qnestion the sinoeritf of this 
coni^ctioD, whatever may be thouglit of the oorrectness of 
iiieir position.* 

The requisition upon Ma^Nsachu<ett3 for a detachment of 
militia, which immediately followed the declaration of war, Jun.22. 
led to a correspondence between General Dearborn and Gov- 
ernor Strong, in which the state of public feeling was palpably 
manifested. Gteueral Dearborn had be6n recently appointed 
to command the United States troops then stationed in Mas* 
sachosetts, and, by the antfaorily of the president, wrote to the 
governor for a detachment of forty-one companies of artillery 
and infantry, eight of which were to be marched to Rhode 
Island, and the rest to bo stationed within the limits of Mas- 
sachusetts. To this rofjuisition the governor made no reply, 
his objection being that he was in doubt whether the exigency 
had occorred which the constitution contemplated to justify 
the president in calling the militia into actual service. The 



would there be any combinationB their action m the tented field.'" 

amon^ the pretendtn disciples of Iiuin). Chroniole for May 14, 1812. 
Wa*<lunglon lor obstructing the na- ' fho Congreg'ational clerjs^* of 

tioual loan. Ou the contrary, we MnHsachu»ctt« very eeucrally depre- 

shoiild be called upon to ' uniiirl the eatod the wUt end a mtf^ number of 

American banner aj^iinst Franco ; ' their sermons were pnntcd and cii^ 

we should be reminded of the iutrepid culated in the comuiuiutv. Many 

deedfl of Americans during the nfth of these m in the ]XMMe«aon of tfaie 

lution, and of all the 'pride. j)onip. author, and a Rtlll Liriri r inimbcr may 

and circumstance of gluriouH war.' be found in the CoUeciiuu of Tracts 

We shonld be told that war opened a of the Mass. Hist Soa, and of the 

vast field for the disjilay of entcrjirise Am. Ant. Soc. Mr. Iniirrsoll, in his 

and genius, and atfurded high-spirited UisU of the Waii i. 62 et m^r ^oor 

^oung men an op|)nrtunity of ngnal- denins iht eonne of tUs ehss of our 

izing themselves. Our choice spirits dtizcns, and the eastern uulpit Ad* 

would all be called upon to 8purn the mi"Wti'?Pt fi gw nft the WCm 
dull pursuits of civil life, and 'use 
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CHAP, state was not invaded, nor was it in immediate danger of 
invasion, whatever the fature movements of the enemy might 
mx be.^ There was no intention on his part to resist the laws of 
the federal government, or oppose their enforcement within 
oonstitntional boonds. It was his sincere dcRire to fblfil as 
well his duties as the chief magistrate of an indepoiulent com- 
monwealth as to obey the laws of the jr^^neral government. 
His situation was peculiar, and in some respects novel. IIi3 
motives were open to suspicion, should the rancor of party 
Spirit see fit to impeach them ; and there might be a difference 
of opinion as to the propriety of his oonrse. Bnt he had no 
alternative save to follow his own oonvictionSi guided by the 



* Speech of Gov. Strong, of Aug. 
14, 1812, in Mam. Uesolvcs; Xilers 
Reg. ii. 2m, iii. 116; Bradford, iii. 
132, 13;i. Major General I It an 
Dettbom, the oommander-in-chief of 
the northern army, aiid father ofGen- 
csral H. A. S. Dearborn, was distin- 
guished as an officer in the war of the 
revolution, in which ho served with 
credit to himself and his country. 
Soon after the peaoei he moved into 
the District of Niaine, where he wan 
engaged for several years in agricul- 
tural pursuits. He vras also appointed 
major general of the militia, .'uid 
elected to rej)rc8cnt the district of 
Kennehiiiik in the Congress of the 
United States. On the accession of 
Mr. Jefferson to the j)n"*id<'nry, he 
was appointed secretar)' of war ; and 
duriiif; a long and arduons diseharge 
of the important duties of liis otliee, 
even bis political enumie» gave him 
credit for the economy, definatch, and 
punctuality wliich he introduced into 
the department. His ])aper8, which 
are valuable, are in the poRseo^on of 
his grandson, Wm. L. Dearborn, 
Esq., and are in an excellent state of 
preservation. I£b aon, General H. 
A. S. Dearborn, was distinguiNhcd for 
his devotion to the interest* of science, 
and his advocacy of internal improve- 
menta. He was commiH,siuner on the 
nivey Ibr a canal from Boaton to the 



Hudson River, in 1825 ; was choaen 
first president of the Massachusetti 

Hortictiltural Society, in 1829; was 
one of the i»roj)rietors of Mount Au- 
burn, and laid out tlu' grounds in 
1S31 ; was ehairnian of t!ir building 
committee of Uie Bunker liiil Monu- 
ment Assodation; wrote upon and 
advocated the 'Westeni llanroad. in 
163S; was an advocate of internal 
impnlvements In Maine, and visited 
thiit state in 1><;3.'5 and 1H.>0; was 
a commissioner for establishing the 
boundary line of Boston Haibor, in 
1S39; and projected, designed, iod 
laid out the grounds of the Forest 
Hill Cemetery, in Uoxbury, in 1848, 
MS. notes, furuished b\ Dear- 
boni. I ai). See oIm) Niles's Weekly 
iic^. ii. 177 ; Indeji. Chronicle lor 
May 7, 1812. O; the forty-one com- 
panies referred tn in tlie text, five 
were for Pastiauuujuodd) ; one tor 
^bdiias ; three for Castine ; two 
for Damariscotta and AViscajsset ; 
one for keiuiebunk; live for Port* 
land( four for Maiblehead, Salem, 
Cajii' Ann. and X('\\l)nryj>ort ; twelve 
for Boston; and eight for lihode 
Island. MS. Letter of Gen. Dear* 
bom. Letters eimilar to that sent to 
Governor Strong were forwarded to 
Governors Plumer, of New liam|»- 
shire, Griswold, of CbriniBetkut^ and 
Jonesy of Vermont. 
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b60t light it was in his power to obtain. And that ho endear- chap. 
ored to obtain such light is evident from his applying for 
advice to bis Couiu il, aud to geutlemeu who were emiueat for isia. 
their legal abilities'.' 

Upon the renewal of General Dearborn's call, the governor Jan. ». 
again declined calling out the militia. Yet, under his author- 
ity as oommandeT'inHshiefl he issued a general order requiring j«if s. 
them to be in preparation to march at the shortest notice to 
any place of danger, for the defence of the inhabitants, agreear 
bly to the directions of their immediate oflBcers. Orders were 
also issued for completing the detaclnnents rcMjuirod in April, 
and forpiaking the returns without delay to tlie adjutant gen- 
eraL Three miyor generals were likewise designated to take 
the command of the militia when called into service.^ 

At this stage of aflBuis, a letter was received by the gov- J«ija7. 
emor from the secretaiy of war, urging him to order oat the 
militia, in accordance with the request of General Dearborn ; 
but the governor declined ; and General Dearliorn left the 
seaboard,^ with most of the troops in the forts, aud marched July 22. 



» Bradford, iii. 133, 134, and Hist New Hampshire, : . . 3,500 

Pad. Uov'u 224, note. MaaBachusetts, .... 10,000 

Comp. Hildreth*^ U. S., 2d series, OomiMsticat, 3,000 

ilL 3^2-374. Khode Istoiid, .... 1,500 

« Hradford, iii. 134, 135, 293-296. Vermont, . . . . 3.000 

Govt- niur Strong was not only cen- New York, 13,500 

sored, at the time, by the friends of New Jersey, .... 5,000 

the administration, but, suWquontly, Pennsylvania, .... 14,0(M) 

bysomeofhiBOwnparty, for declining Delaware, ..... 1,000 

to order the militia into the aerfioe Marylandi, 6^000 

of the United Slates, as he was re- Virginia, 12.000 

quested. But the poaition assumed North Carolina, . . • 7,000 

Df him haa often been airofwed since, South Garollna, . . . A,000 

and tlie same doctrine was anserted Georgia, ...... 3,600 

by the State of Virginia, and bv the Kentucky, 5,500 

g}veniment of Connecticut Comp. Ohio, 5,000 

radford, iiL 140, 142, note, and Hitit. Tnnnnannn 2,500 

Fed Gov't 224-227. 246. notes; 

Nilea'g Keg. iiL 4, o, 22-25. la the 100,000 



schedule o f the apportionment of the See Nilcs's Keg. ii. 288. 

militia, by nrtue of a resolve of Con- ' (n-iicnil Dearlwmi was ordered to 

gress of April 10, 1812, the <|uotaa Albany June 20, in a letter from 

vtginnaaSillinn:— Etiitii» tin ncntary of war, to iriiidk 
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CHAP, to Oanada.1 In a snbeequeut message to the kgislafnre^ (fate 
governor defended his coarse on the groand that he "pro* 

1812. suiiiod, if this state was in dan^r. the re«riilar troops would 
not liavt' 1m'<mi onl(Meil to the north-wi'st fronlitM ? ; and if thoy 
wero r*o onk'ivd, tlio militia were imt liable to be culled into 
service, and stationed in the forts of the United States to do 
garrison duty, when no danger of invasion appeared.** **I 
have been fullj disposed,'' he added, to comply with the rd- 
qmrementB of the eonstitotion of the United States, and the 
laws made in pursoanoe thereof, and sincerely regret that a 
request should have been made by an officer of llie national 
government with which I could not eonstitutionall#coiii]>ly. 
But it appeared to mc that this re(iui?ition was of that char- 
acter ; and I was under the same obligation to maintain the 
rights of the state as to support the constitatioa of the United 
States.''* 

Bat whatoTer may have been the views of the governor or 
of the people of the policy or expediency of the war with 
Great Britain, as war was declared by the proper authorities. 

it was the duty of all to sustain the government.^ Nor were 



lie replitnl July 1, informing that offi- in the possession of W. L. Dearfx>rn. 

oer of the elate of afiain in MaMa- Esq. Though not very volumiuous, 

ehmettii, and'at the eait MMnllv; ftieqtntefntereatiiig*natoiilyftfftbe 

and July 22 he left fiir OreenlniU. light it vh> ds upon the \iens of the 

Dearborn MS& partaefl, but uuon the character of the 

* Deorboni MS&i Niles'b tiek.^ gwitfeiueu who ooodueled the die- 

358; Bradford, m. 135, ISft. The cumioo. Both»it iradd seem, were 

letter of Governor Strong, in reply to sincere in. thei^^opuuons and acted 

that of the Hecretary of war, dated from deUberate couviotkmR of duly. 

Aagiist '), 1 H 1 2, is given in Bradford, The brawdd general stood hie grocmd 

Hi 13(>-i:{'J. The opinion of the vdth Ijocomiiig dignity, and deftmded 

' judges with whuin he conhulled is his hide of llie question with ability ; 

abo given in ibid. 1.57. note. For nd the letters of Governor Stcoqg 

the oj»iiii«ins of LltiN il and Otis on this were equally able ami equally cmir- 

xnatter, iH^'e ibid. 140, 141, note. In teous. Whatever nuiy be our optn- 

die 0ew8iKi|>ers of the day, this 8ub> ioai, tfaeMlbre, of tfae 'merit»< of thb 

ject was also (liscMiNst'd at Icnpj^th. controversy, it would be unjust to 

* Speech of Gov. Strong, in Mass. reflect upon either of the gentlemen 
RcMlvm f» 1612; Bnidford, in. 189, eoncwncd in it 

149-1.V2. The cone^owlence be- ' " IaH me urge upon yrm," paid 

tween Governor Strang tad General Dr. Chauniug, in one of his seruntus, 

Dearborn bee been pnaerved, and is tmiioftaiit duty of eberishing 
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the citizens of Massachusetts charge<able, in this respect, with chap. 
a culpable indifference. For when, in the foUowii^ month, 
Captain Isaac Hall, the commander of the frigate Constitution, 1812. 
attacked and captured the English frigate Goerriere, on his re- 
turn to Boston he was receiYed hy all classes with enthusiastic Aag.30. 
greetings. A federal salute was fired on the occa.<ion ; three 
times tliree cheers were given by the crowd ; and the j)ublic 
dinner wa^s attended by a large number of resfjcctable mer- 
chants of the town, and bj officers of the state and of the 
nation. The victory was celebrated as an honor to the 
nation ; party distinctions were for the moment forgotten ; 
and the r^id^g of the people was for the sncoess of theur 
arms.^ 

The proclamation of the president declaring war with Eng- 
land reached that country in July, and was received with 
surprise.^ Ou the pai^t of Great Britain, for a time at leasts 



rwipect for civil govmiment, and a which wc live. VTo are bound to re- 
spirit of obediciicv to the laws. I «im spect government m the great si^curi- 
lenfdble that many of those I address ty for social happiness; and we sliould 
OOiudder themselves as called to op- carefully cheriHh -that habit of oi)edi- 
|>ose the measures of our present ence to the laws, without which the 
rulers. I^et thi» oppt>f»ition breathe ends of government caiuiot be acoom- 
BOCfaiDg of insubordiiution, impaUence plishetL All wanton opjKisition to 
of antnority, or love of chanjre. It con<<tituted authorities; all censures 
become s you to remember, that gov- of rulers originating in a iuctious, 
emment is a divme institution, eiaen- amhtng, or envious K|jirit ; all un- 
tial to the imj)rovi'nietit of our nature, wi|ltn;,wis to submit to laws which 
the spring ol' industry and enterprise, are direcU^ to the wuliiire of the 
the uiiela of projiertv and Ufe, the community, should be rebuked and 
TcAlge of the weak and o|)prc*Hsed. It repi-esscd by the frown of pnUio » 
is to the security which laws atford ditfiiation." « 
that we owe the suooessftil applici^ * t^niei^s Reg. iH. 15, 2H, 109; 
tioQ of human powers. Government, Bradford, iiL 141, 142 ; Ilildreth s U. 
though otYen })erverted by ambition S., 2d series, iii. 3G7, 368. The 
and other selfish pasmuns, still holds Guerriere was so much damaged in 
a tlistiiiguishe<l rank among those this engagement, that it was found 
intlueiires h\ which man has been impossibli- t/) tow her into port, and 
rescued from bariuui^m, and con- tiic crew aecordiii-^dy \u-re taken out, 
ducted through the ruder Kta^'es of and the sliij) was sunk. The Cttiimt 
society to the habit.s of order, the ot New York raised a sum of money 
diveitotied employments and depend- to purchase swords, to be presented 
enoes, the refined and softened man- to Captain Hull and the officers of 
ner>, the intellectual, moral, and his ship. 

religioud improvemeuta of the age in ' European Mag. Sot July, 1812, 
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CHAP, the war was defeosiTe ; but on Uie part of the Uoited States 
^ J^^^ boBtUities were Yigoronfllj poshed, and Canada was invaded.^ 
1812. The militia of Massachosetts were not called ont, except on 
the application of the inhabitants of Eastport and its vicinitj, 
on the eastern boondary of the state, and near Passamaqaoddy 
Bay, for arms and troops for the protection of the frontiers.* 
Yet trrout ox<'rtioiis were nuide by tlie olTicers to arm their 
couipanifs, and have them in rcadiue.ss to repel iuvai^ions. 
Nor were the seaports generally free from al^rm ; for, as war 
had been declared against a powerful nation, whose navy was 
snperior to that of the United States, they felt themselTee in 
a dangerous situation, and in most cases suspended the boa* 
ness of navigation, as well as the fisheries in which they were 
engaged.' That this intemiptfon of their costomary pursuits, 
and on wliich in a great measure tliey dejK^nded for Mi]»port, 
prodiici'd <.n'oat distrrss, may be reatiily supposed. Upou all, 
indeed, who were concerne<l in commercial enterprises, directly 
or indirectly, the evils of the war heavily pres^ni. They had 
long been suffering under the system of restrictions and non- 
intercourse ; a rast amount of capital had been thrown out of 
employ, as well as a large number of vessels and seamen ; the 
price of imported articles had become enormous ; the produce 
of the country was held at hi^^h rates ; and, from the scarcity 
of work and the .-can'ity of money, few were able to purchase 
as usual, and all found it diliicult to procure uen'ssiiries for 
their families.^ Ucuce many citizens of Massachuijettd, who 



60. See aim iUd. for Aug., 1813, 

163. wlu rc the ])roclamaUon is jriven. 

' On the invasion of Canada, and 
tiie defeat of Hull, we UuU's Trial; 
inieHs Hr-;^'. iii. paadm; Iq^rsoU'H 
Hist of the War, i. clwp. u. ; Ilil- 
dreth's U. S., 2d sent'*, lii. ; linid-* 
ford's Hist. iu,\'i. 191. 

* I)i'arh()ni MSS. ; (io\. Strunu's 
Mos}*a;,'c; liradt'orU, iii. 102, and 
Hist. FikL Oov^ 167, note. On the 
6th of August, general ordexs were 



braed by Oovernor Strong, at the 
request 01 General Dearborn, and by 
oraer of the preKident, to direct a 
portion of the militia, detached under 
the orders of Ajirtl 2'>, to m ir h to 
Passamaquoddy, f3r the del't iiee of the 
porU« and harbors on the e:»steni l>or- 
ders of the state. XilesV Ue^'. ii. 34flL 

' Address of HouM of HefM.; 
Bradford, iii. Iu2. 

* Address of Houae of Repa.; 
Bradford, iiL 153. 
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had supported the admiiiistratioa with great entbiniaeiD, bo* chap. 
came diflsatisfied, and oomplained of the policy of the goveni- 
ment as loudly as others. Meetings were held in different im, 

places to protest against the war ; and the eitizcns of Plym- 
outh, ami of a number of other towns, joined in such remon- 
strances.^ 

Nor were these demonstrations confined to New England ; 
for in other parts of the United States the war was unpopu- 
lar, and was pnbUclj condemned. The meeting in New York ad8.19 
was ''the largest assembly of respectable citizens ever wit- 
nessed in that place," and was " attended by the most distin- 
guished and experienced patriots" of the state, among whom 
were con-|ii('uous the venerable Jay, Rufus King, Gouverneur 
Morris, Egbert Benson, Matthew Clarkson, and Kichard Var- 
ick. The resolutions passed by this meeting were exceedingly 
spurited ; and, in conclusion, they observed, *' We are under 
the dire necessity of declaring that we have no confidence in 
the men who have brought us to this perilous condition. We 
do not, because wo cannot, examine the causes of that manage- 
ment, the mischievous effects of which we so deeply feel and 
so seriously apprehend ; but, called upon by an imperious sense 
of duty, we declnrf our sentiments, and we entreat our fellow- 
citizens to declare theirs. We implore them to lay aside party 
distinctions, to banish party feelings, and to unite. In union 
is force ; in force, safety. If it shall appear that the majority 
is in favor of war, be it so ; we must submit. If, as we folly 
believe, a great majority is in favor of peace, let the fact be 
known. And, to this end, we propose that representatives bo 
chosen in the several counties of this state — discreet men and 
friends of peace — to correspond or confer with each other, 
and codperate with the friends of peace in other states in 

* European Mag, for Se])t., 1M2, 77, and the Boston Centinel wid 
S42. Comp. aliio die article on <' Kn- Cfluonicle tot 1812. ^ 
ogyinWar/' in Giles's Keg. iil 76» 
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CHAP, devising and pursuipg such constitutional measures as m^j^ 
^ B^oare our liberties and indej^ndenoe, And preserve oiir uniooi' '. 

" isuL whichareendaogered by the firesent wur.''^ 

Eight dajs alter the deehiratioii of war on the part of the 
Uaited States, the prendent) through Secretary Monroe, seat 
by Mr. Aagastus Foster, the retamlng British minister, an 
authority to Russell, the American asfcnt, still resident at 
London, to ^ree to an armistice, on certain if editions, prelim- 
inary to a definitive arrangem^t of all difrereiu es ; and at 
Halifajt, on his way home, Foster obtained from the naval 
oommander on that statkm coBseat to a matoal snspension of 
prooeedings against captured vesselB, which he forwarded to 
Mr. Baker, the aeeretary of Ihe British legation at Washing* 
itiag, ton, to be oonmoidcated to the American government, together 
with his advice to Sir (Jeorge Prevost, the governor general 
and conimander-iu-ciiief in Canada, to propose a i?u?{>ension of 
hostilities by land. But the Americau government refused to 
Ang^a. ratify this armistice, under the plea, as was urged by Monroe^ 
that tlie authority of the president to suspend the proceedings 
' of prize ooorti doubtihl ; that it was nnoertain how for 
tiie arrtmgcment would be reapected by the British officer^ 
' diJuIdht not prove agreeable to tiie British government ; that 
security was wanting against the Indian allies of the British ; 
that the arrangement \va.s uue<iual, in affording an op]>ortunity 
to rcenforce Canada, wliicli meanwhile could not be attacked ; 
and, especially, that should hostilities be suspended previous 
to any answer from the British government on the subject of 
Impressment, it might IooIl like waiving tiiat point, wliich the 
American government would never consent to yield.' 



* Biadfind, ili. 157, note, and Hist 
Fed. OoT^ 188, 180, vaibt. On tiw 

riots in Baltimore, which took place 
June 22 and July 26,— the fint four 
daya after the aedaratiaiii of nar,— 
aea Niles's Rv^. ii. 373-380, 405- 
407} Bradfoi:d'B UisU Ped. Gov't. 



190; Uildreth'ft U. &, 2d aeriea, iii. 
820-332. 

» Madison's Message of Nov., 1812; 
Am. State Papers, 1811-1815; In- 
geraott'k Hist oftfae War, 1 193, 445, 
447-451 ; Hildreih'8 U. S., 2d Reric*, 
iiL 344-348 j Bradford'a Hiat. Fed. 
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Thus the war finally prooeeddd on the .matter of imprees- i^ap* 
meat alone an eiil,' jt drast be dwmd, ef.ilrioas magnitude:^ 
\^the number of cases of impreeameut which wen saisfaciorily 1812. 
proved was jess, it is true, than 'the whole rnimbef alleged, ^'^^ ^* 
which was at lea^t six thousand.^ But if only Bixtoni hundred 
bona fide citizens of America had been tlius ruthie-^sly scizeil, 
— and Castlereugli himself admitted that nuinl^er,^ — this was p-^^jj^ 
enough to justify an earnest remonstrance and resistance ; and 
,tlie fact that, at the breaking out of the war, twenty-five hmh 
dred American seamen, olaiming the rights of citiiGenship, and 
refhsing to fight against their country) were committed at once 
to Dartmoor and other prisons, where most of them were de- 
tained for a period of nearly three years, — the British govern- 
ment refusing to release any except upon proi)f of American 
origin, which wa.^ difficult to ])e obtained while hostilities con- 
tinued, — caused an excitement in the conuntmity almost unpar- 
alleled, and was appealed to with great force by the f riends of the 
war in justification of the policy of tl^ president.^ True^ the 
making of impressment the taming point of the war amy have 
been, and "was^ in fiict, an accident and an after>thonght." 
Yet, after all, there was enough in this matter to ippeal to 



Gov't. 195-197; Statesman's Manu- Warrpn to Mr. Monroe was madfi 

al, i. 357; Nilcs's Wecklv llcg. iL Sontfmber 30, 1812, aiid "propCHed 

,197, 236-238, 243-248, ' 2o2-2do. anMmmediate ceflwtion of hostilities, 

Duriti^ the week we have had some in oixlor to bring about a nx-ojicilia- 

Jleauant rumon. it was stated that tion so interestii^ and beneficial to 
Ir. Foster, the British nunister, had Ameriea sud Great Britain." Moih 
offered, or was alM)Ht to offcr. cer- roe's answer to tins letter was dated 
tiiin hitfhly import^mt and interesting October 27, 1812 ; and it was afler 
v)ro])omions to the goveriratent of tfai titis Ant tfie ** w«r eonthraed for Um 
United States, embracing, in short, the single grievanee ()rini]irt'«i.snient," In- 
comj)lete adjiuitraent of all the great genoll's Hist, of the War, i. 448-451. 
and leading causes of complaint that ' Indep. Oironide for 1812 ; Ga- 
ve ham u^td •gainst his countr)- for rev's 01i\-c Branch, 
many years past. It is a fact, that a ' Ingcrsoll's Hist, of the War, i. 
British messenger, a Mr. liutie, ar- 481; Uildreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 
rived at New York, a few days ago, * Taggart's Address to his Con* 
with desjxitches, \vhicli the British stituonts on Impressments, Feb. 17, 
papers say contain i)r(>pusal2i of a very 1813 ; ilildreth's U. S., 2d acnes, iii. 
ooudliatofT nature.^' 849-353^ 
' The eommmuGation of Adminl 
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CHAP, the patriotism of the people, ahd to demand of the goyernment 
J^Mcarity from the doadDeering iiynlenee ct imanthoriied prea 

ins. gangs. And, on thla ground, the war party acted oonsiateni^, 
though it may still remain an open question whether the difr 
culty would not have ceased at the restoration of peace in 
Europo, or whether it might not have been adjusted by a wise 
iiOLTotiiition. But the evil existed, and rLMuaiiied unredressed. 
And, as iicpjtiatiou was rejected by the president, there re- 
mained no alternative but to decide the controvei*sy by an, 
appeal to arms.^ And it will not, perhaps, be doubted, at this 
day, whaterer may be thought of the original causes of the 
war, that the result was fitvorable to American oonmierce, and 
that the prosperity of the United States, which hsb reached an 
nnezampled height, may be attributed in part to the steps 
then taken.* • 

As the dctorniination of the general irovemnient to continue 
the war was now too evident to be mistaken, the governor of 
Massachusetts, at the ensuing winter sesnon of the General 

jaa. Court, recommended the adoption of measures for the defence 
of the state, and adTised the legislature to make appropria- 
tions for that purpose. Accordingly, the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars was placed at the disposal of the ezecutiye, 
to purchase firearms, cannon, and other munitions of war, to 



' Hildn'th's U. S., 2d Heries, iii. boen rqjected. the sword was not the 

319, 334, 302, 353. " Pacification only alternative, but the gibl)et 'Vfoa 

refined on the tenni proponed by the to he erected wherever a naturaliaed 

enemy," snvs TnsTrsoll. Hist, of the American citizen was taken in arms, 

War, i. i'li, "left wiir on the if bom a Briton. Ininrossmcnt by 

an);le issue; of impitaincnt, and pio- sea was to be im{)OHed oy extermin^ 

dnpt»d frt'sh and monstrous a£?jrmvn- tinn ashore. The ;!rniu'« and naw 

tionsof husiilities. All the enormities of the United States were to be de- 

of Britiiih warlkre — exeitement of temd, and more than dedmaled, by 

slaves and omploymcnt of *;a\ apcs — executing their soldiers and sailors as 

were to be exceeded by another still traitors — by English otKcen), among 

moveahomhiable device. The United whose soldien and sailors wave Ger- 

States were to be punishfil. The man, Spanish, French, Italiui, and 

dogma of Uritinh induiuutable alle^- hidian leviaa." 
ance was to he enfbreed on huncbMs * VS. An. Bfffiew fax July, 1816, 

of tli'iusuiils of AiniTH'un ( itizens and 238^ 230} Ststeamaa'a "^flnmj, L 

soldierk The olive brauch having 376i. 
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enable the militia, if called out, to act with effect His excel- chap. 
leiM^ was also authorised to appoint three commissionefv for ^J^^ 
the defence of the sea coast ; and Generals Cobb, Heath, and isit. 
Brooks were selected for that imrposc — all of whom were 

experienced oflBcers, diytinguishcd for their services in tlie war . 
of the revolution. An order wus likewise passed by the Feb. 27. 
House, during the session, directing the adjutant general of 
the state to represent to Congpress and to the president the 
defenceless condition of the sea coasts, and to desire aid from 
the general gOTcmment in money and ammnnition ; bat the 
Senate refused to join in this resolution. The governor then 
applied, nnder his own hand, to the admintstrntion, for the iUr.L 
portion of iirearms coming to the state by a former order of 
Congress ; but this application was refused ; nor were arras Mar.2d. 
furnished to Massachusetts until some time after, and near the 
close of the war, though most of the other states had already re- 
ceived their portion.^ The vote of the Honse, however, of a sab> 
seqaent date, instmcting their senators and representatives in Jiib.10l 
Congress to use their influence in the national l^slatnre for 
an immediate augmentation of the naval force of the United 
States, was concurred in by the Senate ; and that body was 
dis|K)sed also to view with iavor the proposition, previously 
made, that the state should build a seventy-four, to be pn>Feb.ltt. 
sented to the United States for the national naval service 
daring the war ; but, after some discussion, the proposition 
was rejected.' 

1812. 

The few vessels of war which had been fitted out by the oct. is 
general government were signalizing themselyes, in this inter- ])«e.i9k 



' Niles's Keg. iv. 236 ; Bradford, 
B. 1A8, 1S9. For the Tefxwt of the 
commit ti'f of the Ic^p'^laturp, made 
June 10, 1813, relative to the rcfuKal 
of the leeretuy of war to mipply the 
state with its quota (jf arms, see MaHA. 
Resolves for 1U13; Niles's Reg. iv. 
2ol. In the winter of 181S>14, 
lAOO tliDdi of Mintiraie ftviiiib«d to 



Ma88achui«ett£ by the getjcral govern- 
ment, and the receipt of the mme is 
acknowlL'dj,'etl in the govcnior'n me** 
sage of Junuarv 12, 1814. Mais. 
ReeolTes Ifar 1819-14} Nile^t Reg. 
V. 342. 

* NUes's R^. iv. 41 ; Bradford, 
iiL 169, 180. Similar propo«b wen 
made in othnr states. 
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CHAP, val, by feats of gallantry which tho whole nation applauded ; 

and the capture of the Java, the Macedonian, and the Frolic^ 
ttia. by the Constitatioii, the United States^ and the Waap, under 
the eommand oF Caiitains BainbridgCf Decatur, and Joam, 
. were hailed as angaries of the triumph of the American arms. 
Captain Bainbridge touched at Boston soon after the capture 
of tlic Java, wliile the legislature was in scs^Hion ; and the 

Jon. 16. Senate passed a vote of thanks to him and his crew for tlieir 
gallant conduct ; but the House saw fit, in ado|)ting a similar 
motion, to refer to the other victories, and they were all inr 
daded in the reeolotion of that body.^ 
Utj, Th^ reelection of Mr. Strong bj a majority of thirteen 
thousand ont of one hundred and one thousand yotee, and tiie 
triumph of the federaUsts in both branches of the legidatore, 
were considered as ])roofs of the contidence of the people in 
tlie ]>atriotism of tlie governor, and of their dissatisfaction 
with the war policy of Madison, wlio had recently been re- 
elected to the office of presideuL^ The message of his excel- 

Ma7aa.lency to the General Court gave a condse history of the 
oonduct of the belligerent natiooB in Europe towards the 
United States, and expressed the opinion that the government 
of France had generally been the first in the depredations on 
the commerce of America, and had inflicted injuries to the 
greatest uinuunt ; and that peace might have l)een maintained • 
with Great Britain by a sincere desire on tlie i)art of the 
administration to adjust the disputes which had existed con- 
sistently with the rights and interests of the United States.^ 

* Niles's Rej?. iii. 156, 205, 217, Decatur, Bainbridge, and Jones, see 

237, 253, 30 1 . 3 1 2, 324, 397, 4 10 } Giles's lt«g. v. Supp. Comp. al«o the 

iv. 52, 131, 162, 273; Bndfcrd, fiL LifeorDe(»tur,Coopei^iNamlBiog., 

160-162 ; In;;c rsoirH Hiht. of the InKerwU't Hist of the Wtr, Audeo* 

War, i. 195, 3S<J, 4 H3 ; llildroth's U. tic Mag., &c 

S., 2d scries, iii. 3()4-370, 3U7-399. » Address of Com. of Corresp. to 

The Peacock was soon after captured the 1 >emocratic Citizens of Penn., on 

by the Huniet, under ( ajitaiii Liw- the Election, 1H12; Bradford, iii. 162| 

renee. The Wa**]! was also eapluied llildroth's U. S., 2(1 series, iii. 404. 

by the l'oictier>, October IS, and car^ ' Mensage of Gov. Strong, of May 

xiiMl to JBeimuda. for aketohM of 38^ 1813, in Uam, BaaolvM} NiM 
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Yet^ disposed as he was to maintain the honor and digniij of chap. 
his oonntry, be did not nogket to adyise further means for the 
defence of the state — partioalarlj for the sea ooast, which was mz. 
most exposed. Both the Senate and House concurred in these 
▼lews, and assnred hinoi of their support in all necessary meas- 
ures for tlio Fafety and protection of the state ; uinl a lariife 
sum was appnipriatt d for the purchase of firearms, (umnon, and 
gunpowder.' A remonstrance against the policy of the war Jmul% 
was likewise proposed hy petitions from the townS) adopted 
hj large migoritiee in both Hooses, and sent to Congress, 
whioh was convened in an eztraordinaij session, called by the 
prendent on accoont of the embarrassments in the nation 
growing out of the hostile attitude of the government.' 

Previous to tlie ado])tion of tliis remonstrance, a battle had JumL 
been fought off the harbor of lioston, in sight of a njultitude 
of anxious spectators, between tiie United States frigate Ches- 
apeake, commanded bj Captain Lawrence, and the British 
frigate Shannon, commanded bj Captain Broke^ which termi- 
nated unfortunately to the American ship^ The citizens of 
Boston were the more interested in this engagement, inasmudi 
as the Chesapeake had been some time in port, and her officers 
were well known and higlily c^toerucd. But the battle was 
commenced with great di.sadvantagc on her part ; and the 
contest was too eagerly sought by her gallant commander, 



Retr. iv 233 ; Bmdford, iu. 163 ; Hil- 
dreth's I'. S., 2d series, iii, 426 ; In- 
gersoU's Hist of the War, i. 4.S3. 

' IJradford, iii. 1<)3, 164 ; Hil- 
dreth'u U. S., 2d series, iii. 427, 428. 

* Man. ReaolTcf^ for 1813; NOe^i 
llcrr. iv 297-31)1 : Uradfonl, iii. 166. 
A miuohtv of the Ivgislature orotested 
•gattuit tfan TemooBtreiice. Mr. Gore 
was elected senator during this ses- 
sion, it\ the place of Mr. Lloyd, who 
had resigned his seat. A report ww 
iJm adopted by the legiahtwwatthia 



time, coniplainine of the admismon 
of Louisiana, Mritnout the unanimous 
consent oi the itates, as imconsti- 
tutional and unaiithori/ed — the 
commencement of a proceiis of west- 
em annexation which threatened to 
swamp the jK)litical influnice of Mas- 
sachusetts and the Ka-stem States, 
which could not He miflleTed to pan 
in aOenoe, lest silnn «< mi<rht aevm to 

«'TeOQfliwnt. lugersoll's Hist of the 
rars HiUraUi'aU S., 2d series, in. 

m 
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CHAP, before he was prepared for actioo. The ship was taken, and 

the captain himBelf was mortallj wtfonded.^ . 
181& In the summer of tius year, a number of British ships were 
hovering on the coast in the Proyince of Maane^ bat no attempt 
was made to Und. The militia, however, were called to tiio 
places where the inhabitants were alarmed ; and their appeal^ 
ancc, in all prol»al)ility, prevented the meditated attacks. 
Later in the season, the movements of the enemy became 
more thrcateoing ; several harbors were entered, and the in- 
habitants were plundered of their sheep and other live stock. 
Hence the citizens of most of the towns oontigaons to the sei^ 
board applied to the ezecutive for the means of defence ; and 
monitions of war were pmpohased and fomished them by agents 
appointed for that purpose.* The neglect of the general gov- 
ernment to afford any assistance to the state was remonfttrated 
apiinst, and complained of a.s a wanton derelietion of duty ; 
but these complaints were considered by the friends of the 
administration as altogether uigustiiiable ; and it wad contend- 
ed by some that to questY>n the jostioe or the expediency <tf 
the war was a political sin approaching almost to treason.* 



* IngenoU*! Tfist. of the War, L irhich was denounced as ** moral trea- 
et Keq. ; Nik-s's Jte^. iv. 246, son," that Cantain OMrge Crownia* 
270, i ■, V. 5; linidford, iii. 167, shield, Jun., or Salem, one of a family 
Ititl; lliidicth's U.S., 2d scries, iii. of the most adventurous and ^i|nrited 
420-422. GftptvnLawrence died five men axid merchiintf in the vorld," 
davs after, and was buried at Hali- under a flaf; of truce, procercli d to 
fax, with miKlary honors. The action lialilax, for the body of i>awreoce| 
lasted but fifteen minutes; and dur- irliich was reburied at SaJem, with 
inj^ that time the Che-sapoake had prt-at ])anidc. the Hon. Jo-cph Story 
forty-eight killed and nmctv-eight actii^ as the orator of Uie day. Sen- 
vmnided,and the Shannon haatwen- ate Reacdire of June 16, 1813 ; tibe 
ty-three kilknl and fiftv-wx wounded. Voter's Text Book, 3.'> ; Otis's Let- 
Before the fate of Lawrence was ters, 84 { Uildreth's U. S., 2d aenea, 
known, the Senate of Masmchusetts, B. 429, 430; Niles's Kojr. 287, 
OQ the rcjxjrt of a coiuraittee, of 293. '.iO'.i, 31K), 421 ; Boston Patriot 
which Quincy was chairman, declined for 1813. For a biographical notice 



passing a vote approving the con- of Lawrence, see Niles's ilo'':. v. Supn 

duct of that oiHctT m the capture of m wUoh is given an account of tin 

the Peacock, thoti^h thev ]>mfeHsed ceremonies at the reintennent of hia 

high respect for Im na>ul hkill, and remains, 
military and dvil wtues. The war * Bradford, iii. 169-174. 
party was io oaipantad at thiaTote^ ' Bndfoid, m. 167, 174, 176. 
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Nor was the action of the genentl goTernmeot in other chap. 
rtMpeets approred bj the friends of peaoe ; for a new embargo 
ynB laid, tiie doration of whieh waa not to' exceed a year. isis. 
TbnB meaaure was aa oppreariye in its operation aa the embargo 
of 1807, and waa extremely obnoxious to the people on the 
sea ooai^t, who were most directly affected by it. For, in 
interdicting the coasting trade from one port to another, and 
forbidding the occupation of fishing near the harbor, it de- 
stroyed the business of many industrioos citiaens, and added 
to their burdens, which wese already g;reat.> The goremor 
took notice of this act in a message to tiie l^alatnre, and not ^]^\^ 
only complained of its oppressiveness, but plainly intimated 
that it was unconstitutional. " The late acts,'' said he, " inter- 
dicting the trade coastwise between different parts of the 
sameltate, as well as between the states respectively, contain 
provisions of such a character as makes it worthy of inquiry 
whether any measures can be properly adopted by the goyem- 
ment of this state which would be likely to induce Congress 
to repeal them, or to amend titem in audi a oMmner as to len* 
der their oonstitutionality less qnestionable." * 

The House, in their reply to this speech, which was adopted Fob. 18, 
by a vote of two hundred and ninety to one hundr(!d and 
twenty-five, ascribed the origin of the war, not to the British 
orders in council, and the casual abuses arising from the prao^ 
tice of impressment, which had ^ ceased to be considered by 
impartial men *' as its causes, but to the ** syatemaUeal aban- 
donment of the policy of Washington and of the friends and 
framers of the constitution ; to implacable animosity against 



' Inffersoll's Hist, of the War, i. and the Senate and House, in their 

504; Niles's Rep. v. 273, 287, 29.3, replies, mutually expreswd their ap- 

317; Hradford, iii, 178, and Hist, proval of the step. Bradl'ord, iiL 

Fed. Gov^ 215, aiul note ; Hildreth's li)0-195; Hikfaeth's U. &, Sdwfiet^ 

V. S., 2(1 serif s, iii. 45.3. This act iii. 47(i. 

was re|xsiled in the fuliowing March, * Me«MBgc of Gov. Strong of Jan. 

and the governor of MaRsachuBctta, in 12, 1814 ; Nilet's B^. 342-'Mi| 

bin meiHNage to the Oeneml G(M■r^ Bndfind, uL 178. 

VOL. m. 2d 
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CHAP, those men, and their exclusion from all concern in the gov- 
^^^^^ erniueut of tlie country; to tlio influonco of unprincijdcti for- 
VUi* eigners over the press and the duliherations of the national 
government in all ita branches ; to a jealousy of commercial 
states, envy of their prosperity, fear of their power, contempt 
for their pursuits, and ignorance of their tme character and 
importance ; to the cupidity of certain states for the wildemesB 
reserved for the miserable aborigines ; to a violent passion for 
conqnest, and an infatuated belief that neighboring provinces 
were enamoured of our institutions, and would become an 
easy prey to the arts and arms of raw and boastful adventu- 
rers; and, above all, to delusive estimates of the relative 
power and resources of Great Britain and France, and a de- 
termined hostility towards the former, as the firmest basis of 
party power." ^ " These," they added, ** will be viewed by the 
present generation, and by posterity, as the sources of our 
present national evils ; and the pretence of aiming to secure 
the freedom of commerce and of seamen, by regulations which 
compel both merchants and sailors to reiioimce tiie ocean of 
their profession.', will be rc^rarded as the boldcsl delusion ever 
attempted by a ruling party upon the credulity of an intelli- 
gent people." ' 



* The republicans, on their part, 
^rare equally vehement in the ir <!' - 
nMnri.iti')!!-* of thf^ npjwnenU of tlu* 
war. us being uiuli r Hrilish influence ; 
ond even Mr. Ingersoll, llisL of the 
"War, i. is.j. assorts that, "without 
Hecrt'i corrt'spondence or uiulerHtand- 
iag^ the influence of England was aa 
RtnHii; in Boston and some other jwrts 
of New Kngland aa it was in iScol- 
land, stmnf^r dun it was in Irehnd, 
so far a« hostile fi < lini; to Franre, and 
even' thing bui hiuhiiic opposiiiuu to 
Ifawaon's adnnnistnitiaii. an connected 
irith France. TIi-tc was, at K-i-t, 
mrmpathetic alliance, otienhive and 
defeiudve, between England and parts 
of New England." 



"Bnidlbcd, SL S0O-3OS; Hil- 
dreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 469-47a 
A memorial firom tJie fishermen of 
Boston, and |)etition« from ni«»re than 
fitly towns in the state, were sent to 
the h'lriMiture, carlyin the )rar 1HI4. 
calling liieir attention to tlie inijHJver- 
ished and suHering condition of tlie 
countrv. and dfolarin<j tlicir Ijelief 
that the war was muictessurv, uud 
was to be attributed to tbe undue m* 
fliience of a foreign power over the 
counciU of the nation j and before the 
adjounment of the General Coort, or 
in I'ebruary, rex^lves were ix-ported 
b) a coDiaiittee appointed lor the 
pur|KMie, oondemmng the emlNugo aa 
unwamiited by the constitutioo, and 
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Disastrous, however, as was tlie policy of flie national trov- chap. 
ernment to the oitizens of Massachusetts, there were not 
wanting some to whom it afTordcd a temporary and ddusiTe 1814. 
pecuniarj benefit Especially that class who were engaged in 
privateering, and who were willing to mn great risks in the 
hope of great gains, found their profit in elnding the Tigilance 
of the enemy, attd in carr\*ing on a coraraerce wliich was re- 
munerative, if it was not honest. A host of aL''cnts, contract- 
ors, an<l ollicers of all soi ls, had likewise l)et'n called into 
beinj^ by the war ; and these, as dependants upon tUe bounty 
of the ])resident, were bound to return him the cheap meed of 
adulation, and to denounce the opponents of the war as mon- 
archists and traitors. Sustained, therefore, by ezecotiye pat* 
ronage, and buoyed by their own hopes, the war party in 
Massachusetts was formidable in its aspect ; and probably not 
less than a third of the citizens of the state, whose honesty it 
would 1h> unwise to iui|»e:u'h, watched with jealous eys tlio 
movements of the federalists, and were readv to believe and 
repeat the charu'^es of connivance with Great Britain, and of 
enmity to the Union.^ 

The alarms, during the spring and the summer of this year, Apra 
of apprehended attacks upon the seaport towns, were not only Jua. 
frequent, but in some cases were followed by demonstrations 
on the part of the enemy which left no doubt of their intention 
to ])lo< kade the coast. Not only in the vicinity of n(»ston, but 
all alonir the sliore, and as far to the eastward as the I*rov- 
ince of Maine, were such apprehensions awakened ; and the 
calls upon the governor for bodies of Uio militia, and for the 
munitions of war, were responded to as promptly as circum- 
stances permitted.* An arrangement was also made by Gen- 

M vfolatfn^ the nf^tn of the po()])lc iL 367, 26R ; HildrethV U. S., 2d m- 

of this cninninnwt alth. Urulford, iii. Hf;, iii. I.'C). LOT. 

180-183 ; Uwight's UisU of the ' Hildreth's U. S., 2d series, iiL 

Hartford Convention; Statesman's 495-SOO, 514; Bradford, iiL 184- 

Manual, i. 370. 187, 199. In Aj)ril, on the request of 

* Comp. Tocker'sLileof Jefiienon, Cbptain Bainbndge, two oompanifls 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE COAST. 



CHAP, cral Jolm Urook-;. the adjutant general of the commonwcaltli, 
with IlriLTailicr General Cushins", tlien tlic commandinii offieer 
itii. the United States on the lioston station in the ])lace of 
General Dearborn, to call ont the militia of the vicinity when- 
ever it should beodme neoeflsary to repel an invading enemy; 
and the militia so called out were to be under the direction of 
Oeneral Ousbing, though the officers were to retain their rel- 
ative stations, accordingr to their election. On the removal 
of this officer, General Dearborn resumed the eonunaiid ; and, 
July 12. at his n'(jue.«t, tlic militia to the numlier of eleven or twelve 
hundred were directed, to be called out, if a similar arrange- 
ment could be made with him as with General Cusliing.^ 
Before the prorogation of the court, a milliou of dollars was 
likewise voted for the defence of the state, to be expended in 
snch manner as the executive should judge proper.* 

Contemporaneously with these events, the news of the abdi- 
cation of liouuparte, of the rcbtoratiou of the Bourbons, and 



of nrtillcn', and one company of light Common for a time, and tlien ordered 

in&ntr} , were ordered to Marblehead, to Dorchester Heights, where it re- 

for the defence of that town ; and, mained for several weeks. The fort 

Roon after, ttie Rame officer applied on Governor^ Island was likeime 

for aid in rc|H'llintr a mcdituti'd attavk repaired iiiid manned. In these ^Ton- 

on the navv yard at ('hiu-l«>town. arations for dL-lcna', all clashes joinca; 

Captain HiiA UM> applied for aid in and Ooremor Stron;^. who had been 

defending the navy yard at Ports- nclt'clcd by ncarlv as lar^e a majority 

mouth, X. 11., and a number of the as in 1H13, was m active as any oue 

militia of Manaebuaetts were ordered in prodding ibr the aecurity and pn^ 

thither. Akmna were likevnst' raised, toction of the slate. Hie atta<^ ujx>n 

about the same time, in the counties CasUne took place in September, 1814, 

of Barmtable, Plymouth, Cumber- and the town was taken by a Brittah 

land, Liiutilii, and Hancock; attacks flcft, consistiiifj of thirty vessels, — 

were made at Woreliam and iScituate, amon^ wliich were two 74 s and eev- 

and the inhabitanto were fiimi»hed eral frigates,— and upwards of three 

with the means of defence. Detach- tliousiind tn»o]>s. 
men t« of the militia were also ordered ' Hradlord, iiL 19G-198, 200. hi 

out, and kept in service so long as conscinience of this agreement, in 

there waa danger. In June, there the tlitl of this year, a detiichment of 

was an rilann at Salem ; and cannon the niilitia, amount inj; to nearly a 

and oilier military articles were pro- brigade, was placetl under tlie com- 

vided for the defence of the town, mand of (leiKTal Dtnirbom, and or- 

Even the citizens of Boston were dcrtnl to Fort Warren, in the harbor 

apprehensive of an attack ; and a regi- of Boston. Bradibrd, ill 2U^. 
meat of militia waa encamped on & ■ Bndfind, iiL 19A. 
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«f peace in Europef was reoeived in America, and was wet caup. 
oomed bj the federalietB " with joy and exultation, as the 
barbinger of peace and of the renewal of commerce.'* Prep- laii. 
arations were accordingly made to celebrate the event hy an 
imposing religious ceremony ; and Dr. Chanuiug, the pastor 
of the Federal Street Church, distinguished as a clergyman 
of nnosnal eloqnenoe, delivered a sennon adapted to the occft> 
aion.i Already had a proposition been made by the English 
gOYemment, and communicated to Congress, to treat of peaca jn.^. 
at Loudon, or at Gottenbarg, shoold the objections to tiie 
former place prove insujKjrablc ; and this offer, with tlic ac- 
ccptaiico of (Jottcnliiir'j' as tlie placH', had been accepted l)y 
Madison, who nominated as commissioners on the part of the Jib. 14. 
United States John Qnincy Adams, of Massachusetts, and James 
A. Bayard, of DeUware, with Henry Clay and Jonathan Roa- 
aell, to whom Albert Qallatin was afterwards added, as repr6- 
sentatiTes of the war party The negotiation thus instituted 



* Sermon of Dr. Channinf, deliv- dent accepted this oiier, and appointed, 

end in 1814 1 Hfldredi's U. S.* 9d a few day* after, oommiMionen or 

■eriea,m.4l)0, 491. On the 18th of envoj-8 to negotiate a trraty. This 

September, 1814, when an iuvuflion Kuman mediation waa at first declined 

by the British forces was apprehended by the British government; but on 

at BostOD, Ite. Caunaing i&ewise de- the 4th of November Loed OmU^ 

livered a sermon, n portion of which reii<th informed the American jjoveni- 

is given in liis Discourses and lie- ment that Great liritain was willing 

viewa, App. 591-^98. The aame to enter ujmo e direet negotietion Air 

volume, 5^^3-591, also contains ex- neace; thw proposition was accepted 

tracts from Sermons preachevl on bv Freaident Madison; and lx>rd 

aver. ap> 



da^ of humOiatkm ana prayer, ap- Ceitlereaffh inibraied tiiat ^ ^ 

pomted in conse([uence of the dcclam- iires would he ttken fcr cam in<; it 

tion of war against Qreat Britain into efiiact at Gottenbuii|^ in Sweden, 

in 1812. The eominiBaion wludi feUowed it 

' Xiles'g Reg. iv. 112, 337 ; v. 310, the one deferred to in the ttaA, «<»- 

319, 347, 407; In^ersoll's Hist, of Mstin«; of John Quincy Adams, James 

the War, L 127, 4G6-474 ; Hiidri th's A. Bavard, Henry Clav, Jonathan 

U. S., 2d series, iii. 456. On the sth Kusscll, and Albert Gallatin. The 

of March, 1813, Mr. Dafwlikoff, tlie four fir>t named were confirmed in 

Kuasian minister at Washington, is January, and .Mr. Gallatin in Febru- 

eiad to haire oommunieated to the ary, 1814, Messn. Adams, GaUatia, 

American jrovemment an offer from and Havard heiti-r already in Peters- 

the Emperor Alexander, of hia medi- burs, where (hey arrived in October 

atkm between the United Statea and and November, 1818. Ingersolh 

Great Britain, with a view to peace; Hist, ofthe War{ SliteBaaan^a " 

andmtha llthof tfazGh,thepran- ai,i.362,m 
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CHAP, proceeded qaite slowlj at first; and, at the date of the recep- 
tion of the tidiDgs of the changes in Europe, as nothing dcfi- 
1814. nite had been heard from the commissioners, letters were 
iiMi27. addrer!Sod to thorn authorizing^ them to refer question of 

ii!ii>rr<sinrnt, .•^hould it be Unuu] an ob^^taclo to a treaty, to a 
ye]»arate nei^otiation, to )>e eominriict'd a.-< soon as |K'ace was 
reestablished. Siiortly after, however, diseouragiug despatches 
arrived from Gallatin and Bayard ; and a postscript was 
added authorizing them, should they think it best, to treat at 
London, and, if peace could not^be otherwise made, to omit 
the subject of impressment altogether — though not without a 
protest that this silence was not to be taken as admitting the 
British claim. 1 ^ 

Pending tlie arrival of these instructions, Ghent, in Holland, 
had been agreed upon by both parties as the place of nego- 
tiation ; but the British goTernment, which was otherwise 
occupied, seemed in no hurry to appoint its commissioners. 
Indeed, the war party in England, not less passionate than 
the war party in America, was little inclined to forego the 
oi»{>ortunity, which seemed to \yG offered, of signally punishing 
"u itusiilaiiiiiious and unnatural nation of democrats, who had 
st'i/i'd, for an attack upon (Ircat Hritain, the nionicnl of her 
greatest pressure,, and whose insolence, encouraged by naval 
successes, ought to be chc<'kc\l." Madison," it was said, — 
and to the federalists the idea is supposed not to have been 
Tory repugnant, — ''must be made to resign, and to follow 
Bonaparte to some transatlantic Elba ; " and, " as if to accom- 
plish tin's oliject, large shipm<^uts of veteran troops were made 
to America."* 

' Am. State Paprrs, isil-lS!.! ; who a.ssembtod At Ghent in Ai^ut, 
llildreth's U. S., 2d KerieR, iiL 491; 1814. 

Sutesman** Manual, i. 372. The ' N. Am. Review for July, 1616^ 

comniissioiKTs oil till' jKirt of the Etijif- 'J')^ ; HiMn'th's L'. S., 2d series, uL 
lish jfovemmeut were Lord G-ambitT, lOL'. " ('hastis<Mnent wa.s the most 
Mr. Uouiboum, and William Adams, Icuieut threat uttered ; couqucat and 



t 
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At this trying janctare, the citizens of Massachosetts, im- chap. 
pressed with a sense of the dangers which threatened them, ,J ^^ 
and heavily burdened with the expenses of the war, were oigent isii. 
that some further means shoold be adopted by the execntire 

towards persuadiuy; the general government to negotiate a 
peace, or to assist the state in defending its borders, withoi^t 
compelling it to rely entirely upon its own resourees. His 
excellency concurred in these views ; but not choosing, it 
would seem, to assume the responsibility, he concluded, by the 
unanimous advice of the Council, to smnmon a special meeting oet A. 
of the General Gourt^ To this body, when assembled, a 
message was sent, informing them of his proceedings since 
their adjournment, and of the reasons wliicli liad induced him 
to call them together. " The situation of the state," he ob- 
served, in concluding his address, " is dangerous and perplex- 
ing. We have been led, by the terms of the constitution, to 
rely on the general government to provide the means of de* 
fence ; and to that government we have resigned the resources 
of the state. It has declared war against a powerful maritime 
nation, whose fleet can ai>j>roach every part of our extended 
coast ; and we are disajijn)inted in the exju'ctation of a na- 
tional deleoce. I'nt, though we may believe the war was 
unnecessary, and has been prosecuted without any useful or 
practicable object against a province of the enemy, while the 
sea coast of this state has been left almost wholly defence- 

dcHtruction were coivtetnplattd. The weeks; that he was then keeping all 

• invincilih'8 ' fttwn the }\'itinsula, all his maps uiifiiuHhed, iis the lx>undariet 

tlif disposable forces, hoth :ind w.mld lU he chanjjed. and ;i oonsidcri- 

kud, were directed to these devoied Lie jjarl of the Union iueorjKjraU.'d 

iborev, whidi they were to overrun { with the British powesKions." 

•nd particvjlar [larts wi re to he re- ' Cotnj). " An Appeal to the Good 

tained as permaueat acuuLtutiuiu*." Scase of the Democrats, aiid the Vub- 

To Kuch an extent, indeea, wat this fic Spirit of the Federa&ts, by a 

idea i t n lt d, that " an eminent map- Ci;i/rn of Mass." Ho-toii. IHM; 

seller ia London" ia said to have rroiect for the Hestoratioa of Peace 

"advised an American gentleman, not to 'S. England, m the Bostoo Daily 

knowing him to be such, who applied Advertiner for 1814, and l^leali 

to him for a map of the Tnitetl v. li^H-200. 
iStaU», to defer the purduutc lor a few 
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CHAP, less, — and though, in such a war, we maj not afford Toluntary 
aid to any of the offensive operations, there can be no doubt 
itu. of our right to defend our poeBeasiooB and dweUingi against 
anj hoetile attacks." ^ 
The joint oommitlee to whom this message was referred, 
Oet. and of which Otis was ehairmfln. reported in faror of the 
govcrnor'a rocoiiinicniiati«»ns. ami (»ljscrved, "The state of the 
national treasury r(Mjuin\s a ^reat auGOK'ntalion of existing 
taxes ; and if, in addition to thi':*e, the people of Massachusetts^ 
depriTed of their commerce, and harasr^od by a formidable 
enemj, are eompelled to provide for self-defence, it will soon 
be impossible for them to sostain the bnrdeo. There remains 
to them no alternatiTe bat sobmission to the enem^t or the 
eontrol of her own resooroes to repel his aggressions. It is 
impossible to hesitate in making the election. This people are 
not ready for con(jue8t or submission. But V>eing ready and 
deterniinod to defend theinselv<'s, au'l liavin<? no otlier pros- 
pect of adequate means of defence, they have the greatest 
need of all those resooroes derivable from themselves, which 
the national government has thought proper to employ else^ 
where. 

"Boti while joor committee think that the people of this 
eommonwealfh onght to unite, and that they will unite, under 

any eircunistancos, at the hazard of all which is dear, in 
repellincr an invading foe, it is not believed that this solemn 
obligation imposes silence upon their just complaints against 
the authors of the national calamities. It is, on the contrary, 
a sacred duty to hold np to view, on all occasions, the destroo- 
tive policy by which a state of unparalleled national felicity 
has been converted into one of humiliation, of danger, and 
distress — believing that, unless an almost mined people will 
discard the men and change the measures which have induced 

I Speech of Got. Strong to the 209 ; Dn^ith Hkt of HvtM 
QtmaX Court) fixadibnl, iii. SOS, Oommilioii. 
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tiiiB stole of peril and snffiariiig, the day of tiieir political sat chap. 
mtkm is passed. 

"It is not to be forgotten tiiat this cBsBStrooB state of affidrs mk 

hu been brought upon Massachusetts, not only against her 
consent, but in op|>o::ition to her most earnest protestations. 
Of the many great evils of war. especially in the present stato 
of ii^urope, the national rulers wei-e often warned by the peo- 
ple of MasBachnsettB, whose yital interests were thus put in 
jeopardy. Bnt the general govemaent, deaf to Hieir Toioeb 
and listening to men distrngoished in tiidr native state only 
by their disloyalty to its interests, and the enjoyment of a 
patronage bestowed upon them as its price, have affected to 
confjidcr the patriotic citizens of this great state as tainted 
with disaffection to the Union, and with predilections for 
Great Britain, and Iiave lavished the publio treasore in vain 
attempts to fasten the odious imputation." ^ 

The resolutions whieh followed this reporti and whieh were 
adopted by the legislature, were quite significant These were^ Oot 7. 
"That, the calamities of war being now brought home to the 
territory of this commonwealth, — a portion of it being in the 
occupation of the enemy, — our sea coast and rivers invaded 
in several places, and in all exposed to immediate danger, the 
people of Massachusetts are impelled by the duty of self- 
defence, and by all the foeiings and attachments which bind 
good citizens to their country, to unite in the most yigorous 
means for defending the state and repelling the inrader ; and 
that no party feelings or political dissensions can ever interfere 
with the discharge of this exalted duty." "That a number of Oct 18. 
men Ik? raised, not exceeding ten thousand, for twelve months, 
to be organized and officered by the governor for the defence 
of the state." " Tliat the goyemor be authorized to borrow, 
from time to time^ a sum not exceeding one million of dollars^ 

* OtisV Letters, 61, 62 ; Bradford, iiL 209-211 { Uildieth't U. S, 2d ae- 
liM, uL M(H»2. 
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CHAP, and that the faith of the legislature be pledged to provide 
funds for the payment of the same." And, finally, "That 
1814. twelve persons be appointed, as del^ates from this common- 
wealth, to meet and confer with delegates from the other 

states of New England upon the sobject of their public griev- 
ances and concerns ; upon the best means of preserving our 
resources, and of defence against the enemy ; uud to devise 
and suggest for adoption, by those respective sUitos, such 
measures as they may deem expedient ; and also to take meas- 
ures, if they shall think it proper, for procoring a conventicm 
of delegates from all the United States, in order to revise the 
constitution thereof, and more effectoally to secure the support 
and attachment of all the people by placing all upon the basis 
of feir representation." * 

The adojttion of the last of these resolutions by a vote of 
twcntv-two to twelve in tlie Senate, and of two hundred and 
sixty to ninety in the House, shows how largely tiie pojuilar 
sentiment was enlisted against the war. Only about a half 
. of the House, it is true, appear to have actively participated 
in the passage of this resolve; and, perhaps, had the other 
half voted, the nu^jority in its fiivor might have been lessened. 
But of this there is no certain proof; and it might, perhaps, 
be aflirmed, on the other side, that, had all voted, the majority 
would have been increased. As the case stands, however, 
nearly two to one in the Senate, and three to one in the 
House, vote<l in favor of the resolution ; and it cau hardly be 
doubted, when all the circumstances are considered, that the 
vote of the legislature reflected quite fiuthfully the wishes of 
the people.* 



* Resolves of the Gen. Court for 
Oet, 1614 ; Otu*t Letters, 3d, 61, 62t 
Short Account of thp Hartford Con- 
ventioQ, 6, ed. 1823 j Bradibrd, iiL 
211, 212. 

* Short Account of the Hartford 
Comreation, 7, ed. 1823 ^ Otu*! Let- 



ter* on the Hartford Convention, 11, 
43. ICr. Otit eetimites the number 

of fedcrali'^t'i in both Honws, in the 
session of 1814, at an average of three 
himdred, wying, but not mttwrhillyi 
fiook time to tiiseii 
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Nor did the Qenerai Conrt attempt to conceal their trans- chap. 
actions from the scrntiny of the whole nation, or to withhold 
from the other states a cooperation in their measures ; for, isu. 
the day after the passage of this resolution, the presiding oet. 17. 
officers of the Senate and House were directed to make their 
prooccWiiiirs known as speedily as possible; ami letters \v<'re 
di:uii;lit<'il to i»e sent to the difTcreiit goveniments, iiivitinij 
them to join in such measures as might bo "adapted to their 
local situation, and mutual relations and habits, and not repug- 
nant to their obligations as members of the Union." *■ 

The adoption of the report of the committee of the legi^ 
latore^ and the calling of the convention, which assembled 
i^ortly after in Hartford, Connecticut, was censured severely Dee. 15. 
by the democratic party, at the head of which sto<jd Levi 
Lincoln, Jun. ; and, for many years, accusations were " thrown 
broadcast upon the members of that body, and renewed at 
every election," charging them with a studied design to sub- 
vert the government and destroy the Union." The delegates 

when he aTen hie oonrietioii of the 

mncvrc desire cherished by the former 
for the reconciliation of America with 
the parent country' — a language of 
exixMtulation aiid ri ^nrt, but to the 
full as kiiul. n>< teiuk-r, and afftrtioji- 
ate an that w hich proceeded from otiicr 
warniii^aiid threatening vdces, in ail 
the KtUeKwnith of l)t'la\vare, ])eudinff 
the Missouri question. Common it 
haa certainly l^en — much too com- 
mon in all tHKirtrrs of our nation, in 
ditfereul i>eriod8 of exciiemeut — to 
hintat«aliiifllingoff' the *con* of the 
l'nit)ii. Hut this is the laiyxua:j;e of 
the |NUU»ioait — vox, et praUtrea nihil. 
M alliKdone to it ihould be droi)i>ed 
on all ndes, by common consent, as 
serving only to perpetuate the recol- 
lections of &mily broiin, in which all 
have something to answer for." 

' Short Account, iVc. l ; Hrailfortl, 
iii. iJlS; liildntli's i:. S., 2d series, 
iii. H'M. The Nationul Intelligencer 

■tigmatiied the federal ieadaniin New 



I Sliort Aoooont, &c, R, 9 ; Otii^ 
Letters, 35, 63; HildrethV l*. S., 2d 
serie»», uL 533, 534. "The fact iss" 
■ays Otis, Letters, 50, " the peojjle of 
Kew England never wavered for a 
moment in their fid' litN to the I'nion. 
In no othcial document or state ^i^vr 
of any of ita oonatituted authoritiea, 
that has met my eye, was the spjja- 
xation of the states alluded to but 
as a viutatian to be deprecated. A 
•wamin;; voice was snnictinu's heard 
from these autliorities, aimouiuuiig 
fern that a prostrate oommeroei a 

netKllesM war, and entatjgliiig alliiUKes 
might put the Union in jeu|nr(U-. It 
was a Toioe often expresnve of deep 
emoCaOD, sometimes of anger, fro- 
qnently of atnazement, never of de- 
raair, in which, however, the yearning 
of fraternal hearts, and the predomi> 
nating attachment to the Umnn, were 
ever discenuble. It ii])oke the Lm- 
guage which FrankUn held to Uurke, 
at the time to which the latter ze&rs 
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CHAP, firom MaBBacbiiaetts^ howmr, as well as firom fhe other Btates, 
were gentleinen of fhe highest respeetabilitj end talent ; and, 

1814 " as fiir as their profesBioDS can be considered as sinoere, — as 
fiur as thar votes and proceedings afford evidence of their 

designs," — so far their conduct has been adjudged to be 
dcfensiMe. As lias hoen well observed, "It is not to be sup- 
posed, without {)roof, that tlieir ol>ject was treason or dis- 
noioQ i and their proceedings unite with their declarations and 
the Bentiments entertained by those who appointed them to 
show that they^ neither purposed nor meditated any other 
means of defence than waxh as were perfectlj justifiable, pacifte, 
and constitotionaL''^ Indeed, soch men as Geoige Cabot^ of 
Boston, the preddent of the convention, not a politician bj 
profession, yet "a man of so enliglitened a mind, of such wis- 
dom, virtue, and piety, that one must travel far, very far, to 
find his equal ; " ' Nathan Dane, of Beverly, the father of the 
ordinance of 1787 for the government of the north-west ter- 
ritory, and the author of a Digest of the Common Law, still 



Bn^and as ** a nest of reptiles, hrood- 
fai^ dilllienberment in the breast of a 

%'5rtnniiH pfvipic ; whose menaces could 
• do no nioic than to encoura^i^e the 

foe, and protract the war."* And e\-eii 
Mr. InpTsoll siu f'riii^Iy sj)eak8 of the 
legisUiture ot MaH.suchuselt« bm u body 
•of five hundred small formers, plain 
mechanics, and \nlla^e ln« yen<, in the 
multitudinous l^slature called the 
Gcnent Coort orMMsadniKtts." 

» Bmdford, iii. 219. " T-cf any 
BUD," HavB Otis, Letters, 51, "h|^ure to 
his mind the acene to be anticipated 
m the U\?islature« of the different 
States, on the presentation of a rejrart 
reeomineiiding a temporary or per* 
jK'tiuil sns]K'nsion of our relation to 
the Union, by a committee distinctly 
inhibited from treadinf? on that sacreii 
and dangerous ground. And let him, 
if he can, settle do\ni in the belief (hat 
any ]H!rHon of a sound and sober in- 
tellect would hate felt any oonoeiTable 
indoKiemept to proroke^ and meel^ 



the consequences of sueh an insult. 

Where, then, can the incurably jeaJ- 
ous look for evidence of the imjiuted 
machinations of the convention, wiiich 
eould never have been encouraged bf 
a prospect of success ? All they are 
known to have done weans a very 
different comjilexion. In their pub- 
lished report i« embodied the result 
of all their proccedinn. Their private 
journal, atnoe pubnlied, also, b a 
faithful diary of all that was moved Ol 
that assembly. The fact has been sa 
entiSed by the kmented prendant 
"What more can be offered, or is e\-cr 
required, than the natural, intrinsic, 
irrefrenble evidence arising from the 
origin^ genuine records and {npen 
of an organizea assembly ? ^^'hat evi- 
dence can be so conclusive, unless it 
be Bup]K}sed that these men, with 
Georfje Cabot at their he;nl. lujreed to 
drop a plot, and hide their shame bj 
forgerv ? ' 
' Piokflring'a Bcview, 96. 
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held in high repute, emincut for his services in the state and chap. 
national legislatures, and posso^sing the esteem and resi)ect of _ ^ 
all who knew him ; William Prescott, of Boston, fiither of the 1814. 
historian of that name, a coaneillor, a senator, and a repre* 
sentative from that town, snhseqnently a member of the oon- 
▼entlon for the revision of the oonstitatlon, and the president 
of the Common Council of Boston as a city ; Harrison Gray 
Otis, for two years succeeding this convention a nirmhrr of 
the let^ir^lature, and afterwards a senator in tlie Congress of 
the United States, a gentleman of fine talents, fascinating 
manners, and great legislative experience ; Timothy Bigelow, 
of Medford, a member and the speaker of the Honse, and after* 
wards a oooncfllor ; Joshoa Thomas, of Plymouth, an upright, 
popular, and honored judge of probate to the time of his 
death ; Joseph livman, of Northampton, the sheriff of Hamp* 
shire county, and a member of the convention for revising 
the cons*titution ; Daniel Waldo, of Worcester, a member of 
the Senate, respected by Ida townsmen, as by all otiiers who 
knew him ; Ilodijah Baylies, of Taunton, aide-deK?amp to a 
distinguished oflicer daring the revolntion, and long judge of 
probate for the county of Bristol ; George Bliss, of Spring* 
field, a member of the state government and of the convention 
for revising the oonstitntion ; Samuel S. Wilde, of Newbniy- 
port, also a member of the state convention, and a judge of 
the Supreme Judicial Court, beloved and respected by a wide 
circle of acquaintances, and pt>s-;('s.-ing the contidt-nce and 
attachment of the people ; t^tephen Longfellow, Jan., father of 
the distingaished professor and poet,— such men, by the most 
violent partisan, could hardly be suspected of deliberately 
"plotting a conspiracy against the national government, of 
ezdUng a civil war, of favoring a dissolution of the Union, 
of submitting to an allq^ce to George III." Their charao> 
ter and standing, at the period of their choice and to the day 
of their deatli, arc a sutficieut refutation of all sucli charges, 
even if made^ and if they were unworthy the confidence 



414 PBOCEEDmOS OF THE CONVENTION. 

CHAP, of the public, upou wlioui could reliauce be more safely 

1814. On tlic apiKjiiitcU day, twenty-four dolouatos look their 
' seats, and the oouvention was or<jatiized by the choice of 
George Cabot as president, and Theodore Dwight as seere* 
taiy.' £adi session of this body was opened with prayer ; 

sessions had continued for three weeks, it was 
adjourned. The report of the committee, ap[>ointed at an 

1814. early stage, sogp^ted the following topics for the considerar 
lion of the convention : "The jmwors elaimod by the excrutivo 
of tlio Tnited St^ites to lU'li'iinine cunrhir-iN ely in re^jH-ct to 
calling out the militia of the t^tates into the service of tho 
United States, and the dividing tlie United States into mili- 
tary districts, with an oflker of the army in each thereof, with 
discretionary authority from the executive of the United States 
to call for the militia, to be under the command of such offi- 
cer ; the refusal of tho executive of the United States to su})ply 



' Short Account. .<vt.. lf>-21. Mr. 
Ingenioirfl Sketch of the Hartford 
Convention, Hlvt of the War, Events 
of 1814, chip. X., is marked by the 
partinan si)irit which |)er\ades his 
whole work, and which, in the esti- 
mation of the prmlnit, d« tra' t-. fiom 
it« reliahlmcss. The li\ |)«ithf-i>i ^>^ 
this gfullt'inan, that the histor\- of any 
period, "if not develoj)ed by some 
Cf)Tit<'rn[iorarv a!iTialist, t)ut k>fl to 
posterior siK'Culution, must 1m> mere 
theory ana fcble ; iesH historic al, 
phi!')sn])hical, or veritaldc than the 
narrative of even a biased contvmiK)- 
rary neemn to me open to the gmveet 
ohjec:tions, and. iiid' rd, quite untena- 
ble. Contemiiorar) annals, it ia true, 
tre indiiipen««n1e, and often valuable ; 
l)>it impartial liistdry can rarely be 
baited upou the »tatement« of any one 
who waa an active participant fai the 
scenes he descrIl>eB, and who writes 
aa an advocate or 8i)ecial pleader. In 
audi cases, his work must be closelv 
aoratiniied, compared ouefuUy iritn 



other doniments, and vic.vfd through 
a clearer medium than that of politt- 
cal expediencv. 

' All the Massachusetts delegates 
— twelve in number — were present ; 
of the Jlhode Island delegation, Dan- 
id Lyman, Hei^amin Hazard, and 
I'dward Muntoti ai)])eared; of the Con- 
nect icait (Iclc^'atinii, C'hauncy C»oo<l- 
rich, James Hillhouse. John Tread- 
well, /ephaniih Swirt, Nathaniel 
Smith, ( ah in (Muldurd. and Koger 
M. Shennaii ; n i trom New Hamp- 
shire, Henjamin ^^'e^l and Miles Ol- 
cutt. Secret Jour, in the published 
account of the oonfcntkn} Short 
Arc Hint, kc. '22. Mr. Dwfjht, the 
secretur)', utterwards published a his- 
tory of this convention, in whidi he 
defended its members from the charge 
of seekiiur a dismemberment of tiie 
Union. Uomn. also Noah Webster's 
Esmvs, and Goo<lrie]i - KecoUections 
of a Lifetime, lA-tter in which 
a full account of tlm conveutiou ia 
giTen. 
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or j)ay the militia of certain states, called out for their de- cHAP. 
fence, on the ground of their not having been, by the executivo ^^^^ 
of the state, put under the command of the commaQder over 1S14. 
the military district ; the failure of the goTemment of the 
Uoitcd States to supply and pay the militia of the states, 
by them admitted to have been in the United States service ; 
the report of the secretary of war to Cons^re^s on filling the 
ranks of the army, together with a bill or act on that subject ; 
the bill before Congress providing for classing and drangiiting 
the militia ; the expenditure of the revenue of the nation in 
offensive operations on the neighboring provinces of the ene- 
my ; the failure of the govecnment of the United States to 
provide for the common defence, and the consequent obliga- 
tions, necessity, and burdens devolved on the several states to 
defend themselves ; together with the mode, the ways, and the 
means in their im)W(M" tor accomplishing the obj(><:t,"' 

The report thus made was accepted and approved ; and, at 
a subsequent date, apon the report of a nev committee which Dee. 24. 
had been appointed, several amendments to the federal oonsti- Dec2L 
tution were proposed, to be recommended to the several state 
legislatures for approval or rejection. These amendments, as 
in the published report, were, "1. Representatives and direct 
taxes shall be apj)ortion<Ml among the several states whieli 
may im included within this Union accordiiiL'- lo their resiKC- 
tive number of free persons, including those bound to serve 
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed and all 
others. 2. No new state shall be admitted into the Union by 
Congress, in virtue of the power granted by the constitu- 
tion, without the concurrence of two thirds of both Houses. 



' St'crt't Jour, in Proccfdiiif^ of the 
Conventiou, Hartlord, 1816 ; bhort 
Aooount, &C., 25, 20. The remark of 
Infjersoll, th()u;«;h othcnnsr iiitoiided, 
perhaps i» worthy of notice — that 
** the V asked fiv no seeret or legire- 
giOea oonventioii. The popular Toioe 



was for (Iflciritcs frt)m all the coni- 
Dierctal states, to devise meiu«ure« 
of peaceable reform, not dinroemljer- 

nn'iit : iiivolv'ii;; no lu w New l'u<rland 
conltderacy, or anti-federal, uiicoiwii- 
tutional, or dandestioe transaction." 
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CHAP. 3. Congress shall not have power to lay any embargo on the 
^ ^^^ ships or vessels of the citizens of the United States, in the 
1814. ports and liarbors thereof^ for more than siztj days. 4. Con* 
gress shall not have power, without the ooncoireiioe of two 
thirds of hoth Honses, to interdict the oommeroial m te r cour s e 
between the United States and anj foreign nation, or the 
dependencies thereof. 6. Congress shall not make or declare 
war, or autlioi ize acts of hostility agaiiir^t any foreign nation, 
without the concurrence of two tiiirds of both Houses, except 
such acts of hostility be in defence of the territories of tlie 
United States when actually invaded. 0. No person who 
shall hereafter be natoralized shall be eligible as a member of 
the Senate or Hoose of BepreeentatiTes of the United States^ 
nor capable of holding anj civil office nnder the anthority of 
the United States. 7. The same person shall not be elected 
president of the United States a second time ; nor shall the 
president be elected from the same state two terms in suc- 
cession." * 

Such was the "treason" of (lio Hartford convention —• a 
treason " with which anti-federalists had once laigelj sympa* 
tiiized ; for the very amendments proposed by this conventioa 
were substantially such as had been agitated at the time of 
the adoption of the oonstitntion, and deemed necessary by its 
0]tp()ntMits to prevent the encroachiuents of the federal gOT- 
ernincnt. But time often changes tlic opinions of men, or, at 
least, iadaces forgetfulness of once favorite measures.^ 



' Secret Journal, in Proceedings 
of the Convention, 26; Bradford, 
iiL 220 ; Short Account of Hartford 
Convention, 30. 

* Short Account, i^c. 12; Hil- 
dreth's U. S., 2d series, iii. 549-oo2. 
Mr. higenoU has renewed these once 
popular charges. "The Hartford 
Uonvention," nayn he, " was one of 
tiiote leetioDal and distant combi- 
natioiis to which thin wde-spread, 
oo^federuted Uuioa is liable — jusdy 



suspicious, and unquostinnnbly Tinwar- 
rantable, whether criminai or lawful, 
or ezamble ; piroToked by no intol- 
erahle miflferings — neither fiunine, 
pestilence, nor the ordinar}' calami- 
ties of wiir ; whose severest infliction 
was privation of commerce, enterprise, 
and giin ; not ftfflictinir New Engknd 
alone, but commun, in great meai<iue, 
to all the United Statet} not deprived 
of suhsistcnre, raimont, or hnhitation, 
while, by turning the versatile geniut 
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aboat three weeks after the acyoammeDt of this con- ohap. 
▼ention, and as if to demonstrate the jnstioe of its complaints, 
the General Congress passed a law covering the point which uu. 
had been most in'dispnte. The lanj^age of this act was,'*^^* 

" That the president of the Uuited States bo, and he hereby 
is, authorized and required to receive into tlie service of the 
Uuited States any corps of tr()o{)s which may have been, or 
may be, raised, organized, and officered under the authority of 
tmj of the states, whose term of service shall not be less than 
twelve months ; which corps, when received into the service 
of the United States, shall be subject to the rules and articles 
of war, and be ein[Moyed in the state raising the same, or in 
an a<]joiuing state, and not elscwliero. except with the assent 
of the executive of the st;ite so raising the same." * 

Nor was this all ; for, only about a week later, on motion of Fab. a 
Mr. Yamnm, a senator from Massachosetts, it was ^resolved, 
that the committee .to whom was referred that part of the 
president's message of the twentieth of Septembw last which 
relates to the military establishment, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making provision by law for the pay- 



of the eastern people to mamifhctiircs, by that act of Congress, were to serve 

the hotbed of war lumeuted what the nation under its comraander-in- 

has proved aa profitable as their t^ief^ the nreadent; not to defy both 

commerce. That coincntion. without him and tnera. South Caroliiiii. Vir- 

treasonable act or hostile collision, ginia, Mar}-land, and New York, 

contemplated the separate gorem- tendered their state troops to tiie na- 

ment of one or more states, which national exec utive, for national hostili- 

dissnhitioTi of the Union ; — lead- ties. Mass;ichusett8 expressly with- 



mg to jKirdal jK-ace and ultimate held her troops, imder the exclusive 

alSaaoe with the enemy, whicli, Mr. command of her disloj-al governor* 

Otis confessed, would have prnsfmted The (lifft-rence is a contrast between 

public credit and private j)roj)L'rlv, acts of jxitiiotic stale devoii«tn, and an 

real and personal, annihilBtea tlie puf> act of state defiance, which, in nil the 

He funds, and increased ereiy oalomUy typographienl attraction of Italics, 

complained of.** cauitaK and rhetorical language, Mr. 

* Law8oftheU.S.,{T. 778;Oti8's Otu displays as what he cbM the 

Letters, 38; Short Account. Xc, 10, eprg laid in the Hartford Convention, 

11 ; Bradford, ilL 221 ; Ilildreth's U. hatched by daylight under the wing 

S., 2d series, iii. Mr. Ingersoll ot>- and ineohatimi of the national ea^l^ 

jects to this \icvf of the law, and Still more discordant was the spirit 

says that ' the state troops, authorized than the letter <^ thai hostile act. 

VOL. iii. 27 
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CHAP, ment of the militia which have been called out by the author- 
lie 

Jf'^ ity of any state for the defence of any part of the United 
isu. States against myaaion, sinoe the oommenoement of the present 
war, and not taken into the pay of the United States, and for 
reimlrarsiiig any state for any mon^ adyaaced for pay, 
rations, camp equipasre, and all other expenses neceasarily in* 
currofl in calling out such militia, according to the rules and 
regulations proscribed by law for defraying the cxj>ense of 
calling out the iniiitia by authoritj of the United States." ^ 

F«h, 10. Fourteen days later, a bill in oonformity with this resolve was 
introdoced by Mr. Giles, a senator from Virginia, and passed 

Fek IS. to be engrossed ; bat before the Honse oodld cobcv, the news 
of peace arrived.' 

Already had the legislatore of Massachusetts approved of 
the action of the convention, by ado))ting a report presented 
by a committee of which Daniel A. White — now Judge 
24. White, of Salem — was chairman. "The expediency," says 
this docnment, " of having invited a oonyebtion of delegates 
from the New England States is folly proved by the resolt of 
their labors, oomnnmioated with his ezceUency'B message^ 
The committee entertain a high sense of the wisdom and abil- 
ity with which this convention have discharged their arduous 
trust; and, while they maintain tlio principle of state sover- 
eignty, and of the duties which citizens owe to their respective 
state governments, they give the most satisfactory proofs of 
attachment to the constitution of the United States and to the 
national Union." * The resolution accompanying this report, 
and embodying its sentiments, was passed in the Honse by a. 
vote of one hundred and fifty-nine to forty-eight ; and the 

J«B. 27. governor was empowered to appoint three commissioners to 
proceed immediately to the seat of the national government, 



» Jour. Senate for Feb. 6. 1815; * OdVs Letters, 1 1 ; Short .\ocoi»i|^ 
Hist. Cong. ; Short Account, 11,12. &c., 18. On the adoption of tliis 
* Hist. Cong. ; Short Account, &c port, the vote stood 169 to 46. 
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reqoeBtiiig the consent of the General Congress to the chap. 
measores reoonunended by the convention.^ Harrison Gray 
Otis, Thomas H. Perkins, and William SolliTan, all of Boa- mL 
ton,** were the persons selected to proceed to Washington, Jan.!!. 
▼here thoy arrived **one day after tlie news of peace had 
reached that city."* 

It will lie perceivod. from this sketch of the proceedings of 
the Hartford convent iou, — which has been made the more 
full from a desire to do justice to the men who were concerned 
in that body, and to the state which suggested and approTod 
its meeting, — that nothing whatever iq)pears in those pro- 
ceedings to justify the charge, once so widely disseminated, 
that the design of -its fnends was to dissolre the Union, even 
at the expense of a civil war. So far from this being the 
ca.se, the re|iort .>;ent out by that body is a teiiiperate dueuuieut, 
protesting against injustice, indeed, but breathing a spirit of 
loyalty to the Union ; and, at this day, it is presumed few who 
have investigated the subject calmly and dispassionately will 
vefhse to concede the honesty of the men, whatever may be 
thought of the propriety of their measures.* 

The news that a peace had been negotiated with England 
reached Boston in February, while the legislature was in ses- 
sion ; and it " gaYC great joy to every patriot." Both branches 
of the General Court joined in celebrating tlie event ; a pro- 

' Short Aceount, S:c., 13, 11. (iucstion re^pectinjj the Division of 

' Otis'h Lett ITS, 3H; Short Account, i\w States, 1)\ a Mas-sachusetts Farra- 

Ao.t 14^16 ; Bradford, iiL 227. Of er," ns well as in some of the psipeii 

the treatment which these mrss(>ni," r<5 (if the d ly. Yet justice, after all, rc' 

experienced, il is UDneccstHiT) to h|>eak. quires the concession, that the spirit 

It was inch aa might mtve been of disunion was never extensive } and 

exj)ected, however, from a triumph- to chnrji^ the whole jvcoplc, or even 

ant majority, confident of their own a mtuority of them, witn a design 

•tren^^tn, and rejoicing in the appar- to mibvert the national govemmenty 

Cnt discomfiture of their opponents. ennces a lack of candor and rharity 

' That some pcrsous in ^lassacbu- which can only be imputed to the 

Mttt were in favor of a divinon of the udlnHiee of those feelmgs which n 

states, it is presumed, will not l)e de- often bias the judgment of even good 

nied ; for the step was advocated in a men. and which arc the otfspring of & 

pamphlet entitled Thoughts, in a too zealous adhesion to party. 
ScriM of Lettcia, in Aimrar to tfie 
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CHAP, oeasion was formed of all classes of the citizens ; a snmptaous 
feast was giyen in Faoeuil Hall ; and, in the evening, the 
isiA. whole town was brilliantly illuminatedJ Whatever was the 
difference of opinion relative to the policy of the war, no one 

regretted that it had been broiijrht to a close. Tlift American 
character for patriotism and bravery liad not, indccfl. sufr»'re<i 
on land or at sea ; and the series of victories of the army and 
of the navy reflected great credit upon the gallantry of the 
officers and the courage of the men. If the incidents of the 
war have been but partially detailed in this chapter, it is be^ 
cause they did not legitimately &11 within its limits. The 
JaB.8. Tiotory at New Orleans^ the crowning event, was every where 
apj)lauded ; and the legislature of Massachusetts, by a hand- 
Fab. 28. some majority, passed a vote of tlianks to General Jackson 
and his brave associates for their defence of that place/-* 
With the recurrence of peace, and even before that date, 

« 

the attention of the citizens of Massachusetts was called to 
their domestic affairs, and arrangements were made for in- 
creasbg the industrial resources of the state. Already bad 
isii. woollen fiictories begun to be established ; and, by the enconr- 



to agement of the legislature, at least thirty-four companies were 
incorporated for the mauufactmc of woollen and cotton clotha.* 



* Bradford, m. 230 ; Stateaimm't the prosjtect of a dinunution of taxes 

Manual, i. 37.). tn aty of ju acc in tlic lutiiri'. On the siil.jcct of im- 

wa» concludt'd at Cihvut, Dt-ccmber preHsnient, the tnsity was silent, and 

24, 1H14 ; and, an iwxm as communi- oommercial T^Iatiom bet4kr«cd £ng- 

cated by llu' i-n-sident, wa» ratified !iy land and Amorica wvrc ivfrm d to 

the Senate " It wan the occanon uf negotiatioyis proposed to be resumed 

wnccrc and universal rdoicing, with at an early day." • 
thi- ('xct'])tion, perhaps, of contiactow, * M iss. Ut solves for 1814-15; 

oftict'-holdt rs, and others. \vht\ ucre linidiord. iii. 226; IngenoU's Uifit. 

making great gains by the war. ami, of the War. 

of ooune^ were interestt^ in it« con- ' Mass. I^wsfor 1814-15, pasam; 
tinuance. To the" administration it ]5railt<iid. iii. 331. Tlie companies 
was an inexpressible reb'ef; for dilli- reli in <l to in the te.xt were tl;C' Haver- 
eulties and embarrassments had been Ixill ( lUou and W(»ollen .Manufactory; 
long fratlurini: and tlii( krniiii; around tlie.Vshburnham Cotton I'utor) ("om- 
it. And tlie people were happy to jian} ,' the Athoi Monulicturing Com- 
knin the nstontion of peace, the ra» pany ; the llalton Ootton and Paper 
viial of eommeicU enterpni^ and ManuCwtory; the Pern Manu&ctnr- 
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The inoorporatioiiB for the latter purpose have nnce greatly chap. 

mnltipHed, and haVe brought into existence a Lowell and a 
Lawrence, besides givinij: a fresh impulse to a nuniljer of other 1815. 
towii3.* As a coiisecjuciice of these changes, and of the devel- 
opment of tlie mechanical and agricultural reaources of the 
Mate, railroads radiate in everj direction ; the oommeroe of 
the Btate encircles the globe ; towns have become cities, and 
Tillages towns; our people are%nlnentljr an industrial people ; 
wHh the increase of wealth and of the comforts of life, the 
arts aud the sciences have been successfully cultivated ; the 
press, the great engine of civilization, is actively at work for 
the enlightenment of the public ; our manners and customs 
have been ameliorated and improved the interests of religion 
and morality are fostered ; and the progress of society, and 
its intellectnal advancement, have kept pace with its seoondary 
and temporal advancement. Boston, from a*town of sixty 
thousand inhabitants, has become a city of one hundred and 
sixty thousand inhabitants ; and tlie population of the state, 
from five hundred thousand, has increased to over a million 
— notwithstanding the separation of the District of Maine^ . 



fag Company ; the Northbridge Cot- bottom Cotton and Woollen Factory | 
ton and Cloth Mumifiicturin;? Com- the Famn'rs Manufacturing Com- 
panies i the Amherst Cottou Factoiy j pany, in Lenox j the Steep Brook 
theHolliston Cloth ManufiMstoiyi tne Cotton and Woollen, and the Lisbon 
Wellington Cotton Mill Company; Manufacturing Companies ; the Biim- 
tbe Springfield ManuDactuiing Com- field Cotton and Woollen Munu£ictiu> 
pany; the Oxford Central Cotton and ing Com pony ; the Westjwrt Cotton 
Woollen Manufacturing Companyi Manufaetuniig Company; the Dean 
the Globe Manufacturing Company; Cotton Manulacturing Comuany ; the 
the Stoughton Cotton and WtwUen Fanners Cottcn and Woollen Fao- 
Manufiicturing Company ; the Cotton* tory, in Union, and the Union Cot- 
Woollen, and Linen Company, in the ton Factory Company; the Duxbury 
West Precinct in Uridgcwater; the South lUver Manufacturing Com|)Qny; 
Stow and Wat»rtown C^ton Factory the Stratum Cotton Manufacturing 
Comjmnies; the Mnnson Woollen, and Companv ; and the Phillipston Cotr 
Foxboro' Cotton Manufacturing Com- ton and Woollen Manu^tuiing Com- 
naniea; the Wellilcet, and Easton pany. 

Manufacturing Companies ; the Oak- ' For an account of the number 

ham Cotton and Woollen Factory of cotton mills within thirty milea 

Cbmpany; the Stockbridge Cotton and of Frovidence, in 1812, see NiWi 

Woollen, and the Stockbridge Cotton Weekly B/egalUa, iL 126. 
iitamtfti i^iyiiy fimnniMiiflt I theSod^ 
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CHAP, and its erection into a distinct and independent common' 
, wealth.* 

B«t one other topic remains to be noticed in thia place — 
ihe reriaion of the oonetitation in 1820. The conYontion for 
this purpose was called dnriog the administration of QoTemov 
Brooks, who succeeded Mr. Stronj^ in 1816, and who was 

chosen cliiof magistrate for seven year? sunvssively.^ At the 
orif^iiuil iulo})tion of the conSitmiou, it had Ih'»mi proposed 
that a convention should be called, at the end of Ufteeu yeai s, 
for its revision, should changes be deemed necessary ; bul 
nothing was done at that time. It was 9i^>poeed, however, 
that alterations might now be made which would be improve' 
nents in the instroment^ thooj^ it was not contended that it 
was materially defective, nor had thare been any complain ti 
of its ahridging the liberties of the people. A diminution in 
the niuiilitT of rejiresentatives, and t)ie adoption of a new 
prineiplc in tiio clioico of senators, were the principal changes 
suggested ; and, as the District of Maini^ had been recent^ 



I PMlfioiia hr ihit wpMr a tlBP of of MiwHwimMtfii, ind « neniber of 

Maine were pre ferred to the legis- the Council under Governor Strong, 

lature of Masiiachu.sett.<i in 1816, and Kespected for \m talents, and remark- 

a eupTwil k itt was appointed, to be ably oooeifiauuff and ]x>pu]Br in hit 



at Brunswick, which voted In manners, thoani ver^' decided and 

&vor of the step ; but the separation independent in nis conduct/ his quaiit* 

was not fully eifected until 1820. N. tie* as a statesman and his character 

Am. Review for Sejtt., 181G; Brad- as a man secured him the confidence 

ford, iil 244. 249, 267, 2dS| WU- of the memtjers of both parties ; his 

Uamson's Maine, ii. policy and measures guve no occomou 

' Bradford, fit 238, - 'jG. Govern- for his political opponents to chaq^ 

or BnKjks was a native of Medford, him with acting exclusively or rashly i 

Ifass., and at the time of his election and the couri«e he pursued, through- 

was in the S4th year of his age. Ha out his administration, was eminentlr 

had ser^'ed with distinction in the war calculated to check the violeiiee of 

of the revolution, and had filled manv partisan feeling. That he was a led- 

hapovtant offices, both dvil and mib- enlist is admitted; but BO ona 



tecy. After the war, lie was for some more ardently attached to repii 

liiaa m^oc general of the Massa- prindpies, and no one more readily 

ehmetts miHtia, and marshal fiir the subseribed to the doctrine that qtU 

of Mahsachusetts imder the and {)olitical power emanates from the 



federal government. He was also a people. Comp. Rev. Charles I irook>'s 

member of the convention for a^optr Hist, of MedturU, and N. li. Gen. 

ing the federal oonstitutiun, a repre- Uirt. fiflg* 
tentative and senator in the legiolature 
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erected into a separate state, this was thoiiglit the most iovor^ chap. 
aUe tiine for effecting these cbaogea. i j^ ^ 

The TOtes of the people were in Ikror of a oonTention, and um. 
it was aooordingly called — its sessions being held in the city ^' 
of Boston. Over this lar^ and respectable body of nearly 
five hundred men, among^ wiiom were many of the most emi- 
nent civilians, the venerable John Adams, formerly president 
of the United States, and then in the eighty-fifth year of his 
ige^ was called to Reside ; bat» declining the service on a<^ 
Qoimt of his years and his growing infinnities, Chief Justice 
Parker was chosen in his place. The sessions continaed for 
'ahoiit seven weeks; tiie greatest harmony prevailed among 
the members ; and, as the result of their labors, a number of 
amendmentH were proposed, to be submitted to the people for 
adoption or rejection. These amendments were embodied in 
£Murteen articles or clauses, only nine of which were ultimately 
approved, and one of these related merely to the mode of 
introdneiqg fatare alterations.^ 

The convention was in &vor of an alteration of the oonsti* 
totion by which only one session of the (General Oonrt sbooM 
be held in each year, commencing on the first Wednesday in 
January — witii a |K)wer in the lca:islature or the governor, 
however, to coll other meetings, should nece&sity rc(iuire ; but 
this change was not approved, nor was it finally adopted until 
some years after. The proposition that representatives should 
chosen by districts, instead of by towns^ was likewise re* 
jeeted ; nor was the more recent attempt of the convention of 
1853 to effect a like change attended with better saccess. The 
proposal for an alteration in the third article of the bill of 
rights, depriving the legislature of tlic power of enjoining on 
the citizens of the state attendance upon public reiigioiis wor- 
ships was also rejected ; nor was that article altered until the 



^ Proceedings of the Convention } Bradford, UL 202, 263. 
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AMENDME^S PROPOSED. 



CHAP, year 1834.^ It was also tlie opinion of the oonTention that 
the tenure of office for the judges of the judieial courts should 
1890L be expressly daring good behavior, without a liabili^ of re- 
moTal for any ottier cause ; bat the change was deemed onne- 
oeasary, as it was supposed there was little danger of removal 
for merely political purposes." 

The auK'nihiicnts adopted by tlio jM'ople were, that the gov- 
ernor should have five d:\\ri, while the (ieiieral Court was in 
session, to consider and ohject to any bill ])reseQted to him 
for signature ; that the legislature should have power to con- 
stitute manicipal or city governments in any town containing 
at least twelve thonsand inhabitants, reserving the power to* 
annul any by-laws made by such governments ; that all male 
persons of the age of twenty-one years, who had resided within 
the state for one vcar, and for six mouths within the town in 
which they claimed a ri'jlit to vote, and who had paid a tax 
av«se:^.sed upon tliem within two years, should have and enjoy 
the right of suffritge ; and that, in the election of military 
officers, those under twenty-one years of age, who were reg- 
ular members of a company, should have a right to vote; 
that notaries pablio shoold be appointed by the governor, 
with the consent of the Council, in the same manner and 
for the same time as justices of the peace, which was for the 
term of seven vears ; that no eountv attomcv, clerk of a court, 
BherifT, rcui.-tfr of probate, or re<ri.>ler of deeds, ^.llOuld, at the 
bame time, be a member of the Congress of the Uuitetl States, 
and that no judge of the Court of Common Pleas should hold 
any other oflBce nnder the commonwealth except that of justice 

* It was further proposed so to mation, nor unless on indictment by 

•mend the declaration of rights as a fn^ndiur>', except meases expresslr 

to provide lliat prrsons on triil for prnidecl for by law. Soe I'nxcuf- 

crimes might be heard bv Uiemselves mgn of the Convention, and Address 

and counsel, instead of toemselves or to the People. 

counsel ; and that no pcn*on "should * Proceedings of the GpUfVntion; 

sutfer imprisonment, or other igno- Bradford, iii. 263-26d. 
inimoiis puniahment, on offioial imBir* 
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of the peace or an ofBce in the militia ; and that future amend- chap. 
ments should receive the consent of the migority of the Senate ^^^^ 
■ad two thirds of the Houses be pablished and approved by im 
the like numbers in the next General Court, then submitted to 

the people, and, if approved by a majority of their votes, be- 
come a part of the constitntion. In addition to these propo* 
eitiona, that part of the coustitution which required all the 
legislators, mairistrates, and civil officers to declare their belief 
in the Christian religion was annulled, and the oath of alie* 
glance was likewise abridged.' 

It will be perceived that none of these changes materiallj 
affiBcted the integrity of the instrument which the wisdom of 
oar fitthers had framed, and that the people^ as a general thing, 
were satisfied with their system of government — a system as 
perfect, perhaps, as is any where enjoyed, and tis promotive 
of the interests and the well-being of tlie comiiiuuitj% 

Thus the history of Massachusetts has been traced irom the 
foundation of tlic colony at Plymouth to the revision of the 
state constitution in 1820 — a period of exactly two hundred 
years. To sum up the inddents narrated in Hiese volumes is 
entirely unnecessary. Taken as a whole, however, it may be 
confidently affirmed, that the history of no other community is 
more striking than our own. The great lessons it teaches us 
are, confidence in the integrity of the people and their capacity 
for self-government ; conlidence in religious principle, which is 
the saH'iruard of liberty; and reliance on God, who is the 
ruler of all, and to whom individuals and nations are reqion- 
sible. "In the leading or peculiar traits of character," says 
Bradford, in closing his narrative, " the people of Massachusetts 
are much the same as for several generations pest. They are 
not fond of great changes ; and to mere innovations they are 



' Minutes of the Convention, and* AddrcM to the People) BndfiurdtSL 
266, aud App. ai2-;i27. 
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CHAP. d,ecide<lly averse. Their first desire is to give their children 

TV 

^^^.^ a jBTood (Hlueation, and to maintain the literary and religioaa 
lan. iastitutioDS of the oomnonwealth. They acknowledge th» 
importance of iBefiil employmeDt for aU clasBes and ages, and 
are deeirons that their ohildren ahoold acqaire early hahite of 
stady and industry. They are ever ready to encourage nseftl 
inventionn, and to adopt improvements in aericultui-e aud the- • 
mechanic arts, although they are deviations IVom the pursuits 
of their ancestors. With such an intelligent and moral popur 
hition, it will not be difficult to snpport a repablican govern^ 
meat It is only when the peofile are tgnoiant and oomq>t 
that dTil freedom w in danger, or tiiat a ambitioaa men 
can establuh a despotie government where libertj haa lasig 
been enjoyed," * 

* Hktor]liHi»iB.a8B,988L 
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. NOTE. 

The following Index is not strictly analytical, bat comprises chiefly a list 
of the proper names which occur in this and the preceding volumes. By consult- 
ing, however, the Table of Contents prefixed to each volnme, in connection with 
this list, no practical difhculty, it is believed, will be experienced in finding the 
place where any subject is discussed. 
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Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, L 
1^ 

Abcrcrombie, Captain, iL ino. 
Al>ercrombie, General, iL 214-216. 

229. 222. 
Abercrombie, Colonel, iiL 9, 31, 33. 
Abij^il, the ship, takes Eudicott to 

America, L iri?. 
Abington, town of, ii. 4fi7. 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, iiL 182. 
Acadia, L 13, 30, 35, ML 4il ; ii. lii 

-7H, 87-89. 9L 156. 169i 171, 201- 

Ackland, Mr., iiL 62. 

Acton, town of, iL 455. 512. 

Adams, John, ii. 221. 200^ 303^ 307^ 

39H. 420. 43H. 440. 4.31). 4()0. 485 ; 

iii. H)^ 40, 00, OS, luo, ins, m, 112^ 

115. 117. 302. 305. 335-339. 341. 

347. 348. 350. 423. . 
Adams, John Quincy, L IM ; iiL 353, 

2iLL 300i ML 405. 
Adams, Samuel, iL 259. 287. 303. 332. 
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398. 399. 405. 416, 417. 434. 438. 

440. 443, 445. 4>H. 450. 453. 458. 

459. 401. 400, 40L 471-473. 479, 

4.S4, 4H5. 50H, 514 ; iiL 10, 00, 292, 

324-326. 335. 
Addinffton, Isaac, L 501, 603 ; ii. 62. 
Addresses to the king, L 3'J2-:i05 ; iL 

aiii ; iii. 60, fiL 
Adventurers, the merchant, L 75| 109. 

110. 126. 129. 130. 134. 130. 
Agawam, the Simj)le Cobler of, L 3^. 
Agow-amrac, L 21L 
Aix-la-Cliapelle, treaty of, iL 158, 166, 

24fi. 

Albany, trading house at, L 19. 



Alcock, Mr., L IM. 
Alcot, Mr., iL 5L 
Alden, John, L 9^, 304; 
Alderton, Point, iii. 122. 
A Id worth, Robert, L 12. 
Alexander VI., his bull, L fl. 
Alexander, the Indian chiefs L 4Qi. 
Alexander, Sir William, L 303. 
Alien and sedition laws, iiL 344. 
Allegiance, oath of, L 271. 
Allen, Rev. Mr., of Dedham, L 45L 
Allen, Rev. Mr., of Boston, L 495, 

501 ; iL 30. 
Allen, William, iL 2&L 
Allerton, Isaac, L 82, 98, 135, 187, 

139, 140, 111, 14^, ISO, 303. 
Ambrose, the ship, L 1 S7, l!K). 
America, discover)- of, L L 
Ames, Fisher, iii. 284. 
Amherst, Jefirey, ii. 229, 233, 235, 

238. 

Amsterdam, L 48. 51. 57. 60. 2L 
Anabaptists, the, L 37, .'t.'n. 
Anawan, the Indian clyef, L 447. 
Ancaster, Duke of, ii. 402. 
Andover, the tomi of, L 488; iL 41, 

42,85. 
Andrews, Richanl, L 140. 
An(b-oH, Sir lulniund, L 4(30, 483, 486, 

493-495, 497, 499-511; ii. 51, 60, 

6i,m 

Anglesey, Earl of, L 4.'>4. 
Annapofis, L 14 ; ii. lOOi 156, lOS. 
Annapolis, Md., convention at, iii. 262. 
Anne, Queen, iL fil. 
Anne, the ship, L 125, 126, 131. 
Antinomianism, L 2iiiL 
A])pea!, the last, ii. 443. 
Appleton, Captain, L 422, 424; Major, 
426. 

Appleton, Mr., iL 51. 
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Applcton, Colonel, iL fiL 

Aquiday, L 2jML 

Aquidneck, L 2liQ. 

ArWlla, Udv, L 185» IM- 

Arbella, the «hip, L 1^ 1S9, 1<ML 

Archangel, Captain Weymouth's ves- 
sel, L LL 

Argall, Captain, L 

Armada, S]MmiHh, L iL 

Arminians in England, L lAL 

Armv, American, iii. 2, 8, 42, 73^ 129, 
133. 134. 138. lia. 

Arnold, Benedict, iii. 52. 

Arrownick Hand, ii. 1 17. 

Articles, the Thirty-nine, L 32. 

Ashburton, Lord, iii. 167. 

Ashehurstc, Thomas. L 5. 

AshhuTRt, Sir Henry, L 509 ; iL 57, 6L 

AshhurKt, Sir William, iL 71^ 104. 

Asia, the shin, ii. 497. 

Aspinet, the Indian, L Mi IIS* 

Assistants, thdr powers, L 212. 

Athol, town of, iiL 24^ 

Atkinson, Tlieodore, iL 178. 

Attacks, Crispus, iL 414, 419. 

Atwood, Mr., iL il2. 

Auchmuty, Judp?, iL iAD. 

Augusta, Me., ii. 132. 

Augslnirg Confession, L 22. 

Austcrficld, L fiL 

Austin, Ann, L 2fi2. 

Avery, Captain, L 424, 4.'^4. 

Awakening, the great, iL 13ft-139. 

Ayscue, Sir George, L 212. 
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Bache, his paper referred to, iii. 328. 
Bacon, Lord, quoted, L 118. 
Bahania.s pro|x>^ed settlement of the, 
L 2LL 
Baillie, Rev. Mr., L 5JL 
Bainbridge, Commodore, iiL 398. 
Baker, Mr., iii. 21i4. 
Balch, John, L IM. 
Balch, Mr., iL 2a>l. 
Baldwin, Lonmmi, iii. 220. 
Bulclwin, ALijor, iii. 16j Colonel, iiL 

Balfour, Captain, iL 499. 
Bancroft, Bishop, L oIL 
Bank advocated, iL 71. 72. 
Bank, Massachusetts, iii. 18.1. 
Bank of North America, iiL 184. 
Bank, Unite<l States, iii. ih^ 
Banks, Sir John, L 284. 



Bant, Captain GUbert, L 508. 
Barnard, Ilev. Mr., ii. 400. 
BtuTistable, town of, L 100, US, 142. 
Barnstable, county of, ii. 3. 
Barr^, Colonel, iL' 293i 32L 324, 380^ 

404. 405. 424, 428. 477 ; iiL Qa. 
Barrett, Colonel, iL 511-513. 
Barrett, Samuel, iii. LIfL 
Barrington, Mr., iL 376. 424, i2fi; m. 

65. 

Barstow*8 garrison, L 441- 

Bartlett, Josiah, iiL 99. 

Barton's Point, iii. 11. 

Basil or Basle, L 40, 41. 

Basset-Lawe, hundred of, j. 13. 5L 

Batchelor, Rev. Stephen, L 202. 

Bawtr)', town of, L 49. 

Baxter, Richard, ii. 21. 

Bayanl, James A., iii. 405. 

Baylies, Hodijah, iii. 413. 

Bay, Ma.sMchu«ettA, area of settlement 

in, L 192. 
Bay Verte, ii. 171. 199. 
Beacon Hill, L 502 ; ii. 2fi4. 
Beauchamp, John, L 109. 140. 
Beauchamp, Mr., iL 378| 426, 428. 
Beaujeu, ii. 186. 
Beauport, village of, iL SL 
Beau Seiour, iL 198u x 
Beckford, Alderman, iL 293i 376^ 378. 

3H6. 398. 426. 428. 
Bedford, Duke of, iL 155^ 162, 232, 

241. 260. 219. 
Reecher, Captain Thomas, L 164, 182* 
Beers, Captain, L 420. 421. 
Beers, Rohert, L 4.'n. 
Belcher, Colonel, L ILL 
belcher. Chief Justice, ii. 201. 
Belcher, Jonathan, iL 104, ^26, 128- 

m. 

Bellamont, Earl of, iL 62, 63, 65, 66, 
109. 

Bellingham, Richard, L 206. 213,341. 
387, 398. 400.401.451. 

Bennington, battle of, iii. 14.5. 
Benson, Kgl>ert, iiL liUli. 
Berkeley, Sir William, L 32fi. 
Berkshire, county of, ii. 409. 
Benuu-d, Franas, ii. 2do, 256, 276, 
283, 28L 289, 291, 2!).S-:)(>0, ;Jo2, 

32L 330, .MIL 211L 341 3^ 355, 
3 (JO, 301. ;}(>:{. 300-368. 370-372. 
3TS, 379. 3.S2. 3S4, 3Ho, 387-390. 
3^, 393, 396, 397. 399. 421. 424. 
601. 

Beverlv, town of, iL 4fifij &ctoty in. 
iii. llifi. 
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Bible, Indian, L 32L 
Biencourt, Jean de, L 12. 
Bij?(«l()W, Timothv, iii. 413. 
Billfrica, town of', ii. Ho^ 506, 513. 
BillingMgate Point, L 
Billintrton, John, L UK), 
Bu«ho|), Bridget, ii. 31. 
Blackmore, William, L 44X. 
Blackstone, William, L 19L IM. 
Blnke, Mr., L OsL 

Blnthwavt, secretarj' of state, L 176. 

178. 4«0 ; ii. (59i tifi. 
Blessing of the Bay, the ship, L 200. 
]ili»H, George, iii. 413. 
Block, Adrian, L liL 
Block Ihhmd, ex])edition to, L 22L. 
Board of Customs, iL 336i 33^ 344. 

Board of Trade, iL 63^ 96i 108» 110, 
243. 21i 2iii 

Boaitl of War, iii. 13SL 

Body of Liberties, L 222. 
• Boleyn, .\nne, L 33. 

Bolingbroke, Lord, ii. IL 

Bollan, William, ii. IMi 24L 503. 

Bonaparte, his abdication, iiL 404. 

Bonner, Bishop, L 32. 

Boscawen, Admiral, ii. 201. 229. 

Boston, in Lincolnshire, L 

Boston, Mass., I 1 ?>.'»- 1 97. 21^ 216, 
218, 222, 228, 2t)K Jii^ 2Mj ^ 
425. 4.j6 : ii. 5^ 100, 2;i2, 3(25, 30L 
326. 327. 320. 330, 340. 345. 346. 
340. 350, 36;^ 303, 301, 367, 368i 
373. 374. 381. 385. 390. 392. 399. 
400. 425. 430. 431. 433. 445. 454. 
470. 471. 474. 476, 488, 493, 498, 
605 ; iii. 4,6,45,53.69,76^77,82, 
84i \2ih 19S~200. 310. 332^ aiL 

Boston Massacre, ii. 408-421. 

Boston men join the Maasachusetts 
Company, L 

Boston jwrt bill, ii. 504. 

Boston, riots in, iL 160. 400 ; iii. 333. 

Bostoneers, Itandol])h'B humble rep- 
resentation of, L 405. 

Bostoneers, charges against the, ii. 

Botetourt, Lord, ii. Sfifi. 
Bound House, L 300. 
Bounty to soldiers, iii. 140. 
Bourbons, restoration of the, iiL 404. 
Bourlamarque, ii. 435. 
Bourne, liichard, L 350. 
Bourne's rarrison, L 410. 411. 
Bowdoin, James, iL 259, 323, 388,434, 
438. 445, 459, 460, 485 i iiL llfi. 



180. 182. 190. 19L 194, 197, 227. 

256-258. 265. 263. 
Bowers, Mr., ii. 3H.S. 
Bowman, Thaddeus, ii. 510. 
Boyle, Robert, Escj., L 357. 303. 
Boylston, Dr., iL 115. 
Boj-ne, the ship, iii. 51k 
Braddock's expeilition, ii. 1 fCi-1 87 
Bnulfortl, Alden, iiL 425. 
Bradford, Captain and Major, L 410. 

420. 445. 

Bradford, Gowmor William, L 50.61. 

62. 92. 98. 107. 108. 112-114. 127. 

128, 132, 138, 147, 158, 188, 198, 

216. 231. 
Bradfonl, Mr., iL 5Jj 61. 
Bradstreet, Colonel John, iL 146, 189, 

216. 232. 
Bradstreet, Dudley, ii. 42, HI. 
Bradstrect, Simon, L 185, 194, 341. 

371. 381. 2ii2s 3M. 401, 478, 479, 

501, 503, 508; ii. 42. 
Ifraintree, town of, L 215, 241 ; iL 303, 

Brant, Molly, iL lOL 
Brattle, Captain, L 442, 443. 
Brattle, William, ii. 4_L 
Brattle, William, ii. 3SH, 489. 
Brattle Street Church, iL 363 ; iiL 
282. 

Breda, peace of, ii. 7SL 

Breeden, Captiin, L 386, 399. 

Breed's Hill, iii. 22, 28. 29,31. 

Brenton, Mr., iL 50, oL 

Brereton, Sir Thomas, L Ifid. 

Brereton, Sir William, L Ififi. 

Brereton's Island, L 168. 

Brewer, alias lirewster, L 6L. 

Brewer, Colonel, iiL 3J^ 

Brewster, William, L 48-50, 58. 61. 

92, 120, 19N, HML 231 
Bridge, Colonel, iii. 23, 22. 
Bridger, Mr., iL 1119. 
Bridges, Captain, L 125. 
Bridgewater, town of, L 410, 441. 
Jtright, Kev. Francis, L 163, 165, 170, 

105. 

Brimfield, town of, ii. 45fi. 

Bristol, the birthplace of Sebastian 

Calwt, L 2. 
Bristol, Earl of, iL 375, 442. 
Bristol county, ii. 3. 
Biintol merchants, L 4, 12. 
British Coffee House, iL 322. 
Broadbent, L 501. 
Brockholt, L 480, 500. 
Brucklcbaok, Captain, L 43S. 
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Brodhead, J. R., quoted on the Dutch 

plot, L 82. 
Broke, Oiptain, iii. 399. 
Brooke, Lord, L 217^ 304. 
Brookfield, town of, L 416-418. 
Brookliiic, town of; L 197i iL 469^ 513 ; 
iii. ilL 

Brooks. John, iii. 23. 24. 27. 228, 244. 

•284. 397, 404. 122. 
Brovighton, Nichobs, iiL 5S. 
Brown, Robert, L 41L 
Brown, Mr., L 479; ii. fiL 
Brown. Mr., of Swansey, i. 409, 410. 
Brown, Mr., ii. 511. 
Browne, CVintain William, L 12. 
Browne, John. L l(>o, 172. 279. 
Browne, Samuel, L 165, 172, 279. 
Brownists, L 46i TL 
Bnmswiek, Me., town of, iL llfi. 
Buce. Capt;un, iii. iiL 
Buccr, Martin, L 32» 38. 
Buckman'fi Tavern, iL 509. 
Butfington, Major, iiL 21sL 
Bull, the pirate, L 3iKL 
Buir.s garrison, L 426. . 
BuUinger, L 32. OS. 
BuUivant. Dr., L 486, 501. 
Bulklev, Peter. L iilL ilifi. 
Bunker Hill. iiL 21-23. 48, 54, 5fL 
Burdick, ii. 414. 

Burgesn, Colonel, ii. 104. • 
Burgo>Tie, General, ii. 187, 507 ; iii. 

20. 47. 144. LLL 
Burke, Edmund, ii. 309» 376i 380^ 

428. 429. 477, 478 ; iii. 65-67. L&fi. 
Burke, William, ii. 42iL 
Burleigh. L 4(13. 
Buniet, Gilbert. L 511; ii. 122. 
Buntet, William, ii. U>9-198. 
Burroughs, Ivdward. L 3iiiL 
Burrougli.s, George, ii. 35. 
Burton. Colonel, ii. 18(>. 
Bute, Earl of, iL 26L 218, 228. 
Butler, iii. IiL 

Butler, Mr., of South Carolina, iii. 27L 
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Butierfield. Samuel, L 223. 
Button, Willitim, L blL 
Ihittnck. Major John, ii. 513. 
Buzzard's Buy, L llj ISL 
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Calwt, George, iiL 412i 414- 

Cabot, John, L 2-4. 

Cabot, Seba.stian, L ^-5 ; H. Z& 



Caermarthen, the Marquis ot, L 509. 

Caldwell, ii. 413. 

Callender, iii. 30, 34. 

Callierefi. M. de, ii. 8U. 

Cah-in, John, L 32^ 35i 37i 38, 40, 

Cal\-iniKtfi in England, L 151. 

Cambridge, town of, L 207, 41fi ; u. 

385. 3S9, 419, 425, 431^ 433, 439, 

440. 44 3, 4.j4, 461. 470, 489, 607; 

iii. 4^ 14, 5L 
Cambridge, agreement at, L 1B2. 
Camden, Lonl. iL 257, 321. .m 331, 

336. 404. 503, 504 ; iii. 156, Ifil. 
Cam]>l)cll, ii. 359. 

Canada, L S. 28, 402; u. 76-78. 86- 

89, 1^ 155. 228. 
Canajoharie, ii. 1 88, 214. 
Canal, Middlesex, projected, iiL 320. 
Canals in .Massachusetts, iii. 320. 32L 
CanonicuR, the Indian chief, L 107, 197. 

220, 222, 243, liLL 
Canonchet, L 440. 
Canseau. ii. 120, 142. 
Canterbur>-, the Archbishop of. L 283. 
Cai)e Anne, L 12. 22. 129. 133. 153. 

162. 189. 
Caj)e Breton, ii. 14.S. 
Cape Cod. L IJL LL B3, 43fi.. 
Cape Sable. L M y,i ; ii. 1.3". 
Carey ^^Iatthew. quoted, iiL 306. 
Carey, Mr., of Virginia, iii. 10-1. 
(\iribbee Islands, iL 80. 
Carlisle, Eirl of. L 2i<fi. 
Carlisle, town of, ii. 512. 
Carpenter, Mr.. L 432. 
Carr, Colonel, ii. 415. 
Carr, Sir Uoliert, L 389, 400. 
(\irtier. Jacques. L L 
Cartwright, l 40. 

Cartwright, Colonel George. L 390, 397. 

400,443. 
Carver. John, L 6L 92^ 96. 38. 
Casco Bay, L 12_i ii. <>^. 1»7. 
Castine. il. 88. 

Castle, the, ii. .372, 489 ; iiL 79, 80. 
Castle Island. L 211, 2^ •'>05; ceded 

to the United States, iii. 34L 
Cataraqui, ii. 20.3. 
Ciitharinc of Arragon, L 33. 
Caunucum. L 114. 115. 118- 
Cavaliers, L 342. 

Cavendish, Lord John, iii. 65, 167. 
Ceremonies, controversy about, L 2L 
CTialmers, George, quoted, L 155. 17g« 
414. 

Cham plain, Samuel, L 13, 
Cbam])lain, Lake, ii. IS> 
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Chancery Court, commission issued, L 
282. 

Chandler, General, ii. 22i. 
Channing. Rev. Dr., iiL 405. 
Chapeau Kouge, ii. 14.H. 
Chapman, the noet, quoted. L 66. 
Charity, the ship. L U L 1 llL 128, 122. 
Charles L, L 1^ lalt 279^ Mi. 293^ 
322. 

Charles IL, L 178, 324, 357, 35^ 369, 
37o. 3 HO. 400. 4G4. 4(56, 477. 

Charles, the ship, L 187i 190. 

Charles River, L \92± 

Chariestown, Mass., L 22, 102, 170, 
UHL il>2, 197, 202, 2H, L'st. 439; 

ii. 5, 419. 454, 470, 507, 514 ; iii. 4, 
8,22,2a. 

Charlevoix, nuoted, ii. 92. 

Charter of >itLSsachuBetts, L 158-162. 

m et seq. ; ii. 16, UL 

Charter of New England resigned, L 

287,238. 
Charters of the kings, L 177. 
Chase, Mr., of M u-j land, iii. 95. 
Chaste, J)e. of Dieppe, L 13. 
Chatham, Earl of, li. 325, 332, 333, 

330. 401, 453. 501, 503 ; iii. QL 
Chatham, town of, i 112 ; ii. 4.'S7. 
Chaudi^re, L UL 208. 
Chauncy, Chirles, ii. 139, 224. 
Chaunn, L 13. 
Chelmsford, ii. 512. 
Chelsea, L 12Q. 215. 
Chesapeake, the ship, attacked, iiL 356, 

399. 

Chesterfield, ii. 22fi. 
Chibucto, ii. 16S, lliii. 
Chicopce, iii. 215. 
Chiegnecto, ii. ^69, IIL 
Chikatabot, L 192. 
Chilton, L 22. 

Child, Dr. Robert, i. 339. 339, 311. 
Clirij<tiaon.>*en, llendrick, L 52. 
Christi.sson, Wenlock, L 3fi9. 
Church, Colonel Ueiijamin, L U().427. 
44fi 

Church, Dr. Benjamin, ii. 450. 460 ; 

iii. 47, i;i 

Cluurches of New England, L 202 ; iL 50. 
Circular to the colonies, iL 319. 
Clap, Roger, L ^^"i . 
Clarendon, Earl of, L 382, 386, 395, 

403. liiiL 
Clarendon, Lord, quoted, L 208. 
Cbrk, the engineer, iL '232, 
Clark, Nathaniel. L 50, 54. 
Clark, John, iL 113, LIS. 
VOL. 111. 2S 



Clark, Mr., iiL aL 

Clark, Thomas, L OfiiL 368, 39L 

Clark, Joivith in, ii. 4(i9. 

Clark, Richard, iL lUL 468. 

Clark, Jiev. Mr., iL 508, 509. 

Clarke's Island, L 82. 

Clarkson, Matthew, iii. 393. 

Clay, Henry, iiL 405. 

Clement Vfl., the pope, L 33. 

Clergy of Massachusetts in the revo- 
lution, iii. 12. 

Clifton, Rev. Richard, L 50, 52^ 63| 60i 
62- 

Clinton, General, ii. 507 ; iii. 20, 26^ 

36^ 38. 54. 56. 
Clinton, Governor, iii. 359. 
Cobb, General, iii. 229, 320, 392. 
Cobbett, L 401. 

Cobble HUl, iu. 70, 79, 80. 83. 

Cocheco, L 123. 

Coddington, William, L 185, 193, 200, 

213, 2 >2. 367. 
Cohasset, town of, L 22, 302. 
Coke, Sir Edward, L L21. 
Cole, Lieutenant, iL lUti. 
Cole, Isaac, L aHCL 
Cole's Hill, L ILL 

College, Han-ard, L 310, Ml ; iL 224. 

College, Lidian, L 358. 

Collier, Sir George, iiL 162. 

Colman, Mr., L 501. 

Colman, liev. Dr., ii. 115» 132. 

Colonies, EiigliHh, ii. 173. 174. 

Colonies, French, iL 172. 173. 

Columl)us, Chri.stophtT. L L ^iO. 

Columbus, Bartholomew, L 2. 

Colville, .\dmiml, ii. 282. 

Commerce of M.is<iachuKetta, L 309; 

iL 7, 106-108. 243. 
Commerce. Chamber of, iiL 332-334. 
Comniissioners, K|K'cial, appointed by 

Charles L L 283. 
Commissioners appointed by Charles 

IL, L '^KH et seq. 
Commi.H»ioners appointed during the 

revolution, iii. 1.'>3-I.'i6. 
Comi^on, Baston. ii. 370. 482, 493. 
Common Praver, liook of, L 55. 
Conant, Itoge'r, L 130, 134, 153, 156, 

151. 163- 

Concord, town of, L 215, 438 ; ii. 455. 

495. 507, 508, 512. 
Concord, Praying Indians at, L 353. 
Confetleracy of 1643. L chnp. xL 
Confederacy of 1754, ii. 177-18L 
Confederation, old, defects of, iiL 262- 

261. 
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Congrem, American, propoeed, L 460, 

474. 4S0, 4S6 ; meets lii- 490. 
Congress, addreM of federal members 

of, on war of 1812, iii. a8 3-; ^ SG. 
Congress at New York, ii. 79. 
Congress at Albany, ii. 177-181. 
Congress, Continental, iii. 10^ G(). 
Congress, Pro%-incial, iL ^ ; iiL L 
Conihanset Grant, L 302. 
Connecticut, L 216-219, 227.298,365. 

396. 414. 426. 444 ; iii. 1 
Connecticut Uiver discovered, L 19. 

216 ; referred to, L lliL 
Constitution, Massachusetts, iii. 172- 

IM ; rension of, in 1820, iiL 122 et 

seq. 

Constitution, United States, iii. 261- 
308. 

Constitution, the frigate, iii 391, ^S. 

Contreopur, ii. 1 HH, 

CoDvention, il .'ifiT^lfifl. 

Conventions, county, ii. 486 ; iii. 123. 

Converse, Edward, L liiML 

Converse, Mr., iii. 22it. 

Conway, General, il 293, 311, 324^ 

328. 341. 42d ; iii. 63, 166^ 
Cook, Captain, il 22&. 
Cook, Elishu, L 469, 479, 501, 609, 

613; il oo, 63, 67.68. 73. 109. 112. 

12Q. 

Cook, governor of Rhode Island, iii. 

Cooper, William, ii. 399, 449, 4fiL 

Cooper, Ilev. Samuel ii- 365, 416, 434. 

Copford Hall, I 21ML 

Coppin, Robert, L iifi. 

Copp's Hill, I 328i iii 25. 28, aL 

Corbitant, the Indian chief, L 100, 101, 

IPS. 11.1. 
Corey, Giles, ii. 38. 
Comer, Captain, il 25L 
Comhill, ii. 410. 

Comwallis, Lord, ii. 168 ; iii Ififi. 

Comwallis, Edward, il 168, L62. 

Correspondence, committees of, ii. 448. 

Cortereal, his voyages, I fi. 

Cotton, Rev. John, I 200, 205, 212, 
239, ;i42, 246, 250, 251. m 254. 
256, 2^8, 276, 3126, 314. 

Cotton Hill, I 490. 

Council of Superintendence, 1 32JBL 

Council for Trade, L 4.50 ; il 63. 

Coimcil orders in, I 2S2. 

Councillors rejected, ii. 322, 323. 

Counties of Massachuasctts incorpo- 
rated, 121^ 

CoTenanters, Scotch, I 52. 



Coventry, Sir Thomas, I |^ 
Coventn', Secrelarj-, L 4.58. 
Cowper, the poet, quoted, il 
Cox, Dr., L 40.41. 
Coxe, Captain Thomas, L IM. 
Crackston, I 92. 

Craddock, Matthew, 1 156, 168, 174, 

183, 187i 190, 279i 281i 283. 288, 

293, 3l>.5. 

CraA, Lieutenant Colonel, iii 127, 140, 

151.246. 
Cranfield, Governor, I 473. 
Cranmer, Archbishop, 1 33, 38. 
Craven, Major Charles, ii. 2QL 
Crawford, I 501. 
Cromwell, Archbishop, I 33, 35. 
CVomwell, OUver, I 207, 290, 3124.325, 

343^,14^, 346. 
Cromwell, Richard, I 324, 373. 
Crown Point, I loB, I.'jT. 16S, 184, 

193. 205. 208. 210. 22 L 223. 229, 

23u ; iii. 18. 
Cudworth, James, I 365. 411. 414. 

423. 

Cumberland, Duke of, ii. IMi 212. 
Cumberland, Duke oi^ the ship, il 36.3. 
Cummamiid, L lOQ. 
Curtis, George T., Esq., quoted, iii 
119. 

Curwin, Mr., il 5L 

Cushing, Brigadier General, iii 404. 

Cushmg, Thomas, ii. 260, 28H, 321, 

322. 365. 367. 381, 438. 444, 466. 

467. 485, 507 ; iii 181i IflS. 
Cushing^ Judge William, iii 2EL ■ 
Cushman, Robert, I 67, 12, 79, 10^ 

111. 129. 130. 135. 
Cushman, Mr., ii. 2S2» 
Cutler, Captain, L 442. 
Cuttyhunk, I LL 
Cutts, Lord, il 62. 
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Dah^-mple, Colonel, il 369, 370, 406. 

415. 417-419. 432. 
Damarin's Cove, I 109, ISfi. 
Dana, Judge, iii. 285i 222. 
Danby, the lord treasurer, L 462. 
Dand, John, I 34L 
Dane, Nathan, iii 112. 
Danforth, Thomas, I 439, 468, 469, 

494, 497, 501. 
D'Anville, Due de, il I5fi. 
Danvers, town il 455. 5 14 ; Nortkit 

il 3L 



Dark day, the, liL 183. 

Dartmouth, Earl of, ii. 446i 453, 464, 
478, 487. 498, 503 ; iil 5ir 63. 

Dartmouth, the town of, in Massachu- 
setts, L IL ilQ^ 

Dartmouth, the f*hip, iL 47ij. 

Dartmouth, the town of, in England, 
i. 79. 

Daston, Sarah, ii. 43. 
D'Aulney, L 305-307. 
Davenport, Captain, L 388i 124, 426, 
42L 

Davenport, Rev. John, L 298, 326, 

Davenport, Richard, L 22L 

Da^-ie, Mr., of North Carolina, iil 223. 

Davis, Mr., ii. 8^ 

Davis, Judjje, discovers the Plymouth 
patent, L UixL 

Davis, Qiptain Isaac, iL 513. 

Da>i8on, WiUiam, L IIL 

Dawes, William, iL 509. 

Dawes, Judge, iiL 283, 29L 332. 

Day, Luke, iiL 233, 243. 244. 2ii4. 

Deane, Charles, Esq., publishes the 
Plymouth jxitent, L 106. 

Deane, Rev. Mr., of Andover, iL iL. 

Deane, Thomas, L 399. 

Dearborn, Colonel Hcnrv", iiL 3Q ; Gen- 
eral, iii. 387-389. 4M. 

Debts, state, resumption of, iiL 317- 

De Berdt, Dennis, u. 360,434. 
Decatur, Commodore, iii. 3it&. 
De Choiseul, iL 335. 377. 
Declaration, the prince's, L 500. 
Declaration of riifhts, L ^19. 
Declaration, the Boston, iL 365. 
Declarator>' act, ii. 320.. 
Dedham, town of, L 215, 356, 
Deer Island, L 358. 
Decrtield, town of, L 356, 418, 421. 

462 ; ii. 
Deerfield River, L 41fl. 
De Grev, ii. 382. 
De Kalb, ii. 335. 

De Lancey, Governor, ii. 180. 133- 

Delcgates, L 212. 

De Lery, ii. 216. 

Do I-«vi8, ii. 217. 

De Le\-i, iL 238. 

Delfthaven, L 12- 

Dennison, L 401, i02, 434, 440. 

Deptford, the ship, ii. fl2. 

De Rasieres, Isaac, L 137. 13 8 . 

Denner, Captain Thomas, L 23, 26.95. 

D'Estaing, Count, iii. 151. 



Detroit, iL 2Qfiu 

Devens. Richard, ii. 508; iiL 22. 
Devonshire, Duke of, iL 22& 
Dcwev, Mr., ii. 460. 
D'IbeniUe, ii. 88. 

Dickinnon, John, ii. 349i 398, 402 j iiL 

61. 96. 98-100. 108. 118,220. 
Dieskau, iL 19.>-1»7 ; iiL 10. 
Digby, Sir Kenelm, L 286. 
Dinwiddle, Governor, ii. 174. 
Discoverer, Pring's vessel, L 12. 
Discover)', possession claimed by, L 
I 120. 
Ditson, of Billerica, ii. 506. 
Dixwell, Colonel, L 377. 
Dock Square, ii. 410. 
Dolhonde, Dr., ii. 1 15. 
Dongan, Governor, L 495. 
Donnell, Mr., ii. 5L 
Dorchester, Lord, L 15fi. 
Dorchester, the town of, L 188. 193, 

197. 200. 202. 214, 215-219. 284; 

ii. 31IS, 409, 513 ; iii. 20, 21, 5L IL 

78, 82. 

Dorchester adventurers, L 123. 
Dorchester company, L 133. 153, 157. 
162. 

Dorrell, John, L IfiS. 

Dotey, Edward, L 131. 

Douglass, Dr., ii. 1 15. 

Dover Cliff discovered, L 1£L 

Dover, town of, in New llarapshire, L 

123. 257. 301,302. 
Dowdeswell, ii. 380, 426, 477. 
Downing, Emanuel, L 280. 
Drake, Sir Francis, L 8. 
Duchamlmn, iL 147. 152. 
Duchatelet, ii. 322. 
Dudley, Joseph. L 408, 409, 47L 479, 

480, 482, 483, 488, 491, 497, 504, 

508, 510 ; iiL oLsn, 60i 65-72, 104. 
Dudlev, Paul, ii. 69, liLL 
Dudley, Thomas, L 185, IM* 205^ 

200. 212. 213. 250. 282. 
Dudley House, the, iii. 42. 
Dummer, Jeremiah, ii. 71, 100, 104, 

114. 120. 
Dummer, Richard, L 200, 213. 
Dummer, William, ii. 119, 122, 128. 
Diuibar, Colonel Thomas, iL 207. 
Dunbar, battle of, L 344. 
Dunnuig, iL 382 ; iii. 68. 
Dustin, Hannah, ii. 85. 
Dutch, the, L 19, 73, 74, 81, 126, 137^ 

138. 216. 217, 231. 345. 390. 454. 
Dutch West India Company, L 23. 
Duvivier, ii. 139. 
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Duxbuns town of, L lAl ; u. i2&M 
Dwight, Theodore, iiL 414. 
Dyer, Mar>', L OliS. 



E. 

Eaj^le, the ship, L 187. 

Earls Colne. L 2QL 

Eastham, town of, iL 4.'i7. 

East India Company, ii. 164. 469. 470. 

Eastport, Me., ill. ^112. 

Eaton, Nathaniel, L 311. 

Eaton, Rev. Samuel, L 

Eaton, Thco^hilus, L 2aK 

EajTe, Captain, ii. 131.. 

Eayres, L 502. 

Eddy, Hon. Samuel, L 2fi2. 

Edes and Gill, ii. 'dh2. 

Edgarton, L 12- 

Education in Ma.sfiachu.sctt«, L 310- 
; ii. 8, 49, 273,2Ii; iii. ^22. a2i 
Edward VI. of Enfrland, L L M(>-.'^9. 
Edwards, Jonathan, ii, 138, liUJ. 
Egmont, Port, ii. 443. i 
Efrremont, Eirl of. ii. 2fiL 278-2S0. 
Election Sermons, L 3'29. | 
Elective franchise restricted, L 269. 
970 

Elias, the ship, L 339. 

Eliot, Comet, L 432. 

Eliot, Rev. Mr., L laL 

Eliot, Rev. John, L 199^ 202, 350.377. 

41)L409,41iL 
Elixabeth, Queen, L 8^ 411 ; ii. 75. 
Elliot, Hufjh, L fi. 
Ellis, Will)ore, ii. 424. 
Ellsworth, Mr., of Coimecticut, iii. 278, 

2S<). 

Ely, Samuel, iii. 212. 

Embargo 1 lid, iii. 3.j2. 352 ; rei)eal of, 

iii. 3(),'i ; new one Liid, iii. 401. 
Endicoit, John. L IoOa M7, 158, 162- 

IfiH, 170. 172, jsa. 2i0i 'Al^ 

220. 237. 279, 366. 370, aillL 39«i 

606. 

En{»land, discovery of America by, L 
2. 9. 

England, the reformation in, L ^ et 
seq. 

England, state of feeling in during the 

revolution, iii. 112. 
Epi.scopacy at I'lvmouth. L 1 .12. 
Episcopacy at Salem, i. 171-17.T 
Episcopacy at Merry Mount, L 143. 
Epi.scoj)acy in .Ma-ssachuBctts, L 316, 

469. 490 ; iL lli2. 



Erasmus, L 22. 

Erskine, Mr., iii. 363. 

Essex county, L 215 ; iL 4. • 

Essex junto, iiL 1H2. 

Eugene FV.. his bull, L & 

Eustis, iiL 332- 

Evelyn, John, quoted, L 278. 

Everett, Edwara, quote<l, L 91. 92. 

Ewell, of Scituate, L 441. 

Exchange I^ne, ii. 412. 4 19. 

Excise laws, ii. 249. J.50. 

Exeter, town of, in New Hampshire, L 

257. 301. 302. 
Expenses of the revolutiont iii. 147. 
£)}Tes, Major, ii. 222. 



F. 

Fjurfax, Su- Thomas, i. 223. 
Fairweather, Captain, L 503. 
Falkland Lslands, ii. 443. 
Falmouth, Me., iL 121 ; iiL fifi. 
Faneuil, Benjamin, ii. 468. 
Faneuil Hall. u. 300, 346, 354* 361. 

36.-). .'368. 370. .397, 417. 419. 439. 

•}<>s. 4()9. 471. 481, 485, 488 ; iii. 53, 

420. 

Farwell, Attorney General, L 488, 501. 
Faubord, the Quaker, L 3fiii. 
Faunce, Elder, L 82. 
Fenwick, Mr., L 300. 
Fenlinand and Isabella, L 6. 
Fergusfjn, iii. 3iL 

Femandus, John and Francis, L 5, fi. 
Filcher or Fitcher, L 141. 
Finances, state of, ii. Ill; iii. 1^ 
Finch, L 323. 

Fisheries, L 7. 123. 124. 302; ii. 285. 

Fisher, Daniel, L t«)l). 

Fisher, Mary, L 363. 

Fitch, Governor, ii. 20L 212. 

Fletcher, L 22. 

F"lint, Rev. Mr., L 4.il. 

Florida, settlement at, L fifi. 

Folsom, General, iii. lO^ £L 

Forbes. General Joseph, iii, 100- 

Ford, Colonel, iii, '21L 

Forefathers' Rock, L 82. 

Fort Hull. ii. 21fi. 

Fort Girillon.u. 21L22I- 

Fort Cumberiand, iL 181. ISa. 

Fort I)u Quesne, ii. 184^ 185* 208^ 

202. 218, 220, 234. 
Fort Ivlward, ii. 194, 205, 214. 218. 

224. 

Fort Frederick, iL IfiB. 
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Fort Frontenac. ii. 205^208, 211 232. 

Fort Hill. L 502 ; u. 299. 372. a^L 

Fort Halifex, ii. Ifi2. 

Fort Lawrence, ii. ISS^ 

Fort Legonier, ii. 230. 

Fort Lyman, ii. 194. 

Fort Xfj Stic, L 225. 

Fort Nassau, L HL 

Fort Nece-ssitv, ii. 175. 

Fort XiaKara,'il 206, 233i 234. 

Fort Richmond, ii. L82. 

Fort Stanwix, ii. 233. 

Fort Western, ii. 1B2. 

Fort WilUam Henn', il 205, 214, 218. 

221, 222, 22i. 
Fortune, the ship, L 105^ 106, DXL 
Foster, Auj^ustus, iii. 3M. 
Foster, John, L 50 1 , 504 ; ii. 5L 56, fiL 
Four Sisters, the ship, L IM. 
Fox, Charles, ii. 212^ 214» 477; iii. fifi. 
Fox, C. J., iii 167. 
Fox, Christopher, L 3fiL 
Fox, Gcor^, L 3M« 
Fox Ifilanos, L 
Fox, the martyrologist, L 
Foxcroft, L 601. 
Foye, Colonel, iii. 23. 
Foye, Colonel John, iL 21fl. 
Framingham, town of, iL 152. 
France, dilHculties with, iL H et seq. 
France, New, ii. lo. 
France, voyages of the nation, L 7-9. 
Frankfort, troubles at, L 39-41. 
Franklin, Benjamin, ii. 176, 178, 181, 

296, 315. 316. 378. 434. 462. 463. 

466. 480, 502, 503 ; iii. 98. 167-169. 

220. 

Franklin, privateer, exploit of, iiL 12^ 
Freiich revolution, iiL 32fi. 
French war. ii. 16r>-L>:}9. 
Frenchman's roitit.L 13S. 
Freneau, Philip, iiL 32a. 
Fresh or Connecticut River, L 21iL 
Frolic, the ship, iii. 3i2&. 
Frontenac, Count, ii. 79^ 80-83. 86. 
HO. 90. 

Fuller, Dr. Samuel, L 80, 112. 158, 

193. 129. 
FuUer, Rose, ii. 476. 
Fundamentals of Massachusetts, L 216. 
Fur trade, L 2L 
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Gadsden, Christopher, iii. 95. 

Gage, Thomaa, iL 165, 186, 235, 305^ 



350. 355, 361. 366-368. 371. 372, 

384. 401. 432. 434. 479, 480-484, 

487, 490, 493, 498, 499, 502, 607 ; 

iii. 5, 6, 10, 14, 17, 19, 20i 25, 26.28, 

29, 40, 48, 51, 53, 03. 
Gager, William, L IM. 
Gainsl>orough, town of, in England, L 

48-50. 52, 53, 51. 
Galblin. Albert, iiL 4p, IQfi. 
Gallisioniere, M. de, ii. IfiS. 
Gallop, Cautain, L 424. 
Gardiner, Captain, L 424. 
Gardiner, Lieutenant, L 221, 223. 
Gardiner, Sir Christopher, L 279, 280, 

2ii2. 

Gardiner, Thomas, L 133. 
Gardner, Colonel, iii. 29. 
Gardner, Henrj-, ii. 497. 
Gaspee, taking of the ship, ii. 45S. 
Gaspereuux, ii. I2iL 
Gast, Pierre de, L 13. 
Gates, General, iL l^il ; iiL 144. 
150. 

Gates, Sir Thomas, L Ifi. 
Gauden, Captain Henr}', L 152. 
Gay Head. i. 10^ 352. 
Gedney, iL 5L 

General Court convened, iL 384, 387. 
Genet, Citizen, iii. 321 3^ 
Geneva, L 40. 

George Bonaventiirc, the ship, L 164i 

mi 

Goorge, Captain, L 501. 

George L u. 72, 104. 

George II., ii. 122, 260, 261. 

George III., iL 260- 

Georgftown, ii. 118. 

Gerraaine, Lord George, iiL 64, 65. 

German Flatj*, iL 214, 21S. 

Gerrish, ii. Jisk ; iii. 22. 

Gem , Elbridge, iL 508 ; iiL 58, 69, 270, 

313. 341. 342. 346. 3(>4. .»i.0-369. 

373. 

Gerrjinandcring, iiL Sfifl. 
Ghent, negotiation at, iii. 406. 
Gibhs, Captain John, L 164. 
Gift of God, the ship, L iJti 
Gilbert, (^a]>tain Bartholomew, L 11. 
Gilbert, Raleigh, L 16, Ifl. 
Gilbert. Sir Humjihrey, L ^ 
Giles, Mr., of Virginia, iii. 41S. 
Gill, Moses, iiL 346. 
Gill, Quartermaster, L 412L 
Girling, Captain, L 30a. 
Gist, Christopher, iL 174. 
Glover, Gooav, iL 3iL 
Glover, Mr., iii. 151. 
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Gloucester, town of, L 154, 21^ ; it 

Godiva of Coventrv, L SfiS. 
Goffe, Colonel, L 31^ 37L 385^ 420. 
Goffe, Thomw, L IjiL 
Goldfinch, Captain, iL 412. 
Gold mines, L 21m. 
Goldsmith, Captain, L 31SL 
Good Hope, House of, L 211. 
Good, Sarah, ii. 32. 
Goodman, L 02.. 
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Miantonomo, L 19L 220, 222, 
22L 229j 232, 233, 243, 264, 404, 

Michilliraackinac, iL 2(18. 
Middlehorough, town of, L 2L 99, 409. 
416. 441. 
Middlecot, ii. iLL 
Middlcfield, town of, iiL 2ifL 
Middlesex county, L 21^ ; iL 14. 
Mifflin, General, iii. 19. 
Milan decree, iii. iLi2. 
Milbonie, ii. (LL 

Milbome, Cajjtain Peter, L 187. 

Miles'a garrison, L 411. . 

Mtldmay, William, ii. 168. 

Military store*, iii. 8. 

MiUtary council in Iloston, ii. 219. 

.Miller, or .Millard. L 2IL 

.Milton, John, L 2liM. 

Milton, town of, ii, 432, 468, il2. 

Minas Indians, ii. 1 5(>. 

Minot, Captain, ii. 512. 

Minot. George iL, iii. 2fiL 

Ministen*, laws for KUi){x>rt of, ii. 48, 49. 

Ministr> , Knglish, changes in, ii. 71, 

218. 278, 280, 301, 323, 324, 3iL 

^405; UL IfiL 

Mint, colonial, L 314 ; Massachusetts, 
iii. 185. 
Minuit, Peter, L 13L ISS. 
Mishawum, L 22, 170. 
MisHi.ssiupi, the, ii. Ifi. 
.Mitchell, uL aL 

Mitchell, Rev. Mr., L 401, 4iL 
Mitteneag, L 217. 

MohawkH, L 19L 199, 221, 230, 415, 
416, 420, 425, 420, 434i 443, 444; 
iL a2. 
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MoUneux, ii. 399. 467. 468. AIL 
Monamoyckc, L 112, 
Monckton, Colonel, iL 1S8. 
Monhegan, L 14. 21. 95. 109.113. 118, 

m. 

Monk, General, L 324. 
Monmouth, Duke of, L 452* 
Monmouth. I'hrl of, L 510. 
Monongaholu, ii. 1H.5. 
Monroe, James, iii. 355. 359, 3^ 
M(»nroo, Colonel, ii. 224. 
Monroe, Serjjeant, ii. 510,511. 
Monta<?n, ii. 442. 477. 
Montanism, L 2iiL 

Montcalm, il LLL I2L 123i 125, 229, 

232i233, 233. 
Montj?omer)% ii. 413. 420. 
Montmorenci Falls, ii. 2ii2. 
Montreal, L 13; 1179, 86. 87, 98.216. 

2m 

MontJi, Sieur de, L 

Moody. Parson, L 501 ; iL 30, 142. 

Moon Island, iii. 121. 

Moore, iii. 30. 

Morality, earlv state of, in New Eng- 
land, ii. 19-21. 

Mordaunt, Lord, L 510. 

Morrell, Rev. William, L 127. 128. 

Morrico, Secretary, L 377. 

Morris, Gouvemeur, iiL 277, 323. 

Morris, Ilobert, iii. 99, 184, 270i 21L 

Morris, U. IT, ii. 2liL 

Morton, Nath.inicl, 152,81,82^ 407. 

Morton, Thomas, LIU, 141. 145. 146. 
279, 280. 284. 285. 

Morton's Hill, iiL 23. 

Mosaic polity and Massachusetts laws, 
L 2UL 

Moselev, Captain, L 411^ 421i 422, 

424. 42(jiiLL 
Mostyn. .\dmiral, ii. 201. 
MouUonN Point, iii. 23^ 28. 
Mount lienedict, iii. 50. 
Mount lIoj)e. L 4()4i4()9, 410j 414. 

115,420, 423.445=441 
Mount Wolliurton, L 141-145. 190. 

247. 

MourtV Relation, L lOfi. 
Mowatt, C;ij)tiun, iiL 51L 
Moylan, CVilonel, iii. 72, 88. 
Muddy River, now Hrookline, L 214. 
Mu^ord, Captiiin, iiL 121L 
Mullin, L02. 
Murray, John, iL 211. 
Murray, the ship, iii. afi. 
Murray's barracks, ii. 410, 413. 
Muzz}-, iL 511. 



M>-8tic, now Medford, L 190, 194^211. 
Mystic liirer, L 122. 



N. 

Nahant, L 19, 158. 

Naraasket, L 99, 100, 108, 115. 

Nanejmshemet, L 102. 

Nantasket, L m i:;2-134. 101. 188. 

190. 192, 190, aiiii; iL 79, iii; iiL 

121. 

Nantasket, Prajing Indians at, L 3j2i^ 
Nantucket, L 35 1 . 
Narragan.set countn', L 1^ 
Narragansct Bav, L 243. 
Narragansets, u 25, 100, 107, 108, 

196. 197. 220. 222. 233. 346, 

404, 407. 409. 413. 323-426. 434. 

440. 441. 
Nason, Mr., iiL 292. 
Natick, town of, L 356, 358, 359, 4fl2. 
National debt, iii. 163, 164, 317-319. 
Naumkeag, L 130, 153^ 154i l^L 162^ 

160. 1S9. 
Naunton, Sir Robert, L fil 
Nauidle Indians, L iii 100. HS, 118. 
Navv, iii. iS. 126, I12x Ii3. 
Neal, Mr., iiL 291, 2U2. 
Neck, Boston, ii. 490 ; iiL 4, 14. 
Needham, Goodman, L 489. 
Nelson, Captain John, L 501, 502; iL 

88. 

Nelson, Thomas, iii. 99. 
Neponset, L 353, 356. 
Nesbit, iii. 31. 

Nesniond, Marquis de, iL 89, 20. 

New Bedford, L 1_L 

New England Com pan v, L 81, 105, 

127. 135. 146. 155. 2S(). 2.H6. 28L 
New England fortunately settled, L 

185, iHli. 
New England patent, L 22. 
New England Primer, iiL 21 1. 
New Engbnd's ])lantiition, L lii2. 
New France, L 303. 
New Hampshire, L 10, 300, 301| 400 ; 

uL a. 

New Haven. L ?60, 228. 

New Hespcria, L 21H. 

New Loudon, L 424, 425, 434 ; iiL 42. 

New Netherland, L 19, 2«, 73, 74, 

H2, 137, 181, 216, 300, -ML 32L 
New Orleims, victory of, iii. 420. 
New Somersetshire, L 200. 
New York, iL 207, 292, 304, 399,435 ; 

iiL 197i 323. 
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Newbury, L 215 ; u. 5. 80. 285. IM. 
Newbur)'i)ort, iii. iiL 
Newfoundland, L 3, 6, 8, 28 ; ii. 89j 

Newman, Rev. Mr., L 21SL 

Newport, Captain, L !&, 

Newport, R. L, L 604, 508 ; iiL 142i 

146. 

Newspapers, ii. 274 ; iii. 209. 

Newton, L ; ii. 45.3. 

Newtown, now Cambridge, L 194. 202. 

214-218. 
Niagara, ii. 184. 187. 
Niantick, L 225, 347, 40^ 
Nicholas, the Swede, L 44t. 
NichoK Colonel Richard, L 389, 398. 

4nn. 

Nicholson, Francis. iL 98-100. 
Nini^et, L 229, 346, 404, ML 
Nipmucks, L 19L il^ il^i 432, 440. 
44.'i- 

Nixon, iii. JLL 

Noddle's Island, L 190,338; iiL 15, 
TL 

No man's land, L 10. 
Nonantutn, L 353, 356- 
Nonconfomiists, laws against, L 45, 46, 

Non-importation agreements, iL 397. 

Nonsucn frigate, ii. olL 

Nook's Hill, iiL 82. 

Norfolk, old, L 215. 

Norfolk county, L 215* 

Norridgewock, iL 117. 118, 120. 182. 

Norris, Rev. Mr., L JLiL. 

North Church, ii. 509. 

North, (Jiiief Justice, L 176. 

North. Lord, ii. 2K0, 324, 339, 359, 
376. 3H6. 404. 405. 422. 526, 446, 
453, 405, 477, 501, 504 j iiL 63, 65, 

67, me. 

Norl^wmpton, town of, L 419, 422, 

435, 443 ; ii. 94 ; iii. 24iL 
Northfield, town of, L 419, 421^ 422. 
Northington, Lord, ii. 324. 37.">- 
Norton, Francis, L 300. 
N«)rton, Rev. John, L 331^ 364i 366. 

36L371, a8i=m 

Norton, Captain, i. 219. 
Norwich. cL, L 425. 4M. 
Nottingham, Earl of, L 508. 
Nova Scotia, ii. 1S4, 198. 
Nowell, SamueL L 469, 498. 
Noyes, Rev. .Mr., ii. 32, SS. 
Nugent, Mr., iL 3112. 
Numma-stuquyt, L 22. 
Nutting, Captain, iii. 23, 262 20. 
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Oakes, Thomas, L 509 ; iL 65, 67, fifi. 
Obbatinewat, L U12. 
C£colam]>adius, L 32. 
Officers, rank of, &c., iii. 9. 
Oldham, John, L 131-133, 144. 168. 

219. 220. 
Oliver, Mr., iii. fifi. 

Oliver, Andrew, ii. 259, 297-300, 306. 

321. 336. 340. 357. 381. 3«2. 388, 

419. 475, 489. 
OUver, Dr., L 382. 
Oliver, Mrs., L 21LL 
Oliver, Qiptain, L 424, 426, 502. 
Oliver's Dock, ii. 298. 
Old South Church, ii, 354| 417i i21 1 

iii. 55. 
Old Spain, L 112. 
Oldtown, L 12. 

Oneida Lake, iL 189; Carrybg Place, 

ii. 214,2M. 
Onondago, ii. 189. 
Ontario, ii. 1S9, 190, 209. 
Orange, I'rince of, i. 74^ 132 j ii. 76, 

SL 

Orleans, Isle of, iL 80. 
Ome, Richard. iL 508. 
Osbonie, Sarah, ii. 22. 
Osborne, Sir Danvers, ii. 220. 
Oswald, Richard, ii. 254; iiL 168^ lfi9. 
Oswego, ii. 184i \Bi \^ \^ 205. 

208. 214. 217. 
Otis, iL G., iii. 351, iOOi 113, 419. 
Otis, James, Sen., ii. 239. 
Otis, James, Jun.. iL 258, 259, 288, 

291. 294. 296. 321. 327. 32H. 332, 

341. 354. 357. 364-367. 382, 388, 

438. 440. 449. 450. 
Otis, John, iL 219. 263-269. 
Otis, Samuel A., iii. 2M* 
Owen, Dr., L 382. 



P. 

Page, iii. 238- 
Paine, R. T., ii. 485. 
Paine, Thoma.^, iii. 89. 
Painters' colors, tax on, ii. 338. 
Palfreys, Peter, L 154. 
Palmer, L 4H6, 495, 501. 
Palmes, Major, L 434. 440. 
Paoli, iL 32H. 
Paragon, the ship, L 125. 
I'arLs peace of, u. 21L 
Parker, William, L Ifi. 
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Poller, Gaptain, L ilSL 

Parker, Colonel, il 222. 

Parker, Chief JuMtice. ill 422. 

Parker, Mr., ii. 610, oil. 

Parker, iiL 2iijL 

Parliament purgt^l, L 32i. 

Parliainentf proceedings of, iL 211 ; iiL 

Parliament, speech at opening of, ii. 

Piuria, Rev. Mr., iL 31, 32, 34, 35| 37i 

Parwns, Captain, ii. 512. 
Parsons, £h, iii. 249, 2ai. 
Parson*, Theophilus, iii. 2^ 224. 
Purlieu, state of, ii. 19j iiu :UH-31.j. 
Pa.>«(«iiuaauo<idY Bay, iiL 392. 
Patrick, Captain, L 22L 
Patterson, ni. 22. 

Patuxet, afterwards Plymouth, L 8& 
Patuxet, L 42fi. 
Pawcatuck, L 22^ 

Paxton, iL 263, 338^ 340, 346t Ml i 
iii. 20. 

Peace, preliminaries of, iiL 166 ; de- 
clared, iiL 1"(>- 

Pecksuot, the Indian, L 112. 

Peirse, Captain WiUiam, L IM^ 164, 

• 188^ 189, 195, im. 

Pelham, town of, iii. 246. 218. 

Petnaquid, L 303-306. 600 ; iL 56, 68, 
78,88^96. 

Pembroke, town of, L 128 ; ii. 467. 499. 

Penn, Richard, iu. 6L 63, 6fi. 

Pemi, Thomas, iL 2M. 

Penn, William, L iO^ 

Pennsylvania, ii. 4H7. 

Penob-scot Uav, L 12 ; trading house, 
L 325 ; referred to, ii. 89, 119. Iji2; 
expedition. iiL H>(). 

Penobscot Indian^ L 25^ 

Penobscot River, L 14. 

Penobscot, French at, L 346. 

Peppcrell, town of, ii. 4i56 1 iii. 12. 

Pepi)errell, Sir William, L 142-150. 
160, 184, 18L 189, 2iL 214, 219, 
224. 

Pepvs quoted, L 422. 

Peqiiot Indians, L 19L 216. 218^ 219. 

222. 347. 404. 42^ 434. 440. Mi. 
Pequot war, i. 220=222. 
Percv, J^rd, iL 509, 513 ; iiL 3L 
Perkins, iii. 32. 
Perkins, Thomas IL, iii. 412. 
Pcssacus, L 121.. 

Peterborough, Bishop of, iiL 156. 
Peters, Father, L 498. 



Peters, Hugh, L 207, 250. 325. 
Petersham, town of, ii. 4M ; iii. 24& 
Petiuon to Charles L, L 222. 
Petri, L 32. 
Pettit, iii. SS. 
Pett\ quamncot, L 426. 
Petumtuck, L 419. 444. 
Philadelphia, iL 467, 491 ; iiL 12Q, 
Philip's war, L 424=^48. 
Phillips, iL 5L 61^ 
PhUliiiR, Rev. John. L 192, 124. 
Phillips, Samuel, Jun., iii. ^•^4. 
PhiUips, William, ii. 106, 438, IfiL 
Phij>8, Captain, L 4i{ ^. 
Phips, Constaiitine, iL 61, IL 
Phi|)s, Mr., ii. 32iL 

Phips, Sir William, L 515 ; iL 31, 36^ 
41. 45, 61-56. 78. 82=fiL llM. 

Phil)s, Si)encer, ii. 1^ 169, 212. 

Pickering, Timothy, iii. 347, iLiS* 

Herce, Captain, of Scituate, L 436- 
438, 440, 442. 

Pierce, John, L 105. 111. 121. 12fi> 

Pigot, General, iii. 31-33. 36, 132. 

Pigwacket, iL 12L 

Pike, iL aL 

Pilgrim, the ship, L 124. 
Pilgrim Hall. L 82. . 
Pilgrims, the, L 48-148. 227.302.33& 
497. 

Pincknev, iiL 270, 229. 

Pinckney, niarles C, iii. 341-343. 

Pine-tree flag, iiL SiL 

Pipon, John, L 503. 

Piscataqua, L 122, 136, 145, 195, 301 1 

iL 6H. jia. 
Piscataqua River, L 12. 
Pitcaim, Major, ii. 510, 511 ; iiL 3L 
Pitkin, WiUuim, ii. 118. 
Pitt, WiUiam, u. 218, 226, 228, 25*- 

2.-)6. 267. 284. 297. 3(n>-:ni. 313- 

318. 321-325. 330. 375. 402. 403. 
PitUsburg, ii. 232. * 
Placentia, ii. 89, 90, 122. 
Plains of .\braham, ii. 238. 
Pkntcrs, old. at Salem, L 162, 123. 
Plymouth, Engkind, departure of the 

Pilgrims from, L 12. 
Plymouth, L 27, 90, 104i 120, 192, 

216. 237; 261. 262. 282. 359. 365. 

397, 406, 408. 42.^=432} iL 3, 466, 

499. 

Plymouth ooiuitj', iL 3. 
Plymouth Company, L 16^ 18. 
Pocasset^ L 413. 4 1*5. 
Pockanoket, L 27, 99, 108, LLL 
Poetry in New England, iL 21, 22. 
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Point Care, L ISL 

Point Levi, iL 8L 23L 

Point Shirley, ii. m 

Pole, Captain, ii. 512. 

Political dificuflMoas in Massachusetts, 

L 3'2{)-3.56. 
Political progress, ii. 12-lfl. 
Pollexfen, L 512. 

Pomerov. Seth, iL 112 ; iii. 30, 33. 

Ponifret^ Ct, iii. 9, 

Poraham, L 264, i2fL 

Pontchartroin, ii. IML 

Pont Orax-i, L LL 

Pool, Captain, L ^22, 

poor, Mr., iii. IL 

Pope, tlie, his power in Europe, L SI, 

Popham, Cieor^', L 16. UL 

Popham, Sir Francis, L IS. 

Pophani, Sir John, L LL 

Popish plot, L 4(>3. 

Popple, Mr., ii. 120. 

Population of Massachusetts, iL 7, 106, 

212 ; UL m 
Port Koyal. L Hj iL IS. m 
Portents. L 412. 
Porter, General, iiL 220. 
Porter, Mr., iL 511. 
Portsmouth, N. H« L 122» 123, 301. 

392. 

Portugese, voyages o^ L 6. 
Pouchot, ii. 222, 234. 
Poutrincourt, L LL 
Povcv, iL la. 
Powis, L 498. 

Pownall, Thomas, L Ufi; ii. 220.221. 
m 2oo, 259. 380, 385, 423i 426. 

■i'2\ lixL 
Pratt, ii. 

Pratt, Phineas, L LLS. 
Prating Indiaas L 349-360, 413. 418, 
435. 

prentice. Captain Thomas, L 411. 426, 

439. 412. 
Prerogative, bill for strengthening, 

212- 

Presbyterians in Enrrland, L 323. 
Prescott, Colonel, iL 609 ; iii. 3i ! 

23-27. ■^>-39. 
Prescott, William, iii 413. 
Presqu'Lsle, ii. 174, 2QS. 
Preston, Giptiiin, iL 4 13-415, 420.4! 
Preston, the ship, iiL 56. 
Prevost, Sir George, iii. 394. 
Pridcaux, ii. t2.'i:t-'2.t.i. 
Priest, Ik'^ory, L 92. 
Prince, Thomas, L 39L 
Pring, Martin, L LI 



Printing, state of, iL 2L 
Proctor, EdwartL iL 4IL 
Proctor, Klizabeth, ii. 38. 
Prohibitory bill, Lord North's, iiL 6L 

aa. 

Prospect Hill, ii. 510; iii. 21^ 38, 4L 
Protestant league, L 152. 
Providence, li. L, L 220, 227^ 243, 

21)3,425, 437. 
Province charter, L 513, 514 ; ii. 17- 

19, 211. 

Provincial Congresses, iL 488, 495- 

497, 505 ; iiL 2. 
Provost, >Iajor, ii. 80. 
' Puritans, the, L 42-47. fi4-57. 148. 
181. 

Puritanism, spirit of, L 322 ; ii. 10-12. 
Puritanism in Virginia, L 326. 
Putnam, General Israel, iL 196 ; iiL 3, 

9. 15. 22. 27-44. 70, 7L 84. 
Pym, John, ii. 2^0, 323. 
Pjaichon, John, L 391. 419. 
P^-nchon, William, L 193, 194, 223. 
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Quaboag, L 116, 432, 434. 

Quadequina, L 27, 9tL 

Quakers, L 3(iO-;i72. 381. 460. 487. 

Quarrv llill, iL 489. 

Quebec, iL75,78,HiL83, 87. 90, 97, 

208. 217. 232. 23(>-239. 
Quillipiack, L '2inL 

Quincv, Jo-siah, iL 416, 420, 430, 472. 
600.' 

Quincy, Josiah, Jun., iii. 372. 
Quo warranto, L 288, 467, llL 
Quohnetacut liiver, L 197. 



R. 



iL Rainsford, Chief Justice, L 176. 

llalei^h. Sir Walter, L 8. 12, 15, 18, 
j 4L 66. 
0, ; Kamsey, M. de, ii. 80. 

Randolph, Edward, L 455-460, 462- 
469, 471-477, 480-482, 486, 488- 
492, 490, 497, 501, 503, 609, 510 j 
± iii. 61. 

Randolph, John, iii. 89, 270, 218. 
Randolph, Pevton, ii. 491. 
Rasdall, L IIL 

Rasles, Father, iL 117. 118. 120. 
Ratcliffe. Philip, L 279, 2fla 
Ratclifle, Rov. Mr., L 481, 485. 
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Ravenitcroft, L 501. 
Rawdon, Lord, iiL 2L 
Rizilla, L 'iU)n. 
Heading, ii. 013. 
Rebecca, the sh\\h L 21ft. 
Red Hill, L '2ii>L 
Redding, Colonel, iL 99. 
Rednap. C<»lonel, ii. 97, liKl. 
. Rt?cd, Joseph, il 398^ 134 ; iiL 52, 87, 
8iL 

Reed, Colonel, iii. 22. 22, 
Refonnation, hkclch of, L 31 et wq. 
Jtehoboth, town of, L 410, 42^ 136 ; 

ii. 4.'i7. 

Relij^ouM controversies, L 235 et Rcq. 
RcprescntativL'K, IIou»c of, esiab- 

lixhed, L 223 ; change in, ii. 57, ab. 
Representatives, Huu.se of, in Masua- 

chusetts address on the vfBi of 1812, 

iii. 382i 3ii3. 

Re.solution.s the fifty-five, iL 223. 

]U>>itleHs, the shij), L IiL 

Revel, Mr., L ilLi 

Revenue laws ii. 64, 25L 276, 343. 

Revenue officers, ii. 2ft.Vj67. 

Revere, Paul, ii. .!>00, 510; iiL 161. 

Revolution, oi>ening of, iL 514. 

Revolutionoi-)- war, sketch of, iiL chaps. 
L, ii., iv. 

Rej-nolds, CuptJun, L 78, 22. 

Rhode Iiilaud dl'^overed, L 12; Qua- 
kers in, L 364 ; comnus8ionera at, L 
32fi ; quota of, iii. 2 ; expedition to, 
iii. 1 oO. 

Richards John, L 463. 471.479. 501. 

RichanLson, ii. 4()7. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, L 303. 

Riclu lieu Kiver, ii. 23fi. 

Richmond, Duke of, iL 379. 429 ; iiL 

66, IfiL 
Ridley, Rev. Nicholas, L 38. 
Riflemen from the south, iiL 12. 
Righ)-, ii. 2',\. 341. :376. 
Rights of till' colonists ii. 451. 
River Indiiins, L 44.'). 
Ri\'iire au.\ Hieufs ii. !^08. 
Robertson, General, iii. a. 
Robinson, Rev. John, L 5L 53. 57. 60. 

61. 73. 75.76, 131. 13fi. 
Robinson, ii. 309. 

Robinson, Lieutenant Colonel, ii. 513 ; 
iiL 4^ 32. 
Robin.son, William, L SfiS. 
liobinson's Tavern, iL 328. 
Rochester, town of, iL 452. 
Rochet, it, L 30a. 



Rochford, Earl of, ii. 325. 
Rockingham, Marquis of, ii. 323, 503 { 
iii. loo. 166- 
Rockingham whigs, iL 3QL 
Rocroft, Captain Edward, L 2fi. 
Rogers L 22. 

Rogers, Rev. Eixkiel, L 33L 
Rogers, ii. 221^ 232. 
I{olfe, Rev. Mr., ii. M, 25. 
Romnev, the ship, iL 351-353, 355, 

360. 366. 322. 
Rose frigate, L 479, 501, 502. 
Rosewell, Sir Hcnr\-, L 155. 125. 
Rossiter, L 188, 194, 
Rotch, iL 421-473. 
Rous Captain, ii. 140, 139. 
RouviUe, Hcrtel de, iL 92i95. 
Rowley, town of, L2 1j, 331.438. 488 ; 

ii. 4.jt>. 

,Rowlundson, Mrs., L 433. 432. 
Roxburv, town of, L 194, M, 202, 

211; il. 354, 3«2i 385^ 419.469. 507. 

513; iiL 4, TM, &L 
Ruggles Covenant, iL 499. 
Riiggles Timothy, ii. 224^ 259, 497 ; 

iiL 5, 25. 

Ruggles, Mr., L 125. 
Rule, Margaret, ii. 43i 
Jtura trade, iL 24S, 212. 
Russell, ii. 51, IiL 
Russell, Mr., iii. 3i>4. 
RuKscU, Jonathan, iii. 405. 
Ruthertbrtl, John, ii. 21iL 
Rutledge, Edward, iii. 95, 99, 108i 
114. 

R} swic, peace of, iL 2L 



S. 

Sabbath Day Point, ii. 23L 

Sablwth, laws for tlie ob»er^ance of, iL 

147. 148; iiL a2JL 322. 
Sabluith schools, iiL 323. 
Siickville, Lord tJcorge, ii. 222; Lord, 

iii. 64. 
Saco, town of, L 25. 
' Saco River, L 12j iiL 12L 
Sathn, iL ilL 

Sagadahoc, L 18, 123, 136, 13L 

bulera, town olTT. 153. 157. 170. 171, 
188. 1«J0-194. 202. 207. 210, 214, 
236. 22a ; iL 5, 2S2, .ML 3Mi 439, 
482, 4 S3, 495, 500 ; iii. 53. 

Sulem village, ii. 3L 

Salisbury, town of, L 215, 488 ; iL 455. 

Solteme, Robert, L 12. 
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Saltonstall, Sir Richard, L 167i 185i 

I[>4. 217. 218. 281. 
Saltonstall, Richard, L 331. 
Saltotifltall, Mr., iL &L 
Saltonstall, Richard, iii. lAL 
SamoKct, L 94. 
Sanders, John, L 113- 
Sanderson, Anthonv, iL 12SL 
Sandwich, Earl of, 'ii. 442, 477. 
Sandwich, town of, L 138^ 1^ HT^ 

359. 432. 
Sandy Point, L liL 
Sandy's, Archbishop, L 5iL 
Sandys, Sir Edwin, L 67, fifl. 
SaudyB, Lord, iL 277. 
Sandys, Sir Samuel, L 50. 
Saratoga, ii. 151 ; iiL li/L 
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